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A counter-protester holds a sign out:

side of the Rally for Freedom at Centennial Park in Raleigh in September. The rally

focused on issues such as vaccination mandates, masks on kids, businesses closing, and election fraud.

Teachers union on decline as pandemic-
weary parents clamor for more options

BY DAVID BASS

orth Carolina’s
self-described
teachers union

still has clout with many
Democratic lawmakers in
the legislature, but its in-
fluence — and popularity
— with teachers and ev-
eryday North Carolinians
appears to be waning,.

Over the past decade,
the N.C. Association of Ed-
ucators’ membership has
dropped nearly 59%, and
its revenue cut in half —
from $11 million to $5.8
million.

Among state affiliates
of the National Education
Association, only Mon-
tana and Nevada have had

TEACHERS:

Want a $500 raise?
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LeaveNC

sa25 POR HY THE SHN LOCKE FOUNBATION

AR

larger declines in member-
ship. Today, the NCAE rep-
resents just 18% of public
school teachers in the state.

Part of the reason is
N.C. parents and teach-
ers are increasingly look-

T3

Deadiine: Septamber 30

& 3

| g
Sign supporting teachers wishing to leave the NCAE.

ing for alternatives to the
NCAE and traditional pub-
lic schools.

During the pandem-
ic, enrollment in public
schools dropped by 5%, or
around 70,000 students,
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v39%

NCAE MEMBERSHIP
Over the past decade,
the N.C. Association of
Educators’ membership
has dropped nearly
59%, and its revenue
cutin half — from $11
million to $5.8 million.

while the ranks of homes-
choolers spiked by 20.6%,
or around 30,000, stu-
dents. Private school en-
rollment grew by 3,282, or

continued PAGE 10
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Voters are

paying
attention like
never before

BY JEFF MOORE

ver the course of
the past two years,
the ethos of the

American electorate has
changed markedly. After
the historic whirlwinds of
2020 and into 2021, it’s
easy to identify any num-
ber of things as contribu-
tors to and/or evidence of
that change — pandem-
ic panic, racial tensions,
lockdowns, mob events,
masks, election suspicions,
more mob events, Critical
Race Theory, vaccine pres-
sures, stifled speech, and
SO on.

While specific catalysts
abound, the shift retains an
intangible quality. A current
between two poles, cours-
ing between enlightened
tradition and fundamen-
tal transformation — more
felt than seen. While most
voters may not have a good
handle on what, exactly, a
“culture war” is, the feeling
we're in one becomes more
charged with every turn of
the 24-hour news cycle.

It manifests in changed
levels of engagement for
voters in North Caroli-
na, and around the nation.
Whereas, before 2020, most
people could still get by on
a steady diet of apathy, con-
troversial pandemic policies
and aspersive social justice

Culture
Wars

campaigns leave little room
on the sidelines. The polit-
ical arena has expanded to
include nearly everything at
its center.

“What’s been differ-
ent during the past couple
of years is that many of the
issues that have dominat-
ed politics have had much
more direct impact on peo-
ple’s lives,” says Mitch Ko-
kai, senior political analyst
for the John Locke Foun-
dation. “Government man-
dates linked to COVID
have shut down business-
es, closed schools, limit-
ed people’s access to their
churches and civic groups.
Violent protests linked to
George Floyds death and
Black Lives Matter have
raised concerns about safety
and security. The fight over
Critical Race Theory fo-
cuses intently on what kids
are taught in school. Ris-
ing prices hit people in their
wallets.”

Consider the novel ways
many issues have become
unavoidably political. Ex-
actly which issue catalyz-
es a formerly apathetic vot-
er’s political engagement
depends on which culture
war battle is waged clos-
est to home. If a voter has
school-aged children, for
instance, should schools be
open for in-person instruc-
tion or closed to help fight
the pandemic? Should stu-
dents be forced to wear
masks? Should social jus-
tice theories be promoted
in classrooms? How about
gender identity surveys for
your fifth-grader?

A High Point Univer-
sity poll in April showed a
high level of engagement on

continued PAGE 11
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Erosion of trust in our systems has created a culture war

DONNA KING

EDITOR -IN-CHIEF '

t Carolina Journal we have

Alf:)een covering N.C. news
or more than 20 years.

More than ever, we see the blur-
ring lines between strategic mes-
saging and healthy debate, indi-
vidual freedom, and governmen-
tal mandates. When you dig in-
to our work you will find com-
pelling stories about real people
fighting for their own rights, and
yours, in what has become a cul-
ture war. Whether it is college stu-
dents demanding a well-rounded
education, parents fighting for au-

thority to make medical decisions
for their own children, or a Fort
Bragg soldier sacrificing for others
in Afghanistan, American courage
runs deep here in North Carolina,
and it is needed right now.

In this issue of Carolina Jour-

nal, we examine the culture wars
being fought in classrooms, board-
rooms, and battlefields. Imagine
if someone told you in 2018 that
Americans would soon be forced
to vaccinate themselves or face
losing their job, the right to be in
public, or attend school. Imag-
ine hearing that Americans, al-
lies, service dogs, and billions in
military hardware would be aban-
doned in Afghanistan in a chaotic
retreat. Could you have anticipat-
ed that American parents would
fear for their child’s future because
schools closed for an entire year, or
the U.S. Capitol would be rushed
by voters enraged by the results of
a presidential election?

Just as it was during 9/11, this
is a transformative time. Attitudes

are shifting, people are becom-
ing more aware of public policy
and international events. Howev-
er, during 9/11 the events unfold-
ed suddenly and there was a clear
enemy and crime. This time, the
lines are blurred, and people are
taking sides, expanding the pow-
er of government at the expense of
individual freedom. The gradual
erosion of liberty is boiling us like
lobsters.

Now freedom truly is one gen-
eration away from extinction, and
the battlefront is not just at the
ballot box, it is in all three branch-
es of government.

On taxpayer-paid college cam-
puses, students and staff are re-

continued PAGE 19

Exploring North Carolina led me to Venezuela and back

7

AMY 0. COOKE §
PUBLISHER

ONE THING Roy Cooper’s
absurd 20-month state
of emergency has afford-
ed me is the ability to ex-
plore this great state with-
out much hassle. I know
he didn’t mean to provide
me that opportunity, but I
seized it nonetheless.
With gas stations and
roadways open, I searched
for North Carolina’s icon-
ic photos — the Biltmore,
the Pisgah Covered Bridge,
the Diamond Lady — and
lesser-known places like
the Tartan Museum in
Franklin. From Blowing
Rock to Big Rock, from the
Blue Ridge Parkway to the
Outer Banks Scenic By-
way, this state is beautiful.
We must hold the re-
cord for most historical
roadside markers of any

Jonathan Uzcategui (center)

state in the Union. Ours
even have their own Twit-
ter profile: @NC_Mark-
ers. I highly recommend a
follow.

It’s North Carolina’s
people that are its richest
resource and the ties that
bind our complex cultur-
al tapestry. From native to
newcomer and everyone

Winning? Hardly

Biden lays blame for messy exits: Americans call for
more transparency

Aid, human rights groups work to free Afghans
What does it mean to be an American? ............................ 7
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Presidential approval polls.............. —

Youth business fair ....

in between, they recog-
nize the pride of place that
is unique to the Tar Heel
State. I've written about it
before. It’s an understat-
ed, understood feeling of
“there’s no place else I'd
rather be”

Occasionally on these
pages, I'll share the sto-
ry of someone I met who

made an impact on me
and is making an impact
in his community. I'll start
with Jonathan Uzcate-
gui, a Venezuelan immi-
grant, small business own-
er, and authentic antidote
to the insidious woke men-
tality that infects us today.
Add one more thing to his
resumé: Wilmington City
Council candidate.

His unbridled pas-
sion for being an Ameri-
can even made me ques-
tion if 'm worthy, and I'm
a homer. Uzcategui’s ex-
perience reminds us why
America really is that shin-
ing city on a hill — serv-
ing as a beacon of hope for
freedom and opportunity
seekers everywhere.

I went looking for him
following two meetings
when people asked, “Have
you met Jonathan Uzcate-
gui?” After asking them
to spell it, I said “no.” I'd
remember that name, I

) |

1

thought to myself. (It’s
pronounced Uz-got-key, or
at least that’s pretty close,
according to Jonathan.)

I tracked him down at
Churrasco, the restaurant
he and his wife Hope re-
cently opened. The menu
is loaded with family rec-
ipes that they’ve person-
alized over the years. I
caught up with Jonathan
later at his other busi-
ness — Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
— where he was mopping
floors and cleaning bath-
rooms.

Uzcategui escaped Hu-
go Chavez’s authoritarian
regime two decades ago.
He came here with noth-
ing but a strong work eth-
ic in search of opportunity.
He taught himself English
by watching daytime soap
operas “General Hospital”
and “All My Children.” He
raised a family and start-
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SSAY: Scenes from the Raleigh Children’s Business Fair YO u th biZ

fair sells

hope for
free

markets

BY DALLAS WOODHOUSE

espite efforts from the left
Dto bring cradle-to-grave

big government to Amer-
ica, dozens of talented entrepre-
neurs, ages 6 to 14, displayed
their keen business sense as part
of the annual Raleigh Children’s
Business Fair in early October.

This year’s fair featured 40
youth vendors showcasing and
selling original items in a mar-
ket-style setting, presenting one-
of-a-kind products, developed,
created, and marketed by the
young people. Some hot-selling
items included gourmet foods,
colorful hand-knitted scarfs, art,
greeting cards, bath salts, beauty
products, and comic books.

The fifth annual Raleigh Chil-
dren’s Business Fair, hosted by
the John W. Pope Foundation, re-
turned to Raleigh after a hiatus
in 2020 because of the pandemic.
The fair is part of a national pro-
gram created by Acton Academy,
with the goal of offering a safe and
fun entrepreneurial experience.
First held as a one-time event in
Austin, Texas, the program grew,
and today’s fairs are held around
the world and across North Caro-
lina. This is the fifth fair hosted by
the Pope Foundation.

Blake Ackiss, who is 11 and a
fifth-grader at Combs Elementa-
ry, developed a successful busi-
ness designing, making, and sell-
ing paracord bracelets

Blake told Carolina Jour-
nal he’s learning “salesmanship”
and is making “good contacts” to
help further grow the business he
started with his brother. The two
competed in a previous fair and
have refined their products since.

They named their business
Bash Brothers after former major

o leaguers Jose Canseco and Mark
..DADDTOVG 4:;7 = - - : =, . McGwire, both prolific power hit-
ISapprove 99

ters.
Unsure 4%
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Presidential
approval
ratings hit
new low

Biden approval rating
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P O Z
Cyrus Barbour, 13, displays at the Raleigh Chil-
dren's Business Fair.

Not only are the students
competing for customer dol-
lars; they’re also competing for
awards. Students are judged on
customer service, originality,
and potential for market success.
Market success is judged on ap-
pearance, sales strategy, market
knowledge, and scalability.

The Brown Sugar Sisters
showcased popular apple and lav-
ender bath salts and body scrubs,
as well as coconut body but-
ter. Sienna Forrester, 14, and her
13-year-old sister Savanna create
the products from scratch.

Thirteen-year-old Cyrus Bar-
bour and his 8-year-old sister Isis
design Anime T-shirts. Custom-
ers could also pick up their nov-
elty “slime” and silly string. Isis

Congress approval rating

I Approve 27% was quick to point out that she’s

: o learning “how to make money”

B Disapprove 69% and about what to do better next
Unsure 4% time.

The adoption of a rescue pet,
a little dog named Josie, spurred
13-year-old Anna Barbour (no re-

CJ PHOTO BY DALLAS WOODHOUSE

Gallup poll taken Sept. 1-17, 2021 +/- 4% of 1,005 " . T S
adults from all 50 states. Blake Ackiss, 11, answers a question at the Raleigh Children's Business Fair. continued PAGE 20
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Winning? Hardly

Biden lays blame for messy exits: Americans call for more transparency

BY JOHN TRUMP

ere winning in Af-
ghanistan. That was
the mantra, what they

told us. Never entirely true.

Some of it, maybe. Many of us
in the United States were admit-
tedly oblivious to the realities that
Taliban fighters still maintained
strongholds in the mountains, that
ferocious attacks on allied military
bases and outposts continued.

Suicide bombings, car bomb-
ings.

Winning?

People in the country — the
troops, advisers, contractors, and
journalists — knew better. Al-
most 20 years ago, they knew bet-
ter. They, too, knew better that, de-
spite the White House platitudes,
we didn’t get everyone out.

They're still there, and America
— as well as the rest of the world
— knows it.

President Biden on Aug. 31
talked about getting more than
5,500 Americans and thousands
of citizens, interpreters, and diplo-
mats, as well as their families, out
of Afghanistan.

“Now we believe that about
100 to 200 Americans remain in
Afghanistan with some intention
to leave,” he said in a prepared
speech. “Most of those who remain
are dual citizens, long-time resi-
dents who had earlier decided to
stay because of their family roots
in Afghanistan.”

People who have been there, in
that rugged, brutal, and war-torn
country, know better.

“The bottom line: 98% of
Americans in Afghanistan who
wanted to leave were able to leave,”
Biden said.

That’s not quite accurate, say
experts who lived and worked in
Afghanistan, as well as one state
lawmaker and a political science
professor at N.C. State University.
The lawmaker, Rep. John Szoka,
R-Cumberland, went as far as tell-
ing Carolina Journal that Biden,
if he had served in the military,
should be court-martialed.

JOHN SZOKA

PAGE 7: How did we get here,
and what does it mean to be an
American?

“It’s poor leadership taken to
a new low level,” says Szoka, who
served as a lieutenant colonel in
the Army and whose legislative
district includes Fort Bragg, home
to the 82nd Airborne Division and
18th Airborne Corps. The mas-
sive post encompasses some 250
square miles and, at times, hous-
es some 40,000 troops and their
families.

Biden, despite a long pedigree
of work in foreign relations — in-
cluding serving as chair of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee
and, of course, as vice president —
seems detached from internation-
al affairs, says Andy Taylor, profes-
sor of political science at N.C. State
University.

“This is someone who prided
himself on his foreign policy exper-
tise and skill,” Taylor says of Biden.

President Joe Biden speaks from the Treaty Room in the White House on April 14, 2021, about the withdrawal
of the remainder of U.S. troops from Afghanistan.

Biden, in his remarks after the
exit, blamed Republican Presi-
dents George W. Bush, who led the
initial attacks on Afghanistan in
2001, and Donald Trump, who set
the original withdrawal date.

He forgot to blame himself.

Yes, Bush and Trump made
mistakes, as did Barack Obama.
Biden, a good ar-
gument would
g0, probably
blundered most.
Thousands of

A}Ilnericanil, AmAf- If you were at
ghans, an er- :
o support- Bagram Air Base,

ers from myriad
countries remain
there.

Scared and be-
reft of necessities.
Under the rule of

or you're sitting
in a press con-
ference in the
Pentagon, you

preparing to give a speech to a
crowd of some 400 when he was
told the Taliban may be entering
the city and to please finish as soon
as possible.

“Still, I don’t know what I said
on the stage,” Ramizy told Tom
Palmer, Atlas Network vice presi-
dent, in a video interview.

Ramizy, speak-
ing to Palmer from
Albania,  under-
stood then that he
must find a way to
leave the country,
as the Taliban had
overrun Jalalabad.
Kabul would prob-
ably be next, and
then it would be
over.

“It will be fin-
ished, it will be de-

a terrorist organi- could t_ell people stroyed,” he said in
zation, its leaders the Taliban were the video, called
high on America’s largely defeated. “Last Days in Ka-
list of enemies. bul”

Trapped, their

... But if you were

Ramizy closed

voices silenced by

political  games-
manship, which
plays on.

a person who's
really spending
time there, you

his office, tried to
save and secure
what he could and
burn or hide oth-

Khalid Ramizy
is a human rights
activist with the
Afghanistan Eco-

knew the Taliban
was reconstitut-
ing and getting

er documents. He
erased his phone
data clean.

“Now they are

nomic and Legal stronger. coming to Kabul,
Studies Organiza- and they will take
tion. Ramizy was _ Jeff Newton everything  from

part of an annu-

al two-day youth

conference in Ka-

bul when the Tali-

ban poured into his home city.
On Aug. 12, the first day of the

meetings, security forces stopped

and killed a terrorist who, appar-

ently wearing a bomb, tried to en-

ter the conference. Ramizy was

us,” he said. “Noth-
ing was normal”
He tried to with-
draw money, but
banks closed amid the fear, the
confusion.

“It was a really, really bad day”

For him, and for all Afghanis
who embrace freedom and liberty.

Ramizy struggles with English,

yet his words to Palmer were coat-
ed in emotion, the scars almost au-
dible.

He changed his appearance. A
beard, new clothes and hairstyle.
To look like “them.”

“Everything
changed.”

He boarded a bus and managed
to survive the Taliban checkpoints,
all the while with friends “stuck
in Kabul,” captured, interrogat-
ed, tortured, though, Ramizy says,
eventually freed.

“It would be more than 500
pages in a book.” That’s what it
would take to tell his story, he told
Palmer.

TELL ME THE TRUTH

The truth about Afghanistan,
and our role there, remains deep-
ly dug in, behind the dark veil of
a savage and relentless enemy. But
that’s been the case from the start.

Jeff Newton is an Emmy-win-
ning military reporter, videogra-
pher, and storyteller. Newton cov-
ered the military and Fort Bragg
for The Fayetteville Observer in
the late 1990s and early 2000s.
He covered the war in Bosnia and
stories throughout the world. He
shuttled between Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, including, at one point,
living in Afghanistan for 11 con-
secutive months, returning to the
United States for maybe a cou-
ple of months each year. Newton
managed reporting teams for “60
Minutes,” the National Geograph-
ic channel, and VICE TV.

“I can’t even count the number
of embeds,” Newton says.

He remembers 2004, when a
homemade bomb destroyed his
Humvee. The Taliban attacking
his convoy in an ambush. Meet-

was totally

AP POOL

ings with the Taliban in Kabul, in
moving vans. Missions with Navy
Seals, with Special Forces soldiers,
and with conventional troops.
Embedded with the 101st and
82nd Airborne divisions, the 10th
Mountain Division.

Were winning, they told us
from Washington, D.C., in the ear-
ly 2000s, some 20 years ago.

Not so much, Newton told CJ.

“They were telling everybody
the Taliban was defeated, and I
was out on embeds in the moun-
tains, and they were not defeated
at all,” Newton says.

“If you were at Bagram Air
Base, or youre sitting in a press
conference in the Pentagon, you
could tell people the Taliban were
largely defeated, that you are shift-
ing to what they call PRCs [pro-
vincial reconstruction teams] ...
and helping the Afghans rebuild
their country. But if you were a
person who’s really spending time
there, you knew the Taliban was
reconstituting and getting stron-
ger.

Military and political media
spun reporters to places where
people were, indeed, rebuilding.
Trying to, anyway. Inoculating
children and animals against dis-
ease. Passing out food, candy.

“But there was still a lot of
fighting, and they weren’t spend-
ing a lot of time working hard to
get you out to those places to see
that. That wasn’t the message.”

Newton on Sept. 11, 2002, was
in a place called Khost, a large city
in southeastern Afghanistan, with
U.S. Special Forces soldiers and
some Afghans, who were holding
the base. Chapman Airfield years
before was the site of a suicide
bombing that killed seven CIA of-
ficers and contractors, as well as
two other people at the base there.
One of the worst days for Ameri-
cans in Afghanistan.

The terrorist attack at Ka-
bul airport that killed 13 Ameri-
can service members during the
exit was the worst single-day loss
for the Pentagon since 2011, when
insurgents shot down a Chinook
transport chopper on a night-
time mission in Wardak Province
southwest of Kabul, Yahoo News
reported.

Chapman at the time was a
small airfield, with no perime-
ter security save for some earthen
berms. It eventually became what
Newton called “sort of a mega-
base,” but during Newton’s time
there it housed about 200 people.

“I remember, they were doing
interviews up at Bagram Air Base
when I was at Chapman getting
attacked by the Taliban,” Newton
told CJ.

Mostly feel-good-type stories,
he says. Reflecting, remembering.

“They were telling people that
they were largely routed, the Tal-
iban, and I was in places where
that just simply wasn’t true.”

Newton shot a video of the Tal-
iban attacking Chapman. He sold
it to CBS.

“That was a really hot video at
the time because, with all the oth-
er stories, people were getting told

continued NEXT PAGE
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Help!

Aid, human rights groups
work to free Afghans
and others victimized by
Biden’s blunders

An Apache attack helicopter provides security from above while supplies are dropped off for U.S. Soldiers at

Bost Airfield, Afghanistan.

Jeff Newton on battlefield circulation in 2003 in Tarin Kut, Afghanistan. Tarin Kut was a town of contention at
the time and the Americans were holding into it along with their Afghan partners.

continued from PREVIOUS PAGE

that everything was all hunky-do-
ry”

Not the case. Just as today.
Just as Secretary of State Antony
Blinken blamed Trump for the
withdrawal debacle.

“It was a mess, and they’re ba-
sically trying to claim success,”
said Newton, who is harshly crit-
ical of Biden, though, he says,
Trump isn’t beyond reproach.

Trump negotiated with people
such as Mullah Abdul Ghani Bara-
dar, Newton says. Baradar escaped
to Pakistan after the U.S. inva-
sion. He’s now the country’s depu-
ty prime minister.

“My biggest thing is that
Trump negotiated with one of the
main creators of the Taliban, who
now is one of the de facto lead-
ers, after being led out by the Paki-
stanis at the request of the Trump
administration. That was a major,
major problem.

“But Biden ... could have re-

set the clock. He could have re-
inforced with troops for a prop-
er exit. He could have sent State
Department people in to process
thousands and thousands of vi-
sas since January when he got in-
to office. We could have told them
we’re going to need a couple more
months and just dealt with it.

“Everybody says the Tali-
ban would have started attack-
ing Americans,” Newton told CJ.
“Well, the Taliban was Kkilling all
the [Afghan] Army that was sup-
posed to hold the country any-
ways. They never stopped doing
that”

Newton compares the botched
exit to the moments before the Ti-
tanic sunk in the Atlantic. Upon
seeing the iceberg, Newton’s sce-
nario goes, the captain decides
it’s time for him to take his leave.
“Good luck,” he might have said,
and “I hear the band is great.”

“Nobody spent any time saying,
‘Let’s secure these three air bases
— Bagram, Kandahar, and Kabul.
... [L]et’s make sure the people we
want to get out — or off the ship

— get off the ship before the cap-
tain does.

“Instead, the captain and all
of his crew left early and then left
the people on the ship to man-
age the exit themselves. They had
to [add] 6,000 troops to the air-
port afterward, and they claimed
what a great job that they did for
it. They sent in a new captain and
more people to finally try to get as
many people off as they could and
in the end claimed what a success
it was.”

By the way, Newton said, the
airfields at Kandahar and Bagram
are relatively large, much more so
than Kabul. The standoff area, too,
is bigger.

“You don’t have people right
on the gate, and you could secure
the perimeter really well,” New-
ton said. “If the Taliban wanted to
come, you can kind of hold them
off with weapons or whatever you
wanted to do, and you could get
people inside that base, and they
could have done visa processing in

continued NEXT PAGE
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BY JOHN TRUMP

halid Ramizy can’t
Ksleep. How could he?

A human rights ac-
tivist with the Afghanistan
Economic and Legal Stud-
ies Organization, Ramizy stays
awake asking about the condi-
tions in Afghanistan, sending
messages and offering ways to
help. Offering hope.

Ramizy, who spoke with
Tom Palmer, Atlas Network
vice president, in a video inter-
view, escaped from his home in
Kabul to Albania. He spends his
days and nights sending emails
asking about sizes for shirts and
shoes. He leads other grass-
roots groups dedicated to free-
dom and liber-
ty, and he reads

tems and the banks are shut
down.

“He is effectively having to
face the prospect that he will
never see his brothers again. He
will never see his mother again,
in her 50s or 60s now, who’s
looking toward a long life by
herself”

Newton scoffs at the idea,
perpetuated by the Biden ad-
ministration, the United States
successfully  evacuated the
country, getting people most
vulnerable to the Taliban out.

“We took out about as many
people [who attend] a Univer-
sity of Michigan football game
on a Saturday afternoon. It was
was a colossal [screw-up].”

A new book, “Peril,” by Bob
Woodward and
Robert Costa,

notes from peo-
ple trapped
in Afghani-
stan. He reads
their messages.
That’s when the
tears come.

The legal
studies group,
its website
says, works to
promote  the
values of indi-
vidual freedom
and of the re-
sponsibility of
civil society. For
limited govern-
ment and the
rule of law. Free markets, free
societies. Women’s rights, hu-
man rights.

Real Islam, he says.

“We're fighting ... with our
pens, our books, our ideas.”

Jeff Newton, an Emmy-win-
ner reporter, videographer, and
producer who’s covered multi-
ple conflicts, including Afghan-
istan, tells the story of his Af-
ghan translator, who declared
asylum in the United States but
fought for years for his case to
be heard.

“We got him political asy-
lum because the Taliban was
leaving letters at his house,
telling him they were going to
come back, find him and kill
him,” Newton told Carolina
Journal. “And that was the ba-
sis by which we got him politi-
cal asylum.”

Eventually, his five children
and his wife joined him.

“He had all the documents,
and he had proof. Imagine now,
being somebody who can’t get
a passport because the Taliban
runs the passport office. Imag-
ine somebody who can’t cross
the border because the Taliban
doesn’t want these people to
get out. Imagine being some-
body who no longer has access
to money because all the sys-

Khalid Ramizy

says Biden was
blindly commit-
ted to ending the
war in Afghan-
istan and over-
ruled his advis-
ers — and al-
lied leaders —
who pushed for
a slower, more
deliberate with-
drawal.

Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Aus-
tin, writes the
New York Post,
citing the book,
“proposed a ‘gat-
ed’ withdrawal in
three or four stages during the
negotiations to keep the pres-
sure on. But Biden insisted
that he wouldn’t allow ‘mission
creep’ to extend the presence of
U.S. troops in Afghanistan.”

Still, people such as New-
ton, Ramizy, and Palmer —
through social networks, Af-
ghan support groups, and the
like — continue working to get
people out, by negotiating with
neighboring countries, building
so-called “land bridges,” to plac-
es such as Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan.

“But it’s so messed up now,”
Newton says. “They’ve now cre-
ated a situation where peo-
ple are going to have to coun-
try-hop for the next five to 10
years to eventually make it to
the United States.”

Donor countries pledged
during a United Nations appeal
to open their purse strings to
the tune of $1.2 billion in hu-
manitarian aid, The Associat-
ed Press reports. “But attempts
by Western governments and
international financial insti-
tutions to deprive the Tali-
ban-controlled government of
other funding sources until its
intentions are clearer also has
Afghanistan’s most vulnerable
citizens hurting.”
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the hangars there, for months.

“That way, when everybody
needs to go, they have their paper-
work. If you treat the visa process
like an ... emergency and not like
a standard, ‘Oh, I-want-to-go-to-
the-U.S.-on-vacation visa process,
then you would have had more of
a chance of getting those things
done. Instead, people were try-
ing to get marriage certificates to-
gether and passports together in
a country where that stuff is not a
quick process.”

KNOCK ON THE DOOR

Newton has many friends still
in Afghanistan. Still needing to
leave. Always fearing a knock on
their door.

“I've gotten people out over the
past several years, but in this pro-
cess, the mass evacuation, I had
17 people on a list, ... and none of
them got out, despite being at the
airport with electronic and na-
tional identity cards and all sorts
of information that should have let
them pass through the gate.”

People with friends, family,
and associates who have left Af-
ghanistan. Safe now, maybe, but
never to forget the threats, the in-
nuendo, the naked fear.

“We had reasonable excus-
es to get them out,” Newton said.
“We filled out forms, all that stuff
that we’re supposed to do for their
brand-new program, and not a
single call back from State. No-
body let anybody through the
gate”

Say, for example, a group of
people is living in a house, or a
compound, Newton says. May-
be you, me, and 20 family mem-
bers. In this scenario, he says, you
and I have all the guns. The Tali-
ban has surrounded our house, or
the block, even. We, the ones with
the guns, decide we can leave. So
we do.

“Don’t worry,” we might say.
“We've got your back.”

“What would you expect our
people in the compound to do?”
Newton asks.

“They would not know how
to get out, and we'd have to come
back and get them. To me, one of
the simplest philosophies is that
you have to have an airport ready
to evacuate a lot of people. You
have to have a standoff area, es-
pecially when your enemy occu-
pies the area right outside the gate.
You need to be able to clear an area
where they can’t easily mortar and

Is it likely that green card
holders left behind in
Afghanistan will be used as
hostages by the Taliban?

I Very Likely 48%
Somewhat Likely 25%
Unlikely 16%
Other/Unsure 11%

rocket your base, because youre
bringing in flights.”

Take back the streets? Impossi-
ble now, Newton says.

“It’s like putting the toothpaste
back in the tube. ... Once you lost
a city, you were [screwed]. Once
you lost the city, there was no way
that that mission was going to look
anything like what
it  should have
looked like.

“It would have
looked exactly like
it did in the end,
but that’s [the
Biden administra-
tion’s] fault, be-
cause they gave it
up too early with-
out planning a
proper exit and
... people couldn’t
freely move to the
airport because the
Taliban now had
the city.

“There are lots
and lots of peo-
ple. Everybody on
my list is still in
the city terrified
right now ... of the
knock that’s going
to come on their door.”

The Taliban, he says, may ask
whether you worked for a U.S. me-
dia company, or if your brother
did.

“

Oh, you were the mother of ...
where is he?’

We know that
people are scared
and terrified, and
the Biden ad-
ministration, I'm
sorry — and I sup-
ported Joe Biden
for this presiden-
cy — he has really
[screwed] them.

- Jeff Newton

Humiliated

A revelation by Secretary of State
Antony Blinken that thousands of
U.S. green card holders were left
behind in Afghanistan has voters
worried that these Americans will
become Taliban hostages, and most
agree it is a “national humiliation,”
Rasmussen Reports says of its poll
in late August.

The national telephone and online
survey, according to Rasmussen,
finds 73% of likely U.S. voters
believe it is likely that green card
holders — permanent, legal U.S.
residents — left behind in Afghani-
stan will be used as hostages by the
Taliban, including 48% who say it's
very likely. Only 16% think it's un-
likely the Taliban will use Americans
as hostages in Afghanistan. Another
11% are not sure.

“We know that those things
are happening right now,” New-
ton says. “We know that people are
scared and terrified, and the Biden
administration, I'm sorry — and I
supported Joe Biden for this pres-
idency — he has really [screwed]
them.”

We were never winning in Af-
ghanistan. Not re-
ally. Winners?
That can be debat-
ed. Losers? How
about  everyone
still there praying
to be just about
anyplace else?

Yet we left
them, Newton
says. We dropped
the tent at Ba-
gram, packed up
what we could,
and broke camp.
Guns, ammo, he-
licopters, planes.
In the middle of
the night, in total
darkness. Just ...
gone.

“What do you
think that’s going
to do to your Af-
ghan partners? If
suddenly you start leaving in the
middle of the night, months be-
fore youre supposed to, and you
want them to stand alone and
fight when you take all their logis-
tical training, their air support.”

“I've spent so much time with

L

Firebase Wilderness, where American troops were trying to keep

aroad

open so crews could pave it. A week after this photo was taken, the
Americans were hit with an IED killing five U.S. troops.

COURTESY JEFF N EWTON

Tired and spent, somewhere over Eastern Afghanistan in a U.S. Army

Blackhawk, Jeff Newton returns to Kabul after a month in the field.

Afghan fighters, they’re not scared
of anything,” Newton says.

“They’ll fight to the death, but
if they think the proper move for
them is to switch sides or stand
down because their partner is leav-
ing, and that’s the best negotiating
position they can be in, of course,
they’re going to do that.

“Their little towns are be-
ing surrounded by the Taliban,
and they've got no air support
anymore. They’ve got no part-
ner standing with them. They’re
all getting on planes to go home.
Their only logical conclusion was
to try to surrender.”

Many, if not most, would have
preferred not to surrender, he said.
Not to quit, but rather to keep
fighting.

But Afghan military command-
ers cut their own deals, in whatev-
er part of the vast country, Newton
says. No one was left to help them.

“They called it cowardly for not
fighting for their own country. But
theyre going to run out of ammo
and weapons in these little towns,
and suddenly have nobody to bring
them in any more ammo, any food,
nothing, while the Taliban wait-
ed for them and surrounded them
and killed them off, one town after
another.”

Ramizy, the activist, says the
Taliban destroyed the morale of
the Aghan army, persuading peo-
ple through fear and hyperbole.
The Afghan leaders didn’t help,
Ramizy said.

“They were only thinking
about themselves.”

Devoid of strategies, plans, or
will.

“They were not thinking about
the people,” said Ramizy, who
works incessantly to get people
out, by road or any other conceiv-
able means.

“This is important to convey,”
Newton says.

“I don’t believe that we would
have done any more by staying an-
other 10 years. I wrote a piece for
CBS Digital on the 10-year anni-
versary, which basically said, ‘Look

.. it’s in worse shape now, at the
10-year anniversary, than it was
when we first went in, and it’s not
going to get any better.

“‘I'm not a believer that we
need to stay another 20 years to
fix the place. My problem was with
the exit”

An exit he called, simply, “dis-
gusting”

“You know, everybody says
there was never going to be a clean
exit. Well, there could have been a
much cleaner exit. There’s nobody
in their right mind who thinks
that was a good exit, except for
Biden. And that’s all political the-
ater.

“There was no way you were
going to fix Afghanistan,” Newton
told CJ. “No way. We should have
realized that five or 10 years in.

“It’s going to be much worse
now, and it will go back to civil
war. It’s already started.”

COURTESY JEFF NEWTON
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How did we get here:

What does it mean to be an American?

BY JOHN TRUMP

ohn Szoka, an Army veter-
Jan, was thinking about 9/11.

About the attacks and the
aftermath.

The ghost-like figures, covered
in ash, emerging from the destruc-
tion.

All looking much the same.
Shocked, shaken, and scared. No
tags or labels.

“You couldn’t tell if someone
was black, white, Hispanic, rich,
poor. Everybody was the same.
We were all Americans. We were
all the same,” said Szoka, a retired
lieutenant colonel and N.C. House
Republican who represents Cum-
berland County, which includes
Fayetteville and Fort Bragg.

The American culture, partic-
ularly in recent years, is shifting
and seemingly careening off path,
speeding toward steep and danger-
ous cliffs.

Think back 20 years, Szoka
says.

“We weren’t hyphenated Amer-
icans. We weren't white. We
weren't black. We weren’t this,
or we weren't that. The country
pulled together. It was one of our
finest hours.”

Compare that with the divi-
sive country of today. We fight
each other over ideologies, values,
and the ways in which we choose
to live our lives. The predominant
idea now is those who think or act
differently are, without argument,
just plain wrong.

Of course, college freshmen in
2021 weren’t even born when the
terrorists attacked the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. It’s hard
for them to understand the senti-
ment then, particularly in the po-
larized country of today.

“They dont really have any
kind of understanding of the sen-
timent of the time,” said Andy Tay-
lor, political science professor at
N.C. State University. “They didn’t
really even have that much of a
sense of how unified the country
was, for at least a short period of
time. That makes it a harder sell.
And the kinds of issues that we
tend to be focused on these days,
particularly with regards to the
pandemic and other matters, are
inward-looking.”

Szoka attributes this attitude,
at least in part, to the idea of giv-
ing trophies to all, regardless of
the outcome. Young people rally
around socialism, or even commu-
nism, at the same time lacking any
sort of historical context or what
those ideologies mean.

“How do we go from the nation
rallying around the country to kids
like this who are so misguided they
don’t even understand what Amer-
ica means?” Szoka asked. “They
don’t understand what it means
to be an American, and this coun-
try really is the only country in the
world where you can be, literally,
president if you want.

“You can do whatever you want
to do. You've got to work hard, and
youre rewarded for that. I think
some of that, and obviously I'm a
Republican ... has been engendered
by the Obama administration, and
now double-downed in spades by
the Biden administration, of giving
things out for free. Were devaluing
work and achievement.”

A man props up an American flag at the north pool during ceremonies to commemorate the 20th anniversary of
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks at the National September 11 Memorial and Museum in New York.

Win or lose. Period.

“If the enemy’s standing on
your throat, you lost. You dont
get a participation trophy. You
don’t get anything,” Szoka says. “So
there’s this weakening in the coun-
try, I think of what it truly means
to be an American, and we need to
get back to that ... just pull togeth-
er as a country once again. How
we're going to make that happen, I
don’t know.”

Szoka also blames a gener-
al lack of leadership, accountabil-
ity, and responsibility, in myriad
spheres but particularly in govern-
ment.

Make a decision and own it,
sans excuses and blame. As it is in

the military. Afghanistan provides
a glaring, if not horrific, example.

“All T've seen from the federal
government, so far, from the peo-
ple in power, is the complete lack
of accountability and complete
unwillingness to take on respon-
sibility for any of the decisions
they’ve made,” Szoka said. “It’s
poor leadership taken to a new
low level.”

He points sharply at Presi-
dent Biden and his administration,
which continues a mantra of blam-
ing others yet excusing themselves.

For Biden and his people, the
previous president is a popular tar-
get.

“Even if youre dealt a bad

Szoka: “We weren’t hyphenated Americans. We weren’t white. We weren’t black. We weren’t this, or we weren’t
that. The country pulled together. It was one of our finest hours.”

hand, President Trump has been
out of office since January. ... He’s
not the president anymore. When
you're in charge, take responsibili-
ty for your actions. Be accountable
for your decisions.”

Many of Szoka’s constituents
are veterans or even current mili-
tary members. Or just people who
live in a community dominated by
military culture. Some of the of-
ten-colorful conversations, Szoka
said, make him want to cry.

Stories from hard-working peo-
ple, of all ideologies and color. Peo-
ple at all levels of income, doing all
kinds of jobs. Many of the conver-
sations carry a strong undertone
of complete disgust, of disillusion-

AP PHOTO/JOHN MINCHILLO

COURTESY JOHN SZOKA

ment with Biden, who oversaw the
mess of an exit from Afghanistan.

People who are “thoroughly
and utterly disgusted.”

“I havent polled it,” Szoka
said, “but just based on who’s call-
ing me, it’s pretty much that every
group is entirely pissed off”

Then there are the wounded
service members, those with inju-
ries both visible and hidden from
public view.

“Veterans are incredibly dis-
tressed,” he said.

These aren’t weak people. But
they are people willing to give their
lives for their country, and they
most certainly expected something
better than the debacle in Afghani-
stan. Their service should have val-
ue, meaning.

“What I tell folks is there’s huge
value in it, and don’t ever doubt
that for a minute,” Szoka said.

The United States hasn’t seen a
major attack at home since 9/11, he
said, and we’'ve shown thousands
of Afghans that there can be an an-
other way to live and to prosper.

The way Americans left Af-
ghanistan, however, failed horribly
in conveying that message.

“I was thinking,” Szoka said,
“that if President Biden had been a
member of the military, he should
be court-martialed for com-
plete ineptness. That was my first
thought.”

American support for the war
in Afghanistan has slowly yet
steadily waned since our initial in-
volvement some 20 years ago, and
that goes across administrations,
said Taylor.

Again, our exit will engrain an
ugly exclamation point. Imposing
a hard deadline was one problem.

“This is something that Pres-
ident Bush, actually, and to some
extent President Obama, talked
about in Iraq,” Taylor said. “You
don’t want to give people an actual
deadline, because then your enemy
will be able to adjust strategy ac-
cordingly, and it puts you at a sig-
nificant disadvantage.”

To that extent, he said, Trump
is as culpable as Biden.

“He really started to push us
with the withdrawal,” Taylor said.
“His administration negotiated
with the Taliban, and the with-
drawal was part of that. ... [But]
it still had to be executed, and that
clearly is where you can point the
finger solely at the Biden adminis-
tration. If they were kind of geared
for this, there should have been
some significant plan of how to get
U.S. citizens, and those the U.S.
wanted to get out, out of Afghan-
istan.”

That would involve considering
important factors, such as better
predicting the capacity of Afghan
forces to resist the Taliban’s ad-
vances, or working harder to mini-
mize the amount of equipment the
United States — or, for that matter,
Afghan forces — would leave for
the Taliban.

Taylor says the past two pres-
idents may be the least interna-
tionalist presidents the nation has
elected since World War II.

Trump preached “America
First” But Biden, as Taylor says,
has an extensive foreign affairs
pedigree, including chairman of

continued PAGE 12
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Thank you for being such loyal fans of
Brigs At The Village. Sadly we are unable
to find enough staff to have two Brigs In

Cary so our Tryon Village location is
permanently closed. We poured our

heart and soul into this location but just
couldn't make it work. Please come visit
us at our Maynard Rd location at 1225

N.W. Maynard Rd.

Thank You, Lisa and Mike

After operating for more than a decade, Brigs restaurant on Tryon Road in Cary closed in August due to staffing

shortages.

_”

Help wanted

Expanded unemployment benefits blamed
for staffing shortages, business closures

BY DAVID BASS

4 I Yhe federal government’s
expanded  $300-a-week
federal =~ unemployment

benefits expired Sept. 6, but

their impact continues to be felt
by businesses across North Car-
olina experiencing severe staff-
ing shortages.

In some cases, the lack of avail-

2010 2012
In the November
2010 election,
Republicans gained
a majority in the
state House and
Senate for the first
time in a century, the
culmination of long-
term trends driven
by national party

able workers has meant businesses
have closed for good. A well-loved
breakfast and brunch restau-
rant in Cary is one of the casual-
ties. After operating for over a de-
cade, the Brigs location in the Try-
on Village shopping center shut-
tered Aug. 18 due to staffing short-
ages the founder attributes to the
expanded federal unemployment
benefits.

Under the new maps, Democrats went
from seven seats in the U.S. House to four
in the 2012 elections, while Republicans
grew from six seats to nine. Two years
later, Republicans picked up another seat,
bringing the gap to 10 to three. The U.S.
House maps were used in the 2012 and
2014 elections.

The General Assembly maps approved in

“I don’t know of a single busi-
ness owner who doesn’t blame
[the federal unemployment ben-
efits] for their staffing shortages,”
owner David Brigham told Caroli-
na Journal.

Until early September, the un-
employed could qualify for up to
$650 a week — or around $16 an
hour — in total when the federal
benefits are combined with state

2015

Opponents file a suit
challenging General
Assembly districts. The
case in federal court,
known as North Carolina
v. Covington, claimed
that mapmakers
improperly used race to
pack African Americans
into nine N.C. Senate

February 2016

A federal appeals
court ruled that
the congressional
districts drawn

in 2011 were
unconstitutional
and ordered an
immediate redraw.

benefits.

LABOR SHORTAGE

The closure of the Tryon Village
Brigs isn’t an isolated story. News
reports across the state document
the same pattern of severe labor
shortages. The Durham-based
staffing firm Hire Dynamics told
the News & Observer in August it
has seen turnover rates spike from
25% to 55% this year, even though
its client firms are paying a mini-
mum of $15 to $17 an hour.

“The jobs are out there. The
trouble is getting people to go
to work,” said regional manager
Leigh Whitehurst.

Larry Cerilli, co-owner of
Snoopy’s Hog Dogs in Raleigh,

Z told WRAL-TV in May that his
% four restaurant locations were
= down by 60% of their employees.
% The lack of labor prompted the
Z restaurant chain to close its dining
& rooms and offer takeout only.
5 Inthe Triad, the owner of Am-
& oroso’s Bakery closed his flagship
S location in High Point due to lack
of staff. “We’re not closing down
because of lack of sales,” owner
Ralph Amoroso told WGHP-TV.
“We're strictly closing down be-
cause we don’t have the people to
man it. That’s unusual. It’s really
strange.”

According to Brian Balfour, se-
nior vice president of research at
the John Locke Foundation, no
one should be surprised that high-
er unemployment benefits lead
fewer people to look for work.

“Government checks are com-
peting with paychecks, and the
government checks are at a big ad-
vantage because they don’t require
people to work,” Balfour said. “It
will be very interesting to see how
quickly people who have been col-
lecting unemployment attempt to
return to the work force now that
the federal subsidies have ended.”

BRIGS’ CLOSURE

The Brigs chain of restau-
rants — with locations in Raleigh,
Durham, Wake Forest, and Cary
— was founded in October 1988
by Brigham and his wife Susan.
The Tryon Village location of Brigs

September 2016

Left-leaning groups Common Cause
and League of Women Voters sue to
try to block the new congressional
maps, arguing that the 2016 maps
constituted "one of the worst
partisan gerrymanders in modern
American history" by creating
districts such that Democrats could

once had 30 employees, but re-
cently that number had dwindled
to a dozen, Brigham said.

He said his chain of restaurants
had a record-breaking May, June,
July, and the first half of August in
terms of sales, as pandemic-weary
people flocked back to restaurants.
But the staffing shortages made it
impossible to operate.

“It got down to where we had
two cooks and two prep cooks,”
Brigham said. “One of the owners
was there on the weekends wash-
ing dishes because she didn’t have
enough staff. We had a line at the
door and a 45-minute wait for a
table, and she’s in the back wash-
ing dishes”

The restaurants pay all em-
ployees a minimum of $15 an
hour, but even that wasn’t enough
to keep a full staff.

“If people would get off their
butts and go to work, there would
be no shortages,” he said.

LAWMAKERS’ EFFORTS
THWARTED

Over the summer, Republican
leadership in the N.C. General As-
sembly passed Senate Bill 116, a
measure that would have ended
the state’s participation in the ex-
panded benefits earlier than the
September deadline. The ratio-
nale: The extra benefits were hurt-
ing businesses and customers.

“You can leave this build-
ing and drive within a quarter
mile, and you can find help-want-
ed signs everywhere,” said House
Speaker Tim Moore, R-Cleve-
land, in June. “Workers are need-
ed. Right now, we have a system in
place that is essentially incentiviz-
ing not working. That is not right.
That is not good for people, that is
not good for this state.”

On July 2, Gov. Roy Cooper ve-
toed S.B. 116, arguing in his ve-
to message, “Prematurely stop-
ping these benefits hurts our state
by sending back money that could
be injected into our economy with
people using it for things like food
and rent.”

North Carolina’s unemploy-
ment rate has declined from a
high of 13.5% in April and May
2020 to 4.4% in July 2021.

January 2017

State Republicans
appealed to the
U.S. Supreme
Court and asked for
special elections

to be put on hold.
That request was
granted.

win most votes statewide but still
be relegated to three congressional

politics. 2011 were used in the 2012 through the districts and 19 N.C. seats.
2016 elections. House districts.
. ! | | l o—3 3
’ —? — 9 |
2011 2013 November 2016 May 2017

The new Republican majority in the

General Assembly begins the decennial
task of redrawing electoral maps for the
U.S. House, as well as the state House and
Senate. Under the law, districts may not

Opponents begin mounting a legal challenge to the congressional maps
on the grounds they amounted to an unconstitutional racial gerrymander.
Mapmakers were not allowed to pack members of a minority group into
one district or spread them apart unreasonably to minimize their effect in

elections.

be drawn based on race and county lines

are to be followed as much as possible.
But at this point, legislatures were allowed

The challenges focused on congressional Districts 1 and 12, both heavily
favoring Democrats to prevent challenges in Republican-held districts.

by the U.S. Supreme Court to take party

registration and past election results into

account while drawing lines.

Then-N.C. Sen. Bob Rucho led the Senate
maps, and Rep. David Lewis was in charge

of U.S. House and N.C. House.

The congressional challenge came in the case McCrory v. Harris, which
later changed its name to Cooper v. Harris. This federal court challenge

argued that Republican mapmakers relied too heavily on race while

out to dilute their impact.

drawing districts. Republicans contended they were trying to uphold the
Voting Rights Act, which requires minority groups to have districts with
enough to have an effect at the ballot box, as opposed to being spread

Congressional elections

are held under new maps,
including a new 12th District
held entirely in Mecklenburg

County. Republicans maintain

a 10-3 advantage in the
congressional delegation.

Later that month, a federal
court ruled that the state
House and Senate districts
were unconstitutional and
ordered them redrawn by
March 2017, with special
elections to be held that fall
under the new districts.

The U.S. Supreme Court upholds
the lower court ruling that

the 2011 congressional maps
did constitute an illegal racial
gerrymander. But by that point,
the districts had been changed,
so the effects were moot.
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Questionable criteria on N.C. worker ranking beg a deeper dive

Study grabs
media attention
rating N.C.
‘worst for
workers, but
what 18 1t
measuring?

BY DONNA KING

orth Carolina’s economic
| \ | health seems strong. Tax-
es are low, cost of living
is reasonable, and a recent CN-
BC study gave the state a No. 2
ranking as “Best
for Business” be-
cause of solid
growth, quality
work force, busi-
ness friendliness,
and technology.

It's all meant
that more indi-
vidual  workers
are making this
home every year,
with average full-
time wages at
$54,000 a year in
2021. But arecent
study from Ox-
Fam, a Boston ad-
vocacy group that
lobbies for gov-
ernment entitle-
ment policies, rat-
ed N.C. dead last
for workers.

Why the dis-
parity? The two
studies paint dif-
ferent pictures of our great state
because they look at different data
from a different point of view and
a different agenda. Reading be-
tween the lines is required to be an

This is more of a
left-wing progres-
sive ideological
wish list of inter-
ventionist policies
rather than which
states are actually
creating jobs, cre-
ating opportuni-
ties, and creating
income growth for
workers.

- Brian Balfour,
John Locke Foundation

informed news consumer.

The OxFam study got more lo-
cal media coverage by labeling
N.C. as one of the “worst places
to work” in the United States. Ox-
Fam cites the reason as the lack of
intervention policies by the state
government, such as the fact that
the N.C. minimum wage aligns
with federal law, and its right-to-
work status means it isn’t fertile
for unionizing. The authors failed
to calculate in the large number of
people moving to North Carolina
for work or the overall higher av-
erage wage.

“This index is specifically just
looking at state-level policies for
workers,” said Kaitlyn Hender-
son, lead researcher for OxFam, in
an interview with Carolina Jour-
nal. “We really wanted to cele-
brate those states that are seeking
to support even the worker who
earns the least amount of money.”

The OxFam study gave three
criteria for judg-
ing a good en-
vironment for
workers: the pres-
ence of a mini-
mum wage law
compared to the
cost of living,
power of labor
unions and col-
lective  bargain-
ing, and regulato-
ry laws mandat-
ing some benefits,
such as requiring
that all businesses
give sick and va-
cation days.

OxFam  held
up New York
and California as
among the best
places for work-
ers because they
have $15 and $12
hourly minimum
wages, respective-
ly and their state policies encour-
age unions. However, the two are
tied for second place for the high-
est unemployment rates in the
country, and both have notorious-

Redistricting timeline

BY ANDREW DUNN

N.C. voters rarely voted in the same districts twice over the past
half-decade, as legal challenges required the General Assembly
to redraw state legislative and congressional districts numerous
times. As the General Assembly prepares for redistricting after the
2020 census, here’s a look at the debacle that followed the last

one.

A worker enters Red Hat's headquarters in Raleigh. CNBC recently gave the state a No. 2 ranking as 'Best for

TOM SCHMUCKER

Business.' But OxFam rated N.C. last for workers. The OxFam study gave ratings based solely on minimum
wage workers, which is only about 5% of North Carolina's full-time workforce.

#2

BEST STATE FOR BUSINESS

CNBC study gave North Carolina a No. 2 ranking as
“Best for Business” because of solid growth, quality

work-force, business friendliness, and technology.

ly high cost of living. Those fac-
tors are driving people out of state
in record numbers. OxFam said it
did not calculate in worker satis-
faction, either.

“This index is supposed to just
be a capture of the policies that do
and don’t exist,” said Henderson.
“It’s kind of a resource for people
at the state level and at the federal
level to say where do these policies
exist and where do they not.”

“This is more of a left-wing

January 2018

In early January, a federal court rules the 2016
congressional maps were an unconstitutional partisan
gerrymander and ordered the maps to be redrawn

immediately.

N.C. Republicans quickly filed an emergency appeal
to the U.S. Supreme Court, asking them to decide the
case and put the district redrawing on hold. It was

granted Jan. 18.

A trial court rules that North Carolina should use the

progressive ideological wish list
of interventionist policies rath-
er than which states are actually
creating jobs, creating opportuni-
ties, and creating income growth
for workers,” said the John Locke
Foundation’s Brian Balfour. “What
they favor are things that make it
more expensive to hire workers,
which means that fewer workers
are hired.”

The OxFam study also gave
ratings based solely on minimum

August 2018

A U.S. District
Court panel ruled
the congressional

lines were an

unconstitutional
partisan gerrymander.
The court would
later decide the

#52

BEST STATE TO WORK
OxFam, a Boston advocacy group that lobbies for
government entitlement policies, rated N.C. dead last

for workers.

wage workers, which is about 5%
of North Carolina’s full-time work
force.

“If you are going to create a
ranking of states that are best
states to work, I would think you'd
include states that are actually
putting people to work,” said Bal-
four. “States with higher rates of
employment and job growth and
higher wage growth — more jobs
and higher wages, that sounds
pretty good for workers to me.”

August 2021

The General Assembly
adopts rules for the
upcoming redistricting
process. This includes
not taking partisan,
electoral, or racial data
into account.

2018 elections could
proceed using the

special master's maps for 2018 for legislative districts.

|

|

current districts.

S S— |

June 2017

The Supreme
Court sided with
the lower federal
court in the state
legislative district
case, agreeing
the districts were
unconstitutional.
The Supreme
Court told the
lower court to
figure out if North
Carolina should
hold special
elections in 2017.

August 2017 October 2017
The General The federal
Assembly begins appeals court
drawing new appoints a

state legislative
districts. These
new 2017 maps
are challenged
as still not good
enough, though
only 12 districts
were challenged,
instead of 28.

to draw some
legislative
districts.

“special master”

1

February 2018

The U.S. Supreme
Court partially
blocks the ruling
on the General
Assembly districts.
The lines from the
2017 redraw are
to be used in Wake
and Mecklenburg
counties, while the
special master's
maps will be used
for the other six
counties changed.

?

June 2018

The U.S.
Supreme Court
rules this
scenario is to
be used in the
2018 elections
for the General
Assembly.

¢ 9

=

September 2019 November 2019 April 2021
Common Cause files a new The General The U.S. Census
lawsuit challenging the 2016 Assembly approves Bureau releases
congressional maps, alleging  a new set of some results from

they constitute an illegal
partisan gerrymander. The
courts block the use of these
maps in the upcoming 2020
elections.

The courts declare the 2017
General Assembly districts an
unconstitutional gerrymander.
The General Assembly draws
new state House and Senate
districts for use in the 2020
elections.

congressional
districts, just a
few weeks before
candidate filing.

the 2020 census.
North Carolina
officially gains a 14th
congressional seat.

DISTRICTS DRAWN:

e 2011, 2017 (not used in an election),
2018, 2019 for General Assembly

e 2011, 2016, 2019 for congressional races
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Indoctrination and discrimination

N.C. parents
say public
schools are
usurping
their
authority

BY DAVID BASS

arents in North Carolina
Preport feeling increasingly

concerned about the public
schools’ efforts to usurp their pa-
rental authority on topics such
as mask and COVID-19 vac-
cine mandates and the teaching
of controversial race and gender
theories.

The debate heated up over
the summer as lawmakers in the
General Assembly passed an an-
ti-indoctrination bill — House
Bill 324, Ensuring Dignity and
Nondiscrimination in Schools —
aimed at preventing teaching that
one race or sex is inherently supe-
rior to another. That bill passed
both chambers along party lines,
but Gov. Roy Cooper vetoed it.

House lawmakers passed a bill
meant to ensure that school dis-
tricts — not state government
— have sole discretion in setting
mask mandates for classrooms.
Meanwhile, parents have disrupt-
ed local school board meetings —
in Buncombe County, for instance
— over universal mask mandates.

Other parents are upset be-
cause schools are bypassing their
authority on COVID-19 vaccines.
In Guilford County, one mother
reported that her 14-year-old son
on the football team was given a
shot without parental consent.

“As parents and guardians be-
came more engaged in the educa-
tion of their children during the
pandemic, they discovered that
their schools enforced arbitrary
rules, maintained counterproduc-
tive practices, and delivered po-
liticized instruction,” said Terry
Stoops, director of the Center for
Effective Education at the John
Locke Foundation.

“Rather than using parental
objections as an opportunity to

Teachers
uUnion on
decline

continued from PAGE 1

a 3.3% increase, and charters saw
a bump of 7.7%, or around 9,000
students.

“Over the last decade, North
Carolina went from laggard to
leader in parental choice,” noted
Terry Stoops, director of the Cen-
ter for Effective Education at the
John Locke Foundation. “Sim-
ply put, North Carolina is a better
place because its citizens embrace

- e
-
(e et

A mother protests in Raleigh, North Carolina. Parents report feeling increasingly concerned about the public

schools’ efforts to usurp their authority regarding masks, vaccine mandates and controversial race theories.

reflect on the logic of existing ar-
rangements, many school employ-
ees and school board members
simply dismissed the legitimate
concerns of families and bristled
at anyone who dared to question
their judgment.”

SOUNDING OFF ON CRT

Sue Googe, who ran for the
U.S. House in 2016 to repre-
sent the 4th Congressional Dis-
trict, says she has personal experi-
ence with indoctrination. She was
born in communist China in the
early 1970s and remembers being
in school from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
away from her family.

“I'm extra sensitive when some-
one wants to rewrite a curriculum
to indoctrinate students,” she said.
“Critical Race Theory is a sneaky
way to cave in American society,
because it will create a division and
take advantage of racial differences
and stir up a fight. In order to de-
feat a nation, you have to divide it.
A united nation is difficult to de-
feat. A united nation will general-
ly agree in history-pride and heri-
tage-pride. But the goal is to divide
them and make them ashamed of
their heritage.”

educational freedom.”

Meanwhile, a statewide cam-
paign launched by the John Locke
Foundation — publisher of Caroli-
na Journal — urges public school
teachers to save $500 in dues each
year by leaving the NCAE.

The billboards are present in
high-population areas of the state,
including the two largest school
districts of Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Schools and Wake County
Public Schools.

The campaign includes a dig-
ital component at LeaveNCAE.
com, in which teachers receive in-
structions on cutting ties with the
NCAE.

“The John Locke Foundation
embraces diversity of thought,”
said Locke President Donald
Bryson in a statement. “We are
pro-teacher. We believe educators

Natalya Androsova, a Wake
County resident who emigrated
from Russia 22 years ago, expe-
rienced indoctrination firsthand.
Her daughter is a sophomore in
the public school
system, but An-
drosova  pulled
her out in August

came a product of this propagan-
da, truly believing the Communist
Party was only good. I believed my
teachers because I loved them and
I trusted them.”

“I see the same
pattern here in our
public schools,” she
told lawmakers.

and opened a ho- : s “Marxist ideology
meschool acade- Y\htl_lout notic called Critical Race
my. Critical Race ing it, I became Theory is embed-
Theory was one a product of this ded in the curric-
reason. ulum and thought.

“I grew up in prop_aganda. As an aware par-
the Soviet Union, I believed my ent, I cannot allow
and I have expe- teachers because my child to absorb
rience firsthand in any of that ideol-

I'loved them and

indoctrination in
communist  pro-
paganda,” An-
drosova told the
Senate Education
and Higher Edu-
cation Commit-
tee in debate over
the vetoed bill to
ban indoctrina-
tion and discrim-
ination in pub-
lic schools. “It was everywhere,
including in school curriculum,
mostly language arts and social
studies. Without noticing it, I be-

should have the freedom to affili-
ate as they see fit, and we believe
the NCAE stopped representing
the best interests of teachers and
students long ago, in exchange for
partisan gains.”

For teachers who choose to
leave the union, there’s a new al-
ternative in 2021: the Carolina
Teachers Alliance.

“‘I've heard from so many
teachers that the NCAE does not
represent their values,” said Amy
Marshall, a former public school
teacher who launched Caroli-
na Teachers Alliance earlier this
year as a lower-cost alternative
that doesn’t promote a progressive
agenda.

Membership dues in the NCAE
vary by school district and role
but, for the 2021-22 school year,
the organization was charging

I trusted them. I
see the same pat-
tern here in our
public schools.

- Natalya Androsova,
Wake County mom

ogy because it de-
stroys the dignity
of human being.”

Josie Barn-
hart, a mother
from New Hanover
County, has two
children in pub-
lic schools, one in
pre-K and the oth-
er in first grade.
She’s also a for-
mer public school elementary and
middle school teacher.

Barnhart worries schools are
bypassing parents’ authority on

$586 a year for a full-time teacher
in Wake County.

Professional membership in
Carolina Teachers Alliance is
about half as much at $299.88 a
year.

Marshall said membership in
the Carolina Teachers Alliance has
been steadily building since its of-
ficial launch statewide in April.

In addition to differentiating
itself from the NCAE on price, the
organization also parts ways on
major policy issues: It supports
school choice while prioritizing
public school improvement, sup-
ports law enforcement, and advo-
cates keeping public schools open
and accessible during the pan-
demic.

Jennifer Balgooyen is an exam-
ple of a teacher who opted to join
the Carolina Teachers Alliance

CJ PHOTO BY MAYA REAGAN

decisions ranging from masking
to the length of quarantining after
exposure to the virus. In the New
Hanover County system, students
must be out of school for 14 days if
exposed to the virus without wear-
ing a mask.

“That length of time outside
of school used to be called truan-
cy,” Barnhart said. “Now it’s just
become standard protocol. The
question is whether quarantining
healthy kids outweighs the defi-
nite academic deficiencies when
they’re out of the classroom for
weeks at a time.”

She prefers those parents be
notified of COVID-19 exposures
and given the right to make the fi-
nal call on quarantining.

“If schools realize that parents
are not feeling heard and not have
a voice, I know a lot of people who
have pulled their kids from pub-
lic school,” Barnhart said. “If they
don’t start working through these
problems, more and more public
school funding will be lost as fami-
lies look elsewhere.”

TASK FORCE REVEALS BIAS

Parental concerns have also
been stoked by the results of Lt.
Gov. Mark Robinson’s task force,
called Fairness and Accountabil-
ity in the Classroom for Teachers
and Students. The first FA.C.T.S.
report documented some 500 sub-
missions from parents.

Most people who submitted
their accounts asked not to be
identified for fear of losing their
jobs as teachers or counselors.
Others, from parents or family
members, expressed concern their
children would be penalized for
revealing teachers’ actions.

One parent reported to the task
force that both children’s teachers
were using biased instruction and
commentary. “My child’s fresh-
man history class was told that if
‘you were white and Christian, you
should be ashamed,” the parent
reported. “My child’s junior histo-
ry class was told that, ‘It is possi-
ble that some Republicans could
be good people.”

“This report should be re-
quired reading for anyone doubt-
ing the presence of Critical Race
Theory and social justice claptrap
in North Carolina public schools,”
said Stoops. “While the submis-
sions are not indicative of the
scope of the problem, it is undeni-
able there is a problem. I suspect
that subsequent task force reports
will add critical context to an issue
of tremendous importance to fam-
ilies across the state.”

earlier this year because her values
didn’t match those of the NCAE.

“There is a very concerning
trend for how the NCAE is politi-
cizing medicine and public health,
plus how theyre bringing in a lot
of topics that have no place in
public schools,” said Balgooyen,
who has taught in Wake County
public schools for 14 years.

Mark Crowe is another pub-
lic school employee from Cumber-
land County who joined the Caro-
lina Teachers Alliance because he
was tired of the politics from the
NCAE.

“It’s more political than it is
about the kids,” Crowe said. “I
think it’s good when teachers can
unite together, but some of the is-
sues the NCAE has are so divisive,
that’s why they’re losing member-
ship”
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Culture wars and COVID have voters paying attention like never before

continued from PAGE 1

the topic of public education, with
37% of North Carolinians indi-
cating public education is headed
in the wrong direction. Only 34%
thought it was going the right way.
The never-before-political are now
moved to join protests of school
board meetings.

The odd mixture of high en-
gagement and low confidence can
be seen in election polling, too.
Even though nearly 90% of N.C.
respondents told Cygnal poll-
ing in March they were “definite-
ly voting” in the upcoming 2022
elections, fewer than half believe
those elections will be “free and
fair” The suspicion comes on the
heels of a 2020 election wrought
with allegations of fraud and un-
fair rule changes, leaving 70% of
Republicans to believe the election
was not “free and fair” in the days
after polls closed.

Yet before the 2020 elections
were held — and contested, and
the focus of the historic riot at the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021 — it
was young N.C. voters who had
the most concern about election
integrity. An October 2020 poll
by Elon University found N.C. vot-
ers between 18 and 24 were about
twice as likely as every other age
group to express they are “not at
all confident” the 2020 elections
would be fair.

Young voters, forever the target
for political campaigns hoping to
turn youthful apathy into action-
able enthusiasm, are indeed be-
coming more politically engaged.
A national poll of America’s 18-to-
29-year-olds conducted in April
by the Institute of Politics at Har-
vard University’s Kennedy School
shows they’re much more likely to
be politically engaged than they
were a decade ago.

That same poll found they are

Black Lives Matter protesters march in downtown Raleigh. Calls to defund the police and fundamentally trans-

form America 'by any means necessary' are easily understood as battle cries in a culture war.

heavily invested in progressive
policies and showed marked in-
creases in support for government
intervention in everything from
health care to race relations and
hiring practices.

Referencing those poll re-
sults, the Los Angeles Times noted
that surging political engagement
among young people is “a problem
for Republicans.”

The most tangible manner in
which this higher youth engage-
ment manifested is perhaps most

noticeable in the demographic
makeup of BLM/Antifa protests
and riots throughout the summer
of 2020. Calls to defund the po-
lice and fundamentally transform
America “by any means neces-
sary” are easily understood as bat-
tle cries in a culture war.
Inasmuch as the youth may be
finding higher meaning through
prescribed social justice policies,
relatively older voters are react-
ing to the advancing front with a
sense of foreboding. It wasn't al-

ways the case. A few long years
ago, many of these voters were
most concerned with raising their
kids, paying their bills, and put-
ting food on the table, and not
politics. That was before their
business was closed, before their
school-aged kids were caught in
the middle of pandemic and ideo-
logical campaigns, and before sup-
ply chain disruptions and price
swings made grocery shopping a
gamble. Now theyre paying some
attention.

CJ PHOTO BY MAYA REAGA

A focus on the conflicts that
have brought such attention could
be found at the N.C. chapter of the
Faith and Freedom Coalition’s Salt
and Light Conference hosted late
September in Mount Airy. It at-
tracted members of the state leg-
islature, candidates running in the
2022 U.S. Senate race, and some
of the most engaged and active
conservatives in North Carolina.

N.C. Senate leader Phil Berg-
er, R-Rockingham, addressing
the conference via video, spoke in
plain terms about the high stakes
in a world where apathy has be-
come a luxury.

“There’s never been a more crit-
ical time in America than right
now, said Berger. “Our world is
polarized, and it only continues to
get more and more divided. Our
values are attacked, day after day,
our freedoms often becoming an
afterthought.”

Most  conference speakers
trained their fire on the “plague”
of Critical Race Theory and oth-
er “woke” ideologies, lamenting
their propagation through public
schools, and calling for resistance
to such cultural changes through
more energized political engage-
ment.

As far as the intangible cur-
rent, this crowd was electrified:
Much like those crowds marching
for social justice, those question-
ing election results, those protest-
ing school mask mandates, those
pleading for vaccine compliance,
and those pining for the days when
apathy was relatively easy.

“The good news is that Ameri-
can government depends on an en-
gaged citizenry casting informed
votes,” says Kokai. “The bad news
is that higher engagement can be
linked to increased turmoil and
concern about the future. A lot of
us might like to have a little more
voter apathy if it meant that con-
ditions could return to the ‘good ol’
days’ prior to 2020.”

Cancel culture at UNCW drives leadership out

BY DONNA KING

escribing a culture of si-
Dlencing conservative

voices at the Universi-
ty of North Carolina at Wilm-
ington, one trustee was driven
to quit recently with an open-
ly critical post of Seahawk na-
tion on Facebook. Former UN-
CW Board of Trustees mem-
ber Woody White revealed what
he sees as a troubling trend in
treatment of conservative facul-
ty and students.

“Like too many other Ameri-
can universities, it punishes con-
servative voices, by looking the
other way, by perpetrating the
double standard. By knowing that
thousands of students engage in
self-censorship, but doing noth-
ing about it,” White wrote.

On Sept. 24, UNCW Chancel-
lor Jose Sartarelli announced his
retirement.

Those associated with the uni-
versity have said that the resigna-
tion was already planned, but crit-
icism of the university leadership
has come in the wake of conserva-
tive professor Mike Adams’ suicide
last year and later the online calls
for violence against Republicans
from a professor who was allowed
to retain his position on the faculty.

People have
started voting
with their feet. It
is time they also
start voting with
their wallets.

- former UNCW Board of
Trustees member Woody White

MIKE ADAMS: 'LET MY
PEOPLE GO.'

Adams, a sociology professor
and vocal conservative, was forced
to resign in 2020 after openly crit-
icizing Gov. Roy Cooper for clos-
ing businesses and schools during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“This evening I ate pizza and
drank beer with six guys at a six-
seat tabletop. I almost felt like a
free man who was not living in the
slave state of North Carolina. Mas-
sa Cooper, let my people go,” Ad-

continued PAGE 12

Former UNCW Board of Trustees member Woody White: 'Like too many other American universities, it pun-
ishes conservative voices, by looking the other way, by perpetrating the double standard. By knowing that
thousands of students engage in self-censorship, but doing nothing about it.'

WOODY WHITE
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Cancel
culture at

UNCW drives
leadership out

continued from PAGE 11

ams tweeted in May 2020.

It certainly wasn’t the first time
Adams criticized the failings of
elected officials, the university, or
his liberal students and colleagues.

Adams was an outspoken con-
servative Christian and a firebrand
in academia, known for strong
positions promoting the pro-life
movement and calling Black Lives
Matter protesters “thugs.” He was
vocally anti-lockdown, urging
people to defy Cooper’s orders.

Over the years he also criti-
cized the Women’s Studies major,
LGBTQ office activities on cam-
pus, and Muslim students, draw-
ing heat from faculty and students
who even created the “I Hate Mike
Adams Day” petition, which Ad-
ams signed himself.

When he was denied a promo-
tion, Adams sued the school in
2014, saying UNCW was violating
his First Amendment rights. He
won a $700,000 settlement from
the university that included a pro-
motion to full professor.

However, following his tweet
criticizing Cooper, Adams agreed

John Szoka

to retire early, but took his own life
a week before his August 2020 re-
tirement date.

DAN JOHNSON: 'BLOW UP
REPUBLICANS'

Several weeks before Adams’
suicide, UNCW associate profes-
sor Dan Johnson posted on his
Facebook page, “Blow up Repub-
licans.” He posted his message on
May 17, but it was reported by the
news site Campus Reform and lat-
er taken down. Despite Johnson’s
call for violence against others,
Sartarelli only censured him with
a letter and allowed him to remain
in his position on the faculty.

Haylie Davis, a former student
of Johnson’s, told Campus Reform
that she thought UNCW’s han-
dling of Johnson indicated a dou-
ble standard.

“Putting any personal political
preference aside, I think this mat-
ter should be addressed and dealt
in the same manner that it would
be if the word ‘Republican’ was
replaced with any other word. If
the post stated ‘Blow up women,
‘Blow up homosexuals, ‘Blow up
Catholics, etc.,” Davis said.

When Sartarelli decided to
censure Johnson with a letter
White did not call to fire Johnson,
but did express his frustration in
an email to the University’s entire
Board of Trustees.

“The problem at UNCW, and
at nearly every other universi-
ty across the nation, is the dou-
ble standard,” White wrote. “Free
speech is tolerated — even cele-
brated — when it condemns con-

continued from PAGE 7

the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee.

“It’s the principal reason, I
think, why Obama picked him to
be his running mate in 2008, and
it is interesting that he seems un-
interested in international af-
fairs and foreign policy and is go-

settlement of $700,000 that included a promotion to full professor. But
following a tweet criticizing Gov. Roy Cooper, Adams agreed to retire
early. He took his own life before his retirement date.

servative thought and speech.
When it goes the other way, con-
servatives are shamed, canceled,
and bullied. Just last year, our
chancellor was censored by the
faculty and student body for what
he said at a town hall. And he did
not suggest that anyone should be
blown up.”

In December 2020 Sartarel-
li was himself censured by UNCW

ing along with a project to with-
draw the United States, particular-
ly from the Middle East, and possi-
bly from other parts of the world,
and to have a very constrained,
narrow view of what American in-
terests are.

“Both of them,” Taylor said,
“and Obama, to a large extent, talk
about this pivot to Asia, and may-
be we should concentrate on the
Chinese. But that’s, at most, a cold
war. It’s nowhere near a hot war,
obviously. It’s not even much of a
cold war at the moment.”

GOT AN OPINION?

Carolina Journal is accepting letters to the editor and guest opinions
(op-eds)” on issues related to North Carolina. We cover the state from
a limited-government and free-market perspective but will consider
varying viewpoints, depending on relevance and quality. A good
guideline for letters is 200-500 words and 550-800 words for op-eds.
A letter to the editor is comment or disagreement with a published CJ

piece; an op-ed is a guest opinion argument.

Please email any submissions to opinion editor

Ray Nothstine | rnothstine@lockehq.org

*We retain the right to edit or to not publish any submitted letters or op-eds.

faculty for what they described as
“a lack of leadership on the mat-
ter of Diversity and Inclusion” and
that he “initially refused to sup-
port a global social movement
supporting the liberty and human
rights of Black people.”

White, a Wilmington-area at-
torney and former New Hanover
County commissioner and state
senator, still had two years left

The two most recent presi-
dents, Taylor said, left many with
the sense they were largely un-
concerned about what’s going on
in the world, and not too worried
about America’s role in it.

As 9/11 wears off, Taylor said,
understanding immediate threats
to national security has proven
more difficult.

“This is not what American
public policy, the American pub-
lic, and it seems like American
leaders, are particularly consumed
with at the moment.”

UNC-WILMINGTON

on his appointment as a UNCW
trustee. Now, House Speaker Tim
Moore will search for a new mem-
ber after having appointed White
twice. The UNC System Board of
Governors will launch a nation-
wide search for a new chancellor.

“Announcing now will give the
UNCW Board of Trustees, Presi-
dent Hans, and the UNC System
Board of Governors approximately
nine months to conduct a national
search for the next chancellor,” ac-
cording to a news release from the
university.

UNCW celebrates its 75th an-
niversary in fall 2022. White and
Sartarelli have been instrumental
in the school’s growth, and both
expressed a love for the school.
Sartarelli led the school through
a time of growth in donations, en-
rollment, and educational pro-
grams, earning national recogni-
tion.

“The success that our students,
faculty, staff, and alumni have
achieved in recent years has been
nothing short of outstanding,” Sar-
tarelli said in a statement from the
school. “I am immensely proud to
have served UNCW during such a
pivotal time in history, and I want
to thank the Seahawk community
for making this great university so
special”

White said he is not throwing
in the towel on the school just yet,
but regrets the campus trend he’s
seen in recent years.

“Despite his successes in en-
rollment growth and student
housing, his neglect of the real is-
sues that matter in the long run is
Sartarelli’s true legacy,” he wrote.

Still, America as a collection
of individuals has often proven
more adept at leading the conver-
sation, at shifting a culture that
skews American values, back on
course.

Szoka sees reason for hope. In
young people he meets at the leg-
islature and in the community.
People, who, in his words, “get it.”

“It’s not universal that we have
to continue down this road, that
mediocrity is rewarded, and that
exceptionalism is not the stan-
dard”




e CAROLINA JOURNAL

OPINION

Do limousine liberals control the Dem Party?

RAY NOTHSTINE
OPINIONS EDITOR . '3

elieve it or not, the “limou-
B sine liberal” tag was first
used by a Democrat to de-

scribe a Republican in a New
York City mayoral campaign
during the late 1960s. Back then,
the Democratic Party was still
largely cemented as America’s
working-class party. Today, it’s an
entirely different story. Few pol-
icies highlight that more right
now than those of the SALT re-
form proposal now before Con-
gress. Yes, the constant barrage of
virtual signaling by the left is the
clearest signal of all, but those an-
tics are far too numerous to ad-
dress in a single column.

SALT simply means state and
local tax deductions for feder-
al income taxes. Republicans and
Donald Trump capped the deduc-
tions at $10,000 under their tax
reform legislation in 2017.

Simply put, the deductions
were a way for the wealthy in
high-tax states and localities to

dramatically lighten their feder-
al tax burden. The places with the
largest numbers of filers for the
deduction are, predictably, states
such as California, as well as the
more liberal and affluent areas of
the Northeast.

Despite Alexandria Ocasio
Cortez’s “Tax the rich” dress she
donned for the Met Gala in Sep-
tember, House Democrats are go-
ing to the mat for a tax reform
plan that, according to the non-
partisan Tax Policy Center, will
be a boon for many of America’s
highest earners. Contrary to TV
appearances by the wealthy lib-
erals demanding higher taxes, it
turns out many aren’t so keen on
the idea if it includes them.

The Tax Policy Center adds
that 96% of the tax cut under
SALT reform would go to those
in the top 20% of household in-
comes. Predictably, Democrats
have been calling it a middle-class
tax cut in their news releases, yet
it would benefit only about 3% of
middle-class households.

It’s much easier to love one’s
high tax haven if the taxes can be
offset on the federal side. It’s a
liberal dream: limitless virtue sig-
naling about the need for high

967

The percentage of
the SALT tax cut that
would go to those in the
top 20% of household
incomes

SOURCE: THE TAX POLICY CENTER

taxes without bearing the total
cost of those taxes.

Opverall, Democrats in high-
tax blue states are unwilling to
consider spending restraint and

tax cuts that have proven so ben-
eficial to states like North Caro-
lina. Their answer to their own
high tax climate is passing off

the inconveniences to the feds.
And then ask for a federal bail-
out when that gravy train is inter-
rupted. Obviously, the real need
is for a simpler and less burden-
some federal tax code overall, but
nobody’s holding their breath,
given all the carveouts included
in a tax code of more than 75,000
pages.

Still, an even bigger story is
the transformation of the Demo-
cratic Party as an entity that pro-
tects the wealthy. Shifts and polit-
ical realignment have unmoored
the Democratic Party from its
working-class roots. Former Pres-
ident Donald Trump capitalized
on that fact better than any other
politician in his 2016 presidential
campaign. White working-class
voters who wouldn’t support John
McCain or Mitt Romney came
out in droves for Trump, particu-
larly in America’s Rust Belt.

Biden’s no-new-taxes pledge
for those under a whopping
$4:00,000 household income
signals the vast protection for
wealthy Americans in regions

with a high cost of living, plac-

es where their party thrives today.
Obama pledged a considerably
lower cap of $250,000 during

his campaign. According to the
left-leaning Institute for Taxation
and Economic Policy, Biden’s cap-
ital gains tax reform plan, which
aims to make the rich pay their
fair share, impacts less than 1% of
American taxpayers. That’s not a
lot of revenue for a nation closing
in on $30 trillion in debt.

The Democratic Party is com-
fortable counting as its base the
superwealthy, other countless
left-wing special-interest “victim”
constituencies, and perpetual-
ly aggrieved groups. In the 1990s,
Blue Dog Democrats were still a
massive force in Congress. Today,
they are virtually nonexistent.

Of course, the two-party sys-
tem and Republican missteps and
mistakes make Democrats even
more viable. Whether one calls
them limousine liberals or cham-
pagne socialists, they are now the
dominant force in Democrat pol-
itics. Since the policies no longer
even pretend to match the rheto-
ric, don’t be surprised to see even
more virtue signaling going for-
ward.
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It’s not too late to roll back gov expansion

BECKI GRAY
CONTRIBUTOR

t’s been a difficult 19 months,

with no real end in sight. At

the stroke of the governor’s
pen in March 2020, business-
es were ordered to shut down,
schools were closed, and people
were told to stay home. We were
told short-term restrictions were
necessary to “flatten the curve,”
followed by “once vaccines are
available, everything will return
to normal.” Yet now the promis-
es are “if everyone will mask up
and get the jab, it will all be over”
The truth is, even when it is over,
things will never be the same.

People have come to mistrust
government, question science,
make moral judgments against
anyone who disagrees, draw lines
in the sand, and politicize every
thought and intent. Uncertain-
ty has bred contempt, fear, and in-
tolerance.

An uncertain future includes
what happens after the tsuna-

mi of federal money recedes and
North Carolina is left with the ob-
ligations and growth of govern-
ment dependency that will be left
in its wake. They should have been
spent for short-term needs associ-
ated with the pandemic like vac-
cinations, relief for businesses
closed, and needs for online learn-
ing. Those one-time dollars should
never have been used for ongoing,
recurring expenses like increas-

es in unemployment benefits, sala-
ry increases, or supplanting educa-
tion spending.

Despite claims from the teach-
er union spinmeisters, post-pan-
demic learning loss is real. We've
delayed testing and accountabili-
ty as the pandemic lingers on, but
the day of reckoning is here. Every
delay is setting our students fur-
ther back. Early testing is telling
us kids have fallen behind. How
will we restore the skills and, even
more importantly, restore their
confidence and love of learning?
Avoiding the question, throwing
blame around, or injecting distrac-
tions is adding additional harm.
Somewhere right now in North
Carolina a second-grader is falling
further behind. Help him. Now.

The learning loss will undoubt-
edly impact future workers and
their potential employers. Will

Br eathtakingty
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The good things we learned during the pandemic: Expand school choice options, be fiscally responsible, plan well for future emergencies, and devel-
op access to health care. Shouldn’t we have been washing our hands all along?

they have the skills to perform the
jobs next year, in five years or 15
years? Will businesses get the tal-
ent to get what they need to in-
vest in North Carolina’s economy?
Who will do the work? Have gov-
ernment subsidies replaced sal-
aries and meaningful work? We
see the impact daily of a post-pan-
demic employment crisis. When
employers can’t find people willing
to work, they can’t stay in business
long, the economy slows, and ev-
eryone suffers. The longer govern-
ment softens the blow, the harder
recovery is. We need less govern-
ment here, not more.

More than $80 billion in fed-
eral COVID-related money has
come to North Carolina over the
last year and a half. All the “free”
contract tracing, vaccines, pay-
check protections, aid to business-
es, direct payments to individuals,
and educational assistance aren’t
free. As long as government con-
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tinues to prop up workers and em-
ployers, companies will struggle to
rebound. Extended inflated unem-
ployment benefits discourage re-
turning to work. Rental assistance
has left many landlords without
rent and with damaged proper-
ty while also driving up housing
costs. For some, affordable hous-
ing means the government pays
for housing; for others, it means
less regulation, more timely per-
mitting processes, and loosen-
ing zoning regulations. Again, less
government is the answer.

But with all bad news, a lit-
tle good news follows. There are
post-pandemic silver linings.

When schools shut down, all
families became homeschool fam-
ilies. Parents saw firsthand what
was being taught in the classroom
via Zoom, how a cookie-cutter ap-
proach to education is designed to
be mediocre, and said no, thanks.
Homeschooling numbers are mul-

tiplying, applications to char-

ter schools have increased, there’s
more interest in private school
vouchers, and an educational sav-
ings account may be the answer to
learning loss. Parents are storming
school board meetings, rejecting
the teacher union antics and de-
manding accountability.

They’re taking control of their
kids’ education, and there’s no
turning them back.

Health care during the pan-
demic has raised questions that
now demand answers. When does
freedom trump public health
when it comes to wearing masks
or taking the vaccine? Can you be
pro-vaccine and anti-mandate?
(Spoiler - I am.) Why doesn’t nat-
ural immunity count?

Concerns over access to quali-
ty health care at reasonable costs
have only been exacerbated. Re-
moving barriers, whether remov-
ing certificate-of-need restrictions

or allowing more health care pro-
viders to practice to the full extent
of their training or providing more
reasonable oversight requirements
for advanced-practice registered
nurses or extending telemedicine,
are all excellent ideas whose time
has come.

There were precedents put in
place at the onset of an emergen-
cy that we would not have gone
along with if we’d known the costs
at the time. But it’s not too late to
roll back the expansion of govern-
ment we've seen over the last 19
months and remove the restric-
tions, mandates, and subsidies. It’s
also an opportunity to expand the
good things we learned during the
pandemic: expand school choice
options, be fiscally responsible,
plan well for future emergencies,
and develop access to health care.
There are a lot of lessons to be
learned. Shouldn’t we have been
washing our hands all along?
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Food access should be a PRIME concern for Congress

DONALD BRYSON ° 5
CONTRIBUTOR

sity in September 1956, Presi-

dent Dwight Eisenhower told
the crowd, “You know, farming
looks mighty easy when your plow
is a pencil and you're a thousand
miles from the cornfield.”

Even though it was said 65
years ago, that statement rings
strangely true for North Caro-
lina’s agricultural community,
which is heavily regulated. Farm-
ers face red tape and regulators
at every turn, while consumers
find grocery stores with meat and
dairy shortages during the era of
COVID-19. Even in 2021, con-
sumers are seeing a 12% yearly in-
crease in beef prices.

Agriculture is North Caroli-
na’s largest industry, yet it is nev-
er at the forefront of our minds re-
garding public policy. This strange
situation was the impetus behind
a recently published John Locke
Foundation study, “Freedom To
Farm: The Impacts of Agriculture
Regulation On Production and
Processing In The South.”

This report, by Montana State
University’s Dr. Vincent Smith, ex-
amines the structure and differ-
ences in seven Southern states and
the federal regulations that govern
farms with dairy and cattle herds.
It also describes and assesses reg-
ulations impacting dairy process-
ing facilities and slaughter facili-
ties that process livestock into beef
products. Of the seven states, five
are coastal states — Florida, Geor-
gia, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, and Virginia, and the other
two are the adjacent “landlocked”
states of Kentucky and Tennessee.

I n a speech at Bradley Univer-

Consumers are seeing a 12% yearly increase in beef prices as farmers face mounting red tape and regulations.

Unsurprisingly, the report
found that farmers in these
states, especially small farms,
were likely to be concerned about
federal and state regulations re-
stricting their access to local
markets. And so begins a tale
that is all too familiar across sev-
eral sectors of the economy — the
heavy hand of federal regulation
on state governments.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
ricriculture Food Safety Inspec-
tion Service is the federal agen-

cy responsible for inspections of
meat-processing facilities. While
states can technically set their
own standards for meat inspec-
tion, any farm or facility that
wants interstate sales must meet
USDA standards. States are re-
quired to have standards “at least
as effective” as the USDA for in-
trastate sales. Thus, the USDA
dominates the market on meat
processing.

How do we move past a reg-
ulatory framework that prevents

farmers from getting meat and
dairy to market while consumers
have faced months of shortages?
In 2017, then-Congressman
Thomas Massie, R-Kentucky, in-
troduced the Processing Reviv-
al and Intrastate Meat Exemp-
tion, or PRIME, Act. Currently,
custom-exempt meat processors
are exempt from state and feder-
al inspection regulations to pro-
cess meat for personal consump-
tion. If a farmer owns the facil-
ity, then the farmer can process

BEE BONNET

and consume a cow or hog with-
out the USDA or state regula-

tors interfering. But the PRIME
Act would have expanded the ca-
pacity of these facilities. Accord-
ing to the Carolina Farm Steward-
ship, the PRIME Act would have
allowed “states to then pass their
legislation that could open up cus-
tom-exempt facilities for commer-
cial slaughter and/or processing.”
North Carolina currently has 18
custom-exempt facilities. Under
the PRIME Act, these facilities
would be able to process slaugh-
tered livestock, and farmers would
sell the meat within North Caro-
lina. Thus, consumers would have
broader access to products they
have seen shortages of in the past
18 months.

Unfortunately, the 117th Con-
gress of the United States is not
interested in the real-world prob-
lems of its citizens. Instead, the
Pelosi-Schumer led Congress is
focused on a pseudo-infrastruc-
ture bill that would explode feder-
al spending, which is already as-
tronomical. Instead of helping
Americans get back to work, Con-
gress is considering extending en-
hanced unemployment benefits
into 2022.

There was a time when both
political major political parties
were concerned with governing
the country. Unfortunately, to-
day’s politicians are concerned
with buying votes through hand-
outs and staging political theater.
However, a simple policy change,
like the PRIME Act, would help
people put some food on the ta-
ble, and everyone should be able
to agree to that.

Donald Bryson is president and
chief strategy officer at the John
Locke Foundation.

What made today's North Carolina economy?

MICHAEL WALDEN
CONTRIBUTOR

NORTH CAROLINA has a long
and dynamic economic history.
When I arrived in the state in the
1970s, the “big three” industries
of tobacco, textiles, and furniture
dominated the economy, account-
ing for almost one-quarter of all
economic production.

Today, the big three account
for less than 10% of the state’s ag-
gregate economic production. In
place of the big three are the new
“big five” sectors of technology,
pharmaceuticals, banking, food
processing, and vehicle parts.

The shift from the big three to
the big five occurred in the span
of less than half a century, which
in historical time is the blink of
an eye. How did it happen? There
were five key causes: globalization,
the rise of higher education, na-
tional banking, the transformation
of agriculture, and the movement
of new companies and people to
North Carolina.

Since the end of World War II,
the world has been moving toward
free and open trade between coun-
tries. But two trade agreements in
the 1990s and 2000s, the North
American Free Trade Agreement
and the World Trade Organiza-
tion, really put a capstone on glo-
balization. The result was eco-
nomic production gravitated to lo-

For North Carolina,
globalization meant
large parts of the
state’s manufacturing
base in textiles,
apparel, and furniture
departed to foreign
countries.

cations with the lowest costs.

For North Carolina, global-
ization meant large parts of the
state’s manufacturing base in tex-
tiles, apparel, and furniture de-
parted to foreign countries. How-
ever, one upside was growth in the
state’s vehicle parts industry sup-
plying auto assembly factories op-
erating in South Carolina.

As the economy shifted in the
late 20th century from relying on
“brawn power” to using “brain
power,” higher education expand-
ed everywhere. North Carolina
had already developed a robust
public university system to com-
plement its high-profile private
universities and colleges. Hence,
the state was ready to expand its
college training. One factor help-
ing the state was the high level of
state support for higher educa-
tion, thereby allowing North Car-
olina to be among the states with
the lowest public university tui-
tions and fees.

“Big Three” and “Big Five” industries' share of
North Carolina Gross State Product over time

The "Big Three" industries of tobacco, textiles, and furniture
compared with the "Big Five" industries of technology,
pharmaceuticals, finance, vehicle parts, and food processing.
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As early as the 1950s, farsight-
ed state leaders in North Carolina
recognized economic change was
on the way. Efforts were made to
attract new companies in technol-
ogy and pharmaceuticals, the most
prominent being developing Re-
search Triangle Park, the first of its
kind in the country. North Caroli-
na combined this effort with grow-
ing numbers of college graduates,
a relatively low cost of living, at-
tractive natural amenities, and a
sunny climate to grow these sec-
tors just when traditional manu-
facturing was waning.

In the 20th century, most
states restricted banks to one lo-

Big Three
H Big Five

2005

cation. Both North Carolina and
South Carolina were exceptions,
allowing banks to have branch-

es across their states. Hence, when
nationwide banking was approved
by Congress in the 1990s, banks
in the Carolinas had the experi-
ence to expand rapidly. The result
was Charlotte — on the border of
the two states — became the sec-
ond-largest financial center in the
country.

As tobacco’s importance in
North Carolina declined, farm-
ers looked for substitutes. One al-
ternative was meat — specifically
hogs — which led to rapid expan-
sion in the state’s food processing

sector. In fact, North Carolina has
the largest meat processing plant
in the world.

Last, as the nation became
more economically and cultural-
ly linked in the late 20th and ear-
ly 21st centuries, the relocation of
both businesses and households
increased. North Carolina has con-
sistently been on the positive side
of these relocations, with many
more companies and people mov-
ing to the state than moving out.
These movers have come from
the two ends of the age spectrum
— retirees enjoying their golden
years and young people beginning
their careers.

These five forces have remade
North Carolina — economical-
ly, socially, and culturally — with-
in the span of five decades. This
demonstrates the lesson that
change can occur rapidly. Some
futurists believe the pandemic has
put us at the beginning of another
set of forces creating widespread
change in the upcoming decades.
Are they correct? What kind of
changes will occur?

Fifty years from now, will we
be looking back at another trans-
formation of the North Carolina
economy?

Michael Walden is a William Ne-
al Reynolds Distinguished Profes-
sor Emeritus at North Carolina
State University. He is an author,
public speaker, and economic con-
sultant.
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In defense of private Christian schools

BRUCE RILEY ASHFORD &

CONTRIBUTOR A ”g
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very year, private schools
Eacross the nation commence

for graduation ceremo-
nies. Yet, if many of today’s pro-
gressive educators are to be be-
lieved, the ceremony they partic-
ipate in ought to be abolished or
sent underground. They wish for
public schools to be the prima-
ry — and in some activists’ view,
exclusive — vehicle for educat-
ing our youth. Indeed, whenev-
er the idea of vouchers for private
schools comes up, progressives
stridently insist that private ed-
ucation harms our society rather
than helping it.

Now, the American people
are not, generally speaking, given
to talking back to educators. We
have been taught better. These ed-
ucators have great gobs of educa-
tion, and thus we are expected to
cherish their ideas. Still, some un-
disciplined folks like us are in-
clined to tell activists to go take
aride on the Staten Island Fer-
ry. We simply don’t agree that pri-
vate education — especially pri-
vate Christian education — is a
net negative for American soci-
ety. In fact, we believe that private
schools make profoundly good
contributions to our society.

Why do activists say such
poorly reasoned and uncharitable
things about the men and women
who send their children to private
schools? They are social engineers
who wish to fashion society and
culture in their mold. They wish

to build a new social order, shorn
of the Western tradition and its
Judeo-Christian ethical trappings.

Indeed, there is not enough
room for both this New Social Or-
der and the strong forms of reli-
gion that many private schools en-
dorse. The desire for a new or-
der is philosophically tied to a be-
lief that religion yields no reli-
able knowledge and that the state
alone is our savior and the dis-
penser of everything good. In de-
fense of private education, and de-
scribing this progressive desire for
an educational revolution, Wil-
liam F. Buckley Jr. once wrote:

“It clearly won’t do, then
[in the eyes of progressive de-
tractors], to foster within some
schools a respect for an absolute,
intractable, unbribable God, a di-
vine Intelligence who is utterly
unconcerned with other people’s
versions of truth and humorous-

ly inattentive to majority opinion.
It won’t do to tolerate a competi-
tor for the allegiance of man. The
State prefers a secure monopoly
for itself. It is intolerably divisive
to have God and the State scrap-
ping for disciples.”

For proponents of a public
school monopoly, the state is the
unchallengeable and irreproach-
able steward of every human be-
ing. Public schools alone, as the
argument goes, are capable of
producing students who will be
exemplars of our New Social Or-
der.

How do they try to convince us
to demote or eradicate religion?

They teach us that religion is
an unserious source of knowledge
and a poor guide for the emo-
tions. They try to prove that reli-
gion is better taught in public —
rather than private — schools but
then only in a relativistic man-
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ner and with a social scientif-

ic approach. In other words, they
wish to unite “church and state,”
with the state at the helm. This
is how the New Social Order lar-
rups along.

But there remains a challeng-
er to this new progressive order.
An unyielding Trojan horse that
threatens America’s march toward
a new secular progressive: the pri-
vate school. Private schools are
still largely independent of gov-
ernment funding. Many of them
unify their curriculum around be-
lief in a transcendent God. So long
as these schools survive, the sec-
ular progressive project in social
engineering is threatened.

Progressives want to abolish
the challenger — private schools
— and authorize the state to mo-
nopolize education. They demand
that our nation use public money
to support public but not private
institutions. And they use legisla-
tion, judicial activism, and social
media flash mobbing to frame re-
ligious institutions as discrimina-
tory.

In response to the secular pro-
gressive agenda, we as citizens
must support private schools in
any way we can. We must encour-
age legislators to reform the law
so that “vouchers” are available by
which citizens can draw upon tax
dollars to send their children to
private schools.

Tax vouchers would ensure
that sufficient competition among
private and public schools per-
sists, that all boats will rise with
the tide. Further, vouchers signal
that our nation is genuinely a plu-
ral society in which diverse fami-

lies and communities can choose
from reasonably priced educa-
tional institutions. Finally, vouch-
ers empower financially disadvan-
taged families to send their chil-
dren to whichever school they
deem best.

The United States is in sore
need of courageous leaders in
this movement against the forc-
es that would subvert classi-
cal and religious education. If we
hold that our current social order,
built largely on a Judeo-Christian
world-view, is worth preserving
and refining, rather than burn-
ing it to the ground, then a classi-
cal education taught from within
a Christian world-view is exactly
the thing our young people need.
They will be better educated and
better equipped morally to be the
citizens our nation needs, rather
than become the rabid revolution-
aries seeking to destabilize every
corner of our society.

It’s not so hard to understand
why the left’s hard-core educa-
tion bureaucracy is so opposed to
private education. It is a serious
threat to the progressive hegemo-
ny that has served them — if not
students — so well.

Good-thinking Americans on
the left and right should reject the
narrative that private schools per-
petuate inequality and religious
bigotry, and support elected offi-
cials who seek reform and wish to
shake up these aspects of our na-
tion’s educational ecosystem.

Bruce Riley Ashford is senior fel-
low at the Kirby Laing Centre and
author of “Letters to an American
Christian.”

Preventing felon vote is not unconstitutional

ANDY TAYLOR
CONTRIBUTOR

RECENTLY, A THREE-member
panel of state trial judges ruled
North Carolina must allow fel-
ons serving sentences but on pro-
bation, parole, or post-release su-
pervision to register to vote. Ac-
cording to media reports, the de-
cision constituted the largest ex-
pansion of “voting rights” in the
state since Congress passed the
national Voting Rights Act in
1965. In the case Community Suc-
cess Initiative v. Moore, the plain-
tiffs and their allies characterized
it as a stunning reversal to the
erosion of democracy initiated by
Republicans since the party took
control of the General Assembly
following the 2010 elections.

The ruling might constitute
some kind of justice. It might be
good public policy. But prevent-
ing these citizens from voting is
not unconstitutional. In the 1974
case of Richardson v. Ramirez,
the U.S. Supreme Court argued
Section 2 of the 14th Amend-
ment provided for the denial of
voting rights to criminals. Article
VI, Section 2 of the N.C. Consti-
tution explicitly bars felons from
the vote.

Dissecting the plaintiffs’ win-
ning case more fully reveals the
faulty reasoning. Their argument
hinged on two claims. First, the
law permitting disenfranchise-

Restoration of voting rights after felony
convictions in the United States

Il Never Lose Right to Vote
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ment was inherently racist be-
cause the original provision gov-
erning felons’ voting rights was
written into the state constitu-
tion in 1875, at the advent of Jim
Crow. But the N.C. Constitution
written in 1971 permits felons to
vote if and when their “rights to
citizenship” have been “restored.”
In 1973 the General Assembly
passed a law automatically restor-

ing voting rights for felons at the
point they have been pardoned
or “unconditionally discharged”
from their sentence. Together,
both supplant the 1875 provision,
making it irrelevant.

Republican defendants be-
lieved the 1973 law could not be
racist because three black repre-
sentatives voted for it. But the key
point is that the law the Gener-

al Assembly worked hard to pass
in 1973 was demonstrably “to
the left” of the status quo under
the 1971 Constitution. If racism
drove its decision-making, the
legislature would surely have left
rights unrestored.

The state would have enjoyed
plenty of company. Even today,
according to the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures, 11
states do not automatically re-
store citizenship rights at the
completion of the sentence for all
crimes, including several outside
the South like Delaware, Iowa,
Nebraska, and Wyoming. Deep-
blue California, Connecticut, and
New York did not restore voting
rights to parolees until 2020 and
2021.

The second claim focuses on
effects rather than motive. A dis-
proportionate number of N.C.
residents on probation, parole, or
post-release supervision are Afri-
can-American. Figures generat-
ed by experts estimate the figure
at 42%, approximately 20 per-
centage points higher than blacks’
share of the state’s general popu-
lation.

Restoration of rights to the
North Carolinians on probation,
parole, or post-release supervi-
sion would increase the propor-
tion of the eligible voting popula-
tion that is black.

However, although authorita-
tive data do not exist, surely the
1973 legislation automatically re-
storing voting rights to those who
had unconditionally completed

their sentences raised the black
proportion of all voters by a much
larger amount than requested by
the plaintiffs in CSI. According to
the Sentencing Project, at 2.4%,
the proportion of North Caroli-
na’s 2020 black population pro-
hibited from voting was smaller
than that in California, Minneso-
ta, Washington, and Wisconsin. It
was considerably smaller than the
rest of the South.

The 1973 legislation, therefore,
allayed nearly all of the plaintiffs’
concerns about the disproportion-
ate disenfranchisement of African
Americans because of the state’s
policy regarding felons. And, if
the plaintiffs were genuinely con-
cerned about the underrepresen-
tation of blacks in the voting pop-
ulation, they would have request-
ed the restoration of voting rights
to the currently incarcerated.

According to the Prison Poli-
cy Initiative, about 37,000 Afri-
can Americans are now locked up
in North Carolina — that is 55%
of the state’s residents in prison
or jail. Of the 55,000 people the
court ruling hopes to enfranchise,
23,000 are black.

Since then, the state Appeals
Court has stayed the order. How-
ever, the state Supreme Court
may repeat the trial court’s over-
reach as the case makes its way
through the legal system.

Andy Taylor is a professor of polit-
ical science at the School of Inter-
national and Public Affairs at N.C.
State University.
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We came together 20 years ago. Look at us now.

JOHN TRUMP
MANAGING EDITOR

e’ve lost what we were.
As individuals, as a
country, as Americans.

Our inherent liberties and free-
doms are now cast aside by gov-
ernments at all levels, seemingly
by whim or will.

Trying to explain American
culture throughout our complicat-
ed history has amounted to impos-
sible conversations, typically de-
volving into rhetoric and hyperbo-
le. But that used to be routine, ex-
pected, and even welcome. Or so it
seemed.

Think about us 20 years ago.
We still argued and debated, yet,
at least for a short while, civility
prevailed. We came together as a
nation, toward goals of destroying
the enemy and of becoming whole.

Look at us now.

Back then — immediately af-
ter 9/11 — national conversations
came with the purpose of uniting
us. Now, those conversations in-
creasingly pull us apart. A delicate
threat fraying with every tug, as
Peggy Noonan so brilliantly put it
for the Wall Street Journal.

A deterioration, says Noonan,
a Pulitzer-winning journalist who
wrote speeches for President Rea-
gan.
“We feel disturbance at this be-
cause we don’t know if we can get
our way back,” writes Noonan.
“The losing of the thread feels big-
ger than ideology, bigger certain-
ly than parties. It feels like some
more fundamental confusion, an
inability to play the role of who we
are, and to be comfortable in who
we are.”
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS in
North Carolina’s long-running
school funding case validate Rush
Limbaugh’s observation that “Lib-
erals attempt through judicial ac-
tivism what they cannot win at
the ballot box.” A North Carolina
judge would rather risk a consti-
tutional crisis between the judicial
and legislative branches than re-
spect the constitutional authority
of the General Assembly to direct
state tax dollars.

Plaintiffs and defendants in the
Leandro v. State of North Caroli-
na case appeared before Superi-
or Court Judge David Lee in ear-
ly September to urge the court to
compel the Republican-led Gen-
eral Assembly to fund the first two
years of an eight-year, multibil-
lion-dollar plan. Lawmakers were
not consulted at any stage of the
plan’s development or asked to
participate in deliberations about
it. In fact, the General Assembly is
not a named party in the Leandro
case and has had only tangential
involvement in the lawsuit since
its birth in 1994.

While Judge Lee previously
urged cooperation between the Le-
andro parties and the General As-
sembly, he recently declared that
he is ready to give up on lawmak-

A man raises a flag at a prayer service after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center.

Because of our disastrous ex-
it from Afghanistan. Because we're
bitterly divided over race and gen-
der. This we complicate by over-
compensating, in turn widening
the divide. The thread laid bare.

Fabric ripping and tearing, un-
til tangled shreds are all that re-
main.

“The country we are experi-
encing now is one of people in dif-
ferent groups ganging up on each
other,” Noonan writes. “Twenty
years in our history is treated as all
sin, sin, sin. We're like mad monks
flagellating ourselves. We are go-

ing through a nonstop condem-

nation of our past and our people
and their limits and ignorance. It
isn’t healthy. Reflection and hon-
est questioning are, but not this.”

Certainly not this.

Caring little about our seep-
ing borders or alienating allies.
Neglecting friends and leaving
thousands of others trapped fac-
ing incomprehensible dangers,
facing death. But, led by a stum-
bling president, we are largely in-
different. We fight over vaccines
and masks, topics that should nev-
er advance beyond matters of in-

Vi

urts a co

Rush Libaugh: "Liberals attempt through judicial activism what they

cannot win at the ballot box."

ers. He established an October 18
deadline for lawmakers to com-
ply with every word of the compre-
hensive remedial plan developed
by California-based consultant
WestEd or face unspecified conse-
quences.

The current showdown be-
tween Judge Lee and the Gener-
al Assembly is the product of su-
pervisory and procedural changes.
For years, Superior Court Judge
Howard Manning oversaw com-
pliance with Leandro decisions is-
sued by the N.C. Supreme Court.
Manning dismissed the plaintiffs’

frequent complaints about inade-
quate resources, and he mostly re-
spected the separation of powers
between the judicial and legisla-
tive branches.

Manning retired from the
bench in 2015, and former state
Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark
Martin appointed Lee, another re-
tiree, to replace Manning. Lee is a
registered Democrat from Union
County and has brought an activ-
ist judicial philosophy to his over-
sight of the litigation.

The second change was a 2017
agreement between the plaintiffs

dividual choice and the freedom
to decide what’s best for ourselves
and our families.

The media spreads fear and
bows to government edict, no mat-
ter how nonsensical or overbear-
ing. Without question or com-
plaint, going so far as castigat-
ing those who rebel against un-
constitutional orders as foolish or
ignorant. Taking government at
its word, however dubious, and
damn the repercussions. Rather
than admit the country has moved
on from COVID, the media and
the left pile onto the dissenters as

Much to the dismay

of many progressives,
judges have no
authority to direct state
tax dollars. The power
of the purse has been
reserved to the General
Assembly.

and defendants to allow an inde-
pendent consultant to advise Lee
on how to proceed. Two years lat-
er, WestEd delivered a shoddy re-
port titled “Sound Basic Educa-
tion for All: An Action Plan for
North Carolina.” The unpredict-
able economic consequences of the
COVID-19 pandemic forced Lee to
delay action in the 18 months that
followed. In June 2021, the state’s
strong economic recovery and an
avalanche of federal coronavirus
aid convinced Lee that it was time
to act.

Much to the dismay of many
progressives, judges have no au-
thority to direct state tax dollars.
The power of the purse has been
reserved to the elected members
of the General Assembly since the
ratification of the first state consti-
tution in 1776.

It is no exaggeration to say that
our republican system of govern-

ment has survived for over two

though someone fumbled in the
end zone.

We have, indeed, moved on, ex-
cept for the “health experts” and
government at all levels, a left-
ist sentiment driving painful-
ly deep into our cities, towns, and
boroughs. No matter the build-
ing stench of socialism, the wrong-
headed ideas of shutdowns and
handouts, the agonizing deaths of
businesses because they’re bereft
of workers and can’t navigate the
moving labyrinths.

We shout but don't talk. Ex-
change messages but don’t meet.

It’s a rise of incompetent lead-
ers, taken, as state Rep. John Szo-
ka told me, to a depressing nadir.
Fit to neither lead nor govern, pol-
iticians, like the president, eschew-
ing accountability and responsi-
bility.

A weakening in our values, of
what it means to be an American,
said Szoka, a Cumberland Coun-
ty Republican and Army veteran.
Work and achievement are deval-
ued in favor of participation tro-
phies. Hard lessons go by the way-
side.

“How do we go from the na-
tion rallying around the country to
kids like this who are so misguided
they don’t even understand what
America means?” Szoka asked.

To return to a state of even im-
perfect unity. To stop if only for a
minute, a short respite by the side
of the road, as we did some 20
years ago.

“We weren’t white. We weren’t
black. We weren't this, or we
weren’t that,” said Szoka. “The
country pulled together. It was one
of our finest hours.”

The day the towers fell. We
didn’t see the enemy, but we knew
it wasn’t us.

nstitutional crisis

centuries because we do not em-
power judges to write budgets or
dictate policy. We wisely agree to
elect representatives every two
years to shoulder that responsibil-
ity as a deliberative body. The bla-
tant attempt to undermine these
enduring political arrangements is
not just scandalous. It is sedition.

A confederation of far-left ad-
vocacy groups and Democrat-
ic politicians applauded Lee’s pos-
turing. It is no secret that they
champion using Leandro to com-
pel their political opponents in
the legislature to increase pub-
lic school expenditures outside of
the conventional deliberative bud-
get-making processes.

To their credit, the Republican
leadership of the N.C. General As-
sembly is standing firm to defend
its constitutionally defined au-
thority as the sole branch of gov-
ernment with the power to deter-
mine how state taxpayer dollars
are spent.

North Carolina’s K-12 social
studies standards require that all
public school students learn about
the separation of powers in grades
three, four, five, seven, and eight,
as well as two years during high
school.

I am pleased that schoolchil-
dren will graduate with both an
understanding and appreciation of
the separation of powers. Shock-
ingly, adults in the Leandro case
do not appear to possess either.
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Mayberry fans seek solid ground

JOHN HOOD
CONTRIBUTOR

efore “The Andy Griffith
B Show,” before nearby Pi-

lot Mountain became the
nucleus of a popular state park,
Mount Airy had the Rock.

Granite, to be precise. Mount
Airy is home to the largest open-
face granite quarry in the world.
Stretching over 60 acres on the
surface and thousands of feet be-
low is a mass of stone so pure and
desirable that it can be found in
such varied sites as the World
War 1T Memorial in Washington,
the gold depository at Fort Knox,
and the Wright Brothers Nation-
al Memorial.

Mining began here in 1889.
But Mount Airy was already a
thriving town — and had even
achieved some notoriety as the
home of the original Siamese
Twins, Chang and Eng Bunker.

Its broader fame began in
1960 when local boy Andy Grif-
fith, already a star of stage and
screen, launched his eponymous
sitcom on CBS.

Mount Airy is a real place.
Mayberry is fictional. But to its
fans, Mayberry is a real place, too
— not a physical location but a
moral one. A place where mis-
takes earn people second chanc-
es, not everlasting scorn. A place
where parents teach their chil-
dren the virtues of honesty, re-

Mount Airy is a real place. Mayberry is fictional. But to its fans, Mayberry is a real place, too — not a physical
location but a moral one. People long for Mayberry because of the timeless and universal truths found there.

sponsibility, and compassion —
and sometimes get schooled in
those same virtues by those same
children.

Desperate to find such a
place, if even just for a weekend,

fans visit Mount Airy in droves.
The Granite City proved supple
enough to welcome them. You
can get into a vintage squad car at
Wally’s Filling Station and be car-
ried to Floyd’s Barber Shop for a

trim, Barney’s Cafe for a smile,
and the Snappy Lunch for its fa-
mous pork-chop sandwich.

I was in Mount Airy recent-
ly for the Mayberry Days festi-
val. My new Revolutionary War-

NAGEL PHOTOGRAPHY

themed novel “Mountain Folk” is
partly set on Pilot Mountain, so
it was a natural for me to do a
downtown book signing. But that
was just an excuse. My wife and

I wanted a weekend getaway. We
got that, and much more, thanks
to Ted Koppel.

No, the famous newsman
wasn’t in Mount Airy when we
were there. But he’d come a short
time before, producing a segment
that aired on “CBS Sunday Morn-
ing.”

It was, alas, largely a hit piece.
Looking more discombobulated
than discerning, Koppel sought to
depict Andy Griffith fans as big-
oted fools wallowing in nostalgia
about a racially segregated past.

He reacted with mock dis-
may at the idea that a couple from
Ohio would let their son watch
the show for hours at a time. “Ar-
en’t you afraid,” he asked disdain-
fully, that “you’re going to turn his
little brain to mush?”

The folks I talked to in Mount
Airy were enraged by his hit
piece. Few television shows on the
air half a century ago were racial-
ly integrated.

Why did CBS choose this
much-beloved program, and the
proud community that celebrates
it, as battlefields in a culture war?

People long for Mayberry be-
cause of the timeless and univer-
sal truths found there. Like folks
have done for more than a centu-
ry, they come to Mount Airy look-
ing for solid rock.

Whats more democratic than an election?

JOHN HOOD
CONTRIBUTOR

DO THE ENDS justify the means?
Not when it comes to the oper-
ation of government. Constitu-
tional republics, in particular, are
based on precisely the opposite
formulation: The means justify
the ends.

Whatever our personal inter-
est in a given governmental out-
come may be, citizens of a repub-
lic are required to accept unwel-
come ends as long as the means
by which they were achieved are
proper. The other side may win a
legislative argument. The other
party may win an election.

In recent years, Democrats
have complained loudly that Re-
publicans have breached the so-
cial contract regarding means and
ends.

Although I am politically con-
servative, I have agreed with some
of those Democratic complaints,
regarding such matters as legis-
lative encroachment on executive
power and the irresponsible rhet-
oric that preceded January 6.

My hate mail switches from
Republican to Democratic, how-
ever, when I point out that politi-
cal history extends far past 2010.
That many of the same Dem-
ocrats who criticize Republi-
can gerrymandering, for exam-
ple, were once enthusiastic practi-
tioners of Democratic gerryman-
dering, including Gov. Roy Coo-
per.

Of course, two wrongs don’t

I never thought to argue
that the state budgets
[gerrymanderers]
enacted, the laws

they passed, or

the constitutional
amendments they
placed on the ballot
were illegal acts of an
llegal legislature.

make a right. “He started it!” is
no more an excuse for political
heavy-handedness than it is an
excuse for one of your children to
attack the other in the backseat
while you're trying to drive.

At the moment, it happens to
be the Democrats throwing the
punches, regarding two amend-
ments North Carolinians added
to their state constitution in 2018.
One requires that a voter show a
photo ID before casting a ballot.
The other sets North Carolina’s
maximum tax rate on personal in-
come at 7%.

Both were popular ballot mea-
sures, gaining 55% and 57% of
the vote, respectively, in the 2018
election. But progressives dis-
like them. So they filed a lawsuit
claiming that the referenda were
illegally held because the legisla-
ture that placed the measures on
the ballot was illegally constituted
by gerrymandered districts.

T've advocated redistricting re-
form for decades. For most of that
time, the gerrymanderers were

Democrats filed a lawsuit claiming that the voter ID referendum was |IlegaIIy held because the Ieglslature that
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placed the measures on the ballot was illegally constituted by gerrymandered districts.

Democrats. I never thought to ar-
gue that the state budgets they
enacted, the laws they passed, or
the constitutional amendments
they placed on the ballot were il-
legal acts of an illegal legislature.

That’s because the argument
is ridiculous and dangerous, es-
pecially when applied to constitu-
tional amendments. What more
democratic process is there than
allowing voters to decide an issue
by referendum?

It gets still worse. Now that the
matter is before the N.C. Supreme

Court, the plaintiffs are attempt-
ing to force two Republican mem-
bers from the case.

They argue that Justice Phil
Berger Jr. can’t participate be-
cause his father is president pro
tem of the Senate, and that Jus-
tice Tamara Barringer can’t par-
ticipate because she served in the
Senate when the amendments
were submitted to voters in 2018.

Berger and Barringer were
themselves elected by voters in
2020 to preside over constitu-
tional questions on the court. Are

Democratic activists, cheered on
by Democratic leaders, truly will-
ing to undermine popular sover-
eignty in this way? Yes, it seems.
Can they not foresee how Repub-
licans will respond?

“He started it” is no way to
end it.

.ROB CRANDALL

John Hood is a John Locke
Foundation board member and
author of the novel “Mountain
Folk,” a historical fantasy set
during the American Revolution
(MountainFolkBook.com).
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Thales College at forefront of higher ed innovation

GRATTAN BROWN y
CONTRIBUTOR

t the start of students’ col-
lege careers, there are both
ood and bad unknowns.

The good unknowns are the peo-
ple they will meet and the courses
on subjects they have heard about
but never studied.

The bad unknowns include
how much their books will cost
and how difficult it will be to pay
tuition, room, and board.

How their school’s curriculum
works should not be one of those
unknowns.

However, first-year students
sometimes arrive on campus and
discover that their courses and
schedules are not what they want-
ed. The student who wants to
solve the problem by changing
courses faces the question: What
courses?

Ask that question, and you en-
ter the maze that is an undergrad-
uate curriculum today. It takes se-
rious thought to get through it,
and by the time you are done, you
will have spent hours figuring out
which courses to take and which
to avoid.

Here’s how the system works
and how Thales College, a new
college in Raleigh, makes it work
better for students.

When a student arrives on a
typical campus, they must plan to
complete the college’s or univer-
sity’s core curriculum or general
education requirements. In most
U.S. institutions today, these cur-
ricula come in the form of survey
courses that lack depth and elec-
tive courses that lack coherence.

If a college uses general edu-
cation requirements, students will
find a few broad divisions, such
as humanities, sciences, and so-
cial sciences — and will need to
pick a few courses from each divi-
sion. Students have, for example,
over 300 course options to choose
from in Williams College’s nine-
course general education require-
ment.

This system looks good to ma-
ny people because it offers quite

Exploring
North Carolina

continued from PAGE 2

ed businesses. He’s had hard times
and happy times. Now, he’s enjoy-
ing success that comes from hard
work.

Uzcategui is fearless and un-
apologetic in his praise for his ad-
opted country and state. “I want
Americans to love this country as
much as I do”

He’s also an unabashed
free-market conservative small
businessman. He declares, “If you
can’t make it here without playing
the victim card, it may be on you.”

A look of concern crosses his
face when he brings up his fear
that the Venezuelan “ideological
revolution” he escaped is creeping
into this place he loves. He sees it
in local schools, government, and
businesses.

He warns in Venezuela “there’s
free health care but no medi-
cine. There’s free education but no

Democratsfiled a Iawit claiming that the Voter ID referendum was illegally held because t legislature that

placed the measures of the ballot was illegally constituted by gerrymandered districts.

literally a unique basic education,
made up of whatever courses the
student chooses. At graduation,
each student’s set of general edu-
cation courses differs from every-
one else’s.

However, even though stu-
dents have maximum freedom to
choose subjects to study, some-
thing is lost in this approach.
There is no set of texts and ideas
that everyone has studied and can
discuss.

There is no presentation of
foundational ideas as they devel-
oped through ancient, medieval,
and modern periods. There is no
help in discerning how these ideas
could add up to a vision of life and
how to live it.

A core curriculum solves some
of these problems. Students have
fewer choices about which core
courses they take, but they walk
away familiar with texts and ideas
that they can discuss, debate, and
advocate for the rest of their lives.

learning. Don’t think it can’t hap-
pen here. Venezuelans thought it
couldn’t happen there, either.”

Already busy with two busi-
nesses and a family, Uzcategui
is now a candidate for Wilming-
ton City Council. He’s taking his
freedom message everywhere and
anywhere, especially Wilmington’s
immigrant communities.

He reminds them that they
came to America and North Car-
olina for a reason — opportuni-
ty. He cautions that some want to
use them to advance their own po-
litical power and turn North Car-
olina into a place that more close-
ly resembles the country they fled.
“Don’t let them take your oppor-
tunity,” he urges.

At a time when so many of us
are sick of being beaten up by the
woke mob and desperate for lead-
ership unafraid to challenge them,
Wilmington has one. He’s a Ven-
ezuelan immigrant named Jona-
than Uzcategui.

(For the record, I think most
people also are ignoring Roy Coo-
per’s state of emergency. I saw and
met a lot more people on North
Carolina’s highways and byways
this summer versus last.)

When we designed the
liberal arts curriculum
for Thales College,

we did not ask what
should go in the core
and what should go in
the major. We simply
asked what would
make a good liberal
arts education to
prepare students for
life and work.

But there are problems even
with undergraduate core curricu-
la. They stop at the freshman and
sophomore levels. In reality, stu-
dents need to continue thinking
deeply about humanity and soci-
ety as their intellectual abilities

Erosion of
trust creating
a culture war

continued from PAGE 2

quired to take Critical Race The-
ory-based training while students
who speak out against biased lec-
tures are ridiculed by teachers.
Parents fight for the right to make
private medical decisions for their
own children in an environment
free of politics and government
pressure. In Afghanistan, Amer-
icans were horrified to witness a
chaotic and deadly evacuation.
But here is the thing: People
see what is happening. Kindergar-
teners are required to wear masks
in classrooms, while thousands
of cheering people pack football
stadiums. Celebrities are shoul-
der to shoulder at awards shows
amid claims that vaccines are not
as protective, and Gov. Roy Cooper
mandates vaccines for state work-
ers. Vice President Kamala Harris,

mature and as they enter into the
freedom and responsibilities of
adulthood.

Thales College’s integrated lib-
eral arts curriculum fills these
gaps in students’ intellectual de-
velopment.

When we designed the liber-
al arts curriculum for Thales Col-
lege, we did not ask what should
go in the core and what should
go in the major. We simply asked
what would make a good liberal
arts education to prepare students
for life and work.

You could think of Thales Col-
lege’s liberal arts curriculum as a
house with a foundation, walls,
and a roof. In the first three terms,
our students improve their intel-
lectual skills in math, writing, log-
ic, and their humanistic under-
standing by studying basic con-
cepts in philosophy, economics,
and great literature.

They also strengthen their
self-understanding through hu-

COURTESY THALES COLLEGE

manities-based career discern-
ment and mentoring.

In terms four through six, the
“walls,” students bring their more
developed intellectual skills and
humanistic understanding to the
study of ethics, economics, and
science and to the interpretation
of masters of ancient and medie-
val thought. During the final two
terms, they orient their under-
graduate learning toward living
and performing well in today’s so-
ciety by exploring masters of Re-
naissance and modern thought,
studying political philosophy, cul-
ture, leadership, and American
history, and honing public speak-
ing and debate skills.

An organized liberal arts cur-
riculum also provides a better
structure for professional studies.
Take Thales College’s Entrepre-
neurial Business major as an ex-
ample. In the first three terms, the
Liberal Arts curriculum improves
students’ skills in language, math,
and logic and helps students relate
humanistic learning to career dis-
cernment. While valuable on their
own, these skills help students
acquire accounting and finance
skills, in addition to humanistic
learning, which is essential to an
entrepreneurial mindset and busi-
ness management philosophy.

In the final two terms, stu-
dents apply math and humanis-
tic learning to data analytics, fi-
nance, product design, marketing,
contract law, and ethics. They also
continue business law and ethics
and undertake an entrepreneur-
ial ventures course that brings to-
gether liberal arts and business
learning.

Arranging the curriculum is
far better than prescribing a core
curriculum or general education
requirements and having the stu-
dents choose the courses and the
order in which to take them.

An organized curriculum with
no electives looks restrictive, but
at Thales College it offers the
more important freedom to think
deeply in an organized way about
foundational ideas regarding hu-
manity and society and how they
relate to professional work and
leadership.

who once said she would not take
a vaccine developed under leader-
ship of the last administration, is
now advocating vaccine mandates.

The overreach and mixed mes-
saging of government during
COVID has eroded public trust
in our institutions, cost lives, and
made liberty fighters out of once
disengaged people.

Capitalizing on these trends,
left-leaning media outlets and cor-
porations are turning hard left and
trying to drag culture with them.
Now, 20% of youth believe so-

cialism is worth trying. It is con-
sidered acceptable among some
teachers to tell kids that their val-
ue and potential is tied directly to
their race and gender.

All of this is motivating a grow-
ing base of people for whom com-
mon sense, rather than fear, pre-
vails. They may never march with
a sign or run for office — but they
are watching, learning, and fight-
ing for change in their corner of
the state. At Carolina Journal,
we are committed to bringing you
their stories.
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Fight over removing Supreme Court justices

in ovoter ID case captures national h

DALLAS WOODHOUSE |
CONTRIBUTOR

new N.C. Supreme Court
order confirms justices are
onsidering whether to re-

move two colleagues from hear-
ing a high-profile case involving
voter ID.

It’s a dangerous move that
could upend 200 years of case
law and prior precedents and de-
stroy the court for years to come.
The story, first reported by car-
olinajournal.com, has made na-
tional headlines after catching the
eye of the Wall Street Journal and
Forbes, who called it an “unprec-
edented” effort to provide Demo-
crats with “political cover.”

The order issued Sept. 28 asks
for briefs answering eight multi-
part questions from lawyers on
both sides of the case, NAACP
v. Moore. The questions are de-
signed to address whether and
how the court could remove jus-
tices from a case when those jus-
tices choose not to recuse them-
selves, and what role the N.C. Ju-
dicial Standards Commission
would play if that happens.

The justices’ questions come
after lawyers for the NAACP filed
a motion July 23 to have Repub-
lican Justices Tamara Barrin-
ger and Phil Berger Jr. removed
from NAACP v. Moore. The ques-
tions indicate that the targeted
justices are fighting efforts to re-
move them.

If the four justices move for-
ward to remove Barringer and
Berger, two duly elected Supreme
Court justices, it would nulli-
fy N.C. voters’ decision to amend
the constitution in 2018, and the
votes to seat those two justices in
the first place.

N.C. Supreme Court justices, left to right, Associate Justice Samuel Ervin IV, Associate Justice Robin Hud-
son, Associate Justice Phil Berger Jr., Associate Justice Tamara Barringer, Associate Justice Michael Morgan,
Associate Justice Anita Earls, and Chief Justice Paul Newby

Without the Republican jus-
tices, a temporary 4-1 Democrat
majority could erase two consti-
tutional amendments voters ap-
proved in 2018; one would require
voter ID and the other would low-
er the state’s income tax cap. Both
passed overwhelmingly with more
than 2 million votes each.

Democrats Anita Earls, Rob-
in Hudson, and Mike Morgan
could remove the GOP justices
while potentially allowing Associ-
ate Justice Sam “Jimmy” Ervin IV
to vote against the move. Ervin is
the one Democrat currently on the
court who will face re-election in
2022. Hudson’s seat is also on the
ballot, but she is expected to retire

at the end of her current term.

The NAACP argues the Re-
publican justices have a conflict of
interest because Berger is the son
of state Senate Leader Phil Berg-
er and Barringer was a lawmak-
er during the time these consti-
tutional amendments passed the
legislature by a three-fifths ma-
jority.

In response to the NAACP re-
quest, lawyers working for legis-
lative defendants in the case filed
a motion opposing the forced re-
moval of Barringer and Berger,
pointing out that if the NAACP’s
objection was really over a con-
flict of interest, why was there no
effort to remove Earls, who was

JOURNA

once the attorney for the plaintiffs
— the NAACP?

“Plaintiff’s decision not to seek
recusal of another justice with ac-
tual involvement in this case only
undermines its position and calls
into question Plaintiff’s real goal
in bringing this Motion, which is
that a vote of five justices might
be better for it than all seven,” the
motion read.

Attorneys representing the leg-
islature and those representing
the NAACP have 30 days to an-
swer the questions set out in the
new Supreme Court order.

This is an important issue in
the politics of this matter. Dem-
ocrats already hold a majority
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eadlines

Plaintiff’s real
goal in bringing
this Motion is
that a vote of five
justices might be
better for it than
all seven.

- motion filed by lawyers for
legislative defendants

on the Supreme Court. As legal-
ly suspect as it is, the Democrats
could just vote now to nullify the
amendments without the forced
removals on a 4-3 vote. But nul-
lifying millions of votes to amend
the state constitution to require
voter ID and to lower the maxi-
mum income tax rate would be
political suicide for Ervin. Keep-
ing Barringer and Berger from ev-
er being able to vote on their own
removal or the case itself would
mean Ervin would never have to
vote on the wrong side politically.

This is why judges often make
poor political candidates and hor-
rific political strategists. The idea
that court Democrats could kick
out two duly elected GOP justices,
nullify two popular constitution-
al amendments, and protect Er-
vin from the political blowback is
a complete farce and is unhinged
from reality.

The Woodshed, by investigative
political analyst Dallas
Woodhouse, is a unique blend of
news and optnion based on his
expertise and years of experience
in North Carolina’s political
trenches. For more follow him on
Twitter at @ DallasWoodhouse

www.carolinajournal.com

Children's

Business Fair

continued from PAGE 3

lation) to create Watercolors for
Wags.

“This is my business, and I
am selling watercolors,” she said.
“I have bookmarks for a dollar,
greeting cards for $2, quote cards
for $3. All the profits go to Saving
Grace Animals for Adoption. You
can place personalized orders, and
we will ship them to you.”

Anna told CJ that starting her
business helped her to understand
perseverance. “It is hard some-
times, and so you have to keep go-
ing, even though it’s hard.”

Sixth-grader Molly Wilkins
and her fourth-grade sister Zo-
ey are talented young artists who
created Pour Girl designs. They
hand paint canvases, design ear-
rings, and decorate vases.

“I am learning how to interact
with people without being a little

pushy,” said Molly.

“I think they are doing a great
job,” says proud mom Grace. “I
think they are learning responsi-
bility. I think they are taking own-
ership for something as they are
creating.”

The Pope Foundation makes
grants to improve the well-being
of North Carolinians by advanc-
ing the ideas of limited govern-
ment, individual freedom, person-
al responsibility, and strong com-
munities. The foundation’s grants
are focused on public policy, edu-
cation, the arts, and human ser-
vices. The foundation is a sup-
porter of the John Locke Founda-
tion, the parent company of Caro-
lina Journal.

The children’s business fair is
one of many charitable endeavors
the foundation supports to foster
free-market economics under the
foundation’s belief that “under the
rule of law, a free-market econ-
omy is the best conduit to bring
the greatest prosperity to the most
significant number of people. A
free and prosperous nation cannot
function without individual re-
sponsibility and initiative.”

-
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The Children’s Business Fair in Raleigh is one of many charitable endeavors from the Pope Foundation, which
promotes free markets and the entrepreneurial spirit.



