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Primaries show voters

think /fr themselves

DONNA KING
EDITOR -IN-CHIEF

othing turns out vot-
ers like climbing infla-
tion and $5-a-gallon gas.

This year a 20% primary turn-
out represents the highest rate in
the last 30 years of N.C. primary
elections. The only higher turn-
out was 2002, the year after 9/11.

In a new twist, unaffiliated vot-
ers are now North Carolina’s sin-
gle largest voting population and,
in early voting, took a Republican
ballot nearly twice as often as a
Democrat ballot.

That should be encourag-
ing news for Republicans, but the
turnout also tells Democrats that
“vyoter suppression” is an increas-
ingly difficult case to make.

The 2022 primaries in North
Carolina also showed that extrem-
ism failed.

With a possible recession on
the horizon, candidates with plans
for big government spending and
far-left endorsements were sent
packing,.

That definitely was the case of
candidate Nida Allam in the NC-
04 Democrat primary. She lost
out to state Sen. Valerie Foushee,
D-Orange, who had significant
backing from the party's establish-
ment.

Not even the presence of a wild
card, celebrity Clay Aiken, made a
difference in derailing Foushee's
primary election win.

Similarly, Rep. Madison Caw-
thorn, R-11th District, with his
myriad scandals, lost to state Sen.

continued PAGE 19
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Senate Republicans back Medicaid expansion, with

health care access reforms

OPINIONS

Senate Watergate Committee hearing

That "70s Show

AMY 0. COOKE
PUBLISHER

ARE THE ’70S BACK? Hopeful-
ly not the fashion, but I'll take
the music. Tube socks with short
shorts are a bad look for most peo-
ple. Yet the world would be a bet-
ter place if we listened to a little
more “Saturday Night Fever” and
Yacht Rock.

Two things I had hoped we'd
never relive from that decade: the
politics and the economics. In-
creasingly, it’s looking more like
we haven’t learned the lessons of
history. Recent polls show 80%
of voters believe America is head-
ed in the wrong direction. Eco-
nomic insecurity and political po-
larization have infected the coun-
try and appear harder to cure than
COVID.

Watergate was a national em-

barrassment as well as a shocking
criminal enterprise. Solid investi-
gative journalism and federal offi-
cials who put the country ahead of
political power followed the mon-
ey and exposed the crimes. People
were held accountable. President
Richard Nixon resigned, and top
officials from his administration
went to prison, deservedly so. The
country could heal.

Today we have the Russia col-
lusion hoax. It’s worse than Wa-
tergate because of the damage do-
ne to institutions beyond the exec-
utive branch. Years of investigat-
ing and millions of taxpayer dol-
lars later, we finally find out what
many suspected: Hillary Clinton
ordered it.

According to testimony from
campaign manager Robby Mook,
candidate Clinton approved fabri-
cation of the Trump-Russia collu-

continued PAGE 19
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State Supreme Court takes up voter
ID, felons at the polls, school funding

BY MITCH KOKAI

orth Carolina’s highest
Ncourt is scheduled to is-

sue several rulings in the
months ahead with major impli-
cations for the state’s public pol-
icy. Upcoming decisions could
influence who can vote in the
November election and wheth-
er voters will be required to
show photo identification. The
court could determine whether a
judge can dip into the state trea-
sury to pay for education pro-
grams.

Some of these decisions could
become clear as early as June 17.
That’s the next day that the N.C.
Supreme Court is scheduled to is-
sue written opinions.

Voter ID

Supreme Court justices are
dealing with two separate cas-
es linked to voter ID. The court
heard oral arguments Feb. 14 in
N.C. NAACP v. Moore. That law-
suit challenges North Carolina’s
2018 constitutional amendment
mandating photo identification for
voters.

Though more
than 2 million
people (55% of
those casting
votes) approved a
voter ID require-
ment, opponents
argue that the is-
sue never should

Upcoming
decisions could
influence who

publican colleague to strike down
voter ID. Republicans outnum-
ber Democrats, 10-5, on the Ap-
peals Court. Democrats hold a 4-3
advantage on the Supreme Court.
Republican legislative leaders ac-
cused the Holmes plaintiffs of “fo-
rum shopping” Lawmakers say
the plaintiffs wanted to bypass the
Appeals Court only because they
expected to lose in that venue.

Felon voting

The state Supreme Court also
agreed to bypass final action from
the Appeals Court to deal with
Community Success Initiative v.
Moore. That suit aims to guaran-
tee that felons who have complet-
ed active prison time can vote in
N.C. elections.

A three-judge panel split, 2-1,
in ruling on March 28 that felons
should be able to vote. A Dem-
ocratic judge and an unaffiliat-
ed colleague outvoted a Republi-
can judge in making that decision.
The majority threw out a 1973
state law setting rules for felons to
have voting rights restored.

At the Appeals Court, a pan-
el of two Dem-
ocrats and one
Republican
split along party
lines. The Dem-
ocrats  agreed
that felon vot-
ing should not
be permitted for
May 17 and Ju-

have been placed can vote In ly 26 elections.
on the ballot. They the November But their rul-
w3 . election and g opend,the
should not have whether voters to participate
had the right to will be required in Novemb_er’s
fucstion before 10 show photo el
voters. The same identification. ing could lead
criticlf challenge The court could to 56,000 niw
another 2018 - voters who
state constitution- determlne_ are on parole,
al  amendment. whether a judge probation,  or

It lowered North

can dip into the

post-release su-

Carolina’s  exist- pervision.

ing cap on state state treasury to Critics  say

income tax rates pay for education the trial court

from 10% to 7%. ignored  clear
All seven state programs. guidance from

Supreme  Court the state Con-

justices will help stitution.  Arti-

decide the case’s

outcome. The

newest  justices

— both Republicans — had been
targeted for forced removal in
the constitutional amendments
case. But the high court decided
to leave decisions about recusal in
the hands of each individual jus-
tice. Carolina Journal document-
ed the political controversy sur-
rounding forced removal of jus-
tices at Extremelnjustice.com.

The court has yet to hear argu-
ments in the second voter ID case.
Holmes v. Moore involves a chal-
lenge to the voter ID law approved
in 2018, weeks after the constitu-
tional amendment referendum. A
split 2-1 trial court panel reject-
ed that law as unconstitutional in
September 2021.

Plaintiffs asked the state Su-
preme Court to bypass the N.C.
Court of Appeals to address the
voter ID law. The request helps
highlight the partisan makeup of
jurists who will decide the case.

In the original trial panel, two
Democratic judges overruled a Re-

cle VI, Section
2(8) says felons
cannot vote un-
less their citizenship rights have
been restored “in the manner pre-
scribed by law.” If the 1973 law is
unconstitutional, the critics argue,
felons cannot vote until a new law
passes constitutional muster.
The felon voting case has yet to
be scheduled for oral arguments.

Education funding

The state Supreme Court could
issue its third major ruling in a
long-running school funding dis-
pute. Officially titled Hoke Coun-
ty Board of Education v. State, the
case is better known by the short-
hand title Leandro. That was the
name of a plaintiff in the original
lawsuit dating back to 1994.

The latest dispute in the case
involves funding for a court-or-
dered comprehensive remedi-
al plan. The plan developed by
San Francisco-based consultants
would span multiple years and
cost at least $5.6 billion.

Supreme Court Justices Tamara Barringer and Phil Berger Jr. were targeted for forced removal in the voter ID
cases. But the Supreme Court decided to leave decisions about recusal in the hands of each individual justice.

A case called Community Success Initiative v. Moore aims to guarantee that felons who have completed activ

prison time can vote in N.C. elections.

On Now. 10, 2021, a judge who
signed off on the plan ordered of-
ficials to transfer $1.75 billion out
of the state treasury. That mon-
ey would head to two government
agencies and the University of
North Carolina system.

One official targeted by the
Nov. 10 order, State Controller
Linda Combs, urged the N.C. Ap-
peals Court to block the order.
Combs argued that a judge could
not force her to move state taxpay-
ers’ money without authorization
from the legislature.

The Appeals Court agreed with
Combs, but the state Supreme

Court stepped in once again. Be-
fore hearing arguments for and
against the forced money transfer,
justices sent the case back to the
trial judge.

The Supreme Court called for
a review of the impact of the state
budget, signed into law Nov. 18,
on the $1.75 billion order. On the
same day, Chief Justice Paul New-
by installed a new trial judge to
consider the issue.

That new judge whittled the
$1.75 billion order down to $785
million. He also removed the orig-
inal order’s most controversial
provision. He refused to call for

state executive branch officials
to transfer funds without legisla-
tive approval. Instead he declared
that the state owed money to the
two specified government agen-
cies and the UNC System. He said
nothing about enforcing his order.

At press time, the Supreme
Court had not announced how it
would proceed with the case. It’s
unclear whether justices will take
up the issue of a judge’s ability to
bypass state lawmakers to fund
government programs.

Head to CarolinaJournal.com
for regular updates on develop-
ments at the N.C. Supreme Court.

LIGHiFFIELD STUDIOS
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State legislature's short session in full swing

BY CJ STAFF

he N.C. General Assembly
I convened the 2022 short
session May 18 with fast-
track plans to “pre-negotiate” the
state budget and be out of Ra-
leigh by July 1. Still, important
issues are on the to-do list, like
health care access issues and pa-
rental involvement in education.

Lawmakers gaveled in the
short session just months after the
longest long session in state histo-
ry concluded in March. Both the
Senate and House would like the
short session to stay short, espe-
cially after the marathon long ses-
sion and for those campaigning for
the general election in November.

“Members, it’s good to see ev-
eryone back,” said House Speaker
Tim Moore, R-Cleveland. “It just
doesn’t feel like it has been that
long ago that we were here, still in
the long session. Now, we are fi-
nally in the short session. My hope
is as true as the word ‘long ses-
sion’ was, I hope this time that the
word will truly be a short session
as well”

The Senate followed a simi-
lar plan, gaveling in and out in less
than two minutes on opening day.

The Senate filed Senate Bill
762, the North Carolina Farm Act
of 2022, which includes perma-
nently removing hemp from the
controlled substances list. Sens.
Brent Jackson, R- Sampson, Nor-
man Sanderson, R-Pamlico, and
Mike Woodard, D-Durham, are
the primary sponsors.

Bills of note filed in the House
include House Bill 1005. Republi-
can Reps. Jamie Boles, Ted Davis,
Allen McNeill, and Carson Smith
are lead sponsors of the bill that
would lead to stiffer criminal pen-
alties, including prison sentences
of up to 15 years, for some cases of
organized retail theft.

House Bill 1014, sponsored by
Rep. Ashton Wheeler Clemmons,
D-Guilford, would
appropriate  $10
million from the
Opioid Abatement
Reserve to estab-
lish an institute at

be talking with the appropriations
chairs if you have a specific request
on things you want to work on.”

“Appropriations chairs” lead
the House and Senate budget-writ-
ing committees.

Despite its brevity, the short
session looks to be filled with im-
portant items on the agenda on
both sides of the aisle. It comes as
the recently released revised fore-
cast from state government econo-
mists indicated the state will have
an additional $6.2 billion in rev-
enue through the end of the next
budget year.

“State employment had re-
turned to pre-pandemic levels
by the summer of 2021 and, by
March 2022, already exceeded our
pre-pandemic forecast,” stated the
revised forecast from the General
Assembly’s Fiscal Research Divi-
sion and the governor’s state bud-
get office.

“Nevertheless, consumer de-
mand outpaced inflation, as con-
sumers continued to spend down
savings accumulated during the
pandemic.”

Inflation surged in March to its
highest level since January 1982, at
8.5%.

“We will continue Republi-
can-led policies that created a sta-
ble economic climate and bal-
anced state budgets in North Caro-
lina while avoiding efforts by state
Democrats to replicate the ill-ad-
vised approach of the Biden ad-
ministration,” said Senate lead-
er Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, in
an emailed statement to Caroli-
na Journal. “The Biden adminis-
tration’s disastrous economic pol-
icies have wrecked family budgets
and brought terms like ‘inflation,
‘stagflation, and ‘supply chain dis-
ruption’ into our daily conversa-
tions. Since Democrats have made
a recession more likely in the next
12 to 24 months, we will look to
ensure the state has the resourc-
es needed to weather an econom-

ic slowdown.”
Berger said
there would al-
so be discussions
about health care

-

The Senate filed Senate Bill 762, the North Carolina Farm Act of 2022, which includes permanently removing
hemp from the controlled substances list.
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Republicans are lead sponsors of the bill that would lead to stiffer criminal penalties for organized retail theft,

including prison sentences of up to 15 years for some offenses.
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access and pa-
rental involve-
ment in educa-
tion. He hopes
to conclude the
short session as
quickly as possi-

We will continue
Republican-led
policies that
created a stable
economic climate

UNC-Greensboro
that would prevent
and treat opioid
misuse.

Moore said the
House was sched-

uled to begin vot- and balanced ble, hopefully by
ing on bills the ; July 1.
week of May 23. state budgets in Democrats
He said House North Carolina in the legisla-
1eaders are work- while avoiding ture share some
ing to pre-nego- of those prior-
tiate the budget efforts bY state ities but have a
with the Senate Democrats to broader target
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administration
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House Bill 1014 would appropriate $10 million from the Opioid Abatement Reserve to establish an institute at

ing with a confer-
ence report and
getting it resolved.
Usually, the legis-
lature begins with
a House budget
and a Senate bud-
get and brings everything together.
Then, they end with a conference
report, which represents a joint
House-Senate compromise.

“If we can try to get those issues
identified now and deal with that,
that is the intention of the chair,”
he said. “We certainly have been
here enough last year and into
this year that I think we can make
it a little more of an efficient pro-
cess. We'll be asking members to

- Sen. Phil Berger,
R-Rockingham

to continue the
work to expand
opportunities for
all North Car-

olinians,” said
Rep. Robert
Reives, D-Cha-

tham, in an emailed statement to
Carolina Journal. “We want to tru-
ly expand broadband access both
by investing in infrastructure and
in digital literacy efforts to help all
North Carolinians and small busi-
nesses benefit. We want to contin-
ue to try to save rural health care
by helping hospitals stay open, in-
creasing the number of health care
professionals in these areas, lower-
ing health care costs, and creating

UNC-Greenshoro that would prevent and treat opioid misuse.

more accessibility for all.”

Reives also said that Democrats
would like to fully fund the public
educational systems in the state for
residents to take advantage of the
many job opportunities.

Jordan Roberts, director of
government affairs at the John
Locke Foundation, said he expects
education and health care to be
the dominant policy issues that are
discussed during the short session.
"Concerning education, the bud-
get surpluses could provide some
room for additional pay increas-
es for teachers and other state em-

ployees and what was in the bien-
nial budget agreement last year,’
he said. “Furthermore, legislators
will likely look at legislation that
increases parents' involvement in
their child's education as concerns
about the public education system
grow.”

Roberts said lawmakers agreed
to hold a joint legislative commit-
tee to look at health care access
and Medicaid expansion as part of
a budget agreement with Gov. Roy
Cooper, a Democrat. The commit-
tee heard numerous presentations
over the course of six meetings that

looked at Medicaid expansion in
other states, certificate-of-need re-
form, telehealth reform, and full
practice authority for nurses. “It
remains to be seen what lawmak-
ers will do in the health care space,
but given the committee's work
over the last several months, law-
makers will likely advance some
legislation to address access issues
across the state,” Roberts said.

Roberts added that sports wa-
gering and medical marijuana are
some of the issues that will likely
come up for discussion during the
short session.
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Three members
of the General
Assembly
advanced to
congressional
races

BY DONNA KING

II 170 seats in the N.C.
A%}eneral Assembly are up

or re-election this fall,
and some legislative leaders be-
lieve a return to Republican-led
veto-proof supermajorities may
be at least a possibility. Already
some closely watched races show
that November will shape N.C.
policy for years to come. Overall,
seven incumbent legislators —
five Republicans and two Dem-
ocrats — lost their primary for
re-election. Four Republicans
were “double-bunked” with par-
ty colleagues, meaning their dis-
trict in the new maps overlapped
with another incumbent of the
same party.

Turnout was historically high
for a primary. At 20%, the only
higher-turnout primary in more
than 30 years was the one just af-
ter 9/11. In 2002, 21% of North
Carolinians voted. This time, how-
ever, the growth in unaffiliated
voters is a wild card. There are now
more registered unaffiliated vot-
ers in North Carolina than either
Democrats or Republicans. They
have the option to vote in either
party’s primary. In the May con-
test, almost twice as many unaffili-
ated voters took a Republican bal-
lot than took a Democrat ballot. It
could signify that they plan to vote
Republican in the fall, or they may
have just wanted to influence who
their Democrat candidate opposes.

For now, state legislative Dem-
ocrats say they anticipate hold-
ing the line in November and win-
ning back a few seats. Republicans,
on the other hand, see a chance to
regain a veto-proof supermajority
and stop the flood of vetoes com-
ing from the governor’s mansion.
Republicans have a majority with
69-51 in the House and 28-22 in
the Senate and would need to gain
three seats in the House and two
in the Senate to make this dream
a reality.

Gov. Roy Cooper has vetoed
more bills than all other N.C. gov-
ernors combined, with 71 vetoes
since taking office in 2017. For-
ty-three have been sustained since
the GOP lost supermajorities in
2018 because legislative Demo-
crats have remained in lockstep
behind the governor. Several Dem-
ocrats have been absent during key
override votes to avoid crossing the
aisle and bucking Cooper.

Cooper eliminates
Democrat deViere

Sen. Kirk deViere, D-Cumber-

land, learned that lesson the hard
way; he lost a high-profile prima-
ry for the seat he’s had since 2018.
Cooper targeted deViere after the
senator crossed the aisle and vot-
ed with Republicans on some is-
sues, including the legislative vote
to re-open schools during COVID
shutdowns, which Cooper op-
posed. DeViere also worked with
Republicans to negotiate the state
budget. As a result, Cooper threw
his weight behind deViere’s op-
ponent in the Democrat prima-
ry, Val Applewhite, a former Fay-
etteville City Council member.
Cooper even appeared in a TV
ad supporting her. She won 56%
of the primary vote, compared to
deViere’s 36%.

“I need legislators who will
help me expand Medicaid, pay
teachers more, and give everyone
an opportunity,” Cooper posted
on Twitter, to explain turning on
deViere.

In the November general elec-
tion, Applewhite will face former
Sen. Wesley Meredith, who won
his primary with 72% of the vote.
DeViere defeated then-incumbent
Meredith in 2018 to win the seat.

On election night, deViere re-
flected on the campaign season
and said that politics lately “are
about winners and losers; but
when that happens, what gets lost
are ideas and values.”

Sen. Ernestine Bazemore,
D-Bertie, also lost her primary in
N.C. Senate District 3 to Valerie
Jordan of Warren County.

Double-bunking claims
incumbents

Double-bunking also took out
a few leadership members of the
General Assembly. Sen. Dean-
na Ballard, R-Watauga, lost her
primary to Sen. Ralph Hise,
R-Mitchell, in District 47. Hise
and Ballard came within one per-
centage point, 50.6% to 49.3%, or
about 400 votes. Ballard is chair
of the Senate Education Commit-
tee and played a pivotal role in
getting schools reopened during
the pandemic shutdowns. Hise
now runs unopposed in Novem-
ber.

Sen. Norm Sanderson, R-Pam-
lico, will also run unopposed in
November after defeating fellow
incumbent, Sen. Bob Steinburg,
R-Chowan. Senate Republicans
have a total of 14 caucus members
running unopposed in November,
including the Senate Rules Com-
mittee chairman Sen. Bill Rabon,
R-Brunswick, and Senate Pres-
ident Pro Tempore Phil Berg-
er, R-Rockingham. Senate Dem-
ocrats have one member running
unopposed in November, Sen.
Mujtaba Mohammed, D-Meck-
lenburg.

On the House side, long-time
Rep. Jamie Boles, R-Moore, al-
so lost his primary to Rep. Ben
Moss, R-Richmond; and Rep.
Jake Johnson, R-Polk, defeat-
ed Rep. David Rogers, R-Ruth-
erford. Moss will run unopposed
in November, along with the
House Majority Leader John Bell,

ELECTION 2022 5

Legislative Republicans eye
veto-proof majority in November

More than 40 Republicans are running unopposed, 25 Democrats
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All 170 seats in the N.C. G

eneral Assembly are up for re-election this fall, and some legislative leaders believe a

return to the Republican-led veto-proof majority may be at least a possibility.

Double-bunking took out a few leadership members of the N.C. General Assembly. Sen. Deanna Ballard,
R-Watauga, lost her primary to Sen. Ralph Hise, R-Mitchell, in District 47.

R-Wayne, and 27 other Republi-
can members. House Democrats
have six members running unop-
posed in the general election.

State lawmakers
advance to
congressional races

Three legislative members are
advancing to the congressional
general election in November, as
Sen. Chuck Edwards, R-Hender-
son, beat Trump-endorsed Con-

gressman  Madison Cawthorn
in the NC-11 Republican prima-
ry. N.C. Rep. Tim Moffitt, R-Hen-
derson, will run for Edwards’ state
Senate seat in November.

N.C. Sen. Wiley Nickel,
D-Wake, won the NC-13 Demo-
cratic primary, where he will face
Republican Trump-endorsed can-
didate Bo Hines. Current N.C. Rep.
Gale Adcock, D-Wake, is running
for Nickel’s Senate seat. Sen. Val-
erie Foushee, D-Orange, beat Nida
Allam to run in the NC-04 race for
Congress, and current state Rep.

Graig Meyer, D-Orange, is run-
ning to fill Foushee’s state Senate
seat.

Some well-known N.C. law-
makers are returning to the bal-
lot this November after the pri-
mary. Sen. Toby Fitch, D-Wilson,
will face former Sen. Buck New-
ton, R-Wilson, to represent Dis-
trict 4, while incumbent Rep. Di-
ane Wheatley, R-Cumberland, will
be challenged by former state Rep.
Elmer Floyd, D-Cumberland.

North Carolina’s general elec-
tion will be held Nov. 8.

CJ PHOTO BY MAYA REAGAN
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Ted Budd addresses the crowd at a "Save America" rally in Johnston County.

N.C. congressional primaries see
high GOP turnout, big spending

BY DAVID LARSON

here were many big head-
Tlines from the May 17 con-

gressional primaries in
North Carolina. Among them
were big outside spending, a few
contentious races that narrowly
evaded a runoff, and an unusual-
ly high percentage of unaffiliated
voters deciding to take GOP bal-
lots in early voting.

To take the last item first, de-
spite 68% of early voters taking a
Democrat ballot in 2020 — and
despite early voting generally fa-
voring Democrats — Republicans
achieved a nearly 50-50 split with
Democrats on ballots statewide.
This was largely due to a surge in
unaffiliated voters choosing to take
Republican ballots. By the end of
early voting, 62% of unaffiliated
voters had picked a GOP over a
Democrat ballot.

While this is not proof that Re-
publicans can count on these vot-
ers to remain with the party in the
general election, it at least shows
unaffiliated voters were motivat-
ed to cast their ballots for Repub-
licans. The U.S. Senate race pitting
Trump-backed U.S. Rep. Ted Budd
against former Gov. Pat McCro-
ry and others, which Budd hand-
ily won, likely caused some of the
imbalance. This is due to the fact
that the Democratic Senate pri-
mary, which former N.C. Supreme
Court Chief Justice Cheri Beasley
won with 81% of the vote, was not
nearly as competitive.

“For the first time ever, we have
more unaffiliated voters regis-
tered in the state of North Carolina
[than Democrats or Republicans],”
Brad Crone, a Raleigh-based polit-
ical consultant, said during Caro-
lina Journal's live primary cover-
age. “There are 2,532,000 inde-

pendents, 2,198,000 Republicans,
and 2,493,000 Democrats. There’s
a shift taking place with the voters.
Will we see that shift take place at
the ballot box?”

Panelists also considered that
part of the motivation for the
high Republican voting numbers
among unaffiliateds could be be-
cause of some controversial figures
in the congressional Republican
primaries, mean-
ing they could
have been vot-
ing against rath-
er than for a par-
ticular candidate.

One of those
controversial fig-
ures was west-

For the first time
ever, we have
more unaffiliated

cast himself as the only candidate
with a real shot of defeating Caw-
thorn in a crowded field of chal-
lengers. His list of prominent en-
dorsements — including U.S. Sen.
Thom Tillis, N.C. House Speaker
Tim Moore, and N.C. Senate leader
Phil Berger — bolstered that view.
Another 26-year-old
Trump-endorsed candidate, Bo
Hines, narrowly won in a crowd-
ed field in NC-
13, the state’s
most  competi-
tive district for
the general elec-
tion. Hines was
criticized by oth-
er candidates for
his age, lack of

ern N.C. fresh- . experience, and
man Rep. Mad- voters registered short  relation-
ison Cawthorn. in the state of ship with the dis-
The 26-year-old . trict, but in the
Henderson na- North Carolina end, he was able
tive suffered a [than Democrats to earn 32% of

dramatic loss in
support from lo-

or Republicans].

the vote, enough
to avoid a run-

cal voters after a ... There's a shift off and secure the
number of scan- taking place with GOP  nomina-
dals, including h tion. Local busi-
making allusions the voters. nessman DeVan
to drug use and Barbour came in
orgies by other .~ Brad Crone, second with 23%
members of Con- political consultant and attorney Kel-
gress, bringing a ly Daughtry came
loaded gun to an in third with 17%.

airport  check-

point, driving in-

fractions, calling the president of
Ukraine a “thug,” and questionable
videos of him and friends.

State Sen. Chuck Edwards
was able to capitalize on Caw-
thorn’s slipping approval, defeat-
ing his Hendersonville neigh-
bor 33.4% to 31.9% (a 1.5% victo-
ry), clearing the 30% threshold to
avoid a runoff and the 1% margin
for a recount. Edwards was able to

Hines will face

off with Demo-
cratic state Sen. Wiley Nickel in
November.

Sandy Smith, who cast her-
self as the MAGA candidate while
not being officially endorsed by the
former president, also won nar-
rowly over Rocky Mount Mayor
Sandy Roberson in NC-1, likely the
second-most competitive district
after NC-13. Just like in NC-13, a
crowded field and the 30% run-

off rule came into play, with Smith
winning over Roberson, 31% to
27%.

Mitch Kokai, senior political
analyst for the John Locke Foun-
dation, spoke with CBS-17 on the
2017 change from a 40% threshold
to a 30% threshold, saying, “The
legislature at the time thought,
‘80% is enough. You don’t need to
go through the expense and trou-
ble of having a second election just
because somebody didn’t make
the 40%.”

But as Kokai pointed out,
in this primary alone, this rule
change led to five congressio-
nal primary winners narrowly es-
caping from often very-crowded
fields.

Looking at the other con-
gressional races, Republican vic-
tors included newcomers Chris-
tine Villaverde in NC-2, Courtney
Geels in NC-4, Christian Castelli
in NC-6, Tyler Lee in NC-12, and
Pat Harrigan in NC-14, and in-
cumbents Greg Murphy in NC-3,
Virginia Foxx in NC-5, David Rou-
zer in NC-7, Dan Bishop in NC-
8, Richard Hudson in NC-9, and
Patrick McHenry in NC-10.

Among Democrats, the most
notable race was likely the Trian-
gle-area NC-4 victory of state Sen.
Valerie Foushee, an African Amer-
ican who has served Orange Coun-
ty in elected office for years, over
Durham County Commissioner
Nida Allam, a controversial candi-
date endorsed by members of the
far-left “Squad,” as well as by so-
cialist U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders of
Vermont and U.S. Sen. Elizabeth
Warren of Massachusetts.

In NC-1, the victory of state
Sen. Don Davis over former state
Sen. Erica Davis was also note-
worthy. Davis has long been con-
sidered among the most conser-

vative Democrats in the state Sen-
ate, and he will now face off with
Smith for the competitive rural
northeastern N.C. seat.

In the other races, Democrat
victors included newcomers Bar-
bara Gaskins in NC-3, Kyle Par-
rish in NC-5, state Rep. Charles
Graham in NC-7, Scott Huffman
in NC-8, state Sen. Ben Clark in
NC-9, Pam Genant in NC-10, Jas-
mine Beach-Ferrara in NC-11, and
state Sen. Jeff Jackson in NC-14,
and incumbents Deborah Ross in
NC-2, Kathy Manning in NC-6,
and Alma Adams in NC-12.

The last big story of the night
was the large amount of out-of-
state money that poured into these
North Carolina congressional pri-
maries. Both parties had exam-
ples, with Hines in NC-13 win-
ning his GOP primary and Dem-
ocrat Foushee in NC-4 winning
hers after major spending by out-
side groups on behalf of their can-
didacies.

Hines benefited from $2 mil-
lion of spending from outside the
state, according to WRAL, in-
cluding $1.5 million by Club for
Growth Action.

That group also spent $12 mil-
lion to lift Budd past McCrory in
the Republican primary for U.S.
Senate. Both Hines and Budd
were also endorsed by former
President Donald Trump.

On the Democratic side,
Foushee benefited from even more
outside spending than Hines,
with $2.8 million spent in sup-
port of her candidacy. Much of
that spending was from a pro-Is-
rael PAC called the American Isra-
el Public Affairs Committee.

With many progressives crit-
ical of Israel and of “dark money”
spending, the money became con-
troversial in the campaign.

CJ PHOTO BY TIM ROBBINS
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Single statewide health plan for foster
children aims to end chaotic status quo

Average foster
child in North
Carolina has
been in seven
difterent living
environments

BY DAVID LARSON

( jurrently, members of both
major parties and both
chambers at the Gener-

al Assembly seem in agreement
that the status quo on health care
for N.C. foster children is unac-
ceptable. The children are moved
frequently, and when they arrive
at their new placement, they are
frequently dropped from their
health providers and have to
start over.

Now it seems there is momen-
tum to finally get something done
to fix the issue. Members of both
parties told Carolina Journal that
there will likely be legislation on
it during this 2022 short session.
The plan appears to be to create
one statewide health plan for chil-
dren in foster care.

“I think this is very biparti-
san,” Sen. Jim Burgin, R-Harnett,
a chairman of both the Senate
Health Committee and the Senate
Health Appropriations Commit-
tee, told Carolina Journal. “There
should be no politics at all in this.
We've just got to do our best for
the kids that will one day be mak-
ing the decisions.”

Burgin said that at the mo-
ment, foster children are too fre-
quently being transferred from
one location to another. He said
that not only is this traumatic for
them, but their medical care is
then thrown into chaos each time.
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The average foster child in North Carolina has been in seven different living environments, like homes or facili-

ties, and is on six prescriptions.

“Listen to these numbers: The
average foster child in North Car-
olina has been in seven different
living environments, like homes
or facilities, and is on six prescrip-
tions,” Burgin said. “That’s a reci-
pe for disaster to me.”

Sen. Sydney Batch, D-Wake,
works in child-welfare law in ad-
dition to being involved in legisla-
tive discussions on the issue, giv-
ing her more than one angle on
the chaos in health care for foster
children.

“One of the kids on my case-
load has moved five times,” Batch
told Carolina Journal in a phone
interview. “And if you move from
one LME-MCO [a local manage-
ment entity or managed care or-
ganization that oversees an in-
dividual’s government-funded
health care] catchment area to
another, services dont get con-

tinued. So you have to switch over
and start [new] providers. So this
kid has had four therapists and
five placements in the matter of
two-and-a-half or three years.”

Batch said this is a problem
because there is often a time gap
before they are able to find new
providers, get the providers up to
speed, and start up services again.
Often, by the time this whole pro-
cess is complete, the child’s new
foster placement may have fallen
through, and they need to move
again, creating a longer gap in
their health services.

Batch said this is especial-
ly a problem with foster kids with
higher needs, because there may
not be the specific services they
need in one area. This means they
will often be moved from one spe-
cialized group home or therapeu-
tic environment to another, and

these will not likely be within the
same LME-MCO catchment ar-
ea. These highly troubled children,
after being repeatedly moved and
not having psychiatric services for
weeks on end, often have difficulty
adjusting to the new placements,
so they are then moved again.

“And the cycle continues and
continues,” Batch said. “And every
additional move for a child is an
additional trauma.”

In 2017, members of both par-
ties and many in the child services
and health care fields realized the
system was failing, and the N.C.
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services began to develop
solutions. Batch said changes were
delayed due to the Medicaid-re-
form transition in North Caroli-
na and then because of the COVID
pandemic. But this past year, DH-
HS released a “white paper” on

the topic, and there is a biparti-
san group in the state House and
Senate motivated to move quickly
on the issue, possibly even in the
short session.

“So what we’re working on is I
want to get it where we do a fan-
tastic assessment of a child, we
put them where they need to be,
and they stay there,” Burgin said.
“We're looking at a statewide sys-
tem and there’s going to be some
requests-for-proposal put out lat-
er this year. The LME-MCOs and
the different health plans will be
able to submit a proposal to take
over foster care and run a state-
wide program.”

Batch said many of the LME-
MCOs and other entities that are
interested in bidding to be that
sole statewide provider are con-
cerned that they will not have
enough time to get their RFPs to-
gether. For this reason, she said
there is talk of passing a bill autho-
rizing the new foster-care health
system during the 2022 short ses-
sion, but including a one-year de-
lay to allow more bids.

“There is probably going to be
a bill, not by me, probably on the
House side, to just delay the RFP
process,” Batch said.

She just hopes that the delay
doesn’t lead to an extension of the
current system. Batch said, in ad-
dition to the LME-MCOs, insur-
ance companies like Blue Cross
Blue Shield are also likely to make
bids.

“There needs to be enacting
legislation in order to have a state-
wide foster-care plan,” Batch said.
“So if nothing happens, then the
LME-MCOs will continue to pro-
vide the services and we’ll contin-
ue to have mental health services
provided in all these different ar-
eas.”

Burgin said there are currently
41,000 children under 18 that are
connected to the foster-care sys-
tem, with 11,000 active at the mo-
ment in a placement.

“We've got to do better for
these kids,” Burgin said.

Inflation situation: How will the country’s
No. 1 problem affect midterm elections?

BY BRAYDEN MARSH

he state of inflation in
I North Carolina and the
United States at large has
been a topic of widespread dis-
cussion in 2022. Rising gas pric-
es and inflated grocery bills are
hitting close to home, and deci-
sions by President Biden — like
canceling oil leases on the coast
of Alaska and pushing for in-
creased public spending — leave
the public with no answer as to
when rising prices will end. The
record price of gasoline is of par-
ticular concern.

“I wouldn’t be surprised to see
diesel being rationed on the East
Coast this summer,” John Catsi-
matidis, CEO of United Refining
Co, said in a phone interview with
Bloomberg on May 11. “Right now

inventories are low, and we may
see a shortage in coming months.”

The April Civitas Poll showed
that inflation was the top issue
people were concerned with in
the upcoming November elec-
tions, with 18% of the responses.
The third-highest issue was jobs
and economy, with 10% choosing
this option. Around 66% of those
polled believe the economy is get-
ting worse, and 54% believe the
Biden administration has caused
the economic decline. The con-
cern expressed in the poll fore-
shadows how candidates' plans on
inflation could be a deciding fac-
tor in the upcoming November
elections.

The rise in gas prices has
caused more issues than just trav-
el expenses. The increased price
to refine a barrel of crude oil has

BY THE NUMBERS

66%

Percentage of North Carolinians
who believe the economy is getting
worse.

led to a decrease in the amount
of truckers along the East Coast.
This in turn has led to sup-
ply-chain disruptions because
trucking companies are respon-
sible for transporting 70% of the
country's goods.

“A lot of these trucks you see
now are not going to be here any-
more,” said Omar Edwards, N.C.
truck driver and business owner,
when asked by WJZY what affect
inflation has had on his business.
“A lot of these trucks are a small

company like myself that just can’t
afford to pay these high prices.”

During Carolina Journal’s pri-
mary elections broadcast, Andrew
Taylor, political analyst and pro-
fessor of political science at North
Carolina State University, ad-
dressed the issue, saying, “It’s not
easy to know who that [inflation]
benefits in primaries. Presum-
ably, it's going to be a real issue
for Democrats come the fall with
having the trifecta [control of the
White House and both congressio-
nal chambers] in Washington, and
obviously people looking to hold
President Biden accountable.”

“It’s something the younger
voters don’t remember,” said Tay-
lor during a phone interview on
May 24. “It’s not something that is
going to go away quickly, so were
going to have it around for the

elections. It’s going to provide a
backdrop. I think the administra-
tion always gets blamed for these
kinds of problems. When peo-
ple are feeling downbeat on their
circumstances, they tend to sour
on the administration. As we've
seen time and time again in mid-
term elections, it translates into
them voting for congressional can-
didates of the other party. And I
don’t see that being any different
this time.”

Along with inflation being
the highest since the early 1980s,
Biden’s approval rating is at 39%,
the lowest rate of his presiden-
cy. With 62% of unaffiliated vot-
ers choosing Republican ballots
during early voting this year) ana-
lysts think the norm of midterms
going against the party controlling
Washington might continue.



THE CAROLINA JOURNAL | JUNE/JULY 2022

8 EDUCATION

Bill of rights proposed to protec
students, empower families

BY DAVID BASS

he COVID-19 pandem-
I ic was a watershed mo-
ment for the parent-rights
movement in K-12 education.
Scores of parents rebelled over
public school closures, mask
mandates, radical curriculum
choices, controversial sexual the-
ories in classrooms, and school
board meetings closed to in-per-
son attendance.

Now a push is under way in
North Carolina to strengthen pa-
rental rights in education through
state statutes.

A new Parents’ Bill of Rights
proposed by the John Locke Foun-
dation would safeguard the right
of parents to direct their children’s
education and protect their safety
in the classroom.

The docucent is a framework
for legislation that would codify
parental rights’ in state statutes. It
lands as a sizable majority of North
Carolinians report dissatisfaction
with schools — 66% of likely vot-
ers say K-12 public education is
headed in the wrong direction.

“Many parents feel increasingly
powerless over what their children
are being exposed to in the class-
room,” said Terry Stoops, director
of the Center for Effective Educa-
tion at the John Locke Foundation.
“These feelings have been exacer-
bated by an increasingly radical-
ized curriculum and pandemic-era
policies. Parents must be empow-
ered to make educational deci-
sions for their children and should
be able to expect full transparency
from schools, teachers, and admin-
istrative staff.”

The bill of rights stipulates that
every parent has a right to:

Direct their childs physical,
mental, and emotional health.

Direct how and where their
child is educated.

Transparency when dealing
with their child’s teachers and
school.

A classroom and school envi-
ronment that is safe and nurtures
their child’s well-being.

Be actively engaged in their
child’s education.

Families demonstrated Feb. 15 at he Unmask the Kids rally outside a meeting of the Wake County school board, calling for the board to schedule a

meeting to discuss making masks optional for Wake County public school students.

Resources and accountability
of school districts, administrators,
and teachers.

“Parents are frustrated by what
they see and don’t see going on in
the classroom. They are tired of
being marginalized,” added Bob
Luebke, senior fellow at the Center
for Effective Education. “Parents
are standing up and reminding
everyone of their right to control
their child’s education and their
commitment to working along-
side teachers and administrators
to give their children the best pos-
sible education.”

The N.C. version of the Parents’
Bill of Rights lands even as dozens
of other states have either passed

or are considering legislation
based on similar proposals. Some
of the efforts are based on the elec-
toral success of newly minted Vir-
ginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, a Re-
publican who walked to victory in
November after running a cam-
paign that tapped into parental an-
ger and angst over public K-12 ed-
ucation.

The version of the bill in Flori-
da has drawn the most national at-
tention.

That legislation, incorrect-
ly known as the “Don’t Say Gay”
bill, would bar third parties from
teaching students in kindergar-
ten through 3rd grade about sex-
ual orientation or gender identi-

ty, in addition to numerous other
protections for parents’ autonomy
over their children.

Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed the bill into law March 28,
saying in a statement that families
“should be protected from schools
using classroom instruction to
sexualize their kids as young as 5
years old.”

In April, Georgia lawmak-
ers passed a measure stipulating
that parents have the right to see
the curriculum their children are
learning. Republican Gov. Brian
Kemp is expected to sign the mea-
sure into law.

In other states, a Parents’ Bill
of Rights has met stiff resistance

from Democrats and teachers’
unions. Also in April, Wisconsin
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers ve-
toed a bill passed by the Repub-
lican-controlled legislature that
would have codified several paren-
tal rights in state law.

Those include the right “to de-
termine the names and pronouns
used for the child while at school”
and the right to “opt out of a class
or instructional materials for rea-
sons based on either religion or
personal conviction.”

Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly, al-
so a Democrat, vetoed a similar
bill, while measures have also fall-
en prey to veto pens in states like
Pennsylvania.
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Direction of Country

73% of likely voters say the U.S. is on the
wrong track, compared to 22% who say right

track.

I Right Direction 22%
M Wrong Track 73%
Unsure 5%

Republicans v. Democrats

50% would vote for a Republican candidate
for Congress on a generic ballot, compared

to 43% Democrat.

M Republican 50%
I Democrat 43%
Unsure 7%

Presidential Approval

Biden's disapproval rating stands at 61%,
while 33% approve of the president.

I Biden Approval 33%
M Biden Disapproval 61%
Unsure 6%

Governor Approval

M Gov. Cooper Approval 427
M Gov. Cooper Disapproval 46%
Unsure 12%

Civitas Action survey of likely general election voters in North Carolina.

46% disapprove of Gov. Roy Cooper's job
performance, with 42% approving.

U.S. Senate: Budd tops
Beasley n new poll

BY DAVID BASS

epublican U.S. Sen-
ate candidate Ted
udd is polling

slightly ahead of Dem-
ocratic candidate Cheri
Beasley, according to a
new Civitas Poll of general
election voters.

Budd, now serving as
a congressman from the
state’s 13th  Congressio-
nal District, polled at 44%.
That number just edges out
the 42% support for Bea-
sley, a former chief jus-
tice of the N.C. Supreme
Court. Libertarian candi-
date Shannon Bray secured
2% support, and Green Par-
ty candidate Matthew Hoh
1%, with 12% of the elector-
ate remaining undecided.

"North Carolina is a pe-
rennial battleground state
for presidential and Senate
races, and this year will be
no different, looking at this
poll," said John Locke Foun-
dation President Donald
Bryson. "While Ted Budd is
in a strong position in this
poll, he still trails Republi-
cans on the generic ballot
test by a few points, and it's
a long contentious journey
to November"

“This is as close to a sta-
tistical tie as you can find,”
said Chris Cooper, a po-
litical science professor at
Western Carolina Univer-
sity. The Civitas Poll has a
margin of error of plus or
minus 3.95%. “There are
not a lot of undecided vot-
ers left, but when they mat-
ter, they matter a lot.”

Republicans
continue to enjoy
a comfortable
advantage on a
generic ballot for
state and federal
offices.

The polling results al-
so showed Republican can-
didates for state Supreme
Court seats edging out their
opponents. Republican Trey
Allen bested Democrat Sam
Ervin, 46% to 40%, for one
seat. Republican Richard
Dietz topped Democrat Lu-
cy Inman, 44% to 40%, for
the other.

Republicans  continue
to enjoy a comfortable ad-
vantage on a generic ballot
for state and federal offices
in North Carolina, the poll
results showed. Forty-nine
percent said they would
vote for a Republican can-
didate for the state legisla-
ture, compared to 43% for
a Democratic candidate. For
Congress, 50% would pick
a Republican on a generic
ballot and 43% a Democrat.

President Joe Biden’s ap-
proval rating dipped to a
new low, according to the
results of the poll, reach-
ing 61% disapproval com-
pared to 33% approval. Gov.
Roy Cooper’s approval rat-
ing has also declined since
April, with 46% of likely
voters now disapproving of
the governor compared to

42% who approve.

Seventy-three percent of
voters say the U.S. is on the
wrong track, compared to
22% who say right track.

On the issue of abortion,
40% of likely voters identify
as pro-life and 43% as pro-
choice. Fifty-one percent do
not want the U.S. Supreme
Court to overturn its 1973
Roe v. Wade decision that
legalized abortion nation-
wide, while 34% would like
to see it overturned.

Meanwhile, nearly 70%
of likely voters said that
abortion should be limited
in some way — ranging from
restrictions on a minor’s ac-
cess to abortion all the way
to a complete ban — and on-
ly 23% said abortion should
be legal without any restric-
tions.

Fifty-seven percent of re-
spondents would support
a Parents’ Bill of Rights in
North Carolina. Twenty-four
percent were opposed to the
idea. Forty-six percent have
an unfavorable view of Crit-
ical Race Theory, and 30%
have a favorable view.

Asked for their perspec-
tive on gun restrictions,
42% reported that gun laws
should be more restricted
than they currently are, 34%
that the laws should be left
as they currently are, and
19% said they should be less
restrictive.

The poll was conduct-
ed May 21-22 — prior to
the deadly school shoot-
ing in Uvalde, Texas — and
surveyed 600 likely general
election voters.

LGBT flashcards removed from Wake Pre-K class

BY A.P. DILLON

n May 27, flashcards fea-
Oturing LGBT themes

were confiscated from a
preschool classroom in Wake
County, North Carolina’s largest
school district.

The cards were allegedly used
to teach preschoolers their col-
ors at Ballentine Elementary in
Fuquay-Varina. The cards fea-
tured gay and lesbian couples
with children, as well as a card de-
picting a pregnant man.

A press release from N.C.
House Speaker Tim Moore said
that state Rep. Erin Paré, R-Wake,
received an email from a constit-
uent that alerted her to the use of
the flashcards, along with pictures
of some of the cards.According to
the press release,

Paré immediately contact-
ed the principal of the elementa-
ry school, who quickly investigat-
ed, found the cards, and confiscat-
ed them.

“The principal confirmed that
the flash cards were not part of
approved curriculum and that she
was unaware that they were being
used,” the press release said.

“The principal immediately
took possession of the cards, con-
tacted the WCPSS area superin-
tendent, and engaged human re-
sources.”

“I am grateful that a concerned
constituent reached out and that
this issue is being addressed in a
swift and professional manner by
Ballentine Elementary School,”
said Paré in the press release.

“Schools should only be us-

ing age-appropriate materials,
and these flashcards clearly do
not meet that standard for a pre-
school classroom,” Paré said.

“I hope schools across Wake
County and the State of North
Carolina will follow the example
of Ballentine and respond swiftly
when a parent expresses concern
and ensure that materials like this
are not being used to teach young
students.”

The cards are in the “Progress
Pride Flag Rainbow Families” col-
lection sold by ByUsBox.com. The
cards are currently sold out, ac-
cording to the website, which de-
scribes them as being laminated
and “perfect for baby showers!”

A statement from the Wake
County Public School System said
that an initial review determined
that flashcards “were not tied to
the district’s Pre-K curriculum,
did not complement, enrich, or
extend the curriculum, and were
used without the Principals re-
view, knowledge, and/or approv-
al”

WCPSS also said the “inappro-
priate materials” were removed

from Ballentine Elementary and
the “district is reviewing the mat-
ter.”

In reaction, state Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Cather-
ine Truitt tweeted:

“I can think of a hundred oth-
er ways to teach colors to pre-
school children. Classroom mate-
rials need to be age appropriate,
and this certainly doesn’t meet
the mark.”

The discovery of the flashcards
followed an announcement earli-
er in the week of a Parents’ Bill of
Rights, which seeks transparen-
¢y in curriculum and notification
of parents regarding health deci-
sions and other issues.

The parents’ bill of rights
is contained in House Bill 755,
which also includes a section bar-
ring the teaching of gender iden-
tity ideology and topics about
sexuality to kids in kindergarten
through third grade.

With these flashcards being
used in a pre-K classroom, the
bill may see an update to include
pre-K.

Democrats and LGBT groups
have already tried to label the bill
as "N.Cs Don’t Say Gay" bill, and
at least one Democrat, Sen. Mi-
chael Garrett, D-Guilford, has
tried to call the bill the “classroom
version” of H.B. 2.

On the national level, Presi-
dent Biden’s education secretary
refused to say if schools should
keep student gender transitions
secret from their parents.

U.S. Education Secretary Mi-
guel Cardona was questioned
about the issue by Rep. Jim
Banks, R-Indiana, during a May
26 House Education and Labor
Committee meeting.

Banks repeatedly pressed Car-
dona on whether he believed
schools should keep a student's
gender transition a secret from
their parents.

This article is reprinted with per-
mission from A.P. Dillon's More to
the Story.
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enate Republicans back Medicaid
expansion, with health care access reforms

BY DONNA KING

n May 25 the N.C. General
OAssembly’s Senate leader-
ship announced a health
care proposal that includes Med-
icaid expansion under the feder-
al entitlement program, the Af-
fordable Care Act. House Bill
149 contains work requirements
for Medicaid expansion enrollees
and measures the senators say
would cut health care regulations
that limit the number of provid-
ers and facilities. State Medicaid
expansion could put more than
600,000 able-bodied, work-
ing-age adults onto the taxpay-
er-funded health care program.
“If, as a result of giving half-a-
million people that card, you end
up creating longer lines for folks
who already have insurance cov-
erage, we really haven't helped in
terms of access,” said Senate lead-
er Phil Berger, R-Rockingham,
in a press conference at the state
Legislative Building in Raleigh. “It
is our belief that partnering the in-
creased coverage with measures
designed to increase the number
of providers and the number of fa-
cilities people can go to is the right
balance to achieve an overall im-
provement in access and quality.”

Work requirements
could be dead on arrival

Waivers to allow states to put
work/volunteer requirements or a
small co-pay into expansion plans
were a carrot put in by the Obama
administration to encourage states
to expand the program. Under the
Trump administration, states that
expanded Medicaid had the waiv-
ers approved, but the Biden ad-
ministration has put a hard stop to
them.

“The bill as drafted has a
work requirement. That is what
we would like to see,” said Berg-
er. “We will get it passed, and then
we will deal with how to convince
the Biden administration and the
courts.”

According to the bill language,
the new enrollees would contin-
ue to be eligible for Medicaid, even
while the work requirement was
being litigated.

“Republicans have done a com-
plete about-face, and it’s a massive
risk to take the work requirements
to court,” said Donald Bryson,
president of the John Locke Foun-
dation, a free-market organization
that oversees the Carolina Journal.
“If they lose, then it’s just Medicaid
expansion as Obama wanted it.”

In the May 25 press conference,
Berger was joined by members
of the Joint Legislative Oversight
Committee on Medicaid and N.C.
Health Choice, which studied ex-
pansion and heard testimony over
six meetings.

Part of the deal to get Gov. Roy
Cooper’s signature on the latest
state budget was for the legislature
to study expansion. The commit-
tee’s recommendations have not
been released, but Berger says they
are likely to resemble this bill.

Long opposed by Republican
lawmakers and state economists,
Medicaid expansion has held up
nearly every state budget since
Cooper has been in office, as he ve-
toed any that did not fund it. State
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Sen. Joyce Krawiec, R-Forsyth, explains her support for Medicaid expansion: “I think the bill is a rescue plan for our hospitals, especially our rural
hospitals who have had some tough times this last couple of years through the pandemic."
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Se. Ralph Hise, R-Mitchell, discusses factors that led to the Medicaid expansion bill: "As we continue through this pandemic, we have reached a sit-
uation where the federal government has prohibited removing anyone from the Medicaid rolls, and we are estimating that around 300,000 ineligible
people are on the Medicaid rolls in North Carolina and would have to be removed within a year."

Republican leadership filed a bill
in 2019 that would have institut-
ed work or volunteer requirements
into any expansion plan. They now
say that COVID changed the cal-
culus, because so many people
were added to Medicaid with fed-
eral rescue plan money, and hospi-
tals took on a lot of extra expense.

“The environment has clearly
changed in North Carolina,” said
Sen. Ralph Hise, R-Mitchell. “As
we continue through this pan-
demic, we have reached a situation
where the federal government has
prohibited removing anyone from
the Medicaid rolls, and we are es-
timating that around 300,000 in-

eligible people are on the Medicaid
rolls in North Carolina and would
have to be removed within a year.”
The federal government would
cover 90% of the bill for Medicaid
expansion, with the 10% fiscal gap
covered by an assessment levied
on hospitals, which would in turn
draw that money from the feder-

al government. The offer lawmak-
ers would not refuse was a sweet-
ener put on the table by the Biden
administration. In expanding the
program, 10% of the expansion
cost falls to the state, which means

continued NEXT PAGE
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Senate leader Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, had changed his mind about Medicaid expansion: “It is our belief that partnering the increased coverage

with measures designed to increase the number of providers and the number of facilities people can go to is the right balance to achieve an overall

improvement in access and quality.”

continued from PREVIOUS PAGE

North Carolina could face a fund-
ing gap between $119 million and
$171 million. The Biden adminis-
tration is offering one-time Amer-
ican Rescue Plan money to the
12 states that have not expanded
Medicaid. For North Carolina that
would mean $1.2 billion.

Increasing supply

While the bill increases the de-
mand side of the health care equa-
tion, lawmakers say they are in-
cluding some
cleanup mea-
sures in regula-
tions on the sup-
ply side. That in-
cludes partial re-

tients in need.”

The bill also contains the
SAVE Act, which allows nurses to
practice at the top of their train-
ing without a doctor present. It’s a
measure that doctors’ groups have
opposed but is targeted to rural ar-
eas where staffing shortages have
reduced access to health care.

The bill further directs in-
surance companies to cover tele-
health services and requires some
medical billing transparency. Pa-
tients would have to be notified 72
hours ahead of a procedure or vis-
it if they may have an out-of-net-
work provider.

Sen. Joyce
Krawiec, R-For-
syth, has been
working to stop
surprise billing
in health care

peal of certif- With rising and found a spot
icate-of-need inflation, for the goal in
laws. This bill re- this bill. She al-
peals CON for shortages of S0 co-chaired
some areas of supplies like the Medic-

health care, but
not all, and re-
duces the num-

baby formula,
and signs of

aild and health
choice commit-
tee, working with

ber of medical increasing hospitals  who
specialties  for : wanted expan-
which the N.C. econom_lc sion and cov-
Department  of uncertainty, erage for tele-
Health and Hu- it's incredibly health, among
man Services is iskv t ddl other items.
allowed to dictate risky 1o sa . e “I think the
“market need.” taxpayers with bill is a rescue
“It’s z}bsolute— a multibillion- p!an for our hps—
ly crucial that . pitals, especial-
the General As- dollar ongoing ly our rural hos-
sembly work to government pitals who have
increase }}ealth obligation. had some tough
care supply in our times this last
state,” said Jor- couple of years
dan Roberts, di- - Amy O. Cooke, through the pan-
rector of govern- John Locke FOundation demic,” she said.
ment affairs for If the bill

the John Locke
Foundation.
“Across North
Carolina, numerous counties suf-
fer from a lack of critical care. In
many cases, restrictive state laws
cause this shortage. Health care
demand is there; we need to en-
sure our state can serve all the pa-

passes out of the
Senate as Berg-
er expects, there
will likely be a full-court press on
House members from the Senate
and the governor’s office to agree.
So far, Speaker Tim Moore has
said that there is little appetite for
Medicaid expansion in the House.

600,000

Number of able-bodied, working-
age adults that would be added to
Medicaid under expansion.

“I would like to see us pass it
in the Senate and get it over to the
House and continue the process of
educating our colleagues on why
we have changed our mind,” said
Berger.

How did we get here?

As the N.C. Medicaid program
stands today, there are about 2.6
million people in the state cov-
ered. They have incomes of 40%
or less of the federal poverty lev-
el. The new expanded population
could make up to 138% of the fed-
eral poverty level. They are work-
ing age, not disabled, and some al-
ready have private health insur-
ance. Existing Medicaid patients
are generally the sickest North
Carolinians, including children
and the elderly, and this would
add more than a half million peo-
ple to the program.

“This would force-feed half a
million people into a system that
is already overwhelmed,” said Bri-
an Balfour, Locke senior vice pres-
ident of research. “Coverage will
not mean access to care, and do
lawmakers really want to expand
with a recession coming, which
will further swell Medicaid rolls
with the newly unemployed?”

One of the primary reasons
that Berger and fellow Repub-
licans had vehemently opposed
Medicaid expansion in the past is
concern that the federal govern-
ment could reduce its 90% share
promise and leave N.C. taxpay-
ers with a gaping hole in the state
budget. The new measure ends
the Medicaid expansion program
if the federal government changes
its contribution, a provision that
may sway some Republicans in the
House who are concerned about a

recession on the horizon.

“It makes zero sense for the
N.C. General Assembly to consid-
er expanding Medicaid now. With
rising inflation, shortages of sup-
plies like baby formula, and signs
of increasing economic uncertain-
ty, it’s incredibly risky to saddle
taxpayers with a multibillion-dol-
lar ongoing government obliga-
tion,” said Amy Cooke, CEO of the
John Locke Foundation.

After years of opposition to
Medicaid expansion, which in-
cluded passing a law in 2013 say-
ing the state would not expand,
last year Berger indicated that he
was softening to the idea. Howev-
er, he led the May 25 press confer-
ence saying that they tried to push
a free-market-driven solution to
health care access but couldn’t get
it through.

“The legislature has consis-
tently filed other market-oriented
health care reform bills that would
have increased insurance plan op-
tions for patients and increase
health care provider choices, and
increase the number of places for
patients to seek medical care,” said
Berger.

In 2019, Republicans
posed House Bill 655, which
would have expanded Medic-
aid, but it contained some fiscal
measures to make it more palat-
able. For example, it would have
permitted large group insurance
plans to cover self-employed peo-
ple and other populations.

However, it was not the full,
Obama-style expansion, so the bill
was relegated to the House Rules
Committee in fall 2019 as the gov-
ernor demanded a “clean” Medic-
aid bill.

Back then, it was estimat-
ed that expansion would add
600,000 people to the Medicaid
rolls, but that was pre-COVID, so
now lawmakers are not sure.

“We really don't know how
many because we expanded a lot
during the pandemic, so we are
not sure how many," Krawiec said.
“That’s why this bill pairs with ma-
ny other policy changes that will

pro-
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improve access to care.”

Louisiana faced a similar un-
known when lawmakers there ex-
panded Medicaid. The Pelican In-
stitute recently reported that since
Louisiana expanded Medicaid in
2015, there has been a 65% in-
crease in the number of people
joining the program from the ex-
panded population. Researchers
there say the cost ballooned from
$1.4 billion in projected costs to
$3.1 billion in actual costs.

“Medicaid expansion has sin-
gularly failed to meet its advo-
cates’ own promises of success,”
said the Louisiana researchers.
“Louisiana should begin the pro-
cess of unwinding this failed ex-
periment and put into practice re-
forms that can reduce the cost of
care for beneficiaries, while focus-
ing Medicaid on the vulnerable
populations for which it was origi-
nally designed.”

Worse, a Duke study in
2019 outlines how the existing
Medicaid program is not serving
patients adequately.

Duke  University scholars
found that organization problems
within the current system are al-
ready harming the poorest and
sickest North Carolinians because
of red tape and staffing shortages.

Other states, like Arizona
and Oregon, which has already
partially expanded Medicaid, re-
port an overall increase in the
number of people getting health
care but say now that expansion
put obstacles in the care of exist-
ing patients and cost more than
expected.

Republicans have focused in
recent years on reforming Medic-
aid and its chronic cost overruns.
Now, they say it has improved
enough to handle the now-un-
known number of new enrollees.

“Medicaid was a program that
was mismanaged, burdened tax-
payers with billion-dollar short-
falls on a regular basis,” Berger
told reporters. “Fortunately, over
the past decade, Republican lead-
ership in the General Assembly
has turned Medicaid around in
North Carolina. We've had eight
straight years of solid Medicaid
budgets without cost overruns. We
reformed the system and imple-
mented Medicaid transformation.
... Here’s another reality: The Af-
fordable Care Act is not going to
go away.”

What do voters think?

The more voters learn about
Medicaid expansion, the less like-
ly they are to agree. A recent Civi-
tas Poll revealed that 58% of like-
ly Republican primary voters op-
posed expanding Medicaid.

In the same survey, 56% of
those polled said they would be
less likely to support expansion af-
ter learning that the federal gov-
ernment does not allow waivers
for expansion to be tied to work
requirements.

Plus 65% of respondents said
they were less likely to support ex-
pansion when learning that the
expanded population was primar-
ily healthy, working-age adults
with no children.

Berger told reporters on May
25 that he would welcome the
opportunity to explain why he
changed his mind on Medicaid ex-
pansion.

“I still believe that there are
better ways to address some of
these issues, but reality has to play
a part in the solutions that we of-
fer,” said Berger. “We are talking
about helping people and ensur-
ing that when the Biden recession
hits us, the state’s budget will be in
good shape.”
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Young, urban Republicans
set on taking back Charlotte

BY THERESA OPEKA

( :harlotte City Council has
had a 9-2 Democratic su-
permajority for more than

a decade.

A slate of Republicans, includ-
ing a group of young, first-time
candidates, are hoping to turn the
tide of Charlotte City Council with
a red wave of their own this July.
A Republican has not been elected
to an at-large council seat in Char-
lotte since 2009.

Under the current city coun-
cil, a lot has changed in the Queen
City. Crime has increased. Total
homicides in 2009 were 56, com-
pared to 118 in 2020 and 98 in
2021.

Affordable housing is hard to
come by. About 1% of area rent-
al apartments are priced under
$1,000 per month in Mecklenburg
County, which includes Charlotte.

Home purchase prices have al-
so increased by almost 20%, and
the city’s public transportation,
the CATS bus system and LYNX
light rail, are widely criticized for
inefficiency. Some can face riding
the bus for 1.5 hours to get across
town.

Those on the Republican slate
are campaigning on a message of
tackling these issues and making
Charlotte a better place to live.

The slate includes mayoral
candidate Stephanie de Saracha-
ga-Bilbao and at-large candidates
Kyle Luebke, Charlie Mulligan,
David Merrill, and Carrie Olinski.

James Bowers is running in
District 3 and Mary Lineberger
Barnett in District 2.

Incumbent Tariq Bokhari-
is running for re-election in Dis-
trict 6.

David Michael Rice, anoth-
er candidate who was not part of
the slate, also ran as a Republi-
can at-large candidate in the May
17 primary. He finished fifth, so

r

TARIQ BOKHARI

Tariq Bokhari anticipates a red wave coming after seeing what has been happening in New Jersey, Virginia, and with the San Francisco school board.

they had just done some very un-

the four-member slate advanced popular things [abolish sin-
to face off against Democrat con- gle-family zoning, giving them-
tenders in a July selves  raises]
26 election. expecting to
Bokhari  put have more time
the slate together to have people
over the last nine forget. There is
months  because -- this litany of ex-
he said Democrat amples, not just
Mayor Vi Lyles In the May 1'_7' of not meeting
and Democrat city 2022 Republican needs but also
council members primary, the top proactively do-
have not been f did ing things that
meeting the needs our can _1 ates logical, regu-
of city residents. were David lar voters are
“They  voted Merrill with 24% kind of scratch-
themselves  pay ] . ing their heads
raises, voted to ex- Charlie Mulllgan over.”
tend the at-large with 22.7%, Carrie Bokhari an-
and mayor race Olinski with 20.8% ticipates a red
beyond when they : wave coming af-
needed to, even and Kyle Luebke ter seeing what
though the Gen- with 19.9%. has been hap-
eral Assembly pening in New

gave them the au-
thority to have it
in November, vot-
ed to abolish sin-
gle-family zoning,
and threw the police under the bus
by championing ‘defund the po-
lice,” Bokhari stated.

“The real reason they refused
[to hold the at-large and mayor
race in November] is they knew

Jersey, Virgin-
ia, and with the
San  Francisco

school board.
He says he
would love Charlotte to become a
part of it if he and his fellow GOP
candidates were to win seats in the

city council election.

“It’s going to give us not just an
opportunity but make us a nation-

al bellwether for what’s going to
ultimately happen in November. If
we could pick up a couple of seats,
let alone my moonshot goal, which
is to achieve a Republican major-
ity by sweeping the four at-large
seats, that will be national news
without a doubt,” he said.

Bokhari is working with the
NCGOP to establish the Urban
Defense Fund, which will help
with advertising and mailers.

“Rarely has the state looked at
Charlotte as anything but just a
liberal haven, and they had given
up on it,” said Bokhari. “If we give
up on those, we will leave all these
things unchecked. That message
is starting to be heard. I think and
hope we may be able to pull off a
moonshot here.”

Luebke is a lawyer who prac-
tices financial services law and
serves as president of the Log Cab-
in Republicans of North Carolina,
a Republican organization repre-
senting the LGBTQ+ community.

“I felt for so long that I had to
be a Democrat, but being a Demo-
crat constantly conflicted with my
conservative principles,” he said.

“Cities are where our econom-
ic engines are. If we sacrifice our
cities to the left, then we are sacri-
ficing a very significant portion of
America, both from an economic

standpoint and just from a demo-
graphic standpoint.”

Luebke wants to focus the
campaign on issues that appeal to
voters in rural and urban areas:
safe communities, good-paying
jobs, affordable housing. and reli-
able transportation.

Luebke, Mulligan, Merrill,
and Olinski met recently with the
Charlotte Firefighters Associa-
tion, who said the city won’t meet
with them and hear their con-
cerns, including issues with re-
cruitment.

“You can have all the great pol-
icy in the world, but unless you
have rhetoric where people are
valued and they feel as if they
have a place in a city or in their
workplace, you aren’t going to at-
tract individuals to come work for
you,” Luebke said.

Olinski, a physician assis-
tant in functional medicine, was
inspired to run because of her
18-month-old daughter.

“It got me thinking that if I
want to see those changes for her,
I have to start now because things
don’t turn around in a day,” she
said.

“It’s not just for her but all the
kids. The kids are the future of
Charlotte. We need to give them
our best shot. Also, I feel that this

is an open door from the Lord, so
I am following Him in that.”

Merrill warns that throwing
money at the affordable housing
problem isn’t going to solve any-
thing, and a key opportunity is
cleaning up the way housing sub-
sidies and vouchers are managed.
She said that would improve how
fast landords are paid.

“We have to take a multiprong
approach to fix our housing af-
fordability,” he said.

The slate of young Republi-
cans worries conservatives are
quick to cede urban areas to Dem-
ocrats, and Charlotte is just one
example.

Mulligan, an executive with
Carolina Fintech Hub, pointed
to his brief stay in a $4,000-per-
month, one-bedroom apartment
in San Francisco.

He said he was surrounded by
crime, sirens constantly blaring,
stepping over needles and human
feces.

“We cannot abandon our cities
as conservatives and people who
care about the social welfare of
our communities and urban cen-
ters,” he said.

N.C. municipal elections are
scheduled for July 26, the same
day as runoffs from other elec-
tions in the May 17 primary.
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Robinson is a locomotive
barreling past political obstacles

=

RAY NOTHSTINE
OPINION EDITOR (Q
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new poll shows Lt. Gov.

AMark Robinson besting At-
orney General Josh Stein

by six points in a head-to-head
matchup for governor in 2024.
Save for some establishment Re-
publicans and the political left,
it’s no big surprise. Robinson just
picks up steam despite any high-
ly controversial statements or past
actions.

Case in point: The left and
some Triangle-area media final-
ly thought they had finished Rob-
inson off when an old Facebook
comment surfaced of Robinson
admitting to paying for an abor-
tion. The incident in question oc-
curred over 30 years ago when his
now-wife became pregnant before
they were married.

Local and national media
seized on the story to supposed-

ly highlight Robinson’s hypocrisy
to his Christian supporters — per-
haps even relishing the thought
that Christians and conservatives
would abandon him outright. At
the very least, the story was sup-
posed to crater any chance Robin-
son had at ascending to governor.
Yet his popularity only seemed to
surge with conservatives across
North Carolina.

Of course, most Christians
don’t live in a legalistic bunker
waiting to ambush people over
their past sins. This is still surpris-
ing to some who don’t understand
Christianity, repentance, or grace.

Furthermore, many of the most
effective pro-life leaders and advo-
cates are those who themselves ex-
perienced an abortion. After the
story, Robinson’s follow-up vid-
eo sharing his experience on-
ly seemed to ingratiate himself
to conservatives and the pro-life
community even more.

“How can leaders proclaim re-
pentance to this chaotic world?

A new poll shows Lt.
Gov. Mark Robinson
besting Attorney
General Josh Stein by
six points in a head-
to-head matchup for
governor in 2024. Save
for some establishment
Republicans and the
political left, it's no big
surprise.

This is how;” U.S. Rep. Dan Bishop
tweeted in March. “A public con-
fession many years before emerg-
ing into public life. Unblinking ac-
knowledgment now. How refresh-
ing”

Furthermore, many pundits
and media members had already
declared Robinson done after

making controversial comments
about homosexuality and trans-
genderism. And boy, were they
controversial, particularly given
today’s rules about discussing hu-
man sexuality in the public square.

“There’s no reason anybody
anywhere in America should be
telling any child about transgen-
derism, homosexuality, any of that
filth,” Robinson told an audience
at Asbury Baptist Church in Sea-
grove. “And yes, I called it filth.
And if you don't like it that I called
it filth, come see me, and I'll ex-
plain it to you.”

Can the reader imagine any
other American politician say-
ing that without getting politically
obliterated or canceled for good?
Does anybody else know of any
current politicians who talk about
the wrath of God when it comes
to personal behaviors? Yet, almost
paradoxically, Robinson’s the most
popular Republican in the state.

In the recent past, Robinson
said he was about 95% sure he is

running for governor. Those are
pretty good odds, and it’s unlikely
he’ll lose a primary if he remains
as popular as he is now. Demo-
crats may indeed relish his run,
thinking they are on their way to
an easy victory in the governor’s
race. In their eyes, Robinson has
already disqualified himself and
his mouth remains a ticking time
bomb.

Today's political rules don’t al-
low for someone to make the com-
ments Robinson makes and be a
viable candidate going forward.
The wailing and gnashing of teeth
promise to be relentless. Outside
money will pour in along with
apocalyptic predictions of im-
pending doom if Robinson wins.

Imagine the corporations that
will threaten to pull out of North
Carolina if Robinson wins. It
could prove to be one of the most
historic political races in state his-
tory, and it will be fascinating to
watch. At times, it might even be
fun.

CJ PHOTO BY TIM ROBBINS
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Do we lvoe in the most uncertain times?

MICHAEL WALDEN
CONTRIBUTOR

decades of life now make me a

senior citizen. As I think back,
our country has been through
many crises in those 71 years. In
1951 we faced the uncertainty of
a war in Korea. Later came the
Cuban missile crisis, John Ken-
nedy’s assassination, the Viet-
nam War, 11 recessions, the larg-
est single percentage stock market
drop in 1987, the 9/11 attacks, the
COVID-19 pandemic, and numer-
ous others. My point is that, as a
country, we have faced many chal-
lenges just during my lifetime.

While not taking anything
away from the previous tests to
our country, I think a strong case
can be made that this year —
2022 — may be the most trau-
matic and uncertain for our coun-
try, at least since World War II.

A big reason is we don’t just face
one or two uncertainties, but we
are confronted with many.

Indeed, I count at least five big
uncertainties, each one of which
would be enough to make us wor-
ry. Ranked in no certain order are
high inflation, the possibility of a
recession, the Ukraine War, the
talk of a nuclear conflict, and sig-
nificant changes to work.

The latest reading on inflation
shows an annual increase in the
typical consumers’ market bas-
ket of goods and services of 8.5%,
the biggest jump since 1981. Since
most households are not receiv-
ing comparable increases in their
wages and salaries, today’s infla-
tion rate means the average stan-
dard of living — measured by
what people can buy — is falling.
This hasn’t happened in three de-
cades.

Iwas born in 1951, so my seven
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The Ukraine War is our most dangerous challenge. Russian leaders have openly hinted about the possibility of
using nuclear weapons both against Ukraine and countries backing Ukraine.

The problem of high inflation
directly leads to the next challenge
of today: the possibility of an up-
coming recession. The typical way
inflation is corralled is for the U.S.
central bank — the Federal Re-
serve — to slow the pace of spend-
ing. The Fed does this by increas-
ing interest rates and pulling cash
out of the economy. The prob-

lem is the Fed’s tactics aren’t pre-
cise, and they can easily lead to an
overcorrection and a recession.

Although the Ukraine War is
foremost a geo-political conflict
— with the United States and Eu-
ropean allies backing Ukraine
against Russia — it also has broad
economic implications. The con-
flict has already caused many

commodity prices, like oil, gold,
and wheat, to rise well above their
levels at the beginning of the year.
We've especially seen the impact
of higher commodity prices at the
gas pump and in supermarkets.
Until now, the Ukraine War
has been fought with convention-
al weapons. Yet as Russia’s mili-
tary goals have been stymied by

ONLINE

the Ukrainians, Russian leaders
have openly hinted about the pos-
sibility of using nuclear weapons
both against Ukraine and coun-
tries backing Ukraine. This is our
fourth, and most dangerous, chal-
lenge. A full-fledged nuclear world
war would likely destroy most of
civilization. As a youngster, I re-
member the last time the world
was brought to the brink of a nu-
clear war during the Cuban mis-
sile crisis in 1962. It was a tense
and scary time.

The fifth worry — the swift
changes happening in the la-
bor market — are a feature of the
post-COVID economy. COVID
prompted three big shifts in the
labor market. One was a reassess-
ment of life, motivating a surge in
retirements of older workers and
a departure from the labor mar-
ket of many younger workers, es-
pecially those with children. The
second was an up-skilling of nu-
merous workers during the height
of the pandemic, meaning when
they returned to the work force,
they left lower-paying jobs and
moved to higher-paying jobs.

The third emerging labor mar-
ket shift is a result of the first two.
It is the accelerated use of tech-
nology and automation by com-
panies that have not been able
to eliminate their labor short-
ages. We will see much more la-
bor-saving technology in coming
years that will keep many work-
ers guessing if they will continue
to have jobs.

Individually, each of these un-
certainties is hard to predict.
Collectively, they’re impossible.
This makes me believe 2022 is a
unique year. Wish ourselves good
luck!

Michael Walden is a Reynolds
Distinguished Professor Emeri-
tus at North Carolina State Uni-
versity.

www.carolinajournal.com
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Post-game primary report

DALLAS WOODHOUSE ¢
CONTRIBUTOR

orth Carolina’s prima-
| \ | ry produced similar head-
lines across the state. For-
mer President Trump’s influence
in North Carolina clearly matters.
However, there is much more to
unpack.

In general, the data bode well
for Republicans heading into No-
vember.

Opverall, 758,000 registered Re-
publicans and registered unaf-
filiated people voted a GOP bal-
lot in the primary election. That’s
146,000 more than the 612,000
who voted a Democrat ballot.

Much of that can be attribut-
ed to the fact the GOP had a
high-profile U.S. Senate race that
was heavily advertised on TV, while
the Democrats coronated Cheri
Beasley as the Democratic nomi-
nee for U.S. Senate.

Turnout was strong across
North Carolina.

North Carolina’s 2022 prima-
ry final turnout was 19.66% of reg-
istered voters. That’s the highest
turnout for a midterm election in
two decades.

Only one primary election in
the last 32 years had a higher turn-
out. The 2002 primary hit 21.21%
in the first major election after
Sept. 11, 2001.

Republicans can’t win state-
wide elections with just GOP vot-
ers. They need a majority of unaf-
filiated voters and a slice of regis-
tered Democrats.

The fact that 62% of unaffili-
ated voters, who can vote in either
primary but not both, picked GOP
ballots is a good sign.

In 2016, 75% of unaffiliated
voters who voted in the GOP pri-
mary went on to vote for Trump
and other GOP candidates.

Western Carolina Universi-
ty political science professor Chris
Cooper believes that both the high
overall turnout and the high num-
ber of unaffiliated voters select-
ing a GOP ballot in the NC-11 race
were factors that worked in Chuck
Edwards’ favor in his successful ef-
forts to defeat freshman U.S. Rep.
Madison Cawthorn.

“What we saw on the Republi-
can side of that 11th Congressional
District primary was almost the
exact same turnout that we actual-
ly had in a presidential year,” Coo-
per told Blue Ridge Public Radio.

Yes, endorsements
mattered

Two of the most popular figures
in each political party in North
Carolina were largely successful
in their political efforts in the pri-
mary.

The former president went 2-3.
His endorsement was key in Con-
gressman Ted Budd’s commanding
victory over former Gov. Pat Mc-
Crory in the GOP U.S. Senate race.

Trump’s last-minute appeal to
voters to give Cawthorn a second
chance did not save the controver-
sial far western N.C. congressman.

But Trump helped keep the
race close, and one can hardly
blame Trump for Cawthorn’s de-
feat.

In my final pre-primary col-
umn, I stated:

“The Woodshed has analyzed
data in several key races across the
state, including the races and can-

Victories by Valerie Foushee (above), Chuck Edwards, and Don Davis prove the establishment is not dead.

didates Trump is most closely con-
nected with including Budd in

the Senate race, [Bo] Hines in the
13th, and Madison Cawthorn in
the 11th. We believe that a Trump
endorsement along with some
money to inform GOP voters of
that endorsement results in about
30% support for that candidate.”

Budd was unknown to most
voters outside of his congressional
district when Trump endorsed him
in early June 2021.

By January, the Trump en-
dorsement had earned Budd about
34% of the vote when polled in
a two-way race with McCrory. In
January, Budd was pulling 19% of
the vote

After a new round of commer-
cials in early March reminding vot-
ers of the Trump endorsement,
Budd hit that magic 30% against
all candidates, according to the
John Locke Foundation’s Civitas
poll and other polls.

With that 30% Trump base se-
cure, millions of dollars in nega-
tive advertising from the Club for
Growth brutally attacked McCrory
along with further boosting Budd,
leading to an easy victory.

In the 13th District congressio-

nal race, Trump-endorsed Hines
earned 32% of the vote based al-
most solely on the Trump endorse-
ment. The 32% was enough to ad-
vance to the general election.

In the 1st Congressional Dis-
trict, the most Trump-aligned can-
didate, Sandy Smith, pulled 31% of
the vote, enough in the multicandi-
date field to win.

According to an Edwards in-
ternal poll released in early April,
Cawthorn appears to have dropped
20 points in the last six weeks of
the campaign, as a cascade of neg-
ative news stories and advertise-
ments hit the area.

However, it’s worth noting
that the Cawthorn collapse halt-
ed around the 30% mark in part
based on Trump renewing his en-
dorsement the weekend before
the election and recording phone
messages for Cawthorn. Howev-
er, in Cawthorn’s case, the 32% he
earned was 1,300 votes too few to
beat Edwards.

North Carolina’s trend of the
30% Trump endorsement boost is
mirrored in other states.

Ahead of the Georgia gover-
nor’s primary, former U.S. Sen. Da-
vid Perdue polled right at 30% af-

ter being endorsed by Trump, but
he was way behind incumbent
GOP Gov. Brian Kemp, who polled
well over 50% and easily defeat-
ed Perdue.

In the Pennsylvania U.S. Senate
primary, Trump-backed Dr. Meh-
met Oz won 31% of the prima-
ry vote. He had a narrow lead in a
race headed for a recount.

In Idaho, Trump-backed Lt.
Gov. Janice McGeachin won 32%
of the vote in a primary against sit-
ting Gov. Brad Little, who easily
defeated her with 53% of the vote.

Author J.D. Vance, who earned
Trump’s endorsement in Ohio’s Re-
publican Senate primary, won the
GOP contest with 32% of the vote.

Republican voters in Nebraska
picked University of Nebraska re-
gent Jim Pillen as their nominee
for governor over Trump-endorsed
Charles Herbster.

Pillen won with 34% of the
vote, but Trump’s pick, despite alle-
gations of sexual misconduct, still
pulled 30%.

On the Democratic side, Gov.
Roy Cooper’s political execution of
Fayetteville state Sen. Kirk deViere
was ruthless, but successful.

Cooper appears to have worked
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behind the scenes to help defeat
state Sen. Ernestine Bazemore,
who represents several northeast
N.C. counties. She was defeated by
Cooper Department of Transpor-
tation board appointee Valerie Jor-
dan.

The establishment is
not dead

Established elected leaders still
have influence.

“The influence and involvement
of “the establishment” was most
clearly seen in the NC-4 Demo-
cratic primary and the NC-11 Re-
publican primary, according to Su-
san Roberts, professor of political
science at Davidson College.

U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis went all
in for Edwards. Tillis condemned
forcefully the unlawful and imma-
ture behavior by Cawthorn. The
Tillis-aligned PAC, Results for NC,
spent heavily to defeat Cawthorn.
Edwards does not win without Til-
lis.

In NC-1, retiring Democrat-
ic U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield en-
dorsed Don Davis over Erica
Smith, helping Davis pull away to
a big victory. Smith was seen as the
more progressive candidate, while
Davis was the more mainstream
Democrat. Davis gives Democrats
the best chance to win in Novem-
ber.

NC-4 was an open deep-blue
Democratic seat following the re-
tirement of Rep. David Price.

Nida Allam, a 26-year-old serv-
ing as a member of Durham Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners and the
first Muslim woman elected to po-
litical office in North Carolina, ran
a progressive campaign with en-
dorsements from Bernie Sand-
ers, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and
Elizabeth Warren.

However, state Sen. Valerie
Foushee was supported by more
establishment Democrats, such as
Attorney General Josh Stein, Con-
gressman G.K Butterfield, and
Congresswoman Alma Adams.

Victories by Foushee, Edwards,
and Davis prove the establishment
of each party is not dead.

Grassroots and
community service still
matter in elections

Grassroots and community ser-
vice still matter. GOP activist and
previous NC-1 candidate Sandy
Smith defeated Rocky Mount May-
or Sandy Roberson.

Roberson spent considerably
more down the stretch, but Smith
has been working the district on
the ground for years, and that
made the difference.

While he did not win in NC-13,
Johnston County’s DeVan Barbour
came in second while spending a
fraction of the money of other can-
didates who finished behind him.

His campaign matched
his years of community ser-
vice through civic organizations,
church, and his longtime service to
the Republican Party.

Finally, while there were ma-
ny factors in Cawthorn’s defeat, it
is worth noting that Cawthorn won
11 of 14 counties in the district.

However, Edwards performed
excellently in Transylvania, Hen-
derson, and Buncombe counties —
counties he currently represents in
the state Senate. His previous ser-
vice to his voters was key in the vic-

tory.
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Black conservative group supports legal
ght to end race-based UNC admissions

(- —

MITCH KOKAI  \ &9

CONTRIBUTOR ‘ ¢

ederal courts have upheld
Fan admissions policy at the

University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill that favors
black applicants.

That’s not stopping one group
of outspoken black activists from
fighting the policy. The group has
helped take the issue to the U.S.
Supreme Court. Justices will hear
the case this fall.

The activist group, Project 21,
bills itself as the “National Lead-
ership Network of Black Conser-
vatives.” Started by the National
Center for Public Policy Research,
Project 21 promotes the views of
“African-Americans whose entre-
preneurial spirit, dedication to
family, and commitment to indi-
vidual responsibility have not tra-
ditionally been echoed by the na-
tion’s civil rights establishment,”
according to a friend-of-the-court
brief.

The brief argues now is the
right time for the U.S. Supreme
Court to overturn its 2003 de-
cision in Grutter v. Bollinger. In
that 5-4 ruling, the court upheld
universities’ ability to use race as
a factor in admissions.

“From the day on which it was
decided, Grutter has been ‘griev-
ously wrong,” according to the
brief authored by lawyers from
the Pacific Legal Foundation.
“The Equal Protection Clause
contains a categorical statement:
Government shall not ‘deny to
any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws.
Yet the thrust of Grutter is that
‘not every decision influenced by
race is equally objectionable.”

“Grutter expressly endorsed
racial preferences — so long as

Melanie Collette: "That's the real white supremacy — the thought that blacks are always going to be inferior,

D

that blacks are always going to need a hand up from a white person in order to be successful. That is something

we should oppose.”

universities administer them in a
‘flexible, nonmechanical way,” the
brief added. “But the Equal Pro-
tection Clause and Title VI pro-
hibit racial discrimination of any
kind — flexible or rigid; mechan-
ical or not”

Opponents warn of Grutter’s
“disastrous consequences.” “Such
preferences not only deny stu-
dents their right to equal justice
before the law, but harm the very
students they purportedly bene-
fit,” the brief argued.

Critics cite “mismatch theory”
as evidence of racial preferences’
harm. “African American students
at elite colleges were less likely to
persist with an initial interest in

academic careers than their coun-
terparts at less elite schools be-
cause of academic mismatch.”

“Students who ‘benefit’ from
racial preferences end up trans-
ferring more frequently, take lon-
ger to graduate, and were more
dissatisfied compared to others
in their class,” according to the
Center for Equal Opportunity, a
group joining Project 21 in sup-
porting the friend-of-the-court
brief.

“All students, regardless of
race, bear the burden of racial
preferences,” the brief concluded.

Project 21 member Melanie
Collette offers other reasons to re-
ject UNC’s admissions policy. “We
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at Project 21 are very concerned
with things like equality, particu-
larly the rules of equality that lib-
erals don’t usually play by, which
is truly being equal,” Collette said
during an interview with Caroli-
na Journal.

A student’s race does not tell
you whether she can succeed in
college, Collette said. “For me
personally, it seems like a black
cloud over my education — I have
a master’s degree — over my ca-
reer as an educator,” she said. “Ev-
erybody kind of looks like you
like, ‘Oh, she’s an affirmative-ac-
tion hire.”

“You don’t want to live in a
world where you're viewed as less-

EDWARD LEA /COURTESY PRESS OF ATLANTIC CITY

er,” Collette said. “I would argue
that is exactly what the plan is. ...
That’s the real white supremacy —
the thought that blacks are always
going to be inferior, that blacks
are always going to need a hand
up from a white person in order to
be successful. That is something
we should oppose.”

Racial preferences help per-
petuate the view among some
blacks that they are “always in a
state of victimhood,” Collette said.
“Anything that happens to them
must have something to do with
race and not some other circum-
stance or context.”

“That’s the real racism — to
keep blacks, African Americans,
people of color — in a constant
state of victimhood so that they
feel like they can’t achieve,” she
said. “It’s insidious.”

The U.S. Supreme Court faced
no obligation to take the Chapel
Hill case. It had not yet worked its
way through normal appeals. But
the nine justices decided to con-
sider UNC admissions along with
a similar lawsuit targeting Har-
vard.

“I would really like to see them
revamp the previous law that ap-
proved this race-based admissions
process,” Collette said, referring to
the nearly two-decade-old Grut-
ter ruling. “We need to promote
equality. We need to have actu-
al unity in the country. All these
kinds of policies do is serve to di-
vide”

The nation’s highest court
has revisited multiple contro-
versial rulings in recent years.
The disputed admissions poli-
cy at UNC-Chapel Hill presents
another opportunity for positive
change.

Mitch Kokai is senior political an-
alyst for the John Locke Founda-
tion.
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How did the primary election
change North Carolina education?

DR. TERRY STOOPS
CONTRIBUTOR

oters were not necessari-
s ; ly thinking about educa-

tion when they went to
the polls for the primary elec-
tion in May. Multiple polls sug-
gest that the economy, specifical-
ly inflation, topped the list of vot-
ers’ concerns. But that does not
mean that the election was incon-
sequential for education in North
Carolina.

General Assembly
leadership

The Republican primary for
N.C. Senate District 477 featured
two sitting senators, Deanna Bal-
lard and Ralph Hise. Ballard’s
narrow loss to Hise in the pri-
mary means that the state Sen-
ate will be losing one of its top ed-
ucation policymakers. Ballard
is co-chair of the Senate Educa-
tion/Higher Education Commit-
tee and has led efforts to reopen
schools during the pandemic, ex-
pand school choice, and improve
literacy instruction. Hise chairs
the Appropriations and Redis-
tricting committees and currently
does not sit on any Senate educa-
tion committees.

In N.C. House District 70,
Rep. Pat Hurley’s loss to Brian
Biggs means that the House Ed-
ucation Appropriations Com-
mittee will lose one of its three
co-chairs. Hurley served eight
terms in the House and has been
a longtime champion of school
choice. Her most notable legisla-
tive achievement was sponsoring
a bill in 2013 that mandated cur-
sive writing instruction and mem-
orization of multiplication tables.

Biggs is a realtor and has served
on the Randolph County Board
of Education since 2014. He is a
conservative Christian who tout-
ed his record of opposing politi-
cized curricula and pandemic-era
mandates.

School board races

In over half of North Caroli-
na's 115 school districts, voters
elected school board members or
selected candidates for the gen-
eral election in November. While
the pandemic produced an un-
expected but welcome parental
rights revolution in education, in

most cases, it did not translate in-
to an avalanche of anti-incum-
bent sentiment among voters.
The school board race in
Durham County received spe-
cial media attention thanks to ac-
cusations that five easily identifi-
able Republicans were running a
“stealth campaign” in the nonpar-
tisan school board race. In an in-
terview with N.C. Policy Watch,
infamous Duke University histo-
ry professor Nancy MacLean pro-
claimed, “What we have been see-
ing statewide and nationally, and
now locally in Durham, is a rad-
ical right that understands that
its policy agenda is unpopular, so

THE CAROLINA JOURNA

it has to deceive, distract, or rig
election rules to gain power.”
Predictably, none of the
“stealth slate” candidates won
seats on the board in the heavi-
ly Democratic county. Voters sup-
ported three of the four incum-
bents on the ballot and two oth-
er candidates that met their ideo-
logical litmus test. Of course, if
progressives are genuinely wor-
ried about “stealth candidates”
in school board races, they could
join me in supporting partisan
school board contests. Lawmak-
ers can call it the “Nancy Mac-
Lean Election Transparency Act.”
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School facility bonds

Guilford County voters ap-
proved a $1.7 billion school con-
struction bond, the largest in the
history of North Carolina. But
they rejected a new one-quar-
ter percent increase in the coun-
ty sales and use tax, which coun-
ty commissioners promised to use
for ongoing debt service on the
bond. As a result, Guilford Coun-
ty commissioners will sock it to
property owners, who will foot
the bill for the estimated $50
million a year needed to repay
the principal and interest on the
bond.

Like most school districts,
Guilford County Schools has de-
clining student enrollment and
millions of unallocated corona-
virus relief funds. Certainly, the
school board could have used part
of its $219.6 million in unspent
federal relief funding and the un-
spent portion of the $300 mil-
lion bond approved in 2020 to
address short-term capital needs.
District enrollment projections
could have informed a realistic
capital plan that would have ad-
dressed long-term needs while
placing a much lighter burden on
county taxpayers.

Unfortunately, the Guilford
bond referendum outcome will
motivate elected officials else-
where to ask voters to approve
new debt for school facilities. It
also will inform their pitch. In the
fall, county commissions seeking
voter approval for school bonds
likely will propose paying for the
debt with property tax increas-
es, recognizing that an elector-
ate battered by the Biden econo-
my has little appetite for sales tax
increases. If economic conditions
deteriorate further, they may op-
pose future school bond referenda
with the same fervor.

www.carolinajournal.com

Telehealth genie has escaped. its bottle

JOHN HOOD
CONTRIBUTOR

Before the onset of COVID-19
in early 2020, patients who pre-
ferred to obtain medical services
through video chats or phone calls
were unlikely to be reimbursed
for those expenses. Medicare, for
example, covered telehealth vis-
its only for patients in remote ru-
ral areas and only if they jour-
neyed to some other institution —
a doctor’s office, say, or a clinic —
in order to consult with a provider
based elsewhere. Other third-par-
ty payers followed similar proto-
cols.

The pandemic loosened these
constraints, for a time. Private in-

surers expanded coverage to in-
clude many more telehealth ser-
vices. The federal government ad-
opted temporary rules to allow
its programs more latitude, as
well. In March, Congress enact-
ed a budget bill that, among oth-
er things, extended Medicare’s
broader coverage of telehealth for
a few more months.

Why not make the status quo
permanent? I think we ought to,
although I grant that the issue
isn’t a simple one. There are plau-
sible objections that deserve care-
ful consideration.

For example, some policymak-
ers believe reimbursing patients
to “see” providers from home rath-
er than going to medical clinics
or physician offices will result in
worse health outcomes. Some ser-
vices can only be delivered effec-

tively in person, they argue, which
is clearly true. In addition, while
being examined, patients who
come in for one condition or pro-
cedure may exhibit signs of some-
thing else that requires immediate
attention — something that may
not be detected in a video chat or
telephone call. And as far as the
already exorbitant cost of medi-
cal care is concerned, some poli-
cymakers worry that expanded ac-
cess to telemedicine will make it
easier for patients to consume ser-
vices of little incremental value,
thus increasing revenue to provid-
ers without any noticeable gain in
outcomes.

These objections are practical
ones, not philosophical ones. Pret-
ty much everyone grants that tele-
health has the potential to lower
costs and improve the patient ex-

perience.

So, does the practice of tele-
health deliver on that potential?
Real-world experience during the
pandemic looks promising to me.
In a new research paper jointly
published by the Progressive Pol-
icy Institute and Americans for
Prosperity, researchers found big
cost savings. Before COVID, only
134,000 Medicare patients were
receiving weekly care via tele-
health. After the reimbursement
policy was temporarily broadened,
that number shot up to an as-
tounding 10.1 million.

“Between January 2020 and
February 2021, the average tele-
health patients’ health care ex-
penses fell 61%, from $1,099 per
month to $425 per month,” the
authors found. “Furthermore,
telehealth patients purchased few-

er in-person health care services
such as emergency care during
this time period. This suggests vir-
tual care improves patient health
and allows individuals to purchase
fewer expensive procedures.”

Other research suggests sim-
ilar benefits. A March 2022 pa-
per in the journal Pain Manage-
ment Nursing found that offer-
ing telehealth to veterans result-
ed in a gigantic 83% reduction in
missed doctor visits, which like-
ly had salutary effects on both cost
and health outcomes.

In surveys, most patients re-
ceiving virtual care report high
levels of satisfaction. Let’s face
it: The telehealth genie will nev-
er be crammed back into its pre-
COVID bottle. Time to give it
more explicit — and lasting — in-
structions.
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It’s time to end offshore drilling bans

DONALD BRYSON | 25
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mericans are experiencing
Azomething beyond a gen-
rational energy crunch,
but lawmakers of both parties are
either apathetic or too frightened
of the environmental left to do
anything to help.

Just two years ago, in the
wake of COVID-19 and a tumul-
tuous election year, Democrats
and Republicans betrayed Ameri-
ca's working class through ill-con-
ceived energy policies. It's past
time to reverse that betrayal.

In 2019, the U.S. House passed
a series of bills banning offshore
energy development, a signifi-
cant source of employment for
blue-collar Americans. Fueled by
environmental fervor, these law-
makers were willing to sacrifice
opportunities for their most im-
portant constituents.

Up to 90 billion barrels of oil
and 328 trillion cubic feet of gas
could be buried beneath federally
owned sections of the ocean floor.
Ideally, energy companies would
lease these submerged lands from
the government and extract this
bounty. That's enough oil and
natural gas to power the United
States for over a decade.

Unfortunately, the Obama ad-
ministration outlawed energy de-
velopment in more than 90% of
federal offshore territories. This
policy prevents companies from
accessing energy riches in the Arc-
tic, Pacific, and Atlantic oceans —
as well as the Gulf of Mexico.

Offshore drilling is getting safer by the year. And energy development is
tightly regulated to protect the environment.

Soon after taking office, Presi-
dent Trump vowed to lift this ban
and revamp offshore energy pro-
duction. However, in September
2020, Trump crafted a morato-
rium on drilling off the coasts of
Florida, Georgia, and South Caro-
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lina until 2032. A few weeks later,
he extended that ban to include
North Carolina and Virginia.
These policies deny work-
ing-class Americans prime em-
ployment opportunities. Jobs in
the offshore sector often don't re-

The Life and Death of
‘America’s First Spy

quire a college degree, are large-
ly immune to outsourcing, and
pay an average salary north of
$75,000.

Even under existing federal
constraints, offshore development
supports 300,000 jobs. Open-
ing offshore territory would create
hundreds of thousands of addi-
tional jobs over the next 20 years.

Still, the D.C. elite, includ-
ing Democrats and Republicans,
claim it's an environmental im-
perative to ban offshore drilling.
Rep. Joe Cunningham, D-South
Carolina, current Palmetto State
gubernatorial candidate and lead
sponsor of one of the bills, said
that offshore drilling would "ru-
in our vibrant natural resources.”
Beto O'Rourke, former congress-
man and current Texas guberna-
torial candidate, told a crowd that
"offshore drilling threatens the lo-
cal wildlife."

These concerns are unwarrant-
ed. Offshore drilling is getting saf-
er by the year. And energy devel-
opment is tightly regulated to pro-
tect the environment.

Every rig employs at least one
"species observer" who is empow-
ered to stop development if ma-
rine animals come too close to op-
erations.

And while the environmental
left, and Republican leaders that
cave to them, are getting the va-
pors about environmental con-
cerns, none of them is making
a peep about the havoc offshore
wind installations are wreaking
on ocean ecosystems.

In April, an article in the Jour-
nal of Marine Science and Engi-
neering found that the electro-
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magnetic field created by wind
farm cables creates deformi-
ties in lobsters and crabs, render-
ing them unable to swim. And in
Massachusetts, there are accusa-
tions that the wind energy indus-
try is making donations to envi-
ronmental groups that raise se-
rious questions about the abili-
ty of those groups to analyze the
impacts of offshore wind on right
whales, one of the world's most
endangered whale species.
Additionally, this anti-offshore
drilling ban will likely damage the
environment by choking off fund-
ing for a critical federal conserva-
tion program. A slice of tax rev-
enue from offshore operations is
earmarked for the Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund, which
helps finance environmental pres-
ervation and national parks. Off-
shore operations contribute $900
million to this fund every year.
Actions speak louder than
words. By moving legislation or
signing an executive order to ban
offshore exploration and drilling,
Washington has shown that they
aren't serious about improving the
lives of the working class. They
wouldn't pursue policies that
make it harder for Americans to
find good, stable jobs if they were.
As energy prices contin-
ue to skyrocket and the month-
ly budgets of American fami-
lies are squeezed, it would be nice
to know that someone in Wash-
ington is interested in helping to
keep the lights on and groceries
on the table. Unfortunately, both
parties are too interested in the
next news cycle to worry about
governing.
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EFINATL,
VICTORY

ULYSSES 5. GRANT'S HEROID LAST YEAR

CHARLES BRACELEN FLOOD

ROBERT KENNEDY:
HIS LIFE

Evan Thomas

Evan Thomas is a gifted
writer who captures the nu-
ances of Robert F. Kenne-
dy. If you're looking for a
balanced look at a soul who
was haunted by his broth-
er’s assassination and —
at times — became disillu-
sioned by the government
solutions to poverty, this is
a good read.

Thomas could be criticized
for some of his psycho-
analysis of Kennedy, but it
works to enlighten the read-
er at every turn. Kennedy'’s
“Day of Affirmation” ad-
dress in South Africa is one
of the great defenses of the
free society, and Thomas
highlights that well in this
account.

JOHN HANCOCK

Harlow Giles Unger

One of the wealthiest men
in the American colonies,
Hancock offered up much
of his fortune for the rev-
olution. He despised En-
glish taxes, declaring, “The
Crown has no right to put
their hands in my pocket.”
Hancock used his wealth to
support charities and wid-
ows, too. John Adams, who
was often a political rival,
said that Hancock personi-
fied generosity better than
any man. Known for his sig-
nature and as the former
president of the Second
Continental Congress, Han-
cock spent much of his en-
ergy heroically toiling for the
war effort even during the
darkest days for American
Independence.

NATHAN HALE
M. William Phelps

Many Americans know Na-
than Hale's famous quote:
“l only regret that | have but
one life to lose for my coun-
try.” Phelps, to his credit,
crafts a narrative that offers
arich story beyond Hale’s
patriotic and courageous
quip before his execution.
At only 21, Hale was hung
as a spy trying to help the
American cause, but Phelps
notes he had all the quali-
ties to be a hero even if he
had simply died of old age.

HAGUE i

WILLIAM PITT THE

YOUNGER
William Hague

At 24, William Pitt the
Younger (1759-1806) is still
the youngest prime minis-
ter ever of Great Britain and
Ireland. William Hague, who
also wrote an exceptional
biography of William Wilber-
force, is the former Conser-
vative leader of Parliament
(1997-2001) so his political
knowledge and experience
adds to the story.

Pitt deftly led the Brit-

ish Empire through King
George’s madness and the
instability of the French
Revolution and a Europe-
an war. Pitt’s rivalry with
Charles James Fox is one
of the great political friend-
ships and then clashes of
all time. This book is not on-
ly a great biography but an
amazing tutorial in British
history.

GRANT’S FINAL VICTORY

Charles Bracelin Flood

There are few more hero-
ic moments than Ulysses S.
Grant’s race to publish his
wartime memoirs after bad
investment schemes bank-
rupted his family. Grant,
who smoked 20-25 ci-

gars a day, was dying of
throat cancer, and comple-
tion of his memoirs allowed
for his wife to live her fi-

nal years very comfortably.
Mark Twain agreed to give
75% of the profit to his wid-
ow. Grant’s work was a huge
success, and nobody tells
the story better than Flood.

Grant suffered while he
wrote, and, at times, old
Union soldiers would walk
by his residence as he
worked on his porch and of-
fer up encouragement and
old war whoops. He died
three days after completing
his account. This story ex-
plains why Grant was one
of the most admired men of
the 19th century.
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UNC prq;ect needs realistic goals

Af?

bout a million North Car-

A;)linhm have spent some
ime in college but left

without obtaining a degree. Pol-
icymakers at the University of
North Carolina System and the
General Assembly see these non-
completers as an enormous op-
portunity, an untapped resource
of potential professionals, leaders,
and entrepreneurs. Policymakers
also see out-of-state institutions
scrambling to help those noncom-
pleters get degrees. Right now,
UNC schools serve about half of
the North Carolinians taking on-
line courses.

That’s why the UNC System
secured $97 million from the state
to launch a new endeavor, Proj-
ect Kitty Hawk. “To make North
Carolina competitive,” CEO Wil
Zemp told Triangle Business Jour-
nal, “we have to very quickly set
up a capability that can up-skill,
re-skill, or skill working adults
that are either not being served

The "70s

continued from PAGE 2

JOHN HOOD
CONTRIBUTOR

sion narrative and handed it
to an eager press that nev-
er bothered to confirm it.
The fake news was reported
as true. The campaign also
peddled it to the FBI, pro-
viding cover for media to
keep reporting it as if it was
legitimate.

The Wall Street Journal
editorial board opined the
fake Russian collusion sto-
ry “disgraced the FBI, hu-
miliated the press, and sent
the country on a three-year
investigation to nowhere.
Vladimir Putin never came
close to doing as much dis-
information damage.”

I doubt Americans will
see much, if any, justice for
what’s been done to them.
The media won’t come
clean. It’s unlikely Clinton
will be held accountable in
any serious way. Washing-
ton, D.C., lacks the polit-
ical will to clean house at
the FBI and CIA. It proves
that for some, the end jus-
tifies a by-any-means-nec-
essary method of operation.
No wonder Americans have

Primaries

continued from PAGE 2

Chuck Edwards, with a less-con-
spicuous persona but solid legisla-
tive skill set, even if he doesn’t have
Cawthorn’s back story and Trump
endorsement. Like Foushee, Ed-
wards had backing from his state
party's leaders.

N.C. voters on both sides of the
aisle think for themselves. They
are paying attention to policy. They
care about the economy, education,
and candidates’ voting history.

North Carolina is a prize for ei-
ther party, and both have their eyes
on us. It won’t be cheap. The race
between the GOP’s nominee, Con-

so little regard for or faith
in elite institutions.

As for the economy,
turn on any cable news out-
let. You'll probably find an
economist making compar-
isons between current eco-
nomic conditions and those
of the 1970s. Baby Boomers

The UNC System secured $97 million to launch Project Kitty Hawk to
"up-skill, re-skill, or skill working adults"

or don’t have services available to
them.

That makes sense, but I hope
he and other officials have set re-
alistic goals. The vast majority of

gressman Ted Budd, and the Dem-
ocrats’ Cheri Beasley is expected to
be one of the most expensive Sen-
ate races ever.

Gov. Roy Cooper is calling for
financial support for Beasley to
flood into the state, but not on-
ly to win a U.S. Senate seat for the
Democrats after 14 years of losses.
He needs it for Democrats in the
General Assembly too.

“I know what it takes to win in
North Carolina, and Cheri Beas-
ley can do it. With everything on
the line this year, we need to leave
it all on the field for her from the
national party on down to the local
level,” Cooper recently told Politico.

If the national Democrats pour
money into North Carolina to drive
turnout for Beasley, it helps Dem-
ocrats running for the state legis-

remember all too well the
wretched economy, stagfla-
tion, and its descriptive da-
ta point — the misery in-
dex. There’s real fear that
70s-style stagflation will
rear its ugly head soon.
Stagflation is the combi-
nation of persistent high in-

those who exit higher education
without a degree will never earn
one. Some left after discovering
they didn’t enjoy or weren’t pre-
pared to succeed in college-lev-

ic growth.

lature and could prevent Republi-
cans from regaining a super-ma-
jority.

However, with an anti-Biden
Republican wave predicted, Dem-
ocrats at the national level could
be in triage mode, focused on pro-
tecting their incumbents but leav-
ing newcomers like Beasley short-
changed.

Money talks, but it doesn’t say
everything.

The lesson of May 17 is that
policy matters too. Issues like col-
lege debt forgiveness are proving to
be a dud for Democrats, especially
as inflation soars.

Just 13% of Americans have
college debt. One quarter of those
people went to graduate school,
but they account for half of the
outstanding student loan debt.

flation and unemployment,
coupled with slow econom-

Larry Summers, former
treasury secretary for Presi-
dent Clinton, wrote recent-
ly, "The Fed’s current poli-
cy trajectory is likely to lead
to stagflation, with aver-

el courses. Others left for finan-
cial or personal reasons, then built
careers and lives w1thout a cre-
dential, and no longer deem it
worth the time or expense to ac-
quire one.

Don’t take my word for any of
this. Just look at the available evi-
dence, as Triangle Business Jour-
nal did for a recent cover story. In
California, state leaders created an
online community college to help
working adults finish their de-
grees. Over the first two years, on-
ly 12 of 904 enrollees completed
enough courses to graduate.

Consider also the findings of a
study of 200,000 Virginians who
left community college without
obtaining degrees. After screening
for academic performance and oc-
cupation, the researchers conclud-
ed that only 3% “could reasonably
expect a sizeable earnings premi-
um from completing their degree.”
In other words, on strictly eco-
nomic grounds, it would be diffi-
cult to convince the vast majority
to return.

This issue reflects the age-old
conflict between two old-age max-
ims: “he who hesitates is lost” and
“look before your leap.”

Amy 0. Cooke on the Russian collusion story: "It’s unlikely Clinton will be held accountable in any serious way. Washing-
ton, D.C., lacks the political will to clean house at the FBI and CIA."

recession.”

Democrats’ focus on this issue
not only draws few voters, but it al-
so reinforces the reputation that
Paul Begala, a former adviser to
President Bill Clinton, described;
in one generation, the Democratic
Party has migrated from the facto-
ry floor to the faculty lounge.

With misguided policy fo-
cus, surging inflation, widespread
shortages, foreign policy crises,
and runaway spending, Republi-
cans should be in the proverbial
catbird seat.

However, there could be trou-
ble ahead.

N.C. Republicans are consid-
ering massively expanding gov-
ernment-run health care in
North Carolina by adding more
than 500,000 people to an al-
ready-overburdened and under-

age unemployment and in-
flation both averaging over
5% over the next few years
— and ultimately to a major

One indicator econo-
mists watch is the price of
oil. In the "70s, the OPEC
oil embargo on shipments

Applying the first maxim, pro-
ponents of Project Kitty Hawk ar-
gue that if the UNC System fails
to respond boldly and creatively
here, it will lose potential enroll-
ment and revenue to competitors
while leaving North Carolina with
a weaker pool of college-educat-
ed talent to fuel the state’s future
growth. The second maxim re-
minds us, however, that good in-
tentions aren’t enough.

I wish university leaders had
engaged in more extensive public
debate about Project Kitty Hawk
before it secured the seed money.
Still, the initial outlay is relative-
ly small, and UNC has recruited
experienced hands to the project
who seem to be focused on adult
learners for whom a degree is like-
ly to have large financial returns.

Good. University education
shouldn’t be solely, or even most-
ly, about vocational training. But
if what a working adult really de-
sires is to read great books, ex-
plore great ideas, or appreciate
great art, our modern world offers
many options. UNC doesn’t need
to build a new platform to satis-
fy those desires. Fortunately, its
leaders seem to recognize that.

to the United States result-
ed in high prices, long gas
lines, and rationing. High
crude oil prices helped push
inflation to over 14%. To
fight the “Great Inflation,”
the Federal Reserve hiked
interest rates to a record
20% in December 1980.

Today, inflation is near-
ly 8%. Last time I went to
the grocery store, butter
was $7.49 a pound and half
a loaf of bakery bread was
$3.99. Shelves are bare, es-
pecially if youre searching
for baby formula.

Taken together, Pres-
ident Biden’s reversal of
President Trump’s energy
independence doctrine and
war in Ukraine have sent
crude prices soaring. Ac-
cording to AAA, the average
price nationally for a gal-
lon of gas was a record high
$4.59 a gallon on May 20.
J.P. Morgan analysts predict
we'll see a national average
of over $6 before the end of
summer. It was $3.04 one
year ago.

If what economists like
Larry Summers are pre-
dicting comes to fruition,
Americans are right to be
worried. We're in for some
pain that won’t be resolved
in a 30-minute TV show.

AP POOL

staffed state Medicaid system.

There are provisions in the bill
that they say will remove or update
regulations to increase access, a
huge obstacle for anyone on a gov-
ernment entitlement program.

Unless the number of providers
and the number of people they can
serve grows, a Medicaid card is on-
ly worth the paper it’s printed on.

People will simply not be able
to get an appointment and not be
able to get care.

Republicans must decide if
they going to be problem solvers,
or problem creators. Are they tru-
ly the party of smaller government,
healthy competition in industry,
and free-market principles?

The stakes are high; they risk
snatching defeat from the jaws of
victory in 2022 and 2024.
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SCENES
FROM
THE SAVE
AMERICA
RALLY

Just weeks before North
Carolina's 2022 primary
election, former President
Donald Trump held a Save
America rally in Selma

that drew thousands of
supporters. People camped
out starting the night before
to get into the gates. Trump
endorsees Rep. Ted Budd,
Rep. Madison Cawthorn, and
NC-13 candidate Bo Hines
spoke to the crowd, along
with current Lt. Gov. Mark
Robinson. Cawthorn lost his
primary to state Sen. Chuck
Edwards on May 17. Hines
and Budd went on to win
their primaries and will be
on the Nov. 8, 2022 general
election ballot.

Photos by Tim Robbins

AMERICA!

TEXT RALLY TO 88022

FLECTION INTEGRITY




