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BY JOHN TRUMP

The 2021 session of 
the General Assem-
bly began in Janu-

ary, as the world was en-
tering its second year of 
the pandemic. The hope 
was the COVID fog would 
lift, allowing a return to 
normalcy, at least in a rel-
ative sense, and that law-
makers could go about 
business as usual.

Much was on the legis-
lative agenda, among the 
most pressing a need to fi-
nally pass a budget Gov. Roy 
Cooper would sign and re-

draw election maps Demo-
crats might accept, all with 
a goal of finishing the ses-
sion by Halloween.

The results were decid-
edly bittersweet, at least 
from a Republican stand-
point, with Democrats 
choosing tricks over treats.

Cooper, albeit be-
grudgingly, signed a bud-
get passed by the Republi-
can-led General Assembly, 
which was a first. Things 
then took a turn toward an 
extended session and pro-
tracted court battles, which, 
to be fair, came as no sur-
prise. Lawmakers submit-

ted maps, the outcome, they 
said, the product of a fair 
and transparent process. 

“I am confident that the 
House and Senate have ap-
proved redistricting plans 
that include maps that are 
constitutional in every re-
spect,” House Speaker Tim 
Moore, R-Cleveland, said 
after lawmakers approved 
the maps late last year.

Democrats, empow-
ered by strong national in-
terests determined to skew 
elections left, think oth-
erwise. The N.C. Supreme 
Court was set to decide the 
latest redistricting lawsuits, 

though lawmakers have lit-
tle time to do so and, be-
cause of court actions, voted 
to delay the 2022 primaries 
until June 7.

Jordan Roberts sensed 
some fatigue among law-
makers, as a second pan-
demic-laced session moved 
toward Christmas. Rob-
erts, director of government 
affairs at the John Locke 
Foundation, said lawmakers 
are eager to finish in 2022 
so those seeking re-elec-
tion can get to work raising 
money and campaigning.

Medical marijuana, expanding Medicaid 
on agenda when lawmakers return for 2022 

short session this spring

BY DONNA KING 

As the Biden adminis-
tration and Congress 
struggle with plum-

meting approval numbers, 
a battle is being waged in 
North Carolina and other 
states over who will control 
the drawing of congressio-
nal districts. The 2022 elec-
tions could turn the balance 
of power to Republicans in 
Congress. 

The latest Cygnal poll 
shows 51% of likely voters 
surveyed said they prefer a 
Republican candidate for 

Congress as a check against 
the Biden administration, 
while 40% would prefer a 
Democrat to support Biden’s 
agenda. Combine those 
numbers with a 2020 census 
that gave North Carolina an 
extra congressional seat and 
new maps, and the stakes get 
high.

Consequently, on Feb. 
2 the N.C. Supreme Court, 
with a 4-3 Democrat majori-
ty, was set to hear arguments 
over the state’s electoral 
maps approved by a Republi-
can-led legislature. Lawsuits 
over the maps were filed be-

fore they were even passed 
by the state legislature, and 
the plaintiffs are familiar — 
Common Cause North Car-
olina and the N.C. League of 
Conservation Voters, with fi-
nancing from some of the 
highest levels in the Demo-
crats’ political apparatus. 

 The food chain
At the top of the food 

chain sits the National Dem-
ocratic Redistricting Com-
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Athletes from around the 
world packed up their gear, 
and dreams of Gold, to 

head out to the Olympic games. 
Meanwhile, just miles from the 
flickering Olympic torch, religious 
minorities were being corralled in-
to concentration camps while the 
host country was capitalizing on 
the games to push propaganda of a 
modern, strong nation. 

The year was 1936, and the 
games were in Berlin, but it could 
be 2022 in Beijing. 

The Olympics in 1936 came as 
Hitler tried to convince the world 
that Germany was peaceful and 
tolerant, all the while camouflaging 
the growing Nazi tyranny and hid-
ing the new shuffle of gypsies and 
Jewish people into work camps. 

As historians study the games, 
the 94 nations that sent athletes 
that year legitimized the Nazis 
and missed the opportunity to re-
veal the beginnings of atrocities 
that would later stun the world. 

In China that history may be 
repeated. The 2022 Olympics in 
Beijing were scheduled to start 
Feb.4. 

With the world watching the 
People’s Republic of China, un-
der the direction of the Chinese 
Communist Party, they’re offer-
ing a sanitized view of communist 
China with cartoon mascots and 
flashy technology. 

But, just as in 1936, mere 
miles away up to 2 million Uy-
ghurs and other Muslim minori-
ties are being corralled and se-
questered in labor camps in Chi-
na’s Xinjiang province where hu-
man rights groups say the CCP vi-
olates “nearly each and every act” 
of the U.N. Genocide Convention.

If even a portion of the reports 
are true, there are clearly human 
rights violations in China on a 
historic scale. 

Evidence to support allega-
tions of torture, forced steriliza-
tion, and other abuses leaks reg-
ularly from China. Prisoners 
there are required to wear “sui-
cide-proof ” uniforms. 

Last month the Biden ad-
ministration declared a diplo-
matic boycott of the 2022 Bei-
jing Olympics to spotlight China’s 
human rights abuses. It means 
that U.S. officials won’t be there, 
but U.S. athletes can compete. 
Since February 2021, more than 
180 human rights groups global-
ly have called to cancel the 2022 
Beijing games altogether. 

With the Biden administra-
tion’s diplomatic boycott an-
nouncement coming so late, 
just nine other nations have 
joined so far. It’s dashed hopes 
of an alliance of nations. French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
called Biden’s boycott “insignifi-
cant.”

“How other countries proceed 
is up to those countries,” said U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Na-
tions Linda Thomas-Greenfield in 

MY NEIGHBOR recent-
ly asked me, “What do you 
do at a think tank?”

“Shift the Overton 
Window,” I responded. 

The Overton Window is 
a term named for the late 
Joe Overton of the Macki-
nac Center for Public Pol-
icy, a Michigan-based sis-
ter think tank. Overton de-
scribed the movement of 
public policy ideas from 
novel to mainstream. His 
window covers the range of 
policy options acceptable to 
the public.

Various things can in-
fluence public perception 
about an idea, including 
think tanks like the John 
Locke Foundation, media 
including Carolina Jour-
nal, along with corporate 
news, social media, Hol-
lywood, and crises. Since 
politics is downstream 
from culture, politicians, 
who are concerned about 
elections, rarely stray too 
far outside of the Overton 
Window.

Two signatures from 
Gov. Roy Cooper sig-
nal that North Carolina’s 
Overton Window is ex-
panding in favor of free-
dom, thanks, in part, to 
the work we’ve been doing 
at Locke and CJ for three 
decades. Cooper’s draco-
nian COVID lockdowns 
over the past two years 
have accelerated that 
movement. 

The most recent sig-
nature occurred Jan. 13 
when the notoriously an-
ti-educational choice Coo-
per quietly signed a proc-
lamation in support of 
the 11th annual National 
School Choice Week. 

It’s not that Cooper 
is indifferent to school 

choice; prior to Jan. 13, 
he had been openly hos-
tile to it. Every year since 
Cooper took office in 2017, 
the N.C. Association for 
Public Charter Schools 
has asked the governor to 
sign a proclamation for 
National School Choice 
Week, the News and Ob-
server reported. Every 
year he’s ignored that re-
quest until now. 

His signature is more 
than ink on a piece of pa-
per. It reflects that even 
Cooper knows North Car-
olina’s Overton Window 
on education policy has 
shifted away from simply 
funding government-con-
trolled schools toward 
more educational options.

Our polls and paren-
tal action have been show-
ing it for years. Over 81% 
of likely N.C. voters sup-
port choice in education. 
Nearly 23% of North Car-
olina’s 1,847,701 K-12 stu-
dents are in an education-
al structure away from 
a traditional, brick-and-
mortar public school. 

Smart state legislators 
either recognized or agreed 
with the policy shift and 
provided N.C. families with 
a wide array of options in-
cluding charter schools, 
magnet schools, online 
schools, homeschools, pri-
vate schools, tradition-
al public schools, and re-
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BY CJ STAFF

The Tar Heel State has cel-
ebrated National School 
Choice Week for years, but 

2022 brought a number of firsts 
for this annual acknowledgment 
of the importance of educational 
options for every family.

For one, the event — held Jan. 
23-29 — came nearly two years 
into a pandemic in which edu-
cational alternatives have grown 
and flourished. About three in 10 
school-age children in North Car-
olina now attend an alternative to 
their locally zoned public school 
— a private (107,341 students), 
charter (129,955 students), mag-
net (162,024 students), or home 
school (179,900 students).

Another surprise landed in 
mid-January when Gov. Roy Coo-
per, a stalwart opponent of school 
choice since securing the gover-
nor’s office in 2016, issued a proc-
lamation acknowledging National 
School Choice Week.

The proclamation affirms that 
North Carolina is “home to a mul-
titude of high-quality public and 
nonpublic schools from which 
parents can choose for their chil-
dren, in addition to families who 
educate their children in the 
home.” The proclamation also 
states that “education variety not 
only helps to diversify our econo-

my but also enhances the vibran-
cy of our community” and that 
“high-quality teaching profession-
als” can be found in both public 
and private schools.

The move by Cooper comes af-
ter he and the GOP-controlled 
General Assembly came to terms 
on a budget for the new biennium 
that expands and strengthens the 
state’s three school-choice schol-

arships — the Opportunity Schol-
arship Program, the Children 
with Disabilities Grant, and the 
Education Savings Account.

“It has been a rough ride the 
last two years due to the pandem-
ic. However, these trying times 
have served to accelerate the de-
mands for school choice across 
our state and nation,” said Mike 
Long, president of school-choice 

advocacy organization Parents for 
Educational Freedom in North 
Carolina. “We have seen more and 
more students and their families 
empowered by the educational 
options available in our state.”

The nonprofit National School 
Choice Week partnered with 838 
schools and organizations to raise 
awareness about school choice.

Parents flock to 
alternatives

Shortly before the nation-
wide celebration of school choice 
got underway, National School 
Choice Week released a poll show-
ing that 52% of parents said they 
were considering — or considered 
in the past year — choosing a new 
or different school for their chil-
dren.

Education quality and pan-
demic disruptions were the top 
reasons cited for finding anoth-
er school: 36% of parents wanted 
a school offering a higher quality 
of education, while 34% said the 
decision was due to their school’s 
COVID-19 policies that disrupted 
the educational process. 

Rounding out the list of rea-
sons cited were bullying (26%), 
a child not being happy in school 
(23%) and wanting more of a say 
in curriculum choice or what the 
child was learning (21%).

Minority parents were more 
likely to seek an alternative to tra-
ditional district schools, with 62% 
of black parents and 59% of Lati-
no parents reporting they had 
sought, or were seeking, a differ-
ent school.

Choice cuts costs
More good news has landed 

for school-choice advocates in the 
form of an analysis by EdChoice, 
showing that two N.C. choice pro-
grams have saved taxpayers be-
tween $74.1 million and $154.3 
million through fiscal 2018.

Those figures translate to be-
tween $3,373 and $7,022 in lo-
cal and state taxpayer savings for 
each student enrolled in these 
programs.

“These savings result from ma-
ny of the students who exercised 
choice who would have been en-
rolled in a public school if these 
choice programs did not exist — 
and enrolled in public schools at a 
much larger taxpayer cost,” wrote 
Martin Lueken, director of the 
Fiscal Research and Education 
Center at EdChoice.

For 40 school choice programs 
across the United States, the cu-
mulative impact in cost savings is 
between $12.4 billion and $28.3 
billion in net savings for local and 
state taxpayers.

N.C. celebrates National School Choice 
Week amid surge in educational options

National School Choice Week was held Jan. 23-29. The event is an annual 
acknowledgment of the importance of educational options for families.
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BY THERESA OPEKA

A new year ushers in new 
laws in North Carolina. 
Here's what took effect 

Jan. 1:
SENATE BILL 473, Enhance 

Local Government Transparen-
cy, bans public officials from gain-
ing financially from their position. 
They can be charged with a felo-
ny if they do so. The law also pro-
hibits public officials who serve on 
nonprofit boards from voting to 
award contracts to those organi-
zations.

“Surprisingly, there was very 
little on the books in terms of laws 
prohibiting local government of-
ficials from abusing their pow-
er while in office before this piece 
of legislation,” said Jordan Rob-
erts, director of government af-
fairs for the John Locke Founda-
tion. “Now enacted, this law clears 
up ambiguities in current statutes 
and makes clear that no matter 
the level of government, someone 
can’t profit off of their seat.”

The measure followed an au-
dit in May that found sever-
al Rocky Mount officials prevent-
ed the city’s utility payment of-
fice from trying to collect $47,704 
that Mayor Pro Tem Andre Knight 
owed in past-due utility bills. 

State Auditor Beth Wood’s of-
fice opened the investigation after 
getting more than 200 complaints 
at its hotline alleging misconduct 
by elected officials and employees 
of the city of Rocky Mount.

The new law also gives some 
independence to local government 
offices responsible for auditing 

their government colleagues.
There are also new require-

ments for people who want to go 
into law enforcement. HOUSE 
BILL 436 requires those looking to 
obtain employment as police offi-
cers to receive a psychological eval-
uation. It also requires officers to 
receive education on mental health 
and wellness strategies and creates 
a physical fitness study.

“This legislation combines two 
of the most critical issues of this 
past session: mental health and 
criminal justice reform,” Roberts 
said. “This bill was one of several 
that aimed at making policing in 
our communities better while plac-
ing a high importance on the men-
tal health issues many suffer from.”

The law implements a data-
base allowing law enforcement of-
ficials to check the status of an in-
coming officer from previous law 
enforcement agencies.

A related measure, SENATE 
BILL 300, increases protections, 
training, and oversight for state 
and local law enforcement offi-
cers, including the creation of a 
decertification database.

Multiple provisions in the 
state budget, SENATE BILL 105, 
took effect Jan. 1. They include: 
bonuses of up to $1,000 for teach-
ers and principals who qualify by 
taking certain additional train-
ing; the end of taxation of mili-
tary pensions; an increase in the 
per-child income tax deduction; 

and implementation of new re-
quirements for assisted living and 
nursing homes in management of 
infectious disease outbreaks.

SENATE BILL 693, Expe-
dite Child Safety and Permanen-
cy, amends various abuse, ne-
glect, and dependency laws to en-
sure the safety of children in out-
of-home placements and expedite 
permanency planning hearings 
for children removed from their 
homes. 

It also discusses child welfare 
reform, establishes safeguards to 
help protect against human traf-
fickers, implements a statewide 
child protective services hotline, 
and provides safe placement for 
children in need of mental health 
services.

HOUSE BILL 110 made 
changes to the Housing Oppor-
tunities and Prevention of Evic-
tions Program, or HOPE. The bill 
comes as state and local leaders 
struggle to quickly distribute fed-
eral rental assistance aid they’re 
tasked with administering. 

The changes allows landlords 
to apply for assistance on be-
half of tenants, along with oth-
er changes designed to facilitate 
a more effective administration of 
the program.

In 2020, while the world suc-
cumbed to COVID-19 pandem-
ic policies that closed businesses, 
and thus froze many incomes, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention issued a moratorium 
on evictions. The move was mas-
sively disruptive for landlords and 
left them in limbo for months.

North Carolina established the 

Housing Opportunities and Pre-
vention of Evictions Program, or 
HOPE, to provide rent and utility 
assistance to low-income renters 
who were experiencing financial 
hardship due to pandemic poli-
cies, protecting them against util-
ity disconnections and evictions.

HOUSE BILL 890 allows ABC 
stores to sell their items online, 
to be picked up in stores. It al-
lows distilleries and wineries to 
sell packaged products at cer-
tain times on holidays includ-
ing New Year’s Day, July 4, Labor 
Day, and Thanksgiving. It also re-
quires that the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Commission make 
a good-faith effort to offer all li-
quor brands to all local boards, so 
they are more readily available in 
stores statewide and not just in a 
few select areas.

Other laws that took effect in-
clude SENATE BILL 248, which 
includes additional information 
about dental plans on health in-
surance cards. Senate Bill 103 re-
duces regulations to help children 
with autism.

HOUSE BILL 734 protects 
people from unlicensed mental 
health facilities. HOUSE BILL 489 
updates building codes and devel-
opment regulatory reforms, in-
cluding the requirements to be li-
censed as a general contractor in 
the state.

HOUSE BILL 366 provides 
regulatory relief by allowing, for 
example, remote building code in-
spections.

SENATE BILL 329 deals with 
building permit rules and time-
shares.

New laws for a new year
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mittee, run by former U.S. At-
torney General Eric Holder. Up-
on leaving office in 2015, Hold-
er committed to turning his fo-
cus to states’ congressional district 
maps in the next phase of his ca-
reer. That organization spawned 
several others, including the Na-
tional Redistricting Action Fund, 
the National Redistricting Foun-
dation, and All on The Line, a se-
ries of state-level groups that use 
social media to train speakers and 
potential witnesses on how to op-
pose congressional maps in court-
rooms and public hearings.

In 2019, the National Redis-
tricting Fund merged with a po-
litical project of former president 
Barack Obama called Organizing 
for America to launch “Redistrict-
ing U” and All On The Line.

AOTL’s state director said in 
a training session that it was de-
signed to put on the record speak-
ers whose testimony would “be 
impactful during any future liti-
gation.” An analysis of speakers at 
the legislature’s redistricting hear-
ings held across the state found 
that of the 464 speakers, 324 were 
either from AOTL or partisan 
groups with a vested political in-
terest. Plaintiffs used their testi-
mony to argue that lawmakers had 
disregarded “public opinion.”

In its first news conference, 
the NDRC openly shared its dis-
cussions with Democrat House 
members on how the group will 
work through shaping state maps 
to create more seats for their po-
litical party. The Holder-led or-
ganization has been a “max-out” 
donor, $5,400, to more than 40 
Democrat candidates for N.C. of-
fices from state Senate and House 
to the judiciary. That last category 
includes the Earls for Justice cam-
paign to support Anita Earls, an 
associate justice on the N.C. Su-
preme Court. 

“Fixing this redistricting prob-
lem will involve not just focusing 
on the lines but focusing on the 
larger effort to win back gover-
nance,” Holder said in 2017. “This 
is the path to ensuring Democrats 
have their rightful seats at the ta-
ble in 2021.”

The NDRC has contributed 
significant resources to aid law-
suits by North Carolina’s current 
plaintiffs, but other groups have 
chipped in as well. The Tide Foun-
dation of California and the Prote-
us Fund of Massachusetts, who are 
big beneficiaries of George Soros’ 
Open Society Institute, have given 
thousands to the primary plain-
tiffs.

At the state level, the A.J. 
Fletcher Foundation and the Win-
ston-Salem-based Z. Smith Reyn-
olds Foundation have ponied up 
money for the lawsuits.

While this isn’t the first time 
Common Cause and other plain-
tiffs have sued over the state maps, 
this time well over $15 million has 
come from political players at the 
state and national level to affect 
the new district maps.

“This is clearly a long-term 
game plan for the Democratic Par-
ty and their allies,” says Jim Stir-
ling, research fellow at the John 
Locke Foundation’s Civitas Cen-
ter for Public Integrity. “If we look 
back to the 2013 Blueprint N.C. 
brief, they lay out their plan to re-
take the legislature very clearly. 
They called for their members to 

‘eviscerate, mitigate, litigate, cog-
itate, and agitate’ state legislative 
leadership.” 

The Blueprint N.C. strate-
gy in 2013 was underwritten by 
l e f t - l e a n i n g 
funders that in-
clude the Com-
mon Cause Edu-
cation Fund and 
Z. Smith Reyn-
olds, which al-
so awarded a 
$50,000 grant to 
the National Re-
districting Foun-
dation, labeling 
it “Fighting for 
Fairer Maps in 
North Carolina 
Project.”

“The most 
shocking part 
for me has been 
just how ma-
ny of these law-
suits against 
the General As-
sembly are be-
ing handled by 
the same legal 
institutions and 
lawyers,” Stir-
ling added. “The 
Southern Coa-
lition for Social 
Justice, Arnold 
and Porter Kaye 
Scholer LLP, 
and Patterson 
Harkavy show 
up throughout 
a large majori-
ty of these suits 
against the Gen-
eral Assembly.”

In following the money trail, 
much of it seems to pass through 
Common Cause North Carolina 
from its Washington, D.C.-based 
parent organization and its Com-
mon Cause Education Fund. All 
state and federal donors listed 
above contribute to the education 
fund, which in part passes it on to 
Common Cause North Carolina.

A nationwide effort
North Carolina is not alone. 

The National Redistricting Ac-
tion Fund, a 501(c)(4), and the 
National Redistricting Founda-
tion, a 501(c)(3), are support-
ing litigation this year against 
electoral maps in North Caroli-
na, Minnesota, Ohio, Texas, Col-

orado, Louisiana, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, and Alabama. 

Except Colorado, all those 
states run by Republican legisla-
tures. In most cases, the plaintiffs 

are asking that the courts inter-
vene and either draw new maps 
themselves or hire a “special mas-
ter” to redraw maps. Colorado al-
ready has a special redistricting 
commission drawing its maps be-
cause voters approved the com-
mission’s formation through a 
ballot initiative in 2018. There, 
NRAF opposes the commis-
sion-approved maps, saying they 
undercut minority influence.

Largely considered the mas-
termind of the Democrats’ “Law-
suit Industrial Complex,” attor-
ney Marc Elias and his law firm 
are engaged in most of these cas-
es. Hillary Clinton’s former cam-
paign lawyer, Elias is best known 
for his role in acquiring the infa-
mous Steele dossier in 2016 and 

for suing to get the 2008 Minne-
sota Senate recount that pushed 
now disgraced Al Franken in-
to office and gave Democrats the 
votes they needed to pass the Af-

fordable Care 
Act. Since then, 
Elias has fo-
cused his law-
suit lens on 
what he calls 
“grotesque ger-
r ymandering” 
in states’ con-
gressional maps 
… except in 
Maryland.

In January, 
Elias attracted 
criticism for fil-
ing a motion on 
behalf of defen-
dants in a law-
suit over Mary-
land’s maps. 
The group Fair 
Maps Mary-
land is suing the 
Democrat- led 
l e g i s l a t u r e 
over the Dem-
o c r a t - d r a w n 
state congres-
sional map. 
Critics say the 
map is designed 
to elect Demo-
crats to all eight 
congressional 
districts. Re-
publicans hold 
one Maryland 
seat in the U.S. 
House today.

Doug May-
er of Fair Maps 

Maryland called Elias’ motion 
“an appalling display of hypoc-
risy.” He highlighted the lawsuit 
machine that is shaping politics, 
and ultimately policy, in the Unit-
ed States.

 “This is really indicative as 
the kind of games that are be-
ing played,” Mayer said in an in-
terview with Carolina Journal. 
“Marc Elias likes to portray him-
self as a defender of democracy. 
Listen, I’m a Republican opera-
tive in my day job, and Marc Elias 
is a Democrat operative. That’s all 
this is about.”

“We actually looked at the case 
that Marc Elias was bringing in 
North Carolina to build some of 
the legal arguments in our case 
[against Maryland’s maps],” May-

er added. “The idea that he is now 
going to be on the other side, de-
fending gerrymandering in Mary-
land, was too rich of an opportu-
nity to pass up.”

Ad campaigns mix with 
legal action

 The Princeton Gerrymander-
ing Project graded Maryland’s 8-0 
Democrat maps an “F” for a “sig-
nificant Democrat advantage.” 
The Princeton Project also gave 
North Carolina an “F” for “signif-
icant Republican advantage.” The 
Princeton group developed crite-
ria for grading maps, with assis-
tance from a group called “Repre-
sentUs,” which bills itself as a non-
partisan peacemaker carrying the 
tag line “We’re Saving Democracy. 
Join us.”

RepresentUs received a 
$25,000 grant from the Nation-
al Redistricting Action Fund in 
2018. It also helped develop the 
map-grading criteria and graded 
the state’s maps, which N.C. plain-
tiffs the League of Conservation 
Voters used to request that the 
N.C. Supreme Court intervene to 
strike down N.C. maps.

Now, as the court and law-
yers prepared for Feb. 2 oral ar-
guments, RepresentUs ran a so-
cial media campaign on Facebook 
and local Raleigh news websites 
urging Supreme Court justices to 
overturn the maps.

Plaintiffs call this an effort to 
protect voting rights. Some of the 
same groups have taken legal ac-
tion intended to expand voting 
rights for felons, early voting, and 
same-day voter registration.

“If allowed to stand, these ex-
treme gerrymanders would cause 
profound and lasting harm to 
the people of our state, especially 
hurting Black communities, by de-
priving voters of a voice in choos-
ing their representatives,” said 
Bob Phillips, executive director 
of Common Cause North Caroli-
na. “We look forward to taking our 
case to the state Supreme Court. 
We are confident that the people 
of North Carolina will ultimately 
prevail in our fight for fair maps.”

These funders have also helped 
lawsuits in overturning voter ID. 
In 2018, 57% percent of North 
Carolinians voted to add a voter 
ID requirement to the state con-
stitution. That amendment has 
not been enacted because it has 
been tied up in court by lawsuits 
initially filed by the N.C. NAACP 
and Clean Air Carolina.

Using the legal system to over-
turn the policy of the opposing 
party is not new. Common Cause 
has been fighting state districts 
since 2011, when Republicans 
took control of the state legisla-
ture for the first time in a centu-
ry. But the number of lawsuits has 
exploded in recent years, in some 
ways contributing to political po-
larization. The Southern Coali-
tion for Social Justice is using it’s 
legal team to represent Common 
Cause in the redistricting lawsuit 
currently before the N.C. Supreme 
Court.

“It’s very understandable for 
many voters to be frustrated right 
now with the overt partisan lean-
ings of various groups,” said Stir-
ling. “However, I don’t believe 
there has ever been an organiza-
tion in modern history that hasn’t 
had some small partisan leaning 
to it. The best way to combat this 
is more information rather than 
ignoring it entirely. Researching 
who is funding these organiza-
tions, where their C-suite mem-
bers have worked prior to their 
current positions will tell you what 
the beliefs of many of these groups 
are.”

Follow the 
money
continued from PAGE 1

Former president Barack Obama with his U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder.
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Mike Rusher is a political observer and vice president of The Re-
sults Co. in Raleigh.
 

Brent Woodcox is senior policy counsel at N.C. General Assembly.
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MARC ELIAS is the mastermind 
behind the national congressional 
maps lawsuit industry, including 
in North Carolina. Hillary Clinton’s 
former campaign lawyer, Elias 
is best known for paying for the 
Steele Dossier in 2016, and for 
suing to get the 2008 Minnesota 
Senate recount that pushed now-
disgraced Al Franken into office 
and gave Democrats the majority 
to pass the Affordable Care Act. 

DAMON CIRCOSTA, executive director 
of the A.J. Fletcher Foundation, is the 
current chair of the N.C. State Board 
of Elections, appointed by Gov. Roy 
Cooper in 2018.

The National Democratic 
Redistricting Committee PAC 
donated $250,000 to the N.C. 
Democratic Party. The party then 
contributed to Supreme Court 
Justice ANITA EARLS, who now is 
considering litigation the NDRC is 
funding on electoral maps. 

The National Democratic 
Redistricting Committee, launched 
by former U.S. Attorney General 
ERIC HOLDER, and its subsidiaries 
the National Redistricting 
Action Fund and the National 
Redistricting Foundation are 
supporting litigation against 
electoral maps in North Carolina, 
Minnesota, Ohio, Texas, Colorado, 
Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
and Alabama. In most of those 
cases, the plaintiffs are asking 
that the courts intervene and 
either draw new maps themselves, 
or higher a “special master” to 
redraw maps. 

COMMON CAUSE

NC LEAGUE OF 
CONSERVATION VOTERS 

SOUTHERN COALITION 
FOR JUSTICE 

CLEAN AIR CAROLINA 

KEY PLAINTIFFS IN THE ELECTION LAWSUITS   W/ ANNUAL REVENUES

$12,630,269 

$6,645,336 
$988,578 

$915,584 

Lawsuit bankrollers
George Soros, The Open Society Institute 
The Open Society Institure is a private grantmaking foundation 
created and funded by billionaire financier and liberal philanthropist 
George Soros.

National Redistricting Action Fund 
Created to litigate against state elected officials for alleged voting 
rights infractions and what it deems “gerrymandering” of state 
legislative and congressional districts ahead of the 2020 U.S. Census.

All on the Line 
All On the Line was created when the National Redistricting Action 
Fund merged with Organizing for Action, an advocacy group 
dedicated to President Barack Obama’s agenda.

Proteus Fund 
The Proteus Fund is a “pass-through” funder and donor-advised fund 
provider. The Proteus Fund moves money through a number of “donor 
collaboratives” funded by major grantmaking foundations.

National Redistricting Foundation
The National Redistricting Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit affiliate 
of the NDRC, a Democratic Party-aligned PAC chaired by former 
Attorney General Eric Holder.

Common Cause
Opposes Republican politicians, Republican-nominated judges, 
Republican-backed efforts to ensure the integrity of voter rolls, and 
generally Republican redistricting efforts.

Tides Foundation
The Tides Foundation is a major center-left grantmaking organization 
and a major pass-through funder to numerous left-leaning nonprofits. 
George Soros is a major donor.

A.J. Fletcher Foundation
The A.J. Fletcher Foundation gives to left-progressive groups like the 
Common Cause Education Fund and the Southern Coalition for Social 
Justice.

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation
The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation utilizes legacy monies from the 
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco fortune to fund North Carolina-based liberal 
agendas and organizations.

SOURCE:  INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE FORM 990S

SOURCES:  MAPPINGTHELEFT.ORG AND JIM STIRLING, FELLOW, CIVITAS CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEGRITY

LAWSUIT BANKROLLERS AND DIRECTION OF FUNDS 

DAMON 
CIRCOSTA

GEORGE
SOROS

ERIC HOLDER
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BY THERESA OPEKA

Gov. Roy Cooper’s ultimate 
goal of reducing green-
house gases to net-zero 

by 2050 with his latest executive 
order may be clear, but the cost 
to N.C. taxpayers is quite murky.

Executive Order No. 246, 
signed on Jan.7, targets reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions by 
increasing the statewide goal to 
a 50% reduction from 2005 lev-
els by 2030 and achieving net-ze-
ro greenhouse gas emissions by 
2050. Cooper’s plan calls for tran-
sitioning all state vehicles to elec-
tric and encouraging drivers to 
switch to electric and other ze-
ro-emission vehicles. 

“Transforming North Carolina 
toward clean energy and a more 
equitable economy will provide 
good jobs and a healthy environ-
ment for generations of families 
across our state,” Cooper said in a 
press release. 

North Carolina has 16,190, or 
1.6%, electric vehicles on the road.

The order calls for an increase 
in registered zero-emission ve-
hicles to at least 1.25 million by 
2030, building upon his goal of 
80,000 by 2025 in Executive Or-
der 80 from 2018, and for 50% 
of sales of new vehicles in North 
Carolina to be zero-emission by 
2030. It also directs the Depart-
ment of Transportation to develop 
a N.C. Clean Transportation Plan 
for decarbonizing the transporta-
tion sector through reductions in 
vehicle miles traveled, an increase 
in zero-emission cars, trucks, and 
buses, and other strategies.

Estimated total cost for DOT? 
Well, that’s up in the air as well. 
“As part of our efforts to reduce 
our transportation-related carbon 
footprint, a task force has been es-
tablished to explore electrification 
of our fleet,” said Jamie Kritzer, 
assistant director of communica-
tions for NCDOT in an emailed 
statement when asked about the 
costs associated with purchasing 
electric versus gas-powered ve-
hicles and the costs to maintain 
them. “The team developing the 
Clean Transportation Plan as part 
of the recent executive order will 
explore a number of areas relat-
ed to transportation innovations, 
including the costs to buy and 
maintain zero-emission vehicles 
versus gas vehicles.”

“The costs, including grid up-
grades, charging stations, tax in-
centives, and rebates just to name 
a few, will be astronomical,” said 
Amy Cooke, John Locke Foun-
dation CEO. “Basically, low- and 
moderate-income North Caroli-
na drivers will subsidize the driv-
ing habits of wealthier urbanites 
through higher taxes and fees, 
higher-priced vehicles, and high-
er electric rates. No wonder they 
don’t want an honest debate at 
the legislature.”

Costs for transitioning over 
to electric vehicles typically 
come with a high price tag. In a 
2019 report, California had ear-
marked $2.46 billion in public 
funds geared toward constructing 
charging stations, incentives for 
the public to buy electric vehicles, 
and switching state vehicles over 
to electric as well.

Duke Energy has proposed 
$56 million for charging stations 
and electric buses, and the fed-
eral government has allocated 
$109 million to North Carolina 
for charging stations in the infra-
structure bill signed last year. 

But will it be enough? 
Charging stations are typically lo-
cated in more urban settings, leav-
ing those in rural and poorer com-
munities at a dis-
advantage. Studies 
estimate the state 
will need 25 times 
more Level 2 char-
gers — which give 
80 miles of range 
in four hours and 
10 times more fast 
chargers, which 
can add the same 
amount of range in 
30 minutes, than 
what it has now.

Paying for 
the building and 
maintenance of 
new roads and 
bridges is also a 
factor as gas tax-
es consumers pay 
at the pump would 
be greatly reduced 
or eliminated with 
the switch to elec-
tric vehicles. Fed-
eral and state fu-
el taxes account 
for more than 
40% of transpor-
tation funding, 
making them the 
largest revenue 
source. States like 
Pennsylvania are 
looking at tolling 
bridges in order to stem losses to 
make up for lost funding. The fed-
eral government is also looking at 
implementing a “pay per mile” tax 
to replace the gas tax, although no 
one is sure how it would be ad-

ministered and there are priva-
cy concerns with being tracked. It 
would also hurt those who live in 
rural areas, who usually have less 
income.

Dangers also exist with elec-
tric vehicles.  Lithium-ion bat-
teries power all-electric vehi-
cles and are extremely flamma-
ble. Some parking garages exclude 
electric vehicles from the premis-

es. It took more 
than four hours 
and 30,000 gal-
lons of water to 
put out the fire 
from a deadly 
crash involving 
an electric vehi-
cle. Tesla own-
ers in Alaska 
and Canada al-
so recently had 
heat pump is-
sues that caused 
their heaters not 
to work. Manu-
facturers, how-
ever, are work-
ing on making 
vehicles safer.

Jon Sanders 
says Cooper’s or-
der is fraught 
with problems. 
He’s the senior 
fellow in regula-
tory studies and 
research edi-
tor at the John 
Locke Founda-
tion.

“The gov-
ernor is order-
ing changes that 
might sound 
good to those 

with no familiarity with the mat-
ters at hand, but practically they 
would raise costs on electricity 
consumers, from industrial sites 
on down to poor families strug-
gling to get by,” Sanders said. “Nor 

has Cooper considered the  emis-
sions problems with electric vehi-
cles. Even considered strictly from 
the emissions side of it, his order 
is all cost and no benefit to North 
Carolina.”

Sanders said that with nearly 
two-thirds of our energy produc-
tion from nuclear and natural gas 
now, North Carolina’s greenhouse 
gas emissions have been  falling 
dramatically all century.

The Biden Administration also 
views nuclear being vital in reduc-
ing greenhouse gases and made it 
part of the $1 trillion infrastruc-
ture package signed into law last 
year.

“He (Cooper) needs to remem-
ber his duty is to serve the peo-
ple of North Carolina, not out-
side special interests and lob-
bies,” Sanders said. “Locke’s Ener-
gy Crossroads report  offers  ways 
to achieve  more GHG emissions 
reductions without crippling the 
economy or plunging us into a 
European-style winter of dark-
ness by jeopardizing the reliabili-
ty and affordability of our energy 
grid.”

Cooper’s latest order also di-
rects state agencies to consider 
equity when spending money and 
creates an environmental justice 
lead, who will also have to cre-
ate public participation plans that 
guide how public input is sought 
and to explain relative effects.

In 2021, Cooper, a Democrat, 
signed  House Bill 951, a biparti-
san law requiring the N.C. Utili-
ties Commission to take the nec-
essary steps for state utility pro-
viders to reduce carbon emissions 
by 70% from 2005 levels by 2030 
and to achieve carbon neutrali-
ty by 2050. Critics, though, ex-
pressed concerns that signing that 
bill into law would increase elec-
tric rates that would especially 
hurt poor families and small busi-
nesses.

The true cost of switching 
N.C. vehicles to all-electric

Go Raleigh Station has made movement toward being more EV friendly with electric buses included in their 
fleet. 
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Low- and 
moderate-income 
North Carolina 
drivers will 
subsidize the 
driving habits 
of wealthier 
urbanites through 
higher taxes and 
fees, higher-
priced vehicles, 
and higher 
electric rates. No 
wonder they don’t 
want an honest 
debate at the 
legislature.

- Amy Cooke, CEO
John Locke Foundation

BY JOHNNY KAMPIS

As the federal govern-
ment — and leaders 
in North Carolina — 

look to plow millions of tax-
payer dollars into broadband 
growth, a possible merger be-
tween two internet provid-
ers with strong footprints in 
the state could help facilitate 
high-speed infrastructure de-
velopment.

Zayou Group LLC of Boul-
der, Colorado, is looking to buy 
the Little Rock, Arkansas, com-
panies of Windstream Holdings 
and Uniti Group Inc., accord-
ing to The Wall Street Journal. 
Talks began in June, according 
to the newspaper, but not much 
progress has been made on the 
possible $3.5 billion acquisition 
recently.

Arkansas Online noted that 
Uniti was once part of Wind-
stream, spinning off into a sep-
arate company in 2015. Uni-
ti engages in buying and build-
ing communications indus-
try infrastructure, and Wind-
stream has paid Uniti for access 
to some of that infrastructure, 
according to the outlet. 

The owners of Zayo believe 
that bringing Windstream and 
Uniti back together could accel-
erate the construction of broad-
band infrastructure to a mil-
lion more households by redi-
recting the $700 million that 
Windstream spends annually 
on lease payments. 

The two companies hav-
en’t been without their quar-
rels. Arkansas Online report-
ed that Windstream sued Uni-
ti in 2020, a year after emerg-
ing from a voluntary Chapter 
11 bankruptcy filing, alleging 
the lease agreement it had with 
Uniti was overpriced and finan-
cially burdensome. The compa-
nies settled and agreed to a new 
long-term lease agreement.

Uniti has been tight-lipped 
about the possible acquisition, 
but Windstream has comment-
ed on the possible benefits of 
such a deal.  

“Without commenting on 
any specific potential transac-
tions, any plan that will allow 
us to accelerate and deepen our 
fiber build will be a positive for 
Windstream and its custom-
ers,” Windstream president and 
CEO Tony Thomas told Arkan-
sas Online.

Merger of 
providers 
could be 

broadband 
boon for N.C.

BACON

FURNITURE
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INFLATION

BY LAURI SALOVAARA 

Ashworth’s Clothing in 
Fuquay-Varina opened in 
1937. It survived through 

some trying times, such as World 
War II, the Vietnam War, and 
the Great Recession.

Owner Steve Ashworth says 
the current state of the world 
economy offers some unique chal-
lenges, too.

“This is unusual, especially the 
government’s lockdown in 2020, 
which impacted us,” he told Caro-
lina Journal.

Small businesses across the 
country, like Ashworth’s, are 
struggling to get back to normal 
after those closures. Now, they’re 
facing runaway inflation, growing 
to 7% in December, the highest 
rate in 40 years. Rising gas prices 
and food prices compound prob-
lems for small businesses faced 
with competing with bigger busi-
nesses, plus the rising health in-
surance cost and wages for em-
ployees.

Small business owners re-
port inflation as their second big-
gest problem, with quality of la-
bor topping the list, according to 
the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business’ Small Business 
Optimism Index. 

This is in line with the results 
of the November Civitas poll, in 
which 77% of 600 likely general 
election voters reported inflation 
as a top issue.

NFIB surveyed 639 business 
owners, mostly from the retail, 
services, construction, and agri-
culture sectors, with the largest 
group in the study having three to 
five employees.

About 49% of owners report-
ed having trouble finding enough 
people to fill job openings. Of 

those surveyed, 31% said few of 
their applicants were qualified, 
and 26% had reported no appli-
cants. To compete with bigger 
businesses, 48% reported having 
raised pay, with 32% planning to.

Not every small business own-
er can afford that. According to 
Cigna + Oscar Alliance’s July sur-
vey, 70% of 406 small-business 
owners and decision-makers said 
health insurance “wasn’t built 
with small businesses in mind.” 

Furthermore, 60% reported 
limiting health care benefit op-
tions due to costs, and 59% re-
ported being unable to compete 
with larger companies on benefit 
offerings.

Ashworth is looking for more 
workers, particularly people will-
ing to work full time. Two full-
time workers and several part-
time employees run Ashworth’s.

“There doesn’t seem to be any 
hope on the horizon,” he told CJ.

To further complicate the hir-
ing process, Ashworth’s business 
is highly specialized, and employ-
ees have to be equipped with the 
proper skills and experience to 
handle the work.

“Custom clothing requires a 
fair amount of knowledge,” he ad-
mits.

For Ashworth’s, circumstanc-
es began to improve in April 2021, 
when state government began to 
lift its mandates. But new prob-

lems surfaced, like labor shortag-
es and supply chain issues. With 
their products stuck at the South-
ern border and in California ports, 
Ashworth’s has dealt with increas-
ing costs encompassing freight, 
containers, insurance, building 
repairs, and tailoring. The Christ-
mas season was especially tough.

Ashworth’s Clothing will have 
to raise prices to compensate.

“Starting March 1, I am not go-
ing to have any other choice,” Ash-
worth said. “Labor costs are going 
to increase especially.”

According to NFIB, 49% of 
small business owners planned to 
raise prices, which was 54% in the 
November report. About 57% had 
already raised prices, down from 
59%. The most affected sector is 
wholesale, followed by construc-
tion.

To survive, businesses must 
change their plans according to 
the economy, a John Locke Foun-
dation expert says.

“To combat inflation and 
maintain a productive workplace, 
small businesses must adapt by 
raising prices, streamlining ser-
vices, automating, eliminating 
less-popular products, or employ-
ing creative means to stay afloat 
as costs of doing business rise,” 
said Paige Terryberry, Locke se-
nior analyst for fiscal policy.

While the retail industry re-
ported record holiday sales 
growth of 13.7% year-over-year 
for the 2021 season, retail consul-
tants Customer Growth Partners 
estimated that more than half of 
that growth (6.7%) is due to the 
record inflation in December.

Lauri Salovaara is an intern with 
Carolina Journal. He is a senior 
studying political science at N.C. 
State University.

Small businesses, like Ashworth’s in 
Fuquay-Varina, struggling with inflation 

Steve Ashworth of Ashworth’s Clothing in Fuquay-Varina.
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Amid U.S. inflation surge, which prices are rising the most? Fuels, used cars 
and lodging lead the way

Biggest % increases in consumer prices, December 2020-December 2021

GASOLINE, REGULAR

GASOLINE, MIDGRADE

GASOLINE, PREMIUM

FUEL OIL

USED CARS AND TRUCKS

CAR AND TRUCK RENTALS

PROPANE, KEROSENE, AND FIREWOOD

HOTELS/MOTELS

UTILITY GAS SERVICE

BEEF (ROASTS)

BEEF (STEAKS)

BACON

FURNITURE

GROUND BEEF

WINDOW COVERINGS

50.8%

44.5%

41.9%

41.0%

37.3%

36.0%

33.8%

27.6%

24.1%

22.1%

21.4%

18.6%

17.3%

13.0%

12.9%

SOURCE:  U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Cost of living climbs in 2021
The Consumer Price Index increased 7.0% from December 2020 
to December 2021, the highest rate in nearly 40 years.

SOURCE:  U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, PEW RESEARCH CENTER

50.9%
GASOLINE

27.6%
HOTELS/ MOTELS

6.5%
GROCERIES

18.6%
BACON

6.6%
RESTAURANT MEALS

37.3%
USED CARS 

3.8%
RENT

20%
BEEF ROASTS

11.5%
CHICKEN PARTS

0.6%
HOT DOGS
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“I see a sense of urgency to fin-
ish up business and be done,” Rob-
erts told Carolina Journal. 

After all, he said, there’s less 
time to do the work of getting 
elected if legislators keep returning 
to redraw maps. “I think there’s just 
a real sense of urgency to wrap up.”

The General Assembly, as 
mentioned, is focused on finish-
ing with redistricting — whatev-
er that looks like — and either pre-
paring stump speeches or taking a 
long-delayed break. The 2022 ver-
sion of the short session, typical-
ly held in even-numbered years, 
won’t start until spring or early 
summer, though the 2021 mara-
thon continues. 

The 2021 session ended Dec. 
10, with lawmakers technically 
returning to work Dec. 30. Most 
lawmakers actually reconvened in 
Raleigh in January after the hol-
idays. Finishing the redistrict-
ing process and rescheduling the 
election primaries were early pri-
orities. Once lawmakers focus on  
other issues in the regular short 
session, the goal is to finish by the 
Fourth of July.

“In different times, N.C. law-
makers would return to action in 
May of an even-numbered year af-
ter a lengthy break — perhaps as 
long as nine or 10 months,” said 
Mitch Kokai, John Locke Founda-
tion senior political analyst. “Be-
cause their 2021 session lasted so 
long, and because they returned 
to Raleigh earlier than normal in 
2022, it’s not clear that they will 
have the willpower to engage in 
long, drawn-out 
heated debates 
this time around. 
Add in the fact 
that almost all of 
them will see at 
least some chang-
es in their election 
districts, and they 
will have even 
more incentive 
to get to work, do 
what needs to be 
done, and then go 
home.”

Senate Repub-
licans have not 
formally set their 
priorities for the 
upcoming short 
session, Lauren 
Horsch, spokes-
woman for Sen-
ate President Phil 
Berger, R-Rock-
ingham, told Car-
olina Journal.

“ H o w e v e r , ” 
Horsch said, “we 
remain committed to building off 
of our successful 2021 session that 
cut taxes for all North Carolinians, 
expanded access to school choice, 
and provided relief for businesses 
impacted by the pandemic.”

Roberts expects some caucus-
ing and serious discussion around 
several free-market issues, includ-
ing sports wagering (see sidebar), 
medical marijuana, and Medicaid 
expansion, an issue for the newly 
formed Joint Legislative Oversight 
Committee on Medicaid and N.C. 
Health Choice, which Rep. Donny 
Lambeth, R-Forsyth, and Sen. Jim 

Perry, R-Lenoir, will co-chair.
Expect lawmakers to take up 

fewer individual bills, however, 
Roberts said, though measures 
such as House Bill 324, Ensuring 
Dignity and Nondiscrimination in 
Schools, may get a second chance.

The bill was designed to pre-
vent schools from forcing stu-
dents to adopt certain controver-
sial beliefs. Supporters and oppo-
nents alike linked some of those 
beliefs to the controversial Critical 
Race Theory, but Cooper vetoed 

the move. Republi-
cans in the Gener-
al Assembly could 
override that veto, 
albeit with some 
help from Dem-
ocrats, a tenuous 
prospect, at best.

“The legisla-
ture should be fo-
cused on support-
ing teachers, help-
ing students re-
cover lost learning, 
and investing in 
our public schools,” 
Cooper said in ve-
toing the bill. “In-
stead, this bill 
pushes calculated, 
conspiracy-laden 
politics into public 
education.”

Berger, who led 
the push for the fi-
nal version of H.B. 
324, fired back.

“It’s perplex-
ing that Governor 

Cooper would veto a bill that af-
firms the public school system’s 
role to teach students the full truth 
about our state’s sometimes ug-
ly past,” Berger said in a prepared 
statement. “His invented excuse 
is so plainly refuted by the text of 
the bill that I question whether he 
even read it.”

“More broadly, Democrats’ 
choice to oppose a bill saying 
schools can’t force kids to believe 
one race is superior to another re-
ally shows how far off the rails the 
mainstream Democratic Party has 
gone.”

General 
Assembly 
session 
preview
continued from PAGE 1

Rep. Donny Lambeth, R-Forsyth, will co-chair the newly formed Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Medicaid and N.C. Health Choice.
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To that point, one impetus for 
the Medicaid committee is Demo-
crats’ incessant pleas, led by Coo-
per, to expand the federal pro-
gram, a primary reason the gover-
nor has cited for vetoing previous 
budgets. Whether the committee 
plans to make serious moves to-
ward that goal or is effectively pla-
cating Cooper isn’t yet clear. 

But the committee may, says 
Roberts, advocate reforms pro-
posed by the John Locke Foun-
dation, which means choosing 
against expanding Medicaid in fa-
vor of free-market reforms, such 
as reforming the state’s certifi-
cate-of-need laws, granting full 
practice authority to the state’s ad-
vanced practice nurses, and ex-
panding access to telehealth.

A bill legalizing the use of 
medical marijuana, Senate Bill 

711, may at least get a hearing in 
the Senate, Roberts told CJ, if on-
ly to “see what the temperature is.” 
The oft-revised measure, called 
the N.C. Compassionate Care Act, 
would allow marijuana to treat 
“debilitating” conditions such as 
cancer and post-traumatic stress 
disorder. The most recent itera-
tion of the well-traveled bill was 
sent to the Senate’s Rules Commit-
tee on Aug. 26, and that’s where it 
has remained.

As of May 2021, 36 states and 
four territories allow for the med-
ical use of cannabis products, ac-
cording to the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures. As of 
Nov. 29, 18 states, two territories, 
and the District of Columbia have 
enacted legislation to regulate 
cannabis for nonmedical use. Sen. 
BIll Rabon, R-Brunswick, is a pri-

mary sponsor of S.B. 711. Rabon is 
a cancer survivor.

“Just personally, I’ve waited 
long enough,” Rabon told The As-
sembly, a long-form news website. 
“Every session we wait, every day 
we wait, someone’s gonna suffer 
that could benefit.”

Lawmakers also may again 
take up some proposed consti-
tutional amendments, including 
Senate Bill 717, Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights, in the form of a constitu-
tional amendment, which would 
require for approval a three-fifths 
vote of all members of the Sen-
ate and House. The measure lim-
its state spending growth not to 
exceed the combined rate of infla-
tion plus population growth, and 

Democrats’ choice 
to oppose a bill 
saying schools 
can’t force kids 
to believe one 
race is superior 
to another really 
shows how far 
off the rails the 
mainstream Dem-
ocratic Party has 
gone.

- Senate leader 
 Phil Berger, 

R-Rockingham
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Senate Bill 717, Taxpayer Bill of Rights, would limit state spending growth and require annual 
deposits in a state savings fund.

continued NEXT PAGE 
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BY JOHNNY KAMPIS

A bill that would legal-
ize mobile sports bet-
ting in North Caroli-

na is likely to see significant 
consideration in the House 
during the abbreviated spring 
legislative session. 

Rep. Jon Hardister, R-Gul-
liford, and majority whip in the 
House and one of the sponsors 
of the legislation, said recently 
that he believes Senate Bill 688 
has enough bipartisan support 
to pass the legislature. 

While North Carolinians 
can place legal wagers in the 
two casinos operated by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians in Cherokee and Mur-
phy, observers note that many 
residents place wagers online 
through the black market on 
offshore websites. 

“The fact is, people are al-
ready doing it. It’s not regulat-
ed,” Hardister told Spectrum 
News. “It makes sense to create 
a framework and allow people 
to do it legally. The state can 
collect tax revenue on it.”

S.B. 688 would permit on-
site wagering in more loca-
tions, including at professional 
sports venues, as well as autho-
rize border-to-border betting 
on cell phones. 

It would set a tax rate of 8% 
of revenue, one of the lowest in 
the country. Fiscal estimates 
report about $24 million in an-
nual tax revenue would be gen-

erated. 
The legislation passed the 

Senate but didn’t have time 
in 2021 to make it through 
the necessary House commit-
tees before reaching the House 
floor. 

Jordan Roberts, director 
of government affairs for the 
John Locke Foundation, told 
Carolina Journal in November 
the sponsors wanted to bring 
the issue up for discussion to 
gauge the likelihood of it pass-
ing this year and to see how it 
might need adjusted. Roberts 
figured then that the legisla-
tion could be a hot issue during 
the 2022 session. 

Roberts said uncertain-
ty about the 2022 schedule 
makes the priorities for legisla-
tors unclear. 

“Having passed the Sen-
ate already and cleared a key 
House committee, S.B. 688 
does not have many more steps 
to make it to the House floor 
for approval,” Roberts said. 
“The bill’s fate this session will 
all be determined by the appe-
tite of legislative leaders when 
they do decide to hold a session 
this year.”

The top priority for lawmak-
ers in early 2022 is the primary 
election. Members of the GOP 
caucus announced plans to at-
tempt to delay the already post-
poned state primary because 
of concerns the state Supreme 
Court may strike down their re-
districting plans. 

it requires annual deposits in a 
state savings fund, for example. 

That bill was sent to Senate 
Rules in April, where it now sits. 
In March of last year, the John 
Locke Foundation asked likely 
voters whether they would sup-
port such a measure. Some 58% 
supported ths idea, with just 17% 
opposed; 24% either had no opin-
ion or were unsure.

Brian Balfour, senior vice pres-
ident of research for the John 
Locke Foundation, offered five 
reasons to support the measure. 
Those include making permanent 
fiscal restraint, ending the state 
budgetary roller coaster, and the 
positive prospects for job creation 
and growth.

It’s also possible, says Roberts, 
that Senate Bill 355, the Govern-
ment Transparency Act of 2021, 

will re-emerge in some form.
Senators held several hearings 

to discuss S.B. 355, but the effort 
ultimately stalled. Later in the ses-
sion, the Senate tried again by re-
placing the original language of 
the House-passed House Bill 64 
with the same language from S.B. 
355 through a process known as 
“gut and amend.” H.B. 64, in its 
new form, returned to the House 
for concurrence; House members 
voted not to concur, a move that 
sent the bill to a conference com-
mittee, where it sits.

“I think that might get done,” 
said Roberts, attributing his op-
timism to the legislation’s path 
through the committee process.

The N.C. Press Association is 
strongly pushing the bill, though 
employee unions, including the 
N.C. Association of Educators, 
have worked to make it disappear. 
S.B. 355 would create a new re-
quirement that government enti-

ties make a general description of 
certain personnel actions available 
to the public. 

Under current law, personnel 
files of state employees are confi-
dential and may not be released 
except in certain limited circum-
stances to certain individuals or 
entities, the summary says. 

Among those pushing for the 
bill is John Bussian, one of the 
country’s top press lawyers. Bus-
sian has said the bill places a mod-
est but important light on the re-
cords, especially when compared 
with other states. 

“There is no legitimate public 
policy reason not to allow North 
Carolinians the right to see re-
cords of disciplinary actions taken 
against the people they employ in 
state and local government,” Bus-
sian said. “The vast majority of 
states enjoy access like this, and 
the best of these states allow com-
plete access to these files.”

MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARY. Senate Bill 711, legalizing medical marijuana, may at least get a hear-
ing in the Senate. Sen Bill Rabon, a cancer survivor, is a primary sponsor of the bill. 
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Medical marijuana regulation in the United States
Thirty-six states and four territories allow for the medical use of cannabis products.

SOURCE:  NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Adult & medical use regulated Comprehensive medical cannabis program

No public cannabis access programCBD/Low THC program

Sports betting 
legislation will 

probably make a 
comeback in 2022

A good bet

STATE REP: "The fact is, people are already doing it. It’s not 
regulated. It makes sense to create a framework and allow people 
to do it legally."
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BY DAVID BASS

Property owners in one of 
the few remaining rural ar-
eas of fast-growing Wake 

County are questioning plans to 
build a bypass for U.S. 401 that 
would dissect several long-time 
family farms.

The plan — orchestrated by 
the N.C. Capital Area Metropol-
itan Planning Organization — 
could expand the corridor to 19 
miles of highway from Banks 
Road to Fuquay-Varina and into 
Lillington in Harnett County. The 
population in the region is expect-
ed to mushroom by 100,000 peo-
ple by 2045, according to official 
estimates.

The bypass is included in the 
2050 Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Plan. Even if approved, it 
could be a decade or more before 
workers break ground. But local 
landowners and some policymak-
ers are concerned about what the 
plan will mean for small-business 
farmers who have lived there for 
generations and continue contrib-
uting to the local economy.

N.C. Rep. Erin Pare is one of 
them. The only Republican mem-
ber of Wake County’s N.C. House 
delegation, Pare represents a 
southern portion of the county 
that includes all of Fuquay-Vari-
na and parts of Holly Springs and 
Apex.

Pare says the 401 bypass plans 
have been in the works for de-
cades, leaving local property own-
ers in limbo. “It handicaps how 
they can use their property or sell 
it,” Pare told Carolina Journal.

“The point is they’re not just 
plots of green space that people 
own,” she added. “They actually 
contribute to the overall economy. 
That’s the missing piece that peo-
ple don’t pay attention to.”

At a meeting in early Decem-
ber, CAMPO opted to punt on 
a final vote on the bypass until 
March. But several members of 
the public spoke out against the 
bypass plan.

“We get it,” said local resident 
Terry Yeargan, whose property is 
in the planned corridor for the by-
pass.

“Growth and development will 
ultimately change and likely elim-
inate our way of life. What you’re 
seeing with our comments and 
prior communication is the begin-
ning of our last gasp of our way of 
life as it dies.” 

Another property owner who 
spoke at the meeting, Mere-
dith Crawford, owns and manag-
es Pepperwood Farm, a 118-acre 
horse farm in Fuquay-Varina that 
includes multiple horse barns, 
an indoor arena, and an out-
door ring and round pen with 

TRANSPORTATION

A highway runs through it
Farmers, 
landowners 
question 
the effects 
of planned 
bypass

Candace Olive Gray surveys her family's property, Olive's Tree Farm, that would be destroyed by the 401 bypass.
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lights and a jump field. The farm 
boards around 60 horses, includ-
ing steeds for the Raleigh mount-
ed police unit.

Crawford said if the bypass 
cuts through the farm, it will 
mean eventual closure. “The eco-
nomic impact of what our farm 
provides to the area is significant,” 

she said. “As a farm, we spend al-
most $1 million a year with our 
vendors, with our farriers, just for 
the farm.”

Seventeen horse farms have 
closed in fewer than five years, 
without any new farms creat-
ed, Crawford said. The industry 
is shrinking and moving outside 

counties like Wake and Harnett.
Other property owners have 

raised concerns about the bypass 
being too close to Fuquay-Varina 
— instead, they believe the road 
should fall farther east and south 
of the town. Martha Fish is one of 
them. Her land is part of JC Ro-
land Farms LLC, a working farm, 

and has been owned by her fam-
ily for 260 years from the 1761 
land grant. She asked that the by-
pass proposal be removed from 
the maps to allow time for more 
study.

Candace Olive Gray is anoth-
er local former owner. Her fam-
ily’s property, Olive’s Tree Farm, 
is 73 acres near Fuquay-Varina. 
That has been run as a nursery 
business for two decades. Most of 
their business is local.

“I make the 17th generation 
living off this land with hopes that 
my kids will continue to do the 
same,” said Gray. “The thoughts 
of a bypass destroying our homes, 
livelihood, legacy, and heritage is 
heartbreaking.”

Local municipal and county 
leaders have spoken in favor of the 
bypass.

Blake Massengale, the mayor 
of Fuquay-Varina, acknowledged 
landowners’ concerns but said the 
public benefit of the bypass was 
crucial.

“I can appreciate the connec-
tion that a property owner may 
have with their own property very 
much. That said, all if the infor-
mation that I’ve seen, and from 
what I’ve been told by transpor-
tation planners and consultants, 
the 401 bypass is needed to sup-
port future transportation ability,” 
he said.

“The 401 bypass is of extreme 
importance to Harnett County,” 
said Lewis Weatherspoon, chair-
man of the Harnett County Board 
of Commissioners.

Gray said elected officials need 
a new process for making these 
decisions. 

“I believe the whole CAMPO 
process needs to be revamped, 
starting with proper notifications 
to property owners and our farms 
that provide extreme economic 
benefits should be weighed more 
heavily,” she said.
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REDISTRICTING

BY CJ STAFF

North Carolina’s 2022 
elections for Congress 
and the state House and 

Senate remained in limbo at 
press time, as the state Supreme 
Court prepared for oral argu-
ments in lawsuits challenging 
new state election maps.

A three-judge bipartisan pan-
el of Superior Court judges unan-
imously endorsed the maps in 
a ruling issued Jan. 11. The Su-
preme Court could affirm that rul-
ing and allow elections to proceed 
as planned. Or the seven-member 
high court could strike down all or 
parts of all three targeted maps.

Oral arguments were sched-
uled for Feb. 2. Observers antici-
pated a ruling within weeks, per-
haps days, of that virtual hearing.

State law and tradition call for 
the court to give state lawmak-
ers a second opportunity to tweak 
existing maps or draw new ones 
if the enacted maps are reject-
ed. But a tight timeline for North 
Carolina’s primary election could 
prompt the Supreme Court to by-
pass that process and produce 
court-drawn maps for 2022 elec-
tions.

Fear of that possibility helped 
prompt the Republican-led Gen-
eral Assembly to return to Raleigh 
on Jan. 19 to approve House Bill 
605. It would move the primary 
election date back by three weeks. 
The delay would guarantee law-
makers more time to comply with 
a court order.

The fight over election maps 
had already prompted the state 
Supreme Court to bump North 
Carolina’s originally scheduled 
March 8 primary back to May 17. 
H.B. 605 would set a new prima-
ry date of June 7. Lawmakers ap-
proved the measure on a par-
ty-line vote, with Republicans fa-
voring the delay and Democrats 
rejecting it. At press time, Demo-
cratic Gov. Roy Cooper had yet to 
announce whether he would sign 
the bill, veto it, or allow it to move 
forward without his signature.

 At stake in the fight over 
drawing of election maps, also 
known as redistricting, is poten-
tial partisan control of key N.C. 
elected offices for the next decade.

All 50 seats in the N.C. Sen-

ate and all 120 seats in the N.C. 
House of Representatives are up 
for election every two years. Re-
publicans now hold a 28-22 Sen-
ate majority and a 69-51 advan-
tage in the House.

Critics of new maps drawn 
with fresh 2021 U.S. census da-
ta suggest that Republicans en-
gaged in “extreme” partisanship in 
redistricting. Critics contend the 
new maps would help preserve 
GOP control of both legislative 
chambers, regardless of election 
results, between now and 2030. 
That’s when the next U.S. census 
will prompt another round of re-
districting.

Multiple legal challenges con-
tend that the excessive partisan-
ship leads to a level of “extreme 
gerrymandering” that violates 
multiple sections of the N.C. Con-
stitution.

Along with the election maps’ 
potential impact on control of the 
General Assembly, the legal fight 
also could affect Congress.

Population growth during the 
2010s helped North Carolina gain 
a 14th seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. That means law-
makers were required to shift the 
state’s political boundaries to ac-
commodate a new 14th Congres-
sional District. Republicans hold 
an 8-5 advantage among the cur-
rent U.S. House delegation. Crit-
ics argue that the challenged con-
gressional map would guarantee a 
10-4 or even 11-3 Republican elec-
toral advantage moving forward.

That’s one reason why nation-
al groups aligned with the Dem-
ocratic Party are playing a lead-
ing role in challenging N.C. maps. 
Organizations linked to former 
Obama-era U.S. Attorney General 
Eric Holder are taking part in the 
proceedings. Attorneys tied to na-
tional Democratic election lawyer 
Marc Elias represent some plain-
tiffs in the ongoing cases.

The three-judge panel that up-
held the maps in January issued 
a 260-page judgment. It applied 
to all active state lawsuits chal-
lenging the election maps. Judg-
es Graham Shirley and Nathan-
iel Poovey, both Republicans, and 
Dawn Layton, a Democrat, agreed 
with redistricting critics that the 
enacted maps showed evidence of 
“intentional, pro-Republican par-
tisan redistricting.”

But the judges also agreed 
unanimously that nothing with-
in the state’s political or consti-
tutional history suggested that 
Republican lawmakers did any-
thing that would prompt courts to 
throw the maps out.

Citing the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 2019 ruling in the N.C. 
partisan gerrymandering case 
Rucho v. Common Cause, the N.C. 
trial-level judges noted that courts 

have not been able to produce a 
manageable standard for parti-
san gerrymandering cases. Such a 
standard would distinguish an ac-
ceptable level of partisanship in 
redistricting from “extreme” par-
tisanship that would render maps 
unconstitutional.

“Redistricting is a political 
process that has serious politi-
cal consequences,” the biparti-
san panel of judges wrote. “It is 
one of the purest political ques-
tions which the legislature alone 
is allowed to answer. Were we as 
a Court to insert ourselves in the 

manner requested, we would be 
usurping the political power and 
prerogatives of an equal branch of 
government. Once we embark on 
that slippery slope, there would 
be no corner of legislative or ex-
ecutive power that we could not 
reach.”

Waiting on the courts
Fate of 
elections, 
maps remains 
unclear 

For the latest information about the 
ongoing court battle over redistricting:

www.carolinajournal.com

Organizations linked to Obama-era U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder are challenging North Carolina's maps.
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Attorneys tied to national Democratic election lawyer Marc Elias represent plaintiffs in the map challenges.
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BY DAVID BASS

Former N.C. Gov. Pat Mc-
Crory is the preferred 
choice for the state’s U.S. 

Senate seat in 2022, according 
to a Civitas Poll of likely GOP 
primary voters released Jan. 13.

McCrory leads the Republi-
can primary field with 24% of 
the vote, compared to 19% for 
13th Congressional District Rep. 
Ted Budd and 7% for former 6th 
Congressional District Rep. Mark 
Walker. Forty-nine percent of 
those surveyed were undecided.

The general election for the 
Tar Heel State’s Senate seat is ex-
pected to be one of the most com-
petitive of 2022 and could de-
cide the balance of power in that 
chamber. The seat is open due to 
the retirement of incumbent U.S. 
Sen Richard Burr.

In the poll, McCrory makes his 
strongest showing in three of four 
major regions across the state, 
with 24% support in the Trian-
gle, 27% on the coast, and 27% in 
Charlotte. 

The only area in which Budd 
comes out on top is central North 
Carolina, with 28% support. All 
four regions have a high undecid-
ed rate, ranging from 35% in the 
central portion of the state to 57% 
in the Triangle.

“This poll shows that there are 

two very different paths to victory 
for the McCrory and Budd cam-
paigns,” said Donald Bryson, pres-

ident of the John Locke Foun-
dation. “Budd’s path is more 
straightforward: He needs the 

field to narrow. McCrory, on the 
other hand, with better name rec-
ognition, needs his campaign to 
begin putting lead on target, spe-
cifically Ted Budd himself and 
core conservative issues like bor-
der security and election security.”

The results of the new sur-
vey show that former President 
Trump’s influence in the race is 
strong but not overwhelming. 
Even with Trump’s endorsement 
landing in June, Budd has been 
unable to overtake McCrory in the 
polls. 

Asked how Trump’s endorse-
ment of a U.S. Senate candidate 
would impact their vote, 50% of 
GOP primary voters said they 
would definitely or probably vote 
for Trump’s pick, while 37% said 
they would keep an open mind.

Michael Bitzer, professor of 
politics and history at Cataw-
ba College in Salisbury, predict-
ed that Trump’s influence will be 
a significant factor as the race 
heads into the home stretch.

“I’d expect to see Budd pub-
licize Trump’s endorsement to 
the hilt — that’s likely the type of 
GOP primary voter that will be 
out there,” Bitzer told Carolina 
Journal. 

“McCrory’s name recognition 
and previous runs certainly are a 
fundamental advantage to him, 
but my question continues to be 

how loyal will this GOP primary 
electorate be toward Trump?”

Andy Taylor, a political science 
professor at N.C. State Universi-
ty, noted that half the Republican 
electorate is still undecided in the 
race. “There is plenty of room for 
things to change, clearly,” he said.

When it comes to a possi-
ble presidential primary in 2024, 
Trump remains the runaway fa-
vorite among Republican vot-
ers. Forty-seven percent said they 
would vote for the former presi-
dent over Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis (19%), former South Car-
olina Gov. Nikki Haley (8%), or 
former Vice President Mike Pence 
(5%).

The Civitas poll unearthed sev-
eral other key data points. Asked 
whether the U.S. is headed in the 
right or wrong direction, nine out 
of 10 GOP primary voters checked 
“wrong direction.” Eighty-one 
percent disapprove of the job that 
the U.S. Congress is doing.

GOP primary voters also ex-
pressed concerns over election in-
tegrity. Asked “Do you believe the 
November 2022 general elections 
will be free and fair?” 49% said 
“no,” 21% “yes,” and 31% were un-
sure.

The poll was conducted by Cyg-
nal and queried 600 likely voters 
Jan. 7-9.

BY DAVID BASS

Support for the Opportu-
nity Scholarship Program 
stands at 61%, according to 

a new Civitas Poll of likely vot-
ers presented by the John Locke 
Foundation.

The results arrived during Na-
tional School Choice Week, an 
annual nationwide celebration of 
educational options for all stu-
dents.

The poll found that likely vot-
ers also take into consideration a 
politician’s position on Opportu-
nity Scholarships when deciding 
at the ballot box. 

Forty-six percent said they 
would be more likely to vote for 
a pro-scholarship candidate in 
the 2022 mid-terms, compared to 
22% who would be less likely.

Opportunity Scholarships 
provide up to $5,900 a year for 
low- and moderate-income fami-
lies to attend the private school of 
their choice.

“Elected officials and public 
school advocates who continue to 
rail against parental choice repre-
sent a small, pitiful faction of en-
thusiasts clinging to antiquated 
ideas about K-12 education,” said 
Terry Stoops, director of the Cen-
ter for Effective Education at the 
John Locke Foundation. 

“The Civitas Poll mirrors find-
ings from national polls, which 

found overwhelming support 
for parent choice. It is a good re-
minder that public opinion re-
mains solidly in the pro-parental 
choice camp.”

Poll respondents favored a 
range of other types of school 
choice as well, including 58% 
voicing support for public char-
ter schools and 59% backing the 

creation of Education Savings Ac-
counts designed for students who 
experienced learning loss during 
the pandemic.

Nearly eight in 10 respon-
dents believe that parents or le-
gal guardians should determine 
where a child attends school, 
compared to 11% who believe 
the decision should be up to local 
school boards. 

Over one-third of respondents 
have changed schools or consid-
ered changing schools due to the 
pandemic.

The poll also gauged likely 
voters’ attitudes on the general 
direction of the state and country. 
Seven in 10 likely voters believe 
the country is on the wrong track, 
with 52% saying the country is 
“definitely” on the wrong track.

President Biden’s approv-
al rating continued its decline, 
reaching a low of 38% in January, 
compared to 42% in August and 
48% in March. 

The enthusiasm gap among 
Biden’s supporters has only wors-
ened in the past 10 months — in 
March, 34% “strongly” approved 
of Biden, while now only 18% do.

Gov. Roy Cooper’s approval 
rating has also slipped in recent 
months. Forty-four percent of 
likely voters approve of the gover-
nor now, compared to 46% in No-
vember. In May, Cooper’s approv-
al rating was as high as 53%.

On education specifically, 
most likely voters don’t trust the 
direction Cooper has taken the 
state — 46% disapprove of his job 
performance and 35% approve.

“The poll results are not good 
news for President Biden or Gov-
ernor Cooper, whose policies con-
tinue to be unpopular with fam-
ilies,” said Robert Luebke, se-
nior fellow at the Center for Ef-
fective Education. “The numbers, 
however, continue to be good for 
school choice advocates. They 
keep telling us two things: North 
Carolinians like choice, and they 
want more of it.”

In a surprising move, Coo-
per issued a proclamation in 
mid-January recognizing Nation-
al School Choice Week, a first for 
him since he took office after the 
2016 election.

“Governor Cooper’s Nation-
al School Choice Week proclama-
tion makes this year’s celebration 
even more special,” said Stoops. 
“It suggests that even the most ar-
dent opponent of parental choice 
can be persuaded of its merits.”

More broadly, 66% believe 
that K-12 education in North 
Carolina is headed in the wrong 
direction, compared to 20% who 
believe it is on the right track.

The survey was conducted Jan. 
21-23 of 600 likely general elec-
tion voters.

School choice: 61% of likely voters back 
N.C.’s Opportunity Scholarship Program

McCrory tops Budd in GOP primary 
poll of 2022 U.S. Senate race



Last month, a public school 
in Fairfax County, Virginia, 
had students play “privilege 

bingo.” Of course, the bingo card 
had the usual so-called privileges 
like “white,” “heterosexual,” “Chris-
tian,” or “male.” All meant to low-
er the self-esteem of certain kids 
in the class, I’m sure. The card also 
had a space for “military kid.” Sup-
posedly, that’s now a privilege, too, 
under the warped rubric of identi-
ty politics. 

This nonsense isn’t just a rogue 
teacher but is an approved curric-
ulum for Fairfax County schools. 
Parents Defending Education, a 
national grass-roots organization, 
rightly labeled the privilege tag for 
military kids as “grotesque.” 

I’m far from an expert on every 
topic, but I know something about 
being a military kid. My dad was 
in the Air Force for over a quarter 
century. While I was blessed to see 
the world, I also didn’t see my dad 
but once or twice a year at times. 
I moved around to seven or eight 

different schools. It turns out that’s 
not the best formula for academic 
stability. I played a lot of catch-up. 
I lost friends and lived far away 
from my grandparents and other 
extended family members. I like-
ly received at least one chronic dis-
ease from water contaminated by 
jet fuel at Strategic Air Command 
bases. I don’t consider myself a 
victim, but you get the point. 

Spare me any “privilege” lec-
tures. 

I doubt the kids that watched 
their dad or mom come back from 
Iraq or Afghanistan in a box took 
comfort in their so-called privi-
lege.

This kind of growing griev-
ance industry that infects the left 
marches on toward clownish levels 
of absurdity. Much of the nonsense 
is fueled by the desire to climb up 
the hierarchy of victimhood. 

In the new religion of identi-
ty politics, being aggrieved is sac-
ramental or a higher state of grace. 
Those that reach this enlightened 
state of victimhood are beyond 
challenge, in their own minds, at 
least. 

Some believe that around ev-
ery corner is racism, an oppressor, 
or they’re enslaved to a worldview 

that believes everyday language is 
violence. 

The left thrives on division, 
and shouts of “privilege” are too of-
ten weaponized to shut down de-
bate and discussion. Guilt or non-
standing is based more on one’s 
race or sex than substance. We’ve 
all seen it filter out of the college 
campus environments and spill 
over into the culture. 

Equally troubling is that Fair-
fax County has many of the best 
public schools — not just in Vir-
ginia, but the entire nation. Be-

cause it’s a highly affluent area, ed-
ucation spending is over $16,500 
per pupil. 

Yet woke-obsessed education, 
like privilege bingo cards, does vir-
tually nothing to reflect the mis-
sion of public schooling in the first 
place, which is to train up good, re-
sponsible, and productive citizens. 

After their ludicrous bingo card 
leaked and parents were under-
standably outraged, the school dis-
trict said the exercise would be re-
vised and offered an apology, albe-
it with the caveat they need to take 

student privilege exercises more 
seriously. But do you trust these 
education bureaucrats and admin-
istrators? 

Fortunately, the most recent 
elections in Virginia saw mas-
sive pushback to woke agendas 
and classroom indoctrination. Ef-
forts to divide people by race must 
be rejected. Efforts that lower stu-
dents’ self-esteem because they be-
long to a particular group — par-
ticularly if a parent or parents 
serve in the military — are insane. 

Social engineering and leveling 
schemes fail wherever and when-
ever they are tried. The 20th cen-
tury is the bloodiest in world his-
tory because it propagated this 
kind of ideology around the globe. 
Parents deserve better. We all do 
as taxpayers and citizens. 

The exercise rightly produced 
outrage over the inclusion of mil-
itary kids, yet the entire assign-
ment is flawed and offensive. Mak-
ing students feel bad about their 
circumstances is not for the ben-
efit of the kids but ideologically 
minded adults with a dangerous 
and un-American agenda. If this 
kind of thought goes unchecked, 
the woke public school establish-
ment can’t die fast enough.

OPINION

Privilege obsession is a form of insanity 
RAY NOTHSTINE 
OPINION EDITOR 
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As a state, we are fortunate 
that many teachers ful-
fill their varied roles and 

responsibilities admirably, even 
in the face of immense challeng-
es that often are beyond their con-
trol. Three such challenges come 
to mind.

The first is changes to fami-
ly structure. According to a 2019 
study by the Pew Research Cen-
ter, the United States has the 
highest rate of children living in 
single-parent households in the 
world. Researchers reported that 
23% of U.S. children under 18 
live with one parent and no oth-
er adults. To put that in perspec-
tive, that is more than three times 
the share of children worldwide 
who do so. 

Many single-parent house-
holds thrive thanks to strong sup-
port networks, while others pro-
duce stressors that impact chil-
dren’s psychological, social, and 
intellectual development. Teach-
ers must then attempt to educate 
and supervise children who can-
not manage these extraordinary 
stressors and engage with par-
ents or guardians facing their own 
unique challenges.

The second challenge is, of 
course, the pandemic. The psy-
chological, physical, and educa-
tional effects of school building 

closures on children cannot be 
overstated. Numerous academ-
ic studies find that the response to 
the pandemic increased anxiety, 
emotional distress, and depres-
sive symptoms in children. It also 
disrupted their sleep patterns, de-
creased physical activity, and pro-
moted a sedentary lifestyle. With 
parents and teachers encounter-
ing mental health challenges of 
their own, the pandemic com-
promised the traditional support 
structures for children. 

Proficiency rates on standard-
ized tests stagnated long before 
the pandemic. Yet, instructional 
changes implemented in response 
to COVID-19, including mandat-
ed remote learning and extend-
ed quarantine periods, produced 

unprecedented levels of learn-
ing loss. A working paper pub-
lished by the National Bureau of 
Economic Research in Novem-
ber concluded that “pass rates de-
clined compared to prior years 
and that these declines were larg-
er in districts with less in-person 
instruction.” Researchers found 
that pass rates on standardized 
math tests declined by a stagger-
ing 14.2 percentage points on av-
erage. Last year, North Caroli-
na Association of Educators Pres-
ident Tamika Walker Kelly called 
learning loss a “false construct,” 
but study after study suggests it is 
not a figment of our imagination. 

In addition to health and 
learning impediments is the diffi-
culty of teaching with masks. Con-

sider the exertion necessary to 
project one’s voice through a mask 
for several hours each workday 
or try to discern nonverbal cues 
from students whose faces are 
concealed by face coverings. Also, 
consider the amount of “policing” 
required to ensure that children 
always wear suitable face cover-
ings appropriately. And this her-
culean effort to conduct a school 
day with universal masking is per-
formed even as evidence contin-
ues to suggest that the harms of 
masking children outweigh its 
benefits. 

The final challenge is woke-
ness in the classroom. Consider 
teachers who have been told that 
they have a moral responsibility 
to ensure that all children emerge 
from their classrooms with “cor-
rect” beliefs about race, gender, 

sexuality, and physical appear-
ance. At the same time, supervi-
sors demand that they closely reg-
ulate communication with (and 
between) students to ensure that 
they faithfully employ selected 
pronouns, identities, and designa-
tions. Today’s educators must tip-
toe around the hair-trigger sen-
sibilities of students who teeter 
on the edge of outrage, standing 
at the ready to arouse the mob by 
amplifying transgressions on so-
cial media. 

For a minimal number of out-
spoken activist administrators, 
educators, and their protégés, the 
woke classroom is the fulfillment 
of a dream hatched by academics, 
teacher union officials, and pro-
gressive politicians that they ad-
mire. The silent majority, who are 
committed to the teaching profes-
sion but do not espouse left-wing 
ideology or politics, will play along 
by promising that they maintain 
an equity-centered classroom fea-
turing equity-focused instruction 
reinforced by equity-centered pol-
icies highlighting equity-mind-
ed practices teaching equity-based 
solutions utilizing equity-driven 
models for equity-seeking groups.

The cumulative effects of sin-
gle-parent households, the pan-
demic, and woke classrooms will 
be challenging to quantify. In the 
meantime, the best-case scenar-
io is that these pressures continue 
to expand school choice and pro-
duce sweeping changes to how we 
train, recruit, and retain teachers.

IT’S NOT PERSONAL, it’s just 
business — or so Facebook as-
sures me.

On this matter, I’m inclined to 
believe the company. That doesn’t 
make my latest encounter with 
the social-media giant any less 
frustrating, however. I just spent 
many days jumping through its 
authorization hoops so I could 
run political ads on a Facebook 
page I manage. And even after 
finishing the process, I still had 
my ad rejected and had to appeal 
the decision multiple times.

Before you accuse me of 
burying the lede, let me clari-
fy. I am not abandoning my long-
time role as political commenta-
tor in order to run for office. I am, 
of course, unelectable. Thousands 
of highly opinionated newspa-
per columns and TV appearances 
over more than three decades will 
do that to the best of men, and al-
so to me.

No, what set off Facebook’s 
alarm was something else entire-
ly. It flagged me as attempting to 
use boosted posts on a nonpoliti-
cal page in order to promote a po-
litical cause. That’s a no-no, ac-
cording to the policies Facebook 
adopted amid criticism of the role 
its ads played in the 2016 election 
and subsequent controversies. 
The company now requires spe-
cial authorization and disclosures 

in order to run “ads made by, on 
behalf of, or about a candidate for 
public office.”

Last year I published my first 
novel, “Mountain Folk." It’s a his-
torical fantasy set during the Rev-
olutionary War. To promote the 

book, I set up a Facebook page 
and occasionally spend a few dol-
lars boosting posts about its char-
acters, settings, and themes.

It was one of those boosted 
posts that Facebook rejected mul-
tiple times. The post consisted al-

most entirely of review excerpts. 
As best I can determine, this was 
the offending passage:

“Fairies, elves, dwarves, wa-
ter maidens, monsters, and more. 
Soldiers and heroes of the Amer-
ican Revolution. Founding Fa-

thers of our country like Washing-
ton and Jefferson. Cherokee and 
Shawnee women and warriors. A 
minister turned soldier and pol-
itician who is unembarrassed to 
quote Scripture. Throw all these 
ingredients into a stew pot of fic-
tion, turn up the burner, and you 
soon have bubbling on the stove 
John Hood’s Mountain Folk.”

See the problem? The review-
er described George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson as “Found-
ing Fathers of our country.” That 
could be construed as an implic-
it endorsement of candidates for 
public office — assuming Face-
book readers possess time ma-
chines, that is, or that some evil 
genius is reanimating the corpses 
of dead presidents to effect a zom-
bie takeover of the federal govern-
ment (which would, I admit, be 
something of an improvement).

The absurdity of my case 
merely serves to illustrate the 
greater absurdity of the pres-
ent moment. Upset by claims you 
consider baseless or ideas you 
consider objectionable? The prop-
er remedy is neither government 
restrictions on political speech 
nor heavy-handed policies by so-
cial-media platforms. Don’t hin-
der debate. Encourage it. “We are 
not afraid to follow truth wherev-
er it may lead,” Jefferson famously 
said, “nor to tolerate any error so 
long as reason is left free to com-
bat it.”

Official disclaimer: This is not 
an endorsement of Washington/
Jefferson ’24.

OPINION

DR. TERRY STOOPS 
CONTRIBUTOR

How parenthood, pandemic, and propaganda 
are destroying the teaching profession

23 percent of U.S. children under 18 live with only one parent. 

Today’s educators 
must tiptoe around 
the hair-trigger 
sensibilities of 
students who teeter 
on the edge of outrage, 
standing at the 
ready to arouse the 
mob by amplifying 
transgressions on 
social media. 

On becoming a political advertiser

“Mountain Folk” is a historical fantasy set during the Revolutionary War. To promote the book, I set up a Face-
book page and occasionally spend a few dollars boosting posts about its characters, settings, and themes.
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U.S. labor participation rate has yet to recoverDONALD BRYSON
CONTRIBUTOR

Don’t believe the left’s spin on inflation
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The Biden Administration 
and progressive thought 
leaders, such as Paul Krug-

man and even Rob Schofield, 
from N.C. Policy Watch, have been 
bending over backward at the be-
ginning of 2022 to defend the ad-
ministration's economic record 
and downplay the significance of 
skyrocketing inflation.

And it's no wonder — President 
Biden is receiving full blame for 
the state of the economy. Accord-
ing to a Jan. 25 Economist/You-
Gov poll, 51% of American citizens 
disapprove of Biden's handling of 
jobs and the economy. In the same 
survey, when asked if unemploy-
ment or inflation is the more im-
portant threat to the economy, 
46% answered inflation, compared 
to 10% with unemployment.

There lies our most significant 
economic challenge, not just in-
flation, but inflation with low con-
sumer confidence.

Inflation is the reduction in 
the value of money reflected in 
a general increase in the price of 
goods and services. It is a signifi-
cant problem for American fam-
ilies and the overall economy, as 
the federal Labor Department re-
ported that prices increased at an 
annual rate of 7% in December. 
That is the fastest inflation rate 
since Ronald Reagan's first term 
as president.

Why is inflation a problem? 
Well, Margaret Thatcher, speak-
ing about four years before she 

became British prime minister, 
said it very well in a 1975 speech. 
Speaking on inflation, Thatch-
er said, "It is threatening to de-
stroy not just the relative prosper-
ity to which most of us have be-
come accustomed, but the savings 
and plans of each person and fam-
ily and the working capital of each 
business and other organization."

In other words, if the price of 
goods and services far outpaces 
wage growth and savings interest, 
then the average American fami-
ly is poorer even though nothing 
in their life has changed. This in-
flation makes our nation and so-
ciety less prosperous and devalues 
the labor of the American family. 
The American Dream is becoming 
more distant for so many.

So why is inflation so high? 
There are two unequal pieces to 
this puzzle.

First, there is a global sup-
ply chain crisis. Labor shortag-
es caused by labor strikes and 
COVID-19, in addition to trade 
tariffs, have slowed the flow of 
goods across the world, leading to 
product scarcity, and thereby, price 
increases. By way of illustration, a 
November 2021 Civitas Poll found 
that 61% of North Carolina voters 
noticed a shortage of meat, dairy, 
and eggs in their grocery store in 
2021.

Second, with the backing of 
both sides of the aisle, the feder-
al government has injected more 
than $4 trillion in COVID-relief 
funds into the American economy. 

While this temporarily increased 
the buying power of some Amer-
ican consumers, the combination 
of a spike in demand while supply 
was already low led to a massive 
inflation spike. This spike is now 
causing American consumers to 
have less buying power.

Of course, all of this is happen-
ing as the national labor force par-
ticipation rate has not recovered 
to pre-COVID levels, and congres-
sional Democrats are seeking to 
throw another $3 trillion into the 
economy through Build Back Bet-
ter. It is no wonder American con-
sumer confidence is now at its sec-
ond-lowest point in the past de-
cade, only just above April 2020, 
when the COVID shutdowns be-
gan.

In other words, don't believe 
the spin from the left that the 
economy is OK and inflation isn't 
a big deal. It is a huge deal.

I quoted Thatcher earlier, from 
a 1975 speech titled "Inflation is 
Caused by Governments." Right 
now, America needs a Thatch-
er — rock-ribbed leader who un-
derstands the role of government 
and dedicated to fighting infla-
tion with economic stability. Un-
fortunately, the party currently in 
charge of Washington seems to ig-
nore the threat and spend their 
way through it.

Donald Bryson is president and 
chief strategy officer for the John 
Locke Foundation.

ON A RECENT road trip through 
Western North Carolina and 
north Georgia, I had occasion to 
stop at service stations, restau-
rants, hotels, and small business-
es. Each establishment had a sign 
on the door conveying the same 
message: help needed.

 Not help wanted. Help need-
ed.

 Although the worker short-
age appears to be most acute in 
service industries, many differ-
ent kinds of businesses find them-
selves short-staffed. They’re strug-
gling to serve their customers. 
And as demand pressures over-
whelm supply, prices are soaring.

 The problem began during 
the first few months of the 
COVID-19 crisis, but even gobs of 
(borrowed) federal money and the 
easing of pandemic restrictions 
have failed to rectify it. North 
Carolina’s labor-force participa-
tion rate was 59.3% in November. 
Two years ago, in November 2019, 
that rate was 61.5%.

That seemingly small differ-
ence translates into approximate-
ly 70,000 North Carolinians who 
under normal circumstances 

would be either employed or ac-
tively looking for work but are in-
stead on the sidelines. Their rea-
sons vary. Some are young, live 
with their parents, and lack moti-
vation. Some in their 50s and ear-
ly 60s lost jobs during the COVID 
lockdowns, despaired of finding 
comparable positions, and de-
cided to retire early. Others are 
still too busy taking care of fami-
ly members to seek employment 
or too afraid of the virus to risk 
re-entering a workplace.

In retrospect, it was a mistake 
to close down schools. The trans-
mission risk was low. The eco-
nomic and educational toll from 
closure was, alas, huge. And it was 
a mistake to expand and extend 
unemployment insurance benefits 
in ways that delayed re-entry into 
the work force. These effects are, 
however, increasingly visible only 
in the rear-view mirror. They can’t 
fully explain our current predica-
ment. Nor can wage rates. Some 
jobs that pay $15 an hour or more 
are going unfilled. 

Policymakers should find ways 
to remove the structural barriers 
that separate prospective work-
ers from productive employment. 
For example, some folks decided 
during COVID to leave jobs they 
felt were undercompensated and 
unfulfilling. They want to change 

careers, perhaps even start their 
own businesses. But our state’s ar-
chaic regime of occupational li-
censing stands in their way. 

Similarly, some North Carolin-
ians aren’t working right now be-
cause technological innovation 
has eliminated their jobs and cre-

ated a mismatch between what 
they know how to do and what to-
day’s employers need done. Al-
though community colleges, pri-
vate firms, and other providers 
may well be in a position to re-
train them quickly and inexpen-
sively, displaced workers often ar-

en’t aware of such opportunities. 
We need a robust effort by public 
and private institutions to fill that 
information gap.

Some policymakers think 
North Carolina and the country 
will have to get used to far low-
er work force participation. “We’re 
not going back to the same econ-
omy we had in February of 2020,” 
said Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell. “The post-pan-
demic labor market and econo-
my in general, and the maximum 
level of employment that’s con-
sistent with price stability, evolve 
over time.”

Perhaps. But if North Caroli-
na’s participation rate has been 
permanently reduced by more 
than 2 percentage points, eco-
nomic consequences will be se-
vere.

Worker shortage won’t end soon

A sign posted in a store window in Buncombe County advertising job 
openings with benefits.
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Although the worker 
shortage appears 
to be most acute in 
service industries, 
many different kinds 
of businesses find 
themselves short-
staffed.
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Popular ed school fads fail students 
who need help the most

The fight over Critical Race 
Theory grabs the headlines. 
But there’s a more funda-

mental problem plaguing public 
schools.

It’s one the American Schol-
ar magazine addresses in a re-
cent feature: “Why So Many Kids 
Struggle to Learn.”

Consider article writer Natalie 
Wexler’s opening anecdote. It fo-
cuses on Eric Kalenze, who stud-
ied for a master’s degree in educa-
tion in the 1990s.

Kalenze was “immersed in 
pedagogical theories that have 
prevailed at ed schools for a cen-
tury,” Wexler writes.

“Learning proceeds best, he 
was told, when focused on skills 
like critical thinking and tai-
lored to the interests of individ-
uals. Rather than assuming the 
role of a ‘sage on the stage,’ de-
positing facts into children’s pas-
sive brains, a teacher should be a 
‘guide on the side,’ enabling stu-
dents to learn primarily through 
inquiry and hands-on activities.”

Though dubious, Kalenze put 
these ideas into practice as a high 
school English teacher. In one 
particular lesson about F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s classic novel, “The 
Great Gatsby,” he avoided discuss-
ing the symbolism of the author’s 
description of a green light at the 
end of a dock.

“Instead, he had [students] 
spend two or three days looking 
up meanings of the word ‘green,’ 
finding magazine ads using that 
color, cutting them out, and mak-
ing collages,” Wexler writes.

It’s easy to spot a glaring prob-
lem with that approach.

Yet “Kalenze’s students loved 

him, and other teachers ob-
served his classes because they’d 
heard the buzz,” Wexler explains. 
“But after a few years, writing as-
signments and class discussion 
showed that his apparently en-
gaged students weren’t grasping 
Gatsby’s significance.”

To Kalenze’s credit, he recog-
nized the problem. He ditched the 
multiday collage assignments. In-
stead he started providing students 
historical background that placed 
Fitzgerald’s fiction in context.

Wexler, author of “The Knowl-
edge Gap: The Hidden Cause of 
America’s Broken Education Sys-
tem — And How to Fix It,” uses 
the Kalenze story to set up a larg-
er theme. 

She points to science that 
shows “acquiring factual informa-
tion isn’t a useless, soul-crushing 
experience; it’s the prerequisite for 
higher-order thinking.”

“Asking students who don’t 
know much about a topic to learn 
through inquiry or ‘discovery’ is 
inefficient at best,” Wexler argues. 
“Projects and hands-on activities 
often waste precious time. En-
gagement is crucial, but it’s quite 
possible for students to be high-
ly engaged without learning any-
thing important.”

One need not agree with all of 
Wexler’s arguments. But she iden-
tifies clear problems linked to 
the “guide on the side” approach. 
Among them: “[S]tudents tend to 
remember whatever their atten-
tion is focused on — which could 
just be cutting out ads with the 
color green.”

Policymakers in North Caro-
lina have focused much attention 
in the past decade on boosting 
reading skills. Of particular em-
phasis: grade-level reading ability 
for third-graders.

Yet the “standard instruction-
al approach” for students to learn 
how to decode words “conflicts 
with a mountain of scientific evi-
dence,” Wexler warns. The same is 
true for teaching reading compre-
hension.

“Many children, perhaps most, 
need systematic instruction in 
phonics and other foundation-
al reading skills to become flu-
ent decoders,” Wexler writes. “And 
yet, teacher-prep programs either 
encourage candidates to develop 
their own philosophy of teaching 
reading or endorse the now-stan-
dard ‘balanced literacy’ approach, 
which embraces phonics in the-
ory but retains a skepticism that 
has deep roots in the education 
world.”

Who suffers most when teach-
ers fail to provide students with 
proper foundational skills? It’s no 
surprise.

“[S]tudents who come from 
highly educated and usually af-
fluent families are more likely to 
thrive, since they generally have 
greater access to the academ-
ic knowledge or support missing 
at school,” Wexler writes. “Oth-
ers — who are disproportionately 
low-income and minority — are 
left to flounder.”

Learning few skills they need 
in early grades, “they also often 
arrive at upper grades without 
the background knowledge sud-
denly assumed by the curricu-
lum,” Wexler adds. 

“The problem is not that 
they can’t learn; it’s that no one 
has deemed it important to give 
them access to the knowledge for 
which they’re now being held ac-
countable.”

Despite the bad news, Wexler 
identifies bright spots. One has a 
tie to North Carolina.

Former middle school teach-
er Hilary Dack, now a professor 
at the University of North Caroli-
na at Charlotte, takes part in the 
national Learning by Scientific 
Design network. The group helps 
her fight standard ed school prac-
tices that fail students.

“The scientific evidence, and 
in-class activities she devised that 
brought the principles home, also 
helped students understand what 
Dack calls ‘the equity lens’ — the 
recognition that certain standard 
pedagogical approaches will in-
evitably leave some students be-
hind.”

Challenging decades-old 
teaching techniques is unlikely 
to generate as much attention as 
battling Critical Race Theory. But 
the issue deserves much more 
scrutiny in the years ahead. 

Mitch Kokai is senior political an-
alyst for the John Locke Founda-
tion. 

MITCH KOKAI
CONTRIBUTOR

Who suffers most when teachers fail to provide students with proper foundational skills? It’s no surprise.
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Patience is a virtue.
It’s an old proverb, 

which, as a child, I heard 
repeatedly in the weeks before 
Christmas.

This two-year pandemic has 
redefined the ideas of — if not the 
words themselves — tolerance, 
patience, and acceptance.

We hear these words almost 
daily in the context of COVID-19 
and the variant of the hour. As 
a society, we’ve mostly listened 
to them and heeded them. But 
we haven’t made their respective 
meanings cultural norms. 

We should at least give that a 
shot.

News people talk about dis-
ruptions to the supply chain, as 
if it’s a singular entity and not 
a web of intricate, moving, and 
evolving parts. These same peo-
ple talk about inflation as though 
its source is easily identifiable 
and should be immediately erad-
icated. They talk about tanking 
stock markets and soaring inter-
est rates, at the same time failing 
to expound on their meaning or 
to offer historical precedent.

People hear these so-called 
“news” stories and repeat them 
to others, which, in turn, leads to 
half-truths and gossip, sans con-
text or reliable sourcing. Hyper-
bole and exaggeration ensue, and 
any thread of virtuous patience 
gets left where the store keeps its 
overpriced cereal and cured meat 
sticks.

Relax. It will be OK, eventu-
ally.

COVID wreaked havoc on a 
world wholly unprepared to deal 
with a novel virus. Governments, 

at all levels, then spewed contra-
dictory edicts, overzealous regula-
tions, and nonsensical mandates. 
The fearmongering news media 
piled on, trying to scare us all to 
death and to fear our neighbors. 
A part of the population turned 
to a segment of social media posts 
espousing ridiculous conspiracy 
theories and goofy thoughts about 
killer vaccines.

Reason and pragmatism have 
remained, although those ide-
als were hopelessly caught some-
where between the competing 
noise.

We, as a risk-averse soci-
ety, have largely created these is-
sues. What did we think would 
happen? When we closed restau-
rants and bars, schools, factories, 
and ports. When we sent every-
one home to work, knowing that 
for many people — if not most — 
working from home was impossi-
ble. When we passed out govern-
ment checks like Tootsie Rolls on 
Halloween. Many of us knew that 
was a bad idea, but we also took 
the money, like we do the candy, 
knowing all the while that noth-
ing in life is truly free, and we’ll 
pay for it later. Somehow, some 
way.

Well, “later” is here now, the 
gooey glop stuck in our teeth.

The collective supply chains 
broke, disrupting the econo-
my and leading to inflation and 
uncertainty, which, by the way, 
the markets hate. People stuck 
in low-paying jobs and getting 
big government checks basical-
ly packed it in, staying home for 
good. As did people close to re-
tirement and mothers who 
couldn’t afford child care or chose 
to stay home with their kids.

This was all largely predict-
able, with a couple caveats. 

Hospitals remain strained as 

the omicron variant, though abat-
ing in the East, continues to in-
fect large numbers of mostly un-
vaccinated people throughout 
much of the country. Health care 
workers have indeed remained 
patient, even as hospital staffs 
shrink as overburdened workers 
quit in frustration — many lat-
er to be hired by staffing agen-
cies — and others call in sick with 
COVID, even though they aren’t 
contagious. Vaccine mandates 
for health care workers, a Biden 
administration move upheld by 
the U.S. Supreme Court, has also 
played a role in the worker short-
age.

One of the reasons for the 
original lockdowns and suppres-
sions was to prevent hospitals 

from becoming overwhelmed. 
Two years later, hospitals, accord-
ing to news reports, are, well, 
overwhelmed. Now, the Biden 
administration is sending out 
masks, the “good” ones that really 
do prevent transmission.

Wasted money and wast-
ed time, another government 
move akin to leaving open the 
barn door and freeing the horses, 
which have since settled on Co-
rolla and by now are raising fami-
lies, feasting all day on the grassy 
fields and running along the san-
dy beaches.

It’s too late for masks to mat-
ter and, unless your immunity is 
somehow compromised, getting 
a test and — should it be positive 
— hunkering down at home for 

a week or so makes, at this point, 
little sense.

Those news people, it seems, 
too, have pretty much given up. 
The COVID headlines and stories 
are fewer and less anxious. Health 
experts and politicians have final-
ly admitted — some two years in-
to all of this — the virus is here to 
stay, and we’ll have to learn to live 
with it.

The world is inherently a vola-
tile, frightening place. It’s fraught 
with problems, which are so 
much more so if we relent to hype 
and media fearmongering, from 
traditional and nontraditional 
sources.

Things will probably never be 
exactly fine. But they’ll be OK.

Writing in The Wall Street 
Journal, Daniel Halperin makes 
many of the same points made 
here. Tests are unreliable; masks, 
particularly cloth ones, do little 
to prevent spread; and symptoms 
from an omicron infection are rel-
atively mild.

“It’s past time to shift focus 
from trying to stamp out all new 
infections to protecting the most 
vulnerable from severe disease di-
rectly through vaccination and 
other evidence-based measures 
and alleviating hospital staffing 
shortages,” writes Halperin, an 
adjunct professor at the Gillings 
School of Global Public Health at 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill.

“Ending mask mandates, 
de-emphasizing isolation, and en-
couraging vaccination ought to be 
a compromise most of us can live 
with,” he writes.

I also, while growing up, re-
member the oft-repeated phrase, 
“This too shall pass,” a favorite of 
my mother’s.

If we show a little patience, it 
soon will. Maybe it already has.

OPINION

This, too, shall pass. Maybe it already has
JOHN TRUMP
MANAGING EDITOR 

JOHN TRUMP: “Reason and pragmatism have remained, although those 
ideals were hopelessly caught somewhere between the competing noise.”
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RECESSIONS ARE part of the 
economic cycle.  Each economic 
cycle contains a period of growth 
— called an expansion — and a pe-
riod of decline, which is labelled 
a recession. Since World War II 
there have been a dozen reces-
sions. The last recession occurred 
in 2020. It lasted only two months 
but was very deep.

Bad things happen during re-
cessions. Businesses go bankrupt, 
workers lose their jobs, the stock 
market declines, and the feder-
al government goes deeper in debt 
trying to help the country survive.   

One of the long-studied issues 
about recessions is what caus-
es them. The consensus answer is 
that recessions result from some 
excess that has developed in the 
economy. Indeed, recessions are 
the way those excesses are elimi-
nated.   

Consider the recession of 
2007-2009, the so-called “sub-
prime recession.” Affordable inter-
est rates and lenient lending stan-
dards motivated a boom in home 
construction and buying. Home 
prices surged, and investors be-
came convinced investing in 
homes was a “sure thing.” Unfor-
tunately for buyers, home prices 

eventually peaked, sparking a big 
sell-off as investors took profits. 
Those who bought at the peak in 
prices lost large amounts of mon-
ey, as did the financial institutions 
that backed them. The country 
came close to having a financial 
meltdown similar to the “Great 
Depression” of the 1930s.

The last recession in 2020, 
dubbed the “COVID recession,” 

had an unusual origin.  It occurred 
as a result of government man-
dates for some businesses to close 
and individuals to stay home in or-
der to curtail the spread of the vi-
rus.   Policymakers knew the econ-
omy would decline as a result, but 
the costs were deemed necessary 
to lower cases, hospitalizations, 
and deaths from COVID-19.

If there is a recession in 2022, 

there will also be a COVID link.  
Here’s why. With the econo-
my partially shut down in ear-
ly 2020, and with public institu-
tions such as hospitals facing ris-
ing numbers of patients, the fed-
eral government began provid-
ing an unprecedented amount of 
financial aid. Stimulus checks to 
households, enlarged unemploy-
ment compensation checks to laid-
off workers, special payments to 
households with children, expand-
ed Food Stamps, widened health 
care support, and special loans to 
businesses were provided in sev-
eral aid packages over 2020 and 
2021. These allocations totaled 
$5.5 trillion.

The financial assistance was 
so broad and generous that medi-
an household income rose and the 
poverty rate fell. Many households 
actually emerged from the worst of 
the virus in 2021 in better finan-
cial shape than prior to the virus.  
They were flush with cash and the 
desire to spend.  

But a problem was that the vi-
rus also curtailed the ability of 
producers to make products and 
deliver them to consumers.   

So, with robust spending but 
limited supply, the national infla-
tion rate — which had been run-
ning between 1% and 2% annually 
in the 21st century — began rising 
and ended 2021 at 7%.

Hence, 2022 began with infla-
tion as a top economic problem 

for the first time in 40 years. Al-
though improvements in the sup-
ply chain will ease inflation, most 
experts estimate it will be months 
before supply problems are com-
pleting fixed.

Therefore, the work of reduc-
ing the inflation rate will fall to the 
nation’s central bank, the Feder-
al Reserve.  

The Fed will have to unwind 
its “cheap money” policy followed 
during the pandemic, when it 
pushed interest rates to near ze-
ro and expanded the money sup-
ply by 85%. Interest rates will have 
to be raised and the money supply 
curtailed. 

In the best case, the Fed will be 
able to slow the economy enough 
to reduce the inflation rate, but 
not too much that economic 
growth drops, unemployment ris-
es, and a new recession occurs.

Forty years ago, the Fed faced a 
similar situation. It did reduce the 
inflation rate, but at the cost of a 
deep recession.  

Unfortunately, the “gas ped-
al” the Fed controls is not precise. 
The Fed never knows exactly how 
the economy will respond when 
it pushes down or lets up on the 
pedal. This is why a recession in 
late 2022 must be considered as a 
possibility.

Michael Walden is a Reynolds dis-
tinguished professor emeritus at 
North Carolina State University.

New construction in Knightdale is under way in an attempt to accommo-
date new residents moving to the area. 
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CONTRIBUTOR

Why the chance of a recession in 2022 just went up 
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Those who assert that pub-
lic financial support for pri-
vate schools is inconsistent 

with our nation’s educational his-
tory conveniently ignore our plu-
ralist roots. Yet, this false histori-
cal assertion is central to their op-
position to North Carolina’s Op-
portunity Scholarship Program for 
low-income children, which allows 
parents to send their children to a 
private school of their choosing.

Progressives tell us our public 
schools are the only institutions 
that can instill democratic values, 
build a nation, and help assim-
ilate millions of immigrants. It 
was true in the 1830s and 1840s, 
they say, and it is still true today.

Problem is, it wasn’t true in 
the 1830s and 1840s, and it isn’t 
true today.

In an amicus brief for an up-
coming case before the U.S. Su-
preme Court, Professor Ashley 
Berner of Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity speaks to this point. 

“From the nation’s founding 
until the end of the 19th centu-
ry, cities and towns throughout 
the United States levied taxes for 
a plurality of schools — Catholic, 
Protestant (in various forms), and 
nonsectarian — as demography 
dictated,” Berner writes.

The fact is, before the current 
system of uniform public schools, 
our nation had a system that re-
flected the diverse religious and 
cultural heritage of the American 
people. North Carolina even aid-
ed private academies to help edu-
cate a growing population.

So, what changed? What 
turned history on its head?

As Berner notes, public 
schools were the response to wor-
ries over massive immigration to 
the United States in the 1840s. 

The new public schools were 
uniform, embraced national iden-

tity, and repudiated sectarianism. 
Public schools were intended 

to destroy educational pluralism 
and diminish or end public fund-
ing or support of religious and 
other forms of private education 
that had flourished in the U.S. for 
decades.

In other words, public schools 
aimed to turn education into a 
one-size-fits-all proposition.

Progressives also enshrine the 
principle of neutrality and use it 
to oppose Opportunity Scholar-
ships. Is it possible, however, for 
any school to be truly neutral? 

What school doesn’t seek to 
instill certain values, ideas, and 
concepts over others? Today’s 
parent movement has revealed 
that schools and teachers have a 
point of view.

Education is an inherently 
normative process. We know that 
to be true. That truth spawned 
private and public schools, 
schools with different curricula, 
institutional distinctives, and in-
structional methods. 

This is not a bad thing. It’s 
simply reflective of the diversi-
ty of thought and of our cultural 
heritage.

In misreading history and ed-
ucational progress, progressives 
have come to the wrong conclu-
sion about choice in general and 
Opportunity Scholarships in par-
ticular.

As a John Locke Foundation 
Shaftesbury Society panel dis-
cussed in January, North Caroli-
na should be applauded for em-
powering parents to educate their 
children as they see fit through 
the Opportunity Scholarship Pro-
gram. 

In upholding the program’s 
constitutionality in 2015, the N.C. 
Supreme Court clearly did not 
view the dilemma as deciding for 
either public or private schools. 

The court held that the state 
constitution “does not prohibit 
the General Assembly from fund-
ing educational initiatives outside 

OPINION

Progressive 
case against 

vouchers 
ignores history 

DR. ROBERT LUEBKE
CONTRIBUTOR

of that system [of uniform public 
schools].”

Put simply, the state legisla-
ture can fund the public schools 
and encourage other private 
school options.

By funding Opportunity 
Scholarships, North Carolina em-
powers parents to decide how and 
where their child is educated. 

In doing so, the program gives 
children a chance of a better ed-
ucation and affirms our cultur-
al and religious heritage while de-
fending the fundamental values of 
freedom and liberty.

Progressives have every right 
to continue to make a case against 
the program. 

However, let’s be intellectual-

ly honest and agree it’s well past 
time to dispense with an argu-
ment that’s at odds with our his-
tory and the values we hold dear 
as a people.

Dr. Robert Luebke is senior fel-
low at the Center for Effective Ed-
ucation for the John Locke Foun-
dation.
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a recent Facebook live event. 
News of the diplomatic boy-

cott has been censured in Chi-
na, so the CCP is holding up the 
Olympic games as a sign that all is 
right in their world. 

“Their political agenda wins 
no support and is doomed to fail,” 
said Liu Pengyu, spokesperson for 
the Chinese Embassy in Wash-
ington, D.C., in a prepared state-
ment.

Where is the American lead-
ership and outrage? Even more 
importantly, where is evidence 
of the painful lesson that history 
taught us at the end of World War 
II? If China is allowed to go un-
answered, parading the massive 
investment of the International 
Olympic Committee in the 2022 
games before the world, while si-
multaneously there are reports of 
Uyghur detainees “systematical-
ly tortured, subjected to sexual vi-
olence, including rape, and cru-
el, inhuman, and degrading treat-
ment or punishment, deprived of 
their basic human needs,” then we 
did not learn from the Holocaust.

If the chance to move the 
games has passed, rather than 
sending no one from the U.S. gov-
ernment, the Biden administra-
tion could have sent a contingent 
of human rights officials to make 
a clear statement that democra-
cy, religious freedom, and human 
rights are pillars of American val-
ues and the civilized world. In-
stead, those seats will be filled 
with whomever China wants to be 
there. It is a missed opportunity. 

There are bills sitting be-
fore the U.S. House Ways and 
Means Committee on Capitol 
Hill that call to move the Olym-
pics, or even strip the IOC of its 
501c(4) tax exempt status. That 

bill is co-sponsored by Reps. Mike 
Waltz, R-Florida, and Jennifer 
Wexton, D-Virginia, who refer to 
the games as the 2022 Genocide 
Olympics.

“The IOC is complicit in pro-
moting the regime’s agenda to 
distract the world from their 
atrocities with the Olympic Fan-
fare,” said Waltz. “Adding insult 
to injury to the victims of the Uy-
ghur genocide, the IOC is clothing 
their officials for the games with 
uniforms sourced from forced-la-
bor concentration camps in Xin-
jiang, flaunting their indifference 
to the cries of the oppressed.”

As American athletes travel 
halfway across the world, the ex-
citement of representing their na-
tion is palpable, but so is the ten-
sion. Team USA has been ad-
vised to leave personal electron-
ics at home, to rent computers 
and bring “burner phones.” Ath-
letes have been told to assume the 
Chinese government is tracking 
all personal communications, and 
their belongings can be searched 

at any time without their consent.
The app that China is requir-

ing all athletes and attendees of 
the Beijing Olympics to down-
load, for what their government 
calls “remote health monitoring,” 
reportedly contains programming 
to collect user files and audio, ac-
cording to an analysis by a Cana-
dian technology lab. 

The fight for personal liberty is 
here. It is at our front door and on 
our televisions. As we watch our 
American Olympians realize their 
dreams, we also must recognize 
those who are suffering for their 
faith, just miles away from that 
stadium. We’ve seen the atrocities 
of World War II and wonder how 
the world could have missed the 
signs. Those signs are here again, 
this time in the People’s Republic 
of China. Let’s not turn our backs. 

For more on the 1936 Olym-
pics, check out “The Boys in the 
Boat: Nine Americans and Their 
Epic Quest for Gold in the 1936 
Berlin Olympics,” By Daniel 
James Brown.

OPINION

Voters in Virginia recently elected GOP businessman Glenn Youngkin 
over heavily favored, anti-school choice Democrat Terry McAuliffe. 
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It’s common nowadays to see 
nonprofit health care organi-
zations congratulated blithe-

ly for “caring” more for patients 
than their for-profit counter-
parts. Nonprofits are exempted 
from paying state and local taxes 
because they presumably spend 
that money on charitable ser-
vices.

But as Carolina Journal re-
ported in a recent news sto-
ry, “a majority of the state’s hos-
pitals are reaping the benefits 
of tax-exempt status but come 
up short in providing adequate 
charity care to earn that des-
ignation — and they’re getting 
away with it.” The revelation re-
flected the findings of a Johns 
Hopkins University study com-
missioned by the State Health 
Plan, which debunked nonprof-
its’ pious portrayal by the main-
stream media.

The state’s largest nonprofit 
hospital systems received more 
than $1.8 billion in annual tax 

breaks, but for most of them, 
the value of their charity care 
was less than 60% of their tax 
write-downs, the expert analysis 
found. That’s way off-kilter.

Furthermore, the same study 
found that for-profit hospitals 
spent more on charity care than 
nonprofits. This should bring 
down to earth the inflated repu-
tation of tax-exempt hospitals.

Our elected officials should 
examine carefully why those 
“nonprofits” get so much benefit 
for so little contribution to their 
communities, which is a rotten 
deal for the state’s taxpayers.

Meanwhile, we should com-
mend for-profit hospitals for liv-
ing up to the care standard we 
expect in the medical profession 
while contributing much more 
to their communities through 
local and state taxes that sup-
port public services.

J.L. Riddick III
Raleigh, N.C. 

sources like educational savings 
accounts and Opportunity Schol-
arships. 

It hasn’t always been that way. 
In 1996, when North Carolina’s 
first charter school enabling legis-
lation became law, it capped char-
ter schools at 100 statewide. Op-
portunity Scholarships and ES-
As didn’t exist. It remained that 
way until voters turned over con-
trol of the legislature to Republi-
cans in 2011. That change in lead-
ership ushered in a decade-long 
renaissance of K-12 policy reforms 
that expanded charter schools and 
provided resources for ESAs and 
vouchers. 

During this renaissance, Coo-
per and anti-choice special-inter-
est groups vigorously and dishon-
estly opposed choice. Every one 
of Cooper’s budgets has defund-
ed Opportunity Scholarships for 
low-income students, claiming 
they “are wrong. They hurt public 
schools. They hurt students.” 

COVID has shifted the Over-
ton Window even more toward 
educational choice. While teach-
ers unions worked to keep schools 
closed, parents were thrust into 
the role of teacher. They didn’t like 
what they saw with curriculum 
and had to grapple with their chil-
dren’s learning loss. 

When schools did reopen, 
school boards forced unnecessary 
mask mandates on small children 
and denigrated parents who crit-
icized virtual classes and COVID 
restrictions. Now, the policy push 
is “fund students, not systems,” 
meaning direct educational dollars 
to individual students rather than 
government-run school districts. 
Legislatures across the country, in-
cluding our own, are responding.

Last November, voters held 
candidates accountable. They 
flipped school boards across the 
country. Most surprising was the 
governor’s race in deep-blue Vir-
ginia. Voters there elected GOP 
businessman Glenn Youngkin over 
heavily favored, anti-school choice 
Democrat Terry McAuliffe. 

My guess is the Youngkin vic-
tory has Cooper concerned about 
2022. He isn’t running, but a lot 
of his Democrat colleagues are. 
If Virginia is an early indication, 

opposition to popular ideas in-
side the Overton Window will cost 
them. Democrats could lose con-
trol of the state Supreme Court, 
and Republicans could win a leg-
islative supermajority. Democrats 
will try to blame redistricting, but 
the fact is that they are too far re-
moved from the Overton Window. 

That may be why the other sig-
nature came shortly after Youn-
gkin’s victory. After vetoing ev-
ery budget in prior years, Cooper 
finally signed one passed by the 
GOP-controlled legislature. 

This year’s budget included 
historic tax reform and expanded 
educational choice with additional 
funding for Opportunity Scholar-
ships and ESAs. Two things Coo-
per vehemently opposes. Plus he 
was denied the Medicaid expan-
sion he desperately wants. He 
signed the budget bill anyway. 

Cooper’s two signatures are 
more political strategy than a 
road-to-Damascus conversion. 
He’s smart enough to know he’s 
well outside the Overton Window, 
but he’d like to have voters believe 
he’s not. The most important point 
is that North Carolina’s Overton 
Window is wide open to freedom. 
Candidates will have to embrace it 
if they want to win in November.

N.C. is open 
to freedom
continued from PAGE 2

Olympic 
repeat
continued from PAGE 2

Spectators giving the Nazi salute during the 1936 Olympics in Germany.
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N.C. study: For-profit hospitals 
are often more charitable

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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BY JOHN TRUMP

The N.C. Alcoholic Bever-
age Control system has a 
new commissioner. It gets 

continued reassurance from its 
boards and warehouse opera-
tor that they’ll get it right and, 
to that end, new-
ly created groups 
meant to help 
them do so.

Yet, in myri-
ad ways, it’s most-
ly still the old N.C. 
ABC system. Li-
quor held by lo-
cal boards — the 
source from mer-
chants and con-
sumers alike — 
remains in short 
supply, a problem 
more pronounced 
in the larger coun-
ties, such as For-
syth and Wake, and boards are still 
struggling to learn a new ordering 
system implemented this summer. 

Lawmakers have taken steps 
toward modernizing a system now 
pushing 90 years old, but issues 
inherent with a state-controlled 
monopoly and store managers in-
different to customers’ wants and 
needs persist.

Further, more efficient sys-
tems in Virginia, also state-con-
trolled, and South Carolina — 
which is private — push N.C. res-
idents across the border for ra-
re products and even easily found 
products such as Jack Daniel’s and 
Jameson.

“It comes down to the county 
manager doing his or her job,” says 
Jason Ruth, vice president of the 
N.C. Bar Owners Association.

In New Hanover County, he 
says, board managers have worked 
to get direct shipments from dis-
tillers, “and that’s what saved us.”

Some customers aren’t so for-
tunate

“It’s hit or miss across the 
state,” says Ruth, who owns a cou-
ple of successful neighborhood 
bars around Wilmington.

In the ABC store on Cary Park-
way, smack-dab in one of the more 
affluent areas in the state, shelves 
are bereft of most Scotch brands 

and any bourbon 
beyond that not 
highly marketed 
and recognizable.

No other 
state, even most 
of the 16 others 
under state con-
trol, Ruth says, is 
having a similar 
experience. “I can 
drive across the 
border in South 
Carolina and find 
anything I need.”

N.C. ABC says 
it’s committed 
to fixing ongo-

ing problems with supply and the 
state’s warehouses, operated by 
LB&B Associates. In March 2021, 
the ABC Commission voted unan-
imously to recommend the state 
award a new 10-year contract for 
warehouse services to LB&B, the 
target of an audit in 2018 that has, 
over previous years, cost the state 
about $13.5 million. The ABC con-
curred with the audit and prom-
ised to fix the myriad issues, in-
cluding a focus on accountability 
and efficient delivery.

The agreement, the ABC says, 
includes a requirement of near-
ly error-free and on-time deliv-
eries as well as increased deliv-
ery frequency to the state’s 171 lo-
cal ABC boards. LB&B has op-
erated the state warehouse sys-
tem since 2003. A new software 
system was implemented in ear-
ly July and, LB&B attorney Ben 
Thompson told lawmakers this 
fall, customers are still learning to 
use it. Some local ABC boards are 
reluctant to use the new system at 

all, continuing to use the older sys-
tem, which connects suppliers and 
customers with the warehouse.

In March, Gov. Roy Cooper ap-
pointed Hank Bauer chairman of 
the N.C. ABC Commission. Bau-
er replaced A.D. Zander Guy Jr., 
who abruptly resigned in Septem-
ber. Bauer, a news release says, is 
former general manager at Em-
pire Distributors, where he also 
served as the director of sales and 
on-premise director. He takes over 
during a turbulent time for the 
ABC, as the state warehouse strug-
gles to get liquor into state-run 
stores, now highlighted by empty 
shelves and out-of-stock signs.

The ABC says it’s addressing 
the problems, in myriad ways.

The ABC Board Advisory Com-
mittee, with ABC board mem-
bers from around the state, plans 
to meet quarterly to provide rec-
ommendations to the commission 
related to allocated products and 
other distribution-related issues.  

A separate entity, the Spiritu-

ous Liquor Advisory Council, was 
created by House Bill 890. The 
goal of the group, a news release 
says, is growing the spirituous li-
quor industry in the state, im-
proving the state’s rank as a spir-
itous-liquor-producing state, rais-
ing awareness of the industry and 
the quality of the products, devel-
oping a plan that identifies prob-
lems and constraints of the indus-
try, and offering advice and rec-
ommendations to the state com-
missioner of agriculture.

That board includes nine 
members, but, outside the distill-
ers, it’s short on people who actu-
ally buy spirituous liquor to sell to 
the public. The board’s members, 
a news release says, are:

	» Pete Barger, Southern Distill-
ing Co.

	» Brian Call, Call Family Dis-
tillers

	» Michael Yates, Republic Na-
tional Distributing Co.

	» Meredith McCormack, Beam 
Suntory of Wake Forest

	» Greg Stallings, ABC Commis-
sion

	» Walter Harris, chairman of 
the Chatham County ABC 
board in Pittsboro

	» Joel Keith of the Wake Coun-
ty ABC board

	» Jason Smith, N.C. Restaurant 
and Lodging Association

	» Robert Fleming, Fleming 
Brothers Farm

Ruth called the idea of creating 
a board without a plethora of per-
mit holders “absurd.”

“You can’t have a successful sit-
uation without having a permit 
holder on there,” says Ruth, who 
intimated the board itself will con-
tribute to an already bloated bu-
reaucracy.

Spokesman Jeff Strickland 
told Carolina Journal the ABC 
Commission asked that the lo-
cal ABC boards form the advisory 
committee — composed of board 
members — to enhance and 
streamline feedback the commis-
sion gets from local ABC boards. 
The ABC doesn’t want to tell the 
boards how to run the committee.

“It is the commission’s goal 
for this committee to be inde-
pendently organized by the ABC 
boards, with a focus on provid-
ing reports and recommendations 
to the commission about how 
to improve distribution or other 
board-related topics,” Strickland 
said.

“The initial advisory commit-
tee members were selected by 
their fellow ABC board represen-
tatives who were in attendance. 
To ensure statewide representa-
tion, the general managers split 
into four groups along geographic 
lines and selected representatives 
for those regions. It will be up to 
these individuals to coordinate 
the next meeting, determine the 
plan for filling out the committee 
membership structure, and make 
sure all 171 ABC boards have in-
put and are part of the process.”

N.C. ABC creates board to help address problems, but 
will it only add to an already bloated bureaucracy?

Several inches of snow covered much of the Triangle and eastern parts of the state, as a winter storm struck North Carolina over the weekend starting Jan. 21.
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A Virginia Alcohol and Beverage Control store employee places sale tags 
on merchandise. Virginia's more efficient system draws North Carolin-
ians across the border for rare products.

You can’t have 
a successful 
situation without 
having a permit 
holder on there.

- Jason Ruth, N.C. Bar 
Owners Association
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