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NCGOP convention draws 
big names and crowds

continued PAGE 10

Carolina Journal’s weekly recap                                                                   
of major developments in state 
politics and public policy.

THURSDAYS @ 7:30PM @CarolinaJournalNC

BY BRENEE GOFORTH 

AND ZACH ROUNCEVILLE 

North Carolina Republicans 
gathered in Greensboro 
June 8-11 for the 2023 

NCGOP Convention to elect a 
party chairman and to hear from 
frontrunners in the Republi-

can primary race for president in 
2024. Current Chairman Michael 
Whatley was re-elected to lead 
the party in an election year when 
the state is expected to play a piv-
otal role in Republican efforts to 
take back the White House. 

In a recent Civitas Poll of N.C. 
voters, former President Donald 
Trump led with 55% of Republican 

primary voters, Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis polled in second place 
with 22% of the vote, and former 
Vice President Mike Pence polled 
at 8%. 

Just more than 20% of respon-
dents in the poll said they were un-
decided in the primary race.  

DeSantis was the only candidate 
to outperform incumbent President 

Joe Biden in an earlier Civitas sur-
vey. 

The poll had DeSantis pulling 
ahead of Biden narrowly, with only 
a 0.7% lead. 

Also in the poll, but not at the 
NCGOP Convention, former South 
Carolina Governor Nikki Haley 
polled at 5% among N.C. Repub-
lican primary voters and U.S. Sen. 

Tim Scott, R-SC, polled at 1%. 

Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis 

First up, DeSantis spoke to par-
ty faithful with remarks that ran 
like a list of conservative accom-
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Attendees gather at the 2023 NCGOP convention in Greensboro, held June 8-11. 
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The symmetry of the North 
Carolina legislative build-
ing seems calm on the 

outside, with the squared-off 
front and roof angles pitching 
perfectly against one anoth-
er in four angular domes. The 
state seal in the entryway floor 
welcomes visitors and punc-
tuates the massive red carpet-
ed stairs just inside the brass 
doors. Once inside, though, 
the soaring entry and traver-
tine-tiled hallways give way to 
four garden courtyards, each 
looking almost identical.

Newcomers wander a con-
fusing maze of identical squares 
and halls, reaching the end on-
ly to realize they took the wrong 
one.

The building's simplicity is 
deceiving, and it can take years 
to navigate confidently. It's sym-
bolic of the legislature itself.

The state Legislative Build-
ing turns 60 this year. Complet-
ed in 1963 on Jones Street, the 
"People's House" was designed 
by architect Edward Durrell 
Stone. While it has an unmis-
takable 1960s vibe, it still looks 
modern. Stone designed open 
mezzanines and courtyards for 
people to gather just outside the 

elected members' offices. The 
only round area, the rotunda be-
tween the House and Senate 
chambers, is filled with natural 
light with space for quiet nego-
tiations, quick chats, and some-
times loud protests.

This building has been a 
constant in my professional life, 
as it has for many other North 
Carolinians, and the relation-
ships I've built there on both 
sides of the aisle have helped 
shape me.

As a 17-year-old page from 
Broughton High School, spon-
sored by Rep. Casper Holroyd 
of Wake County, I spent much 
of my time there delivering pa-
pers and coffee up and down the 
wrong hallways. I always looked 
for the big brass chamber doors 
to know where I was. In college, 
I worked as a reporter from the 
basement studio beside the caf-
eteria, cranking out short news 
stories for UNC-TV's “Stateline.”

My late mother-in-law 
worked in the House Principal 
Clerk's office for years. As tod-
dlers, my kids loved to visit her 
at work, their little shoes slap-
ping those tile floors and eat-
ing homemade banana pudding 
in the cafeteria. The wonderful 
people working in that famil-
iar haven of comfort food always 
acted as if they knew them, even 

Navigating the 
Legislative Building

FROM THE DESK

Remember the old Master-
card commercials? 

Flight from Raleigh to 
Las Vegas: $700 

Tickets to Rod Stewart: $300 
An invitation to spend the 

weekend with my son and 
daughter-in-law: Priceless. 

My son called a couple of 
months ago asking if my hus-
band and I wanted to join him 
and his wife in Las Vegas to see 
Rod Stewart. We couldn’t say yes 
fast enough. I didn’t care what 
it cost.  

My son and daughter-in-law 
live in Grand Junction, Colorado, 
near the Utah border. During the 
first two years of COVID, I could 
count on one hand the num-
ber of times I physically touched 
them. The same is true for my 
two beautiful daughters. Despite 
all the precautions, we all end-
ed up getting COVID. Like when 
my kids were little, I nursed my 

youngest daughter through it one 
Christmas.  

Some people struggle through 
“long COVID,” which the Centers 
for Disease Control describes as 
lingering symptoms that may in-
clude fatigue, cough, shortness of 
breath, depression, anxiety, ver-
tigo, and more. It’s real. My long 
COVID is different. It’s the re-
lentless heartache of physical 
separation from my family.  

As a single working mom 
with sole custody of my children, 
I always negotiated my calendar 
first. When they were in school, 
it meant limited travel, being 
home for dinner, and leaving ear-
ly to attend school activities or 
sporting events. If they were sick, 
I stayed home. I was there.  

Remembering the good old 
pre-COVID days — December 
2019 — when I accepted the offer 
to be the CEO of the John Locke 
Foundation, the world was a sim-
pler place. The economy was 
booming, and COVID-19 hadn’t 
entered our lexicon. Travel was 
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NOTEWORTHY

BY DAVID BASS

In a hypothetical match-
up for governor in 2024, Lt. 
Gov. Mark Robinson is the 

only declared Republican can-
didate who leads Democrat Josh 
Stein, the current attorney gen-
eral. Robinson would take 42% 
of the vote to Stein’s 41%, ac-
cording to a Civitas Poll released 
May 25. The difference is well 
within the poll’s margin of error.

The other two Republican can-
didates who have declared for 
governor perform more poorly 
against Stein. State Treasurer Dale 
Folwell would lose 34% to 39%, 
while former congressman Mark 
Walker would secure 37% of the 
vote to Stein’s 39%.

The poll did reveal that a note-
worthy percentage of the likely 
2024 electorate remains undecid-
ed about the candidates.

Robinson announced his bid 
for the GOP gubernatorial nom-
ination April 22, while Fol-
well threw his hat into the ring a 
month earlier. Walker entered the 
primary May 20. On the Demo-
crat side, Stein is the only declared 
candidate.

“The race for the governor’s 
seat is a tight one so far,” said John 
Locke Foundation President Don-

ald Bryson. “But with so many un-
decided voters, there is definite-
ly room for candidates to gain 
ground by making a compelling 
case to the people of North Caroli-

Robinson top performer against Stein 
in new poll of NC governor’s race

na. The calculus could also change 
if another Democrat throws their 
hat in the ring.”

The Civitas Poll also revealed 
that pessimism surrounding the 

direction of the country reached a 
new recent high, with 77% saying 
the United States is on the wrong 
track and just 16% saying right 

track. That marks the highest level 
of dissatisfaction recorded in the 
Civitas Poll since President Biden 
took office.

Biden’s approval rating reached 
a nadir of 32% — also the lowest 
point recorded by the Civitas Poll 
— with 57% disapproving. Gov. 
Roy Cooper remains in the green 
on his approval rating, with 44% 
approving, 38% disapproving, and 
13% neither approving nor disap-
proving.

A national push on the part 
of Democrats to lambast Repub-
licans for a new pro-life law that 
creates additional abortion re-
strictions doesn’t appear to have 
translated to hurting the GOP 
on the generic ballot. In fact, the 
GOP has shored up its advantage. 
Forty-seven percent would choose 
a generic Republican in a race for 
the General Assembly, while 40% 
would pick a Democrat. In Au-
gust, those numbers were tighter 
at 47% and 44%, respectively.

In a hypothetical generic con-
gressional race, Republicans 
maintained a smaller lead, with 
46% of voters favoring them and 
42% favoring Democrats.

The poll was conducted May 21-23 
and surveyed 610 likely general 
election voters.

BY THERESA OPEKA

VinFast, a Vietnamese-
based electric vehicle 
maker awarded an 

incentive package by North 
Carolina and Chatham County 
to build a $4 billion EV 
production plant in Moncure, 
has not had a great track record, 
prompting worries about its 
viability and if the plant will be 
built at all.

VinFast’s recall of all 999 VF8 
2023 vehicles distributed in the 
United States, due to safety con-
cerns, is the latest in a series of 
mishaps for the company found-
ed in 2017. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration is-
sued the recall due to a malfunc-
tioning head-unit display. A soft-
ware error caused the display to 
go blank while driving, increas-
ing the chances of a crash. The er-
ror was talked about in-depth in 
many critical reviews in the past 
month.

“In any other vehicle, this 
wouldn’t be a big deal,” according 
to jalopnik.com. “But in a VF8, 
as with most other EVs, the main 
display not only shows vital vehi-
cle information, it’s the only dis-
play in the whole vehicle.” That 
includes the speedometer and 
warning lights.

This isn’t the first recall for the 
VF8. According to Insideevs.com, 
2,781 VF8 SUVs sold in Vietnam 

were recalled over an issue with 
the front brakes. The article said 
that VinFast would also check for 
the issue in all vehicles being sent 
to the United States.

The NHTSA said the problem 
had been documented 18 times 
but estimated 1,263 VF8s were af-
fected, with 999 potentially deal-
ing with the issue, including 153 
fleet vehicles and 111 in customer 
vehicles. VinFast has possession 
of the remaining vehicles.

The company is said to be fix-
ing the issue with an over-the-
air update to fix the glitch, free 
of charge, and was scheduled to 
notify owners through the mail 
starting May 29.

Reviews of the vehicle sparked 
words like “abysmal,” “very, very 
bad,” “yikes,” “simply unaccept-
able,” and “return to sender.” The 
reviews came from sources like 
the highly respected MotorTrend, 
which said VinFast had the right 

idea, but the VF8 is nowhere near 
ready for customer deliveries that 
are already taking place. 

“Put the VF8 in reverse to 
back out of a spot, and the whole 
car shudders violently,” said Mo-
torTrend writer Scott Evans, de-
scribing other issues with the ve-
hicle. “The parking brake doesn’t 
release until you step on the ac-
celerator, and once you do, there’s 
no hold function, so you’d bet-
ter keep Creep mode engaged so 

it’s always sending power to the 
motors. Disable Creep, and the 
car will roll away in gear. I nearly 
rolled backward into another car 
at an intersection like someone 
learning to drive stick.”

Evans also said, while adap-
tive cruise control and lane-cen-
tering steering assist work well, 
there are no apparent safeguards, 
and can be activated on any road 
at any time.

Road & Track says, “Over 
a 90-minute drive, the 
5,600-pound SUV never stopped 
bobbing, swaying, and buck-
ing, producing near-constant 
head-tossing motions.” The site’s 
test driver “became car sick for 
the first time in years” riding in 
the passenger’s seat.

In addition to the bad reviews, 
questions are being raised about 
the company having enough mon-
ey to operate in the United States.

According to a December fil-
ing with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission, VinFast 
lost $1.3 billion in 2021 and close 
to $1.5 billion in the first three 
quarters of 2022.

The company recently an-
nounced that it would merge with 
special-purpose-acquisition com-
pany Black Spade Acquisition 
Company, allowing it to go pub-
lic through a stock offering in the 

 Despite hype, electric car 
company VinFast hits rocky road

continued PAGE 7

The race for the 
governor's seat 
is a tight one so 
far. But with so 
many undecided 
voters, there is 
definitely room for 
candidates to gain 
ground by making 
a compelling case 
to the people of 
North Carolina. The 
calculus could also 
change if another 
Democrat throws 
their hat in the 
ring. 

- John Locke Foundation 
President,

Donald Bryson,

This image of a VinFast VF8 is from company promotional material.
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Medical marijuana on the move in NC House

Sens. Paul Low, D-Forsyth, and Bill Rabon, R-Brunswick, discuss Senate Bill 3 in committee.
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It’s a real stretch, 
in my opinion, to 
conclude that 37 
elected state senators, 
representing 
approximately three-
quarters of the people 
of North Carolina, 
would support a state 
budget that creates a 
State of Emergency in 
public education

- Senate Leader
Phil Berger,

R-Rockingham

Senate Leader Phil Berger delivers "The Rest of the Story" after Gov. Roy Cooper declared an education 
emergency.

Berger delivers 'scathing roast' of 
Cooper's emergency declaration

ALEX BALTZEGAR

Gov. Roy Cooper recently 
spoke about his emergen-
cy declaration over a school 

choice bill at an event hosted by 
the North Carolina Association of 
County Commissioners. Senate 
Leader Phil Berger, R-Rocking-
ham, followed Cooper's speech by 
delivering what one person in at-
tendance called "a scathing roast" 
of Cooper's comments.

After Cooper left the stage, 
Berger was introduced before de-
livering his remarks. 

"I don't know if many of you 
are old enough to remember Paul 
Harvey. Paul Harvey had a show 
called ‘The Rest of the Story.’ So 
I’m here to give you ... the rest of 
the story," Berger said to applause.

"Over the next two years, the 
final budget will appropriate 
over $23 billion for K-12 public 
schools," Berger said. "That is the 
most in state history."

Earlier in the week, Cooper 
said, "The Republican legislature 
is aiming to choke the life out of 
public education" during his state 
of emergency address.

Berger said the Senate's pro-
posed budget raises starting teach-
er pay by more than 10%.

Additionally, Berger said the 
budget also brings average teach-
er pay to nearly $60,000 a year, 
which is roughly on par with the 
average household income in 
North Carolina.

Cooper has been advocating 
against a bill to expand the Op-

portunity Scholarship Program to 
all North Carolina students, with 
more scholarship money for K-12 
children with lower household in-
comes. 

To describe the bill, Repub-
lican lawmakers have used the 
phrase "backpack funding," 
which means that the money fol-
lows the student rather than be-
ing funneled through government 
schools. 

"We believe no one is in a bet-
ter position than parents to decide 
what is right for their kids," Berg-
er said. 

Berger continued, taking a shot 
at Cooper's remarks.

"Education has been, and will 
continue to be, the largest part of 
our state budget, so anyone that 
tells you that education is being 
shortchanged, or that education is 
not getting dollars that are need-

ed, is not being straight with you," 
Berger said. 

In his emergency declaration, 
Cooper said the legislature's bud-
get "drops an atomic bomb on 
public education." 

"Last week, the Senate passed 
its budget backed by Republi-
cans and Democrats," Berger said. 
"The vote on the Senate version of 
the budget was 37 in favor, 12 op-
posed. Now, I’ve been in the leg-

islature for a while. That doesn’t 
happen all the time."

Berger was referring to seven 
out of 20 Senate Democrats voting 
for the Senate's budget proposal, 
in addition to all Republicans. 

"It’s a real stretch, in my opin-
ion, to conclude that 37 elected 
state senators, representing ap-
proximately three-quarters of the 
people of North Carolina, would 
support a state budget that creates 
a state of emergency in public ed-
ucation,” Berger said, referring to 
Cooper. 

The audience applauded. 
"Such hyperbole has no place 

in our public discourse," Berg-
er said. 

ALEX BALTZEGAR

For the first time, a North 
Carolina House committee 
heard a bill, Senate Bill 3, 

to legalize marijuana use for cer-
tain medical reasons. The House 
Health Committee did not hold a 
vote on S.B. 3 but discussed the 
bill for about 30 minutes. 

Earlier this year, the bill 
passed the Senate by a vote of 36 
to 10. 

      Background
In the 2021-22 legislative ses-

sion, the Senate passed a similar 
bill, but the legislation did not 
receive a committee hearing in 
the House, much less make it to 
the floor for a vote. 

The bill is sponsored by the 
Senate’s second-most pow-
erful lawmaker, Sen. Bill Ra-
bon, R-Brunswick. Rabon is the 
chairman of the Senate Rules 
Committee. 

“Sen. Rabon has been the 
driving force on the medi-
cal marijuana bill that passed 
the Senate last time and did 
not pass the House,” said Sen-
ate Leader Phil Berger, R-Rock-
ingham. “I think time will help, 
and we’ll see whether or not this 

session is the right time. I think 
it’s the right thing for us to do. 
My thought is that the bill that 
passed the Senate last time was 
well-constructed and addressed 
a lot of the concerns that peo-
ple have.”

There were 10 Republicans 
who opposed S.B. 3 in the Sen-
ate. All Democrats supported 
the bill.

S.B. 3, dubbed “The Compas-
sionate Care Act” by bill spon-
sors, has been a key negotiat-

ing tool for the House. Rabon 
has reportedly prevented ma-
ny House bills from clearing his 
committee because the House 
refused to move S.B. 3. 

With S.B. 3 receiving a hear-
ing in the House, some House 

priorities may advance from the 
Senate Rules Committee to the 
Senate floor in return. 

   House Health 
Committee debate
Rabon introduced the bill 

to the House Health Commit-
tee and answered questions 
from representatives. Rep. Larry 
Potts, R-Davidson, presided over 
the meeting. 

“I think it’s important for 
people to understand what this 
bill does and what it does not 
do,” Rabon said. “It is not in-
tended to change current civil or 
criminal laws governing the use 
of cannabis for non-medical pur-
poses.”

Rabon emphasized that the 
bill’s intent is to keep medical 
marijuana highly regulated and 
focused on defined debilitating 
illnesses. 

“The purpose of the bill is 
to allow tightly regulated use of 
medical cannabis only for those 
with debilitating illnesses,” Ra-
bon said. “Suppliers are banned 
from most forms of advertising, 
including advertising that might 
appeal to minors.”
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ALEX BALTZEGAR

Both chambers of the North 
Carolina state legislature 
voted to override Gov. Roy 

Cooper’s veto of Senate Bill 20, 
“Care for Women, Children, and 
Families Act,” which restricts elec-
tive abortions after 12 weeks of fe-
tal development. 

The vote was along party lines, 
with all Republicans in both cham-
bers voting to override the veto 
while all Democrats voted to up-
hold Cooper’s veto. 

The House voted 72-48 and 
the Senate voted 30-20 to over-
ride Cooper’s veto.

Legislators in both chambers 
often miss votes for various rea-
sons, but no one was absent on 
the day of the override votes.

Senate Bill 20 changes
S.B. 20 makes the following 

changes to North Carolina’s abor-
tion laws:

• Limit elective abortions in the 
second and third trimesters

• Establish an exception for 
rape and incest through 20 
weeks

• Establish an exception for 
fetal life-limiting anomalies 
through 24 weeks

The bill maintains an excep-
tion to save the life of the mother 
through the duration of her preg-
nancy.

Sens. Joyce Krawiec, R-For-
syth, Lisa Barnes, R-Nash, Amy 
Galey, R-Alamance, and Vickie 
Sawyer, R-Iredell, released the fol-
lowing statement on the override: 

“This is a monumental mo-
ment for women, children, and 
families in North Carolina. Our 
bill puts to rest all of the noise and 
lies we’ve been hearing this past 
week, and brings to life a culture 
that cherishes motherhood and 
saves the lives of the unborn.”

Democrat response
Following the final House vote, 

one Democratic state senator said 
North Carolina was entering the 
“Handmaid’s Tale Era.”

House Minority Leader Robert 
Reives, D-Chatham, said Republi-
cans would not stop with 12-week 
restrictions.

“Tonight, North Carolina Re-
publicans voted to strip women of 
the right to make decisions about 
their own bodies,” Reives said. 
“Make no mistake: They will not 
stop here.”

Many Democrats spent the 
previous two weeks arguing that 
S.B. 20, which restricts abortions 
after 12 weeks, was a total ban. 

Cooper referred to the bill as a 
ban again after Republicans over-
rode his veto.

Although the vote was not bi-
partisan, House Speaker Tim 
Moore, R-Cleveland, said there 
was significant outreach to Dem-
ocrats, and some even wanted to 
vote for the bill. 

“We talked to a number of 
Democratic members, and at one 
point, we felt like we had a num-

ber of Democrats who were going 
to vote for this bill and even for an 
override,” Moore said. “But they 
came back to me and said, ‘Look, 
we’re feeling overly pressured. We 
can’t do it.’ So I had hoped that 
it would be a bipartisan bill and 
wish it would have been, but I un-
derstand the pressure some of the 
members were under.”

Galey said she emailed a key 
Democratic senator to ask if the 
Democrats wanted to discuss the 
legislation, but they declined. 

“A middle ground”
In the House, several key 

swing Republicans received pres-
sure from left-wing activists, 
Democrats, and the media to 
change their minds on S.B. 20. 
None did.

Rep. Tricia Cotham, R-Meck-
lenburg, a longtime Democrat 
who made headlines earlier this 
year when she announced she was 
switching parties, released a state-
ment explaining her vote. 

After saying she could not sup-
port a complete ban or “aborting a 
perfectly healthy child in the 40th 
week of pregnancy,” Cotham said 
she feels that S.B. 20 is a mid-
dle-ground approach.

“I — like most North Carolin-
ians — think abortion is a compli-
cated issue without absolute an-
swers,” Cotham said. “After exten-
sive review, I believe this bill strikes 
a reasonable balance on the abor-
tion issue and represents a mid-
dle ground that anyone not holding 
one of the two extremist positions 
can support.”

Sens. Michael Lazzara, R-Onslow, and Vickie Sawyer, R-Iredell, help celebrate the veto overridefor Senate Bill 20.

NC legislature overrides Cooper’s veto 
to pass new abortion restrictions

continued PAGE 12
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BY THERESA OPEKA

Congressman Dan Bishop, 
R-NC8th District, was re-
cently in the spotlight, not 

only for his opposition to the 
debt-ceiling agreement reached 
by Republican House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy and President 
Joe Biden, but also for challeng-
ing McCarthy’s capability in his 
position as speaker.

Bishop, a member of the U.S. 
House Freedom Caucus, said he 
had “zero confidence” in McCar-
thy, adding, “What basis is there 
for confidence?”

The debt-ceiling bill suspends 
the country’s $31.4 trillion debt 
limit through Jan. 1, 2025, taking 
it past the 2024 presidential elec-
tion. 

It rescinds about $28 billion in 
unspent COVID relief funds. 

It eliminates $1.4 billion in 
IRS funding and shifts about $20 
billion of the $80 billion provid-
ed to the agency through the Infla-
tion Reduction Act to nondefense 
funds. 

After a more than three-year 
suspension, student loan pay-
ments would also resume after 
August. 

Also, work requirements would 
not be added for those on Medic-
aid, but there are changes to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program. 

People currently eligible for 
SNAP do not have work require-
ments after age 50. The deal 
would raise the age to 54. 

Work requirements would also 

be eliminated for veterans and the 
homeless who receive SNAP ben-
efits. 

Bishop told Sean Hannity re-
cently on his show that the Con-
gressional Budget Office released 
information about the “so-called” 
work requirements that were add-
ed to food stamps and temporary 
assistance for needy families. 

Bishop said the additional cat-
egories of exemptions added in the 

bill’s language will drive the cost 
up by $2.1 billion.

“I was just in the conference 
earlier this evening, and Mr. Mc-
Carthy’s negotiator talked about 
the provision on the IRS. It turns 
out to be $1.4 billion, not $1.9 
[billion] as they claimed, but it 
doesn’t do anything to stop them 
from hiring staff with the remain-
ing $78.6 billion — hiring new 
IRS agents this year,” he said.

Bishop called it a “career-de-
fining vote for every Republican.” 
He said the bill is full of “cosmet-
ic things and things that have been 
lied about, like IRS funding.” 

He also said removing it as an 
issue during the 2024 presidential 
election would cause an issue.

“How could you more suc-
cessfully kneecap any Republican 
president than to take that issue 
out of his or her hands?” he told 

reporters.
Bishop also talked about ac-

tions that would oust McCarthy 
from his position as speaker.

Bishop was the first House Re-
publican to state that he was con-
sidering a “motion to vacate the 
chair,” which would trigger a vote 
of no confidence that could oust 
McCarthy with a simple majority.

Bishop initially voted against 
McCarthy for speaker in January 
but eventually flipped his vote on 
the 12th ballot on Jan. 6.

Fellow Republican Rep. Pat-
rick McHenry, a North Carolin-
ian and McCarthy deputy who 
helped negotiate the deal, said the 
bill had “the biggest set of spend-
ing cuts and a substantial change 
from the spending of the last two 
years for this administration.”

Rep. Deborah Ross, D-2nd 
District, also supported the bill but 
was not able to vote for it as she 
was recovering from COVID-19.

In the end, the bill passed the 
House with a 314-117 vote on May 
31. It cleared the Senate with a 
63-36 vote on June 1.

Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., vot-
ed in favor, in addition to N.C. 
Democrat Reps. Alma Adams, 
Don Davis, Valerie Foushee, Jeff 
Jackson, Kathy Manning, and Wi-
ley Nickel, along with Republican 
Reps. Chuck Edwards, Virginia 
Foxx, Richard Hudson, McHenry, 
Greg Murphy, and  David Rouzer.

Bishop, along with Sen. Ted 
Budd, R-N.C., voted against the 
bill.

President Biden signed the bill 
into law on June 3.

Bishop slams McCarthy and debt ceiling deal

United States. 
The transaction is expected to 

be completed in the second half of 
2023 and will value VinFast at ap-
proximately $27 billion with an 
equity value of $23 billion. After 
the transaction, existing share-
holders of VinFast will hold ap-
proximately 99% of shares in the 
combined company.

Parent company Vingroup, 
Vietnam’s biggest conglomerate, 
and founder Pham Nhat Vuong 
pledged the startup company $2.5 
billion in funding last month. 

These issues raise concerns 
about the plant scheduled to be 
built at the Triangle Innovation 
Point in Moncure, slated to open 
in 2025.

To attract the newly formed 
company, the state and Chatham 
County committed to spending 

nearly $1.2 billion in incentives 
over the next 32 years. Using the 
state’s Transformative Job Devel-
opment and Investment Grant 

program, VinFast could get up to 
$316.1 million in reimbursement 
from the state over three de-
cades if the company meets hir-

ing goals. 
The total state appropriation 

is estimated at $766 million, with 
Chatham County giving VinFast 

another $400 million incentive 
package.

All of these and other issues 
have led to the question of wheth-
er or not the plant will even be 
built, which would be of small 
comfort to those losing their 
homes, businesses, and church to 
eminent domain in order to build 
new roads leading to the pro-
posed plant. 

About 27 homes, five busi-
nesses, and Merry Oaks Baptist 
Church will have to forfeit their 
land to make way for a new high-
way that economic developers say 
is needed for access in and out of 
the Moncure site.

The church has stood on the 
border between Moncure and 
New Hill, on the corner of Old 
U.S. 1 and New Elam Church 
Road, since 1888.

Reportedly, Phase 1 of the Vin-
fast project is estimated to relo-
cate three businesses, 11 homes, 
and Merry Oaks Baptist Church; 
Phase 2 is estimated to impact an 
additional two businesses and 16 
homes. 

U.S. Rep. Dan Bishop, R-NC8th District, opposed the recent federal debt ceiling deal.

continued from PAGE 3

VinFast's 
rocky road

Gov. Roy Cooper signs a deal on March 29, 2022, committing the state to millions in tax reimbursements for a 
VinFast electric vehicle manufacturing plant. 
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BY THERESA OPEKA

In May, Democrat Gov. Roy 
Cooper issued what he called 
a “state of emergency” regard-

ing K-12 public school education 
funding. But under new state 
law, a real “state of emergency” 
would require a vote from the 
North Carolina Council of State. 
So, how would they vote? Here is 
what they told us.

POLITICAL THEATER 
OR TRUE EMERGENCY?

First, in announcing his educa-
tion “state of emergency,” Cooper 
clarified that he was not issuing an 
executive order — like with a hur-
ricane or with the COVID-19 pan-
demic — but the action, he said, 
was “no less important.”

Cooper took aim at three pro-
posals specifically — an expansion 
of the Opportunity Scholarship 
Program, income tax breaks, and 
what he termed “book banning” by 
Republicans.

The red banner proclaiming 
“public education in North Caroli-
na is facing a state of emergency” 
still remains at the top of the gover-
nor.nc.gov website as of June 9, de-
spite Republican criticism that it is 
more of a political stunt than a true 
emergency.

NEW STATE OF 
EMERGENCY LAW

If it were a true emergency, 
Council of State members would 
have to vote on the action taken by 
Cooper, or any other governor, un-
der a new law that took effect on 
Jan. 1. 

Any statewide emergency a 
governor declares will automati-
cally expire in 30 days unless ex-
tended by a majority vote of COS. 
If a member fails to vote within 48 
hours, that’s counted as a concur-
rence. After 60 days, the emergen-
cy will expire unless extended by an 
act of the General Assembly. 

The law was in response to 
how Cooper handled restrictions 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, which left North Carolina in a 
state of emergency for two and a 
half years. The law made chang-
es to the Emergency Management 
Act as part of S.B. 105, otherwise 

known as the 2021 state budget, 
which Cooper signed into law in 
Nov. 2021, with the new law taking 
effect at the beginning of this year. 

HOW WOULD THEY 
VOTE?

North Carolina’s Council of 
State is set up in the state Constitu-
tion as a body of 10 members elect-
ed statewide and, with the gover-
nor’s cabinet, make up North Car-
olina’s executive branch. So, would 
N.C. Council of State members vote 
for an education “state of emergen-
cy?” Reaction was mixed.

STEIN
“The Republican General As-

sembly is defunding public educa-
tion,” said Attorney General Josh 
Stein, who is also a Democrat can-
didate for the 2024 governor’s race, 
in an emailed statement to Car-
olina Journal.“They are making 
it harder for our kids to compete. 
I applaud Governor Cooper for 
sounding the alarm because our 
children have a constitutional right 
to a sound, basic education.”

CAUSEY
Jason Tyson, communications 

director for Insurance Commis-
sioner Mike Causey, told CJ in an 
emailed statement, “As to any offi-
cial state of emergency declaration 
before the Council of State, Com-
missioner Causey would weigh all 
sides of the issue before making 
the decision to vote to declare or 
not declare an emergency.”

DOBSON
Secretary of Labor Josh Dob-

son told CJ in an emailed state-
ment that as a product of public 
education, he believes we need to 
do as much as we can to strength-
en public education and support 
teachers, but added he doesn’t an-
ticipate it coming for a vote and 
would be hesitant to commit one 
way or another without more de-
tails. 

He did, however, want to point 
out that not only are there chal-
lenges and vacancies in public ed-
ucation but also in state govern-
ment. 

“The N.C. Department of La-

bor is not immune from this crisis,” 
Dobson said. “In our compliance 
bureau, we are allotted 102 posi-
tions, and we have 24 vacancies. In 
our elevator bureau, we are allotted 
39 positions and currently have 32 
elevator inspectors to inspect over 
25,000 elevators and escalators 
across our state.”

He said there is no substitute 
for money for teachers or state em-
ployees. 

“So, while I won’t commit to 
a state of emergency, I will say 
that any focus should not only in-
clude public education (which I 
agree with) but all of North Caroli-
na’s hard-working public servants,” 
Dobson added.

TROXLER
A spokesperson for Agriculture 

Commissioner Steve Troxler said in 
an emailed statement that he has 
no opinion to share at this time.

ROBINSON
Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, who 

is a Republican candidate for the 
2024 governor’s race, did have an 

opinion. He called Cooper’s “state 
of emergency” “political theatre” 
and said he could have asked peo-
ple to call their legislators through 
a press release or one of his fund-
raising emails. 

“The fact of the matter is, the 
Governor is not looking out for 
North Carolina, he is looking for 
the next step in his political ladder,” 
Robinson said in an emailed state-
ment to CJ. “If this ever came to a 
vote, I would unequivocally vote 
no. The real “State of Emergency” 
is spending half of our state budget 
on education and our kids not be-
ing able to read at grade level. It is 
high time we address the real prob-
lems with education, and it is not 
Opportunity Scholarships.”

FOLWELL
State Treasurer Dale Folwell, al-

so a Republican candidate for gov-
ernor in 2024, said he general-
ly supports legislation that push-
es the power to the parent, as long 
it is done in an “efficient, account-
able, transparent, and auditable 
manner.”

“He’s following a pattern that 
I’ve been accustomed to over the 
last seven years, and that is when 
he wants to say or do something 
that he doesn’t think has the sup-
port of the majority of the Council 
of State, then he does it this way,” 
said Folwell in a phone interview 
with CJ.

“If he wants to say or do some-
thing where he thinks he may need 
some political cover, then he asked 
us for our vote,” he added. “To is-
sue a ‘statement of emergency’ on 
something that is as important as 
public education is, without con-
vening the Council of State and de-
scribing and making his case and 
having the courage to put that up 
for a vote, I think it’s sort of like a 
hug without a squeeze. It’s really 
nothing to it.”

Folwell said education isn’t one-
size-fits-all for all children.

“You could actually have twins 
born within minutes of each other, 
who have two different types of ed-
ucational needs,” he said.

Democrat Secretary of State 
Elaine Marshall, Democrat State 
Auditor Beth Wood, and Republi-
can Superintendent of Public In-
struction Catherine Truitt, did not 
respond to requests for comment 
before publication.

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper takes the oath of office to be sworn in for his second term on Jan.9, 
2021. The ceremony had limited in-person attendance due to COVID-19.

Would the Council of State vote for 
Cooper's education 'state of emergency'?
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BY DAVID BASS

In the wake of the shooting at 
a private religious school in 
Nashville, Tennessee, that left 

three children and three adults 
dead, some leaders of religious 
schools in North Carolina feel un-
easy about the safety of their own 
schools.

Adding more pressure, an-
ti-school choice forces continue to 
mount a social media campaign 
targeting specific private schools in 
the state and calling them out for 
their religious beliefs. Some pri-
vate school leaders worry that such 
targeting could lead to violence.

“It’s something we should be 
careful about in light of what hap-
pened in Nashville — that we 
are not targeting schools, wheth-
er they’re Christian or not,” said 
Dawn Baldwin Gibson, superin-
tendent of Peletah Academic Cen-
ter for Excellence, a private reli-
gious school in New Bern, in an in-
terview with Carolina Journal. “We 
need to be mindful of that level of 
antagonizing that you clearly see.”

Gibson said they have removed 
all signage from the front of the 
school for safety reasons. They 
have also fenced in the rear of the 
school, hired extra security, and 
had the local sheriff do a walk-
through of the school to assess 
safety.

“The people targeting these 
schools need to understand that 
there may be consequences that 
none of us want to see and none of 
us want to pay,” Gibson said.

Officials haven’t released a 
specific motive for the Nashville 
shooting on March 27, but it’s 
clear that the perpetrator, 28-year 
old Audrey Hale, had a vendetta 

against the school and the church 
associated with it. 

Hale fired 152 rounds while on 
the school property before police 
shot and killed her. 

There was evidence she had 
planned the shooting for months 
in advance. From her social media 
profiles, Hale seemed to identify as 
transgender in the months leading 
up to the attack.

The Covenant School is part 
of Covenant Presbyterian Church 
in the Nashville area. The church 
is part of the Presbyterian Church 
in America, a theologically con-
servative Presbyterian denomina-
tion. Meanwhile, in North Caro-

lina, anti-school choice activists 
have tweeted out names of private 
schools that have traditional Chris-
tian theology and religious beliefs 
on issues like human sexuality.

Anti-school choice forces have 
ramped up their rhetoric in recent 
months as the General Assembly 
is poised to pass a significant ex-
pansion of the Opportunity Schol-

arship Program. The scholarship 
program empowers families who 
wish to send their child to a private 
school to have the means to do so.

Gov. Roy Cooper, a Democrat, 
has made Opportunity Scholar-
ships a target of his bully pulpit as 
well. 

Cooper recently declared a 
statewide emergency due to what 
he termed a lack of investment in 
K-12 public education. He accused 
Republicans of “handing out pri-
vate school vouchers to million-
aires.”

Gibson and her husband, Pas-
tor Anthony Gibson, created Pe-
letah Academic Center for Excel-
lence in 2017 after they worked 
on a racial reconciliation confer-
ence in New Bern. They deter-
mined that education was a big ar-
ea for improvement. The private 
school is trauma-informed, Gibson 
said, and is one of the few private 
schools in the state certified by the 
Department of Public Instruction 
with an exceptional education pro-
gram.

Gibson called the Opportuni-
ty Scholarship Program “a game 
changer” for families enrolled in 
the school.

“It’s really been about leveling 
the playing field,” she said.

Tuition at Peletah is $6,300 
a year for grades K-12. Under the 
proposed expansion of the Oppor-
tunity Scholarship Program, quali-
fying families would have 100% of 
that tuition covered.

That tuition rate is about half 
the amount the average public 
school spends per student. For fis-
cal year 2021-22, the average price 
tag for each public school stu-
dent was $12,345. That’s up from 
$10,753 the previous year.

NORTH CAROLINA

Pastor Anthony Gibson of Peletah Academic Center for Excellence teaches a class.

BY ZACH ROUNCEVILLE

The North Carolina Depart-
ment of Natural and Cul-
tural Resources, in con-

junction with other organizations 
dedicated to the state’s rich his-
tory, recently unveiled the Moon-
shine and Motorsports Trail in 
order to highlight the history of 
bootlegging and stock car racing 
in the Tar Heel State.

Funding for the Moonshine and 
Motorsports Trail was allocated in 
the 2021 state budget and devel-
oped under DNCR.

An unveiling took place May 26 
at the Museum of the Albemarle in 
Elizabeth City. In a post on the mu-
seum’s Facebook page, the secretary 
of DNCR was on hand to provide 
remarks dedicating the trail.

“This trail will help preserve 
motorsports and distilling histo-
ry and culture and enhance those 
industries’ economic strength go-
ing forward,” said DNCR Secre-
tary Reid Wilson. “Without ques-
tion, moonshine and motorsports 
are connected in North Carolina, 

and this trail project aims to instill 
a sense of pride and ownership in 
this unique aspect of North Caroli-
na culture.”

According to the DNCR web-
site, the trail designation is an im-
portant part in highlighting North 
Carolina’s historical and contempo-
rary relationship between distilling 
and motorsports.

“The Moonshine and Motor-
sports Trail highlights the state’s 
unique history,” the DNCR state-

ment said. “Distilling grew out of 
the state’s rich agricultural and so-
cial history, and auto racing in 
North Carolina has grown from 
occasional competitions among 
speed-hungry moonshiners during 
the 1930s to a multibillion-dollar 
industry that attracts legions of de-
voted followers across the nation 
and world.”

In an emailed statement to Car-
olina Journal, Museum of the Albe-
marle operations manager Barba-

ra Putnam outlined the unique his-
tory of moonshining in the eastern 
part of the state.

“Residents of the Albemar-
le Sound Region made illegal li-
quor long before the moonshin-
ing industry became popular in the 
Appalachian Mountains,” Putnam 
said. “The desolate swampland in 
northeastern North Carolina was 
ideal for concealing stills. The nu-
merous rivers emptying into the Al-
bemarle Sound provided the fresh-

water needed to manufacture the 
moonshine as well as an easy way 
to transport the finished product to 
the state’s small ports in boats.”

East Lake township in Dare 
County also played a role in moon-
shine shipping and production.

“The rivers harbored remote, in-
accessible areas; places only known 
by the locals where a bootlegger 
could disappear with a shipment,” 
Putnam told Carolina Journal. 

“Although most still sites in 
nearby counties could be reached 
easily by automobile and then on 
foot, East Lake on the Dare Coun-
ty mainland was accessible only by 
boat. By 1923, it was apparent that 
East Lake shipped large quanti-
ties of quality moonshine to Nor-
folk, Baltimore, and other north-
ern cities. A great volume of moon-
shine was produced in the swamps 
of Dare County and adjacent coun-
ties.”

In an interview with CJ, Put-
nam credited the trail for bring-

NC Dept of Natural and Cultural Resources 
unveils ‘Moonshine and Motorsports Trail’

continued PAGE 12

NC private religious schools feel 
threatened after Nashville shooting
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BY CJ STAFF

Gov. Roy Cooper's fund-
raising campaign start-
ed within minutes of the 

legislature overriding his ve-
to of a new law placing restric-
tions on abortions after the first 
trimester.

Shortly after the House vot-
ed to override his veto of Sen-
ate Bill 20, the Care for Women, 
Children, and Families Act, in 
a 72-48 party-line vote, Cooper 

sent this to supporters:

Cooper also tried to drum up 
grassroots opposition to the bill 
in four key Republican districts. 
However, the lawmakers repre-
senting the districts say Cooper 
did not reach out to them to dis-
cuss the bill.

“I have not heard from the 
governor directly,” said Rep. 
John Bradford, R-Mecklenburg, 
one of the members targeted in 
the tour. 

“In fact, I am serving my 
fourth term in the legislature, 
and he wouldn’t know me if he 
bumped into me,” Braford add-
ed.

The stakes are high on this 
issue, particularly for N.C. Dem-
ocrats. Planned Parenthood of 
North Carolina is a major do-
nor, spending nearly $10 million 
since 2016 on its legislative and 
executive-branch campaigns. 

For comparison, the Nation-
al Rifle Association Victory PAC 

spent less than one-tenth of that 
in independent expenditures 
in North Carolina since 2016, 
with $162,510 spent in 2016, 
$277,381 in 2020, and $31,942  
in 2022.

Cooper has pulled out the 
political stops in the days since 

May 4. Ahead of vetoing the bill, 
Cooper traveled to swing Re-
publican districts to pressure 
lawmakers through their con-
stituents, but did not attempt to 
meet with the lawmakers direct-
ly. 

Follow the Money
The Planned Parenthood 

PAC announced in October 
2022 that it was pouring $5 mil-
lion into North Carolina's mid-
term elections as part of a na-
tionwide $50 million campaign, 
but that level of spending start-
ed long before the U.S. Supreme 
Court's Dobbs decision last 
summer, which overturned the 
Roe v. Wade decision that said 
abortion access was protected in 
the U.S. Constitution. 

“Planned Parenthood has 
been a major force in North Car-
olina’s elections, particularly 
in presidential years," said Jim 
Stirling, research fellow at the 
John Locke Foundation. "While 
their state board reports indi-
cate they have spent $10 mil-
lion since 2016, this is likely on-
ly a portion of what they have 
spent.”

The PPNC Pac has been a 
"max-out donor" to Cooper and 
Democrat Attorney General 
Josh Stein, giving $5,400 each 
year from 2016 through 2022 in 
direct donations to each candi-
date. But independent expendi-
tures reveal the real numbers.

According to reports from the 
N.C. State Board of Elections, 
PPNC spent $4,118,944.70 in 
the 2016 elections, the majority 
of which was to oppose Republi-
cans Dan Forest and Pat McCro-
ry, support Cooper and Stein, 
and influence state legislative 
elections. 

In the 2018 midterms, the 
organization spent less, at 
$292,314.65. In 2020, Planned 
Parenthood reports spending 
$3,227,573.74. 

Details are not complete in 
their 2022 spending, but in-
cluding their fourth-quarter re-
port, Planned Parenthood spent 
$1,907,552.23.

Independent expenditures 
range from printing for door 
tags, television or digital ads, 
time spent by staff for candi-
dates, and hiring professional 
canvassers to knock on neigh-
borhood front doors for or 
against certain candidates. 

Planned Parenthood N.C. 
spent $1.5 million in the last 
month leading up to the 2020 
election, focused in part on op-
posing six state House Republi-
cans: Reps. Erin Pare, R-Wake; 
Kristin Baker, R-Cabarrus; Ste-
phen Ross, R-Alamance; John 
Bradford, R-Mecklenburg; John 
Szoka, R-Cumberland; and for-
mer Republican lawmaker Per-
rin Jones, who was defeated by 
Democrat Brian Farkas. 

Bradford was targeted again 
recently by Democrats. He is 
one of four Republicans whom 
Cooper spent time and effort to 
pressure over 10 days to uphold 
his abortion veto. 

Cooper visited Bradford's 
district and met with constitu-
ents about S.B. 20. Cooper also 
visited districts for former Dem-
ocrat-turned-Republican state 
Rep. Tricia Cotham, R-Meck-
lenburg; Sen. Mike Lee, R-New 
Hanover; and Sen. Ted Davis, 
R-New Hanover.

PPNC has spent near-
ly $85,000 since 2016 to de-
feat Lee, $76,000 of which was 
spent just in 2022. 

More than $30,000 of PPNC 
money went to defeat Davis. 
However, Bradford has had the 
most money put against him by 
PPNC, at $180,000 since 2016.

S.B. 20 takes effect in July. 
Since the override, Cooper and 
legislative democrats have fo-
cused their messaging on abor-
tion access. 

Cooper visited with President 
Joe Biden in May, who is expect-
ed to make abortion access a 
primary issue of his re-election 
campaign.

“I told [Biden] we’re going 
to win North Carolina,” Cooper 
said in an interview with CNN. 

“The fact that President 
Trump is now claiming credit 
for all the laws that have passed 
in every state because of his U.S. 
Supreme Court that he appoint-
ed, that’s going to make a real 
difference in November."

“It’s going to help us elect 
a Democratic governor, and I 
think it’s going to help us break 
the supermajority in the legis-
lature,” Cooper added.

NORTH CAROLINA

...North Carolinians 
understand fully 
that Republicans are 
unified in their attacks 
against women's 
freedom. And they are 
counting on you to give 
up. We can't afford to 
do that. We will stay 
and fight.

Im relying on 
grassroots supporters 
like you to make it 
possible. Im personally 
asking you to 
contribute whatever 
you can to help us 
build out our teams to 
help Democrats win in 
North Carolina. Click 
here to donate.

I'm always in this fight. 
-RC
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Follow the Money: Planned 
Parenthood PAC spent $10 million 

in NC’s last 4 state-level elections

Gov. Roy Cooper drums up grassroots opposition to Senate Bill 20.
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Democrat Cheri Beasley shows support for Planned Parenthood during a 
protest.
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plishments for his home state. 
Among other things, DeSantis 

reminded the audience that as gov-
ernor he signed measures that pro-
hibited the purchase of Florida 
land by China, banned ESG in-
vesting, and banned sanctuary cit-
ies. 

He pointed out that under 
his tenure the state also passed 
a heartbeat bill, voter ID, consti-
tutional carry, and $2.7 billion in 
tax relief. 

DeSantis told delegates that 
his proudest achievement was 
“drawing a very clear line in the 
sand” that “the purpose of our 
schools is to educate kids, not to 
indoctrinate kids.” 

He referred to efforts to re-
move Critical Race Theory from 
K-12 education, remove por-
nographic books from school li-
braries, and enact universal school 
choice. 

“Leadership is about doing 
what’s right when you have in-
tense opposition,” he said. “Lead-
ership is about delivering results 
to the people that you represent.” 

Former Vice President 
Mike Pence 

The following afternoon, Pence 
spoke at the “First in Freedom” 
luncheon. Pence’s speech was 
much more narrow — focusing on 
family, patriotism, and faith. 

Pence spent a noticeable 
share of his speech on the re-
cent Trump indictments. Pence 
told the crowd, “It’s important in 
America to remember that you are 
innocent until proven guilty.” 

He also urged the audience to 
pray for the former president and 
his family, then made a promise 
that, if elected president, he would 
“uphold the rule of law, clear house 
at the top levels of the Department 
of Justice, and restore the confi-
dence of the American people in 
equal treatment under the law.” 

He rejected Trump’s call for 
Pence to “return” electoral votes 
back to the states following the 
2020 election. 

Pence said Trump presented 
him with the option to choose “be-
tween him and the Constitution.” 

The former vice president stat-
ed he “chose the Constitution and 
always will.” 

He continued, “Anyone who 
puts themselves before the Consti-
tution should not be president of 
the United States.” 

Pence’s speech repeatedly came 
back around to national security. 

The former vice president crit-
icized the withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan under the Biden ad-
ministration and said that Ameri-
ca must continue to support the 
Ukrainians in their fight against 
the Russian invasion. 

It contained significantly 
fewer references to the southern 
border than DeSantis’ remarks. 

Former President 
Donald Trump 

Trump headlined the Grand 
Old Party Dinner. 

Speaking to a capacity crowd, 
the former president discussed a 
wide array of topics and pushed 
back against those he believes hate 
the United States and want to de-
stroy it. 

“For seven years we’ve been en-
gaged in an epic struggle to rescue 
our country from the sinister forc-
es who actually hate it and want to 
destroy it,” said Trump. 

“These forces are much stron-

Convention goers mingle and visit booths at Koury Convention Center. 
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Former Vice President Pence with N.C. House speaker Tim Moore.
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a top GOP presidential  contender, mingles 
with the crowd.
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Former President Donald Trump addresses those attending.
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N.C. Speaker Tim Moore makes a point during his speach.

continued from PAGE 1

continued PAGE 11 Vendors sell merchandise to convention-goers at booths.



11
JUNE/JULY 2023  |  THE CAROLINA JOURNAL

NCGOP

ger than China, Russia, North Ko-
rea, and Iran all put together. If we 
have the right leader, all of those 
countries are absolutely no threat. 
Together we stand up to the glo-
balists; we stand up to the Marx-
ists; we stand up to the RINOs 
[Republicans in name only]; we 
stand up to the communists and 
the environmental extremists; we 
stand up to the open-borders fa-
natics, the radical left democrats 
and their lawless partisan prose-

cutors, and the fake news media.” 
During the speech, Trump pro-

moted the accomplishments of his 
former administration and put 
forth an ambitious domestic and 
foreign-policy agenda in the event 
he wins the Republican nomina-
tion and ultimately the presiden-
cy in 2024, 

The agenda centers on end-
ing the war in Ukraine, improv-
ing care for U.S. military veterans, 
brokering fair trade deals, redevel-
oping major U.S. cities, gaining in-
dependence from China, making 

the U.S. the No. 1 manufacturing 
superpower in the world, and tak-
ing a hard line stance against ille-
gal immigration with a focus on 
deportations. 

Trump did not shy away from 
attacking the record of President 
Biden. “For three years, Joe Biden 
and his corrupt allies in Washing-
ton have waged economic warfare 
on the hardworking citizens of our 
country,” said Trump. 

North Carolina’s Republican 
primary election is scheduled for 
Super Tuesday, March 5, 2024.
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Former Congressman Mark Walker, who is running for the N.C. governor 
is pictured.

State House Rep. Tricia Cotham, who recently switched from Democrat 
to Republican, addresses the crowd.
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NCGOP Chairman Michael Whatley was re-elected at the convention.

Another view of Rep. Tricia Cotham addressing the crowd.
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Legislature 
overides veto
continued from PAGE 5

ing an awareness to the history of 
moonshine and auto racing in the 
state.

“I think it is a unique histo-
ry,” she said. “Most people associ-
ate the moonshine industry with 
the mountains in North Carolina, 
but there are also places in east-
ern North Carolina like the Dis-
mal Swamp and East Lake. When 

most people envision moonshin-
ers, they envision the mountains 
of North Carolina, so I think the 
importance of this is about bring-
ing an awareness that auto car rac-
ing started from people who were 
making moonshine and were try-
ing to get away from law enforce-
ment. It eventually turned into a 
million-dollar recreational activity 
sponsored by high-dollar corpora-
tions, and is an interesting piece of 
the history of North Carolina.”

Awareness was also brought 
to the trail designation on May 
27 during the Xfinity Series Alsco 
300 race held in Charlotte, where 
JD Motorsports driver Brennan 

Poole’s No. 6 Chevrolet car fea-
tured a branding logo for the trail.

There are eight designations to 
be unveiled this year as part of the 
“Year of the Trail” theme created 
by the DNCR. 

The sites include the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame and Museum in 
Charlotte, the North Wilkesboro 
Speedway, the Charlotte Motor 
Speedway, the North Carolina Mu-
seum of History in Raleigh, Stone 
Mountain State Park in Allegha-
ny and Wilkes counties, the Occo-
neechee Speedway near Hillsbor-
ough, the Rockingham Speedway, 
and the Museum of the Albemarle 
in Elizabeth City. 

continued from PAGE 4

Medical 
marijuana

Rabon also addressed con-
cerns about the ability of law en-
forcement to determine whether 
someone is legally using marijua-
na as prescribed by a doctor. 

“We have accepted signifi-
cant input from law enforcement 
on the bill,” Rabon said. “Law en-
forcement will have access to nu-
merous records and databases 
necessary to verify that patients 
are eligible and in compliance 
with the provisions of the bill. 
Production facilities and can-
nabis centers are also subject to 
random searches and inspections 
by law enforcement and DHHS.”

Rep. Tim Reeder, R-Pitt, 
shared some concerns with Ra-
bon about several of the 15 ill-
nesses designated as debilitat-

ing. Reeder said that HIV/AIDs 
and several other diseases men-
tioned are not usually “debili-
tating” if properly treated and 
asked Rabon if he would be open 
to amending the bill. Rep. Reece 
Pyrtle, R-Rockingham, shared 
similar concerns. 

Rabon said he is open to 
amendments but implied that 
PTSD was an important condi-
tion to keep in the bill because 
more veterans have supported 
the bill with personal testimony 
than any other group. 

“We have lost more veterans 
to suicide than we’ve lost in the 
last two wars we’ve fought,” said 
Rep. Allen Chesser, R-Nash, who 
also said he supports the bill. 

Rep. Donny Lambeth, 
R-Forsyth, said he was not con-
vinced it was a good idea to le-
galize medical marijuana un-
til he took a trip with about 15 
other lawmakers to Mississippi 
and toured their highly regulated 
production facilities.

Lambeth’s experience reduced 
his concerns about medical mar-
ijuana legalization being a gate-

way to legalizing recreational 
marijuana.

Toward the end of the com-
mittee meeting, Rabon shared 
his personal experience with 
medical marijuana. 

He credited medical mari-
juana with helping him remain 
alive today, saying it saved his life 
while he underwent cancer treat-
ment, which included chemo-
therapy.

Rabon said he did not pay for 
medical marijuana, but some-
one supplied him with it by mail 
on a routine basis, right when he 
needed it each time. 

Senate Bill 3 provisions
S.B. 3 identifies debilitating 

medical conditions such as can-
cer, epilepsy, HIV/AIDS, ALS, 
Crohn’s disease, sickle cell ane-
mia, Parkinson’s disease, PTSD, 
multiple sclerosis, cachexia, and 
terminal illness as ones that 
would qualify for the use of can-
nabis. 

S.B. 3 requires doctors to 
complete a 10-hour continuing 

medical education course, con-
duct risk screenings, educate pa-
tients, and provide follow-up 
care before issuing written cer-
tifications for medical canna-
bis use. 

Doctors must have a bona fide 
physician-patient relationship 
before issuing a written certifica-
tion for cannabis use. 

Doctors are also prohibited 
from advertising their ability to 
issue prescriptions.

S.B. 3 requires the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices to issue registry identifica-
tion cards to individuals with de-
bilitating medical conditions who 
are at least 21 years old and have 
been designated as caregivers. 
The bill also requires cardholders 
to carry their identification cards 
and disclose them to law enforce-
ment when approached.

The bill also requires DHHS 
to create a confidential electronic 
database containing information 
about qualified patients, desig-
nated caregivers, and physicians 
and to monitor the database for 
unusual patterns.

Additionally, S.B. 3 establish-
es the Medical Cannabis Produc-
tion Commission, which has the 
power to approve applications for 
medical cannabis supplier licens-
es, and the authority to suspend 
or revoke licenses. The commis-
sion can issue up to 10 suppli-
er licenses, each of which can op-
erate no more than four medical 
cannabis centers. Each supplier 
must pay a monthly fee of 10% of 
their gross revenue derived from 
cannabis sales to DHHS.

For registry identification 
cardholders, smoking and vaping 
cannabis is prohibited in public 
places, any place of employment, 
in a vehicle, in or within 1,000 
feet of a church, childcare facil-
ity, or school. However, the fine 
for violating this will not be more 
than $25.

S.B. 3 was the first bill filed in 
the North Carolina Senate, indi-
cating its high priority level for 
Rabon.

The bill will move to the 
House Finance Committee if it 
receives a favorable vote from the 
House Health Committee.

Cotham also said that she had 
“insisted that any abortion legisla-
tion include meaningful support 
and protections to mothers and 
children to give them the best 
chance at a good life.”

Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, a 
Republican running for gover-
nor, said he was glad to see Re-

publicans “stand strong and 
override the governor’s veto.” 

Robinson also credited Re-
publicans with creating “a cul-
ture of life in North Carolina.” 

Former Congressman Mark 
Walker, who also has entered the 
Republican primary for gover-
nor, was among the pro-life ad-
vocates who attended the Sen-
ate’s override vote. 

“It was never a question in 
my mind that we would have 
the votes to override the veto,” 
Moore said. 

Following both override 
votes, S.B. 20 was enrolled to be-
come law.

BY  KEVIN GARCIA-GALINDO

The Prohibit Compelled 
Speech/Higher Ed Act, 
House Bill 607, continues 

to sit in the Senate Rules Com-
mittee, after passing the House 
in early May. It seeks to extend 
and codify protections from 
compelled speech for students 
and college applicants in North 
Carolina.

More specifically, this bill 
would prevent colleges and uni-
versities from using diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion questions in 
their job and student applications.

H.B. 607 prohibits students, 
faculty, or administrators from 
being forced to take “particular 
views on matters of contempo-
rary political debate or social ac-
tion contained on applications 
or qualifications for admission or 
employment or included as crite-
ria for analysis of an employee’s 
career progress.”

In addition to banning certain 
questions for admissions, the bill 
would ban discriminatory hiring 
and promotion practices based on 
ideological beliefs.

All of this follows a flurry of 
similar legislation attempting to 
ensure that institutions of higher 
education and workplaces do not 
pressure students or employees to 
adopt certain beliefs to keep their 
position.

Earlier this year, the University 
of North Carolina System Board of 
Governors unanimously approved 
a similar ban on compelled polit-
ical speech protecting current and 
prospective employees. The bill 
specifically targeted schools that 
were forcing employees or ap-
plicants to accept political view-
points as conditions of employ-
ment.

This ban however only applied 
to schools within the UNC sys-
tem. H.B. 607, on the other hand, 
would extend over all 58 commu-
nity colleges located in North Car-

olina.
A related bill currently in the 

General Assembly is Senate Bill 
364, which adopts very similar 
language to the UNC System ban 
but instead applies to state nonex-
empt employees to protect them 
from being required to “endorse or 
opine” any belief as a condition of 
employment.

“When institutions in the hir-
ing and firing process, for exam-
ple, delve into the applicant’s be-
liefs on politically contentious is-
sues, they are treading on thin ice,” 
Joe Cohn, legislative and policy di-

rector for the Foundation for Indi-
vidual Rights and Expression, told 
Carolina Journal in a phone in-
terview. “There are many instanc-
es across the country that demon-
strate that those questions are 
used to filter out dissent.”

N.C. entrance 
application

In February, North Carolina 
State University stopped requir-
ing applicants to answer an essay 
question affirming the DEI agen-
da that the university promotes. 
According to Rep. Steve Tyson, 
R-Craven, the N.C. State case mo-
tivated him to sponsor H.B. 607.

“Almost 10 years ago, this 
wouldn’t have been necessary, but 
I do feel like in today’s climate so-
cially, among particularly the uni-
versities,” decisions like the one 
from the UNC Board of governors 
“ought to be applied to the state 
government as well,” Tyson told 
Carolina Journal.

FIRE states that faculty hir-
ing criteria using “vague or ideo-
logically motivated DEI state-
ment policies can too easily func-
tion as litmus tests for adherence 
to prevailing ideological views on 
DEI, penalize faculty for holding 
dissenting opinions on matters of 
public concern, and ‘cast a pall of 
orthodoxy’ over the campus.”

Like N.C. State, many univer-
sities across the country have re-
scinded their DEI questions, in-
cluding the University of Illinois, 
University of Washington, Texas 
Tech, Ohio State, and the Univer-
sity of Tennessee.

Petitioning for 
exemption

However, a process to peti-
tion for an exemption to the rule is 
built into the UNC Board of Gov-
ernors’ policy. School administra-
tors could bypass the ban on com-
pelled speech for certain lessons 
by getting approval from the uni-
versity president and holding dis-
cussion in an open session with 
the Committee on University Gov-
ernance, attended by the chancel-
lor, provost, and trustees chair. 
Doing so would be necessary to 
meet “the educational, research, 
or public service mission” of the 
school. H.B. 607 adopts these 
same guidelines.

Tyson said that college appli-
cant questions should focus on 
grades and accomplishments rath-
er than DEI.

“[The] UNC system gets over 
$4 billion, and the community col-
leges get over 1.5 billion this year,” 
he said. “So they need to do the job 
to educate young people and not 
try to scope their ideology.”

Compelled speech would be banned on 
NC college campuses in House bill

N.C. State University is one of the campuses covered in House Bill 607.

Moonshine and 
Motorsports
continued from PAGE 5

IM
AG

E 
B

Y 
D

AV
ID

 B
AS

S 
FO

R
 C

J.



RECENTLY I STARTED hear-
ing more and more reports of 
people’s cars being stolen in 
North Carolina. My curiosity 
was further piqued as two fellow 
John Locke Foundation employ-
ees had their vehicles stolen just 
in the last month.

It turns out there is much 
more than anecdotal evidence 
suggesting a surge in car thefts 
in 2023 compared to 2022.

A February article on the 
WTVD website quoted a wom-
an in northwest Raleigh saying 
“it’s disturbing” how many cars 
are getting stolen in her neigh-
borhood. In the first few weeks 
of 2023, 43 cars had been sto-
len in her police district, com-
pared with 12 at the same point 
the year before.

When asked for an explana-
tion for the spike, Raleigh police 
indicated to the television sta-
tion that “people are becoming a 
victim of car theft because some 
drivers are leaving cars running 
and unattended.”

In Charlotte, they’re see-

ing much the same. The Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Police De-
partment says car theft is the top 
contributor to rising crime in 

DAVID LARSON 
OPINION EDITOR 

Grand Theft Auto NC: Lawlessness and 
‘TikTok challenge’ lead to boom in car theft

continued PAGE 19

North Carolina’s largest city, ris-
ing 99% in the first quarter of 
2023. In 2022, there were 738 
auto thefts after the first quar-

ter of the year, and in the first 
quarter of 2023, there have been 
1,468.

As in Raleigh, Charlotte po-

lice pointed, not to rising law-
lessness among the population, 
but to external factors — in this 
case, a challenge on the social 
media platform TikTok that en-
couraged people to steal cars, 
specifically Kias and Hyundais.

There has also been a rise in 
brazen heists at car dealerships 
across the state. Over $1 million 
worth of vehicles were taken just 
between Feb. 19 and March 13 
in four well-planned heists tar-
geting dealerships in Lexington, 
Charlotte, Cornelius, and Hick-
ory.

As the state’s top cop, how 
has Attorney General Josh Stein 
addressed this rise in car theft 
across the state and in our ma-
jor cities? 

Going through his public 
statements, I could only find one 
press release so far in 2023 on 
the rise in auto theft. And that 
press release specifically scape-
goats Kia and Hyundai for not 
having enough anti-theft pro-
tections in their new vehicles, 
specifically an immobilizer that 
most cars now have.

A TikTok video shows people how to steal Kias and Hyundais using USBs, driving a trend in car theft.

OPINION
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School kids are supposed to 
learn about our rights to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness. But few of them hear 
much about another right spelled 
out in the N.C. Constitution.

It’s North Carolinians’ right 
to “the enjoyment of the fruits of 
their own labor.” It sits between 
“liberty” and “the pursuit of hap-
piness” in the first article of the 
state Declaration of Rights.

Though most of us spend lit-
tle time thinking about the “fruits 
of your own labor” clause, it’s at-
tracting attention these days at 
the state’s highest court. A re-
newed focus on this little-known 
right could mean good news for 
the future of economic liberty in 
the Tar Heel State.

State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Phil Berger Jr. focused on 
the “fruits” clause during a May 
10 presentation in Cary. “It is 
unique and represents a founda-
tional principle for the protection 
of property rights here in North 

Carolina,” Berger told the Basti-
at Society.

“You could easily gloss over 
this phrase and think, ‘Well, my 
goodness. They took this right 
from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence,’” Berger said. “But in 
North Carolina, the people have 
enshrined in their constitution a 
seemingly innocuous clause that 
packs quite a bit of punch.”

“The ‘fruits of your own la-
bor’ clause is not a relic of the old 
days, but rather it’s a strong safe-
guard that’s available to North 
Carolinians which serves to pro-
tect property interests and eco-
nomic liberty,” Berger added.

Berger labels the clause an 
“actionable” provision. Plain-
tiffs can use it as the basis for civ-
il lawsuits. It “has been and will 
continue to be a valuable tool 
that offers robust protections for 
your rights here in this state.”

North Carolina wrote the 
“fruits” clause into the post-Civ-
il War state constitution of 1868. 
But the idea stretches back to 
biblical times, Berger said. King 
Solomon’s writing in the Book of 
Ecclesiastes could be considered 
a source for the right, as could 
the words of Aristotle, economist 

Adam Smith, American found-
ers James Madison and Thomas 
Jefferson, and philosophers John 
Locke and Frederic Bastiat.

“In essence, both Locke and 
Bastiat conveyed that individuals 
have the right to create and own 
property that results from their 
labor or production,” Berger said. 
“These rights, and protection of 
those rights by government, is es-
sential to individual liberty and 
prosperity.”

Berger cites N.C. court cases 
as early as 1835 — three decades 
before the “fruits” clause — that 
point toward protection of eco-
nomic rights. 

Legal arguments based on the 
“fruits” clause have cropped up 
from time to time over the 150 
years since North Carolina offi-
cially recognized the constitu-
tional protection.

Berger referenced the “fruits” 
clause in two recent dissents. In 
August 2021, Berger and Repub-
lican colleagues broke from Dem-
ocratic justices in a tax dispute 
between Mecklenburg Coun-
ty and the Harris Teeter grocery 
store chain. Berger referenced 
the clause while suggesting that 
the county’s tax valuation scheme 

appeared to conflict with basic 
constitutional rights.

One year later, Berger cited 
the “fruits” clause in a legal bat-
tle over Harnett County’s wa-
ter and sewer capacity fees. His 
dissent cited the clause as a po-
tential safeguard for developers 
challenging the county’s assess-
ments.

Both dissents involved cas-
es decided when Democrats held 
a 4-3 majority on the N.C. Su-
preme Court. Thanks to last 
year’s elections, Berger and fel-
low Republicans now outnumber 
Democrats, 5-2.

One of the court’s newcom-
ers, Justice Richard Dietz, has of-
fered his own public support for 
the “fruits” clause. 

Writing in Carolina Journal in 
February 2021, Dietz explained 
how the clause “was aimed at 
preventing established business-
es from using political influence 
to keep out new competition in 
the marketplace.”

Dietz pointed to “hard cas-
es and faint-hearted judges” that 
had diminished the impact of 
North Carolina’s unique econom-
ic liberty protections, including 
the “fruits” clause.

“It’s not too late to save our 
state’s unique free enterprise pro-
tections from a future as mean-
ingless surplusage,” Dietz warned 
readers. “But the clock is ticking.”

Now Dietz, Berger, and their 
colleagues can determine how 
the “fruits” clause will impact to-
day’s ongoing legal disputes.

“If you have a right that’s en-
shrined in the constitution, then 
how does a statute interact with 
that? Where is the friction?” 
Berger asked on May 10. “What 
level of scrutiny should the vio-
lation of a constitutional right be 
afforded?”

“Is it a secret weapon? I 
would say no. Is it something 
that could be explored more, 
whether it’s by literature, schol-
arship, or litigation? Absolutely,” 
he said.

It’s clear at least some N.C. 
Supreme Court justices are will-
ing to take another bite at cases 
dealing with a little-known con-
stitutional provision. Those cas-
es could bear fruit that nourishes 
defenders of economic freedom.

Mitch Kokai is senior political 
analyst for the John Locke Foun-
dation.

Adding fruits to our constitutional diet
MITCH KOKAI
CONTRIBUTOR

OPINION

ON MAY 19, the North Carolina 
Department of Agriculture an-
nounced that the economic im-
pact of North Carolina’s agricul-
ture sector had topped $100 bil-
lion for the first time. That is a 
fantastic accomplishment, and 
everyone involved in the extend-
ed supply chain of our state’s 
agribusinesses should be proud.

While North Carolina has a 
burgeoning agriculture sector, 
and with its continued growth in 
the industry, it is wise for state 
lawmakers to consider creating 
an agriculture regulatory sand-
box. The sandbox concept has 
been proven in other industries 
and has demonstrated the value 
of reducing regulatory burdens 
for innovative businesses. It is 
high time for agriculture to ben-
efit from the same type of regula-
tory relief.

First, what is a regulatory 
sandbox? A regulatory sandbox 
is a program set up by regulators 
that allows innovative startups 
and businesses to test their prod-
ucts, services, or business mod-
els in the real market with limit-
ed regulations and requirements. 
This “sandbox” enables entrepre-
neurs to experiment and inno-
vate without fearing heavy regu-
latory penalties or restrictions.

Regulatory sandboxes also 
provide a safe environment for 
businesses to test new products 
or services with a limited num-
ber of customers while the regu-
lators monitor and evaluate the 
results. The purpose of the sand-
box is to support innovation and 
promote competition while man-
aging the potential risks associ-
ated with new, untested prod-
ucts or services. Several states 
have created regulatory sandbox-
es in the past three years, includ-

ing North Carolina, whose sand-
box is specific to financial and in-
surance products. Utah lawmak-
ers created the country’s first 
all-inclusive regulatory sandbox 
in March 2021.

The agriculture industry is 
ripe for innovation. Advances in 
technology and business mod-
els can create exciting opportu-
nities, from precision agriculture 
and vertical farming to data an-
alytics and blockchain technolo-
gy. Innovation in agriculture of-
ten needs to overcome unneces-
sary regulatory hurdles that can 
stifle growth and progress. A reg-
ulatory sandbox would provide a 
controlled space where business-
es can experiment and innovate 
without the threat of onerous 
regulations. It also allows regu-
lators to learn about these inno-
vations’ benefits and potential 
drawbacks before enacting rules 
that might hinder progress.

North Carolina is well-posi-
tioned to lead the nation in cre-

ating an agriculture regulato-
ry sandbox. The sandbox con-
cept differs from one in which 
taxpayers are asked to subsidize 
industry. Instead, it’s a concept 
in which state regulators step 
back, allowing entrepreneur-
ship to thrive and fuel human 
flourishing. Entrepreneurs don’t 
need public dollars; they need a 
chance.

Benefits of an N.C. 
agricultural sandbox

Agriculture in North Carolina 
has been at the forefront of tech-
nological innovation in agricul-
ture for years. By creating a reg-
ulatory sandbox, the state would 
attract businesses and entrepre-
neurs from around the coun-
try seeking a regulatory envi-
ronment fostering innovation. 
This entrepreneurial environ-
ment would create jobs, stimu-
late economic growth, and posi-

tion North Carolina as a leader 
in agricultural innovation.

The potential benefits of an 
agriculture regulatory sand-
box are vast. For example, preci-
sion agriculture could optimize 
crop yields and reduce waste. At 
the same time, vertical farming 
could make it possible to grow 
crops in urban areas where agri-
culture is typically not possible. 
New business models could en-
able more efficient distribution 
and marketing of agricultural 
products, benefiting farmers and 
consumers alike. These innova-
tions can potentially revolution-
ize agriculture, but well-mean-
ing, cumbersome regulations of-
ten need to be revised to prog-
ress.

The Old North State could 
witness various innovative tech-
nologies and solutions in the ag-
ricultural sector if it adopts an 
agriculture regulatory sand-
box. For instance, Croptracker 
has identified 10 emerging inno-

vations in agriculture technolo-
gy, such as bee vectoring, block-
chain technology, and drones. 
The state could allow the testing 
of these technologies and assess 
their impact on crop yields, prof-
itability, and land conservation. 
North Carolina could foster the 
development of these and oth-
er emerging innovations, trans-
forming its agricultural sector 
into a more efficient, profitable, 
and sustainable industry.

State lawmakers could con-
sider their own Financial and 
Insurance Regulatory Sandbox 
for a framework. But an exam-
ple with a longer lifespan would 
be from the first regulatory sand-
box, the United Kingdom’s Fi-
nancial Conduct Authority Sand-
box, established in 2016. There, 
many businesses have benefited 
from the regulatory relief provid-
ed by the sandbox, and the pro-
gram has successfully guided the 
creation of new regulations. An 
agriculture regulatory sandbox 
in North Carolina could succeed 
similarly, ensuring the state re-
mains a leader in agricultural in-
novation.

North Carolina has a rich ag-
ricultural heritage and a promis-
ing future in the industry. Law-
makers can help ignite growth 
and innovation by creating an 
agriculture regulatory sandbox. 
The sandbox would provide a 
controlled environment where 
businesses can innovate free-
ly and without the threat of bur-
densome regulations while reg-
ulators can learn about the im-
plications of these new technol-
ogies. By creating an agriculture 
regulatory sandbox, North Caro-
lina can position itself as a lead-
er in agricultural innovation and 
set an example for other states 
nationwide.

.
Donald Bryson is president and 
chief strategy officer of the John 
Locke Foundation.

NC should lead the nation in ag innovation 
DONALD BRYSON
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION
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NORTH CAROLINA Demo-
crats are frustrated. It’s not hard 
to see why.

Since 2008, when Barack 
Obama narrowly won the state 
and Kay Hagan beat Elizabeth 
Dole by a more comfortable mar-
gin, Democrats have fought hard 
but lost every subsequent presi-
dential and Senate race in the Tar 
Heel State. In 2010, Republicans 
won their first majorities in both 
houses of the General Assembly 
since the 19th century. Ever since, 
Democrats have organized, raised 
money, and recruited candi-
dates. They’ve screamed and hol-
lered. They’ve litigated. Yet legis-
lative control remains out of their 
reach. Even in 2022, running in 
districts redrawn by Democrat-
ic court order, they lost ground in 
both chambers.

Democrats have also enjoyed 
some victories, mind you — for 
governor, attorney general, Su-
preme Court, and key offices in 
urban counties. They’ve hardly 
been shut out of power in North 
Carolina. But under our state 
constitution, the legislature is the 
most important branch of govern-
ment. And after a fleeting Demo-

cratic interlude, the state’s highest 
court is now solidly Republican 
again, blocking what had been an 
ongoing progressive effort to con-
vert the judiciary into a policy-
making body.

For complex social phenome-
na such as election results, there 
is no single explanation. Demo-
crats and Republicans have com-
peted vigorously in North Caro-
lina for more than half a century. 
Partisan affiliations, political net-
works, regional patterns, and mo-
bilizing issues have changed over 
time.

Here’s something that hasn’t 
changed much since I began cov-

ering state politics in the 1980s, 
however: Democratic candi-
dates tend to fare better when de-
fined as nonideological centrists. 
They tend to lose when defined as 
big-government progressives, ei-
ther by themselves or by their Re-
publican opponents.

Most North Carolinians aren’t 
keen on increasing the size, scope, 
and cost of government. The most 
recent evidence comes from the 
John Locke Foundation’s latest 
Civitas Poll. It included two ques-
tions that Gallup has been asking 
its samples for decades.

Here’s the first one: “Some 
people think the government is 

trying to do too many things that 
should be left to individuals and 
businesses. Others think the gov-
ernment should do more to solve 
our country’s problems. Which 
comes closer to your own view?” 
In Locke’s sample of likely vot-
ers, 61% of respondents said the 
government was trying to do too 
many things, while 27% said it 
should do more. The rest were 
unsure.

Here’s the second question: 
“Some people think the govern-
ment should promote tradition-
al values in our society, and oth-
ers think the government should 
not promote any particular set 
of values. Which is closer to your 
view?” Opinions here were more 
mixed, with 38% picking the first 
answer and 48% picking the sec-
ond.

Cross-tabulating the two ques-
tions produces the following five 
groups of North Carolina voters. 
Traditionalists say government is 
doing too many things and that 
when it acts it should promote 
traditional values. They made 
up 30% of the sample. Their po-
lar opposites, Progressives, fa-
vor more government and oppose 
the promotion of traditional val-
ues. They were 16% of the sample. 
Libertarians (25%) dislike activist 
government and its promotion of 
traditional values. Populists (6%) 
like both. The remaining voters, 

whom I’ll label Centrists for want 
of a better term, declared them-
selves unsure about one or both 
questions.

While most Traditionalists re-
liably vote Republican and near-
ly all Progressives vote Democrat-
ic, the other groups exhibit a mix-
ture of partisan preferences. On 
the government activism question, 
most Republicans were against 
it, most Democrats were for it, 
and unaffiliated voters tended to 
agreewith Republicans. Regarding 
government promotion of tradi-
tional values, 63% of Republicans 
said yes while 62% of Democrats 
and 54% of independents said no.

These are general predisposi-
tions, of course. Candidates, cam-
paigns, and context matter a great 
deal. And all human beings can 
exhibit cognitive dissonance — 
saying yes to a long list of pro-
posed government actions, for ex-
ample, while continuing to believe 
government as a whole is too in-
trusive.

Still, as long as Democrats run 
as big-government candidates, or 
can be easily defined as such by 
their opponents, they’ll be run-
ning uphill.

John Hood is a John Locke Foun-
dation board member. His latest 
books, “Mountain Folk” and “For-
est Folk,” combine epic fantasy 
with early American history.

Carolina voters dislike big government 
JOHN HOOD
CONTRIBUTOR
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Gov. Roy Cooper unveils proposed 2022-23 state budget adjustments.
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continued PAGE 18

EARLIER THIS SPRING, arthouse 
theaters across America screened 
a strikingly titled independent 
feature: “How to Blow Up a Pipe-
line.” Despite its name, the film is 
not a documentary-style instruc-
tion manual showing viewers how 
to complete what the title suggests 
á la “The Anarchist Cookbook.” 
Instead, “Pipeline”  is a narrative 
feature following the exploits of 
a ragtag group of naive, wannabe 
revolutionaries as they attempt to, 
obviously, blow up an oil pipeline.

Immediately after the mov-
ie’s release, mainstream outlets 
lauded the film and its message. 
UK’s The Independent review-
er Clarisse Loughrey said the film 
“speaks to a generation’s anger.” 
The Guardian’s Wendy Ide stated 
that “it’s hard to think of another 
film as emphatically, passionate-
ly and furiously of the moment as 
this one.”

This is not the first time Hol-
lywood has sympathetically ex-
plored the lighthearted topic of 
eco-terrorism. Kelly Reichardt’s 
similarly themed 2013 thrill-
er “Night Moves” follows anoth-
er group of aspiring bomb makers, 
this time trying to blow up a dam. 
Master filmmaker Paul Scharad-
er took a crack at the issue in his 
2017 drama “First Reformed,” 
starring Ethan Hawke.

Both films received near uni-
versal acclaim. However, “How to 
Build a Pipeline” differentiates it-
self from other environmental-

ist films in its source material. 
While an original story, “Pipeline” 
takes its ideological basis and ti-
tle from a 2021 manifesto written 

by neo-Marxist professor Andreas 
Malm, who advocates for civil-
ians to “damage and destroy new 
CO2-emitting devices,” all in an 
effort to reverse climate change.

It does not take a second 
glance to realize the nuttiness of 
Malm’s statement. If Malm wants 
to destroy C02 devices, does that 
mean he wants to carpet-bomb 
every SUV dealership? How about 
cows? Does their release of un-
godly amounts of methane make 
them legitimate targets for incen-
diary devices?

Concerningly, to some North 
Carolinians, Malm’s ideas hold 
some weight. Less than a week af-
ter the movie’s theatrical release, 
students in Chapel Hill staged 
a walk-out in support of Jamie 
Marsicano, a UNC Law student 
charged with domestic terrorism 
after participating in an organized 
attack on an Atlanta police train-
ing center construction site. Some 
of those who took part in the at-
tack did so over the construction 
site’s clearing of forest to make 
way for the facility.

Other forms of infrastruc-
ture have also come under at-
tack. In December, unknown per-
sons attacked two Duke Ener-
gy-owned substations in Moore 
County, leaving the surrounding 
areas without electricity for days. 
Currently, there have been no ar-
rests and no concrete motives es-
tablished.

“Pipeline” is another example 
of the slow mainstreaming of po-
litical violence in everyday life, 

something Malm advocates in 
his writings. “Pipeline” director 
Daniel Goldhaber spoke on how 
Malm’s book inspired the film’s 
content at the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival last fall.

“I think it’s really important 
that we make movies and tell sto-
ries that challenge what we should 
do about [climate change]. … 
That is an urgent conservation to 
have,” said Goldhaber.

Despite Goldhaber’s claim that 
he only wants to start a “conversa-
tion” on environmentalist tactics, 
“Pipeline” appears to be a full-
fledged endorsement of Malm’s 
advocacy for violence, intended to 
convince the audience to take sim-
ilar actions, or at least view those 
who do as admirable heroes.

Distributed by Neon — the in-
die film label behind the Amer-
ican releases of previous hits “I, 
Tonya” and “Parasite — “How to 
Blow Up a Pipeline” treats envi-
ronmental concerns as justifica-
tion for abhorrent political be-
havior. Set primarily in West Tex-
as, “Pipeline” tells the tale of a 
diverse group of eight activists 
working to destroy an oil pipeline 
by way of explosive devices.

To what ends? Just as Malm 
explains in his writings, group 
member Shawn (Marcus Scrib-
ner) states the purpose of the 
bombing is to “make oil econom-
ically unviable in the market-
place.”

GRANT LEFELAR
INTERN

The sinister eco-propaganda of 
‘How to Blow Up a Pipeline’ 

Image from promotional material of 'How to Blow Up a Pipeline.
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The North Carolina Supreme 
Court ruled on April 28 
that partisan gerryman-

dering claims were “nonjusticia-
ble, political questions” and or-
dered the General Assembly to 
redraw the state’s House, Senate, 
and congressional maps. The leg-
islature will take up that task lat-
er this year.  

With the threat of a (success-
ful) political gerrymandering law-
suit largely behind them, how 
should legislators draw those dis-
tricts? The short answer is that 
they should use the same crite-
ria they used when they last drew 
districts but apply them more 
strictly. 

Those standards include re-
quirements the North Caroli-
na Constitution imposes for state 
legislative districts: making dis-
tricts roughly equal in popula-
tion, requiring that they be con-
tiguous, and minimizing dividing 
counties. 

Other standards legislators 
used in 2021 that they should 
use again this year include split-
ting as few precincts as possible, 
keeping municipalities within the 
same district, and keeping dis-
tricts compact. They should al-
so prohibit using partisan or ra-

cial data again when drawing dis-
tricts.  

Legislators should go further 
by more strictly applying those 
standards than they did in 2021 
and adopting numerical limits 
when possible. My colleague Jim 
Stirling and I provide some of 
those numeric targets in our re-
search report, “Limiting Gerry-
mandering in North Carolina.” 
We considered congressional and 
North Carolina Senate maps in 
the report. (Legislators can set 
similar standards for the state 
House map.) 

For example, the General As-
sembly should divide counties 

no more than 13 times and split 
no more than 13 precincts when 
drawing the state’s 14 congressio-
nal districts. They should seek to 
keep municipalities whole within 
congressional districts, although 
the geography of our cities can 
make that difficult. For larger cit-
ies, they should strive to keep all 
the “core precincts” (which we 
define as precincts wholly con-
tained within city limits) within 
the same congressional district. 
We considered North Carolina’s 
10 largest cities when looking for 
core precinct splits. 

Legislators did not meet those 
standards in 2021; they divid-

ed counties 14 times and split 24 
precincts.  

The court-appointed special 
masters who drew a new congres-
sional map in 2022 fared no bet-
ter. Their map had fewer coun-
ty splits (13) and split fewer pre-
cincts (again, 13) than did the 
General Assembly’s. Howev-
er, they did a worse job of keep-
ing municipalities whole, divid-
ing more municipalities (50) than 
did the General Assembly (42). 
Looking at the 10 largest cities, 
the special masters split the core 
precincts of five cities while the 
General Assembly split two. 

Similarly, the North Caro-
lina Senate map passed by the 
General Assembly in 2021 had 
19 precinct splits spread across 
the state, even though only split-
ting as few as three precincts (all 
in Wake County) is necessary. 
They made the minimum possi-
ble number of county splits (15) 
because adherence to that lim-
it is required under the 2002 Ste-
phenson v. Bartlett ruling. 

Putting the standards 
to the test

If both the General Assembly 
and the court-appointed special 
masters failed to adhere to strict 
redistricting standards, perhaps 
it’s impossible to meet those stan-
dards. To test if map-drawing un-
der these restrictions is possible, 
we recruited 15 students from 

North Carolina State Universi-
ty. We gave them two hours of 
training on redistricting and how 
to use a redistricting comput-
er program. We then gave them 
five hours to draw a congressio-
nal map and another five to draw 
a state Senate map. (We did not 
cover the state House.)  

The students showed that ad-
hering to strict redistricting stan-
dards is not easy but can be done. 
They produced four congressio-
nal maps and eight state Senate 
maps that complied with strict 
standards. We believe that with 
a little more time, all the stu-
dents could have created compli-
ant maps. 

All but one of the student-pro-
duced maps fell within the nor-
mal range of expected election re-
sults established by Jowei Chen 
and Daniel Magleby’s expert tes-
timony in the Harper v. Hall I 
(2021) redistricting lawsuit. See 
the report for details.  

Legislators should adopt 
stricter redistricting standards 
and stick with them when re-
drawing state legislative and con-
gressional maps later this year. 

Our research found that they 
can successfully do so, making 
districts more representative of 
their communities and limiting 
the impact of partisan gerryman-
dering. 

Andy Jackson is Director of the 
Civitas Center for Public Integri-
ty at the John Locke Foundation.

OPINION
How we can limit partisan gerrymandering in 2023 

ANDY JACKSON
CONTRIBUTOR

This map illustrates the N.C. Senate proposal of new state Senate 
districts as the N.C. General Assembly members debated the proposed 
redistricting maps on Nov. 2, 2021.
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A PROVISION included in the 
Senate budget proposal would di-
rect $1.4 billion in taxpayer funds 
to a project to subsidize select 
private businesses. 

NCInnovation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to increasing the amount of uni-
versity research being commer-
cialized by North Carolina com-
panies. According to their re-
search, North Carolina ranks 
20th in the country in terms of 
such innovation, a ranking they 
believe is too low. 

Every perceived problem, 
however, does not require a gov-
ernment solution, in this case 
forcing taxpayers to fund invest-
ments in companies chosen by 
political appointees. 

The Senate budget would 
set aside $1.4 billion in taxpay-
er funds to be handed over to 
NCInnovation. The funds, in no 
small part, would be used to in-
vest in — or provide grants to — 
North Carolina businesses taking 
newly innovated products devel-
oped from university-based re-
search to market.  

Stripping away the lofty lan-
guage about innovation and co-
operation with university-based 
research and development, this 
project is crony capitalism, plain 
and simple. It would involve an 
organization of political appoin-
tees using taxpayer dollars to 
pick winners and losers in the 
marketplace.  

Such a move would represent 

a further intrusion of govern-
ment into our economy and go 
against free-market principles. 
Business investments should be 
voluntary choices of market par-
ticipants who willingly risk their 
own capital. It should be these 
willing investors who determine 
which innovations are brought to 
market, and how much each re-
ceives in investment, not politi-
cians or taxpayer-funded com-
mittees. 

According to the Senate bud-
get bill’s language, NCInnova-
tion’s 13-member board would 
include eight political appoin-
tees. They would be chosen by 
the House and Senate leadership. 
The remaining board members 
would be appointed according to 
the organization’s bylaws. They 
are supposed to have experience 
in areas such as research and de-
velopment, entrepreneurship, 
and product commercialization. 

Curiously, no state employees 
are allowed on the board, mean-
ing no representatives from the 
UNC System, an integral piece of 
NCInnovation’s mission, will be 
allowed on the board. 

Despite any good intentions, 
political appointees sitting on a 
treasure chest of more than $1 
billion in taxpayer dollars will in-
vite a lot of attention and have a 
tendency to lead to cronyism in 
which those with the best lob-
byists and political connections 
receive funding. This creates a 
great recipe for corruption and 
favoritism.

Locke President Donald 
Bryson has highlighted concerns 
with the governance of NCInno-
vation as provided for in the Sen-
ate budget. They include board 
composition (with eight appoint-
ments and none for the execu-
tive branch, the legislature would 
wield a concentration of power 

over the group) and transparency 
(NCInnovation would be exempt 
from open-meetings and pub-
lic-records laws). 

But that’s not all
Beyond the government in-

tervention and governance con-
cerns surrounding NCInnova-
tion, there exist still more trou-
bling aspects. 

First, NCInnovation is orga-
nized as a nonprofit but will use 
taxpayer dollars to acquire eq-
uity in private companies. Such 
a move would certainly blur the 
lines between nonprofit and 
for-profit organizations.   

Second, part of the plan for 
NCInnovation is for the organi-
zation to use the returns from its 
investments to fund its contin-
ued operations, in order to avoid 
any further taxpayer appropri-
ations. However, most startup 
businesses fail. What happens if 
the organization suffers losses on 
its investments? Would taxpayers 
be forced to bail them out?  

We should be reminded that 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s administra-
tion, along with Chatham Coun-
ty government, thought it a great 
idea to commit more than a bil-
lion taxpayer dollars over 32 
years to VinFast, a startup Viet-
namese electric vehicle manufac-
turer. 

Already, VinFast is showing 
signs of financial distress, and its 
latest car model is getting uni-
versally slammed in reviews, in-
cluding “very, very bad,” “yikes,” 
and “return to sender.” Indeed, 
VinFast announced recently that 
it will be recalling its entire first 

batch of 999 vehicles it shipped 
to the United States last year due 
to safety issues.  

There is a clause included in 
the Senate budget bill that allows 
the General Assembly to repeal 
NCInnovation’s charter or out-
right dissolve the organization. 
So if the group begins losing 
money, it could be dissolved. But 
when have you ever known a gov-
ernment program to be dissolved 
because of poor outcomes? If 
anything, they get rewarded with 
more money to try to “fix” them. 
In reality, politicians of any party 
will be loath to get rid of a mas-
sive endowment that enables 
their political appointees to di-
rect taxpayer dollars to hand-
picked companies. 

Third, JPMorgan Chase Chair 
and CEO Jamie Dimon voic-
ing his support of NCInnova-
tion should raise a red flag. Ac-
cording to the Senate budget 
bill language, NCInnovation will 
hire “an independent investment 
manager to handle activities re-
lated to managing State funds.” 
It’s easy to speculate that the 
leading contender to manage the 
$1.4 billion endowment may well 
be JPMorgan Chase. 

Recall this is the same JP-
Morgan Chase that received a 
$25 billion government bailout 
in 2008.  

North Carolina taxpayers 
should not be forced into becom-
ing investors in businesses se-
lected by politicians or their ap-
pointees.  

Brian Balfour is Senior Vice 
President of Research for the 
John Locke Foundation.

NCInnovation would be just more crony capitalism
BRIAN BALFOUR
CONTRIBUTOR

This CJ file photo shows lab research. NCInnovation will seek to market 
research done in UNC System schools.
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In Federalist 49, James Mad-
ison wrote, "The people are 
the only legitimate fountain 

of power, and it is from them 
that the constitutional charter, 
under which the several branch-
es of government hold their pow-
er, is derived."

This still holds today and ap-
plies equally to the U.S. Consti-
tution and to state constitutions 
like North Carolina's. 

One of the key ways to bind 
the constitution to the people is 
by allowing them to amend their 
governing document. 

The process is, by design, dif-
ficult to do. In each biennium in 
North Carolina, lawmakers elect-
ed by the people propose consti-
tutional amendments to be voted 
on in a future election. 

Several key constitutional 
amendments were proposed by 
lawmakers in the current long 
session and should be put to a 
vote by the people.

How does the process work in 
North Carolina? 

Unlike some states where cit-
izens can petition for constitu-
tional changes, only the legisla-
ture can propose constitutional 
amendments. 

The legislature will propose 
language that can be voted on 
during an upcoming election, ei-
ther on the primary or general 

election ballot. 
Before the language can be 

placed on the ballot, it must pass 
by a three-fifths margin in each 
chamber. 

This means it would need to 
be supported by 72 members in 
the House and 30 in the Senate. 

Then 50% of the voters would 
need to approve the changes for 
the language to be added to the 
constitution.

Allowing voters to make their 
voices heard on proposals to 
amend the constitution is a hall-
mark of our democratic republic. 

When casting votes on a pro-
posed constitutional amend-
ment, lawmakers are essential-
ly voting to give the option to the 
voters rather than voting on the 
proposal themselves.

Some significant constitu-
tional amendments have passed 
in recent years. 

In 2018 North Carolina voters 

considered six amendments. 
Of those that passed, vot-

ers approved provisions to re-
quire showing an ID to vote in 
the state, a limit on the state in-
come tax, an expansion of vic-
tims' rights, and a right to fish 
and hunt. 

In total, voters have amend-
ed our state’s current constitu-
tion 42 times since it was ratified 
in 1971.

Now, this year, there are sev-
eral proposals that should be 
placed on the ballot in the fu-
ture:

 

Right to work

North Carolina has enjoyed 
its status as a right-to-work state 
for over 75 years. 

But as we've seen in states 
like Michigan, if opponents of 
right to work take control, they 

would likely repeal the law. 
Lawmakers should give the 
voters the option of enshrining 
this in the constitution.

     TABOR 
 For the last decade, state law-

makers have kept the growth of 
government in line with popula-
tion growth and inflation, which 
has resulted in prudent budget-
ing and economic growth. 

Voters should be able to make 
this the state's policy in perpe-
tuity

Repeal of the literacy 
test

 This nonfunctional provision 
in our state constitution is an 
unfortunate reminder of our rac-
ist past. 

Although the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 outlawed literacy 
tests as a condition to vote, law-
makers should allow voters to re-
move this archaic provision from 
our guiding document.

    Citizens-only voting 

To prevent future govern-
ments from allowing noncitizens 
to vote in North Carolina elec-
tions, lawmakers should ask the 
voters to clear up ambiguities in 
the suffrage section of the consti-
tution.

This constitutional amend-
ment would make it clear that 

one must be a citizen to vote in 
North Carolina.

Eminent domain 

 After the tragic Kelo v. New 
London decision, which opened 
the door to more eminent do-
main abuse nationwide, the U.S. 
Supreme Court left the door 
open to states to further restrict 
government takings for econom-
ic development. 

North Carolina has no such 
protections currently, and we 
have seen some recent abuses 
that make it even more imper-
ative that voters get a chance to 
enshrine this protection in the 
constitution.

Constitutional amendments 
are not subject to the crossover 
deadline or a gubernatorial veto. 

There is still time this ses-
sion for lawmakers to vote on 
these proposals and give the de-
cision to the people to vote on 
these crucial issues that need to 
be decided in our founding doc-
uments.

Our representative republic 
primarily works by electing rep-
resentatives to meet and decide 
on policy matters. 

However, the other way the 
people can be directly involved in 
policy is through constitutional 
amendments. 

Lawmakers should give the 
people a chance to vote on these 
popular provisions and provide 
them with the opportunity to 
add them to our state's founding 
document.

Lawmakers should move 
constitutional amendments forward
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GOT AN OPINION?

Carolina Journal is accepting letters to the editor and guest opinions 
(op-eds)* on issues related to North Carolina. We cover the state from 
a limited-government and free-market perspective but will consider 
varying viewpoints, depending on relevance and quality. A good 
guideline for letters is 200-500 words and 550-800 words for op-eds. 
A letter to the editor is comment or disagreement with a published CJ 
piece; an op-ed is a guest opinion argument.

Please email any submissions to opinion editor 
David Larson   |  dlarson@carolinajournal.org

*We retain the right to edit or to not publish any submitted letters or op-eds.
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In these political times, the 
last rationalization of liberals 
tired of losing is the cry that 

everything they don’t like legisla-
tively is because of the “gerryman-
der.” On NBC, CNN and MSN-
BC in May 2023, Gov. Roy Coo-
per said: “Technologically, diabol-
ical gerrymandering. Some of the 
worst in the country.” He didn’t 
like limitations on abortion or ex-
pansions of school choice, and 
this seemed to explain his inabili-
ty to stop it. 

As David Larson pointed out 
in his essay “Super-technologi-
cally-diabolical Gerrymandering” 
(Carolina Journal, May 19), there 
was no political gerrymander that 
formed the 2023-24 session of 
the General Assembly. 

There may have been one Re-
publican political gerrymander in 
the past (2017-18), and there may 
be more in the future. 

But the current legislature is 
the result of a Democrat political 
gerrymander in 2022 of the state 
Senate and congressional delega-
tion.

The House map was passed al-
most unanimously, hardly evi-
dence of any kind of political ger-
rymander. 

The congressional map was 
drawn by special masters chosen 
by the Democrat state Supreme 
Court. They were ordered to use 
political criteria to create a Dem-
ocrat result. 

What about racist 
gerrymandering?

When they’re not blaming the 
nonexistent political gerryman-
der, the other cry is a “racist ger-
rymander.” Let’s look at that more 
carefully.  

In the 2010 general elec-
tions, House Republicans picked 
up 16 seats using a 2004 Demo-
crat-crafted political gerrymander 
to make a (68–52) majority (one 
independent joined Republicans). 
The GOP picked up 11 seats in the 
state Senate for a supermajority, 
(31–19).  

After the census of 2010, the 
General Assembly had the legal 
duty to redistrict the entire state, 
applying federally required pop-
ulation criteria and the state con-
stitution’s “whole county” provi-
sion. 

The assembly proceeded to 
do so, but there was a complica-
tion. Federal law required, under 
the Voting Rights Act, that “racial 
gerrymandering” must be done to 
create minority-majority districts 
where possible.

The U.S. Justice Department, 
run by Attorney General Eric 
Holder, appointed by President 
Barack Obama, approved the 
maps. They were also approved 
by the state Supreme Court twice 
and by federal courts. 

In 2014 African American 
Democrats made big gains, but 
it did not help Democrats as a 
whole. Republicans gained even 
more seats and obtained super-
majorities in the House (77–43) 
and expanded them in the Senate 
(34–16). 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
changed its mind (Alabama Leg-
islative Black Caucus v. Alabama, 
2014) and decided that what it re-
quired in 2011 was hereafter pro-
hibited as an illegal racial gerry-
mander. The maps would have to 
be redrawn. 

The 2011 North Carolina maps 
were attacked again under this 
new U.S. Supreme Court doc-
trine. The maps were redrawn for 
the 2016 election. 

But the narrative had been set 
by the then-legal maps drawn in 
2011. Republican legislators must 
have had race in their hearts (ret-
roactively) instead of complying 
with the Voting Rights Act and 
U.S. Supreme Court decisions. 
They must be bad people. They 
were guilty of not reading the fu-
ture minds of Supreme Court jus-
tices. 

On July 29, 2016, the McCro-
ry case decision came down from 

the 4th Circuit just in time for 
the general election. It claimed 
that the voter ID bill (passed in 
2013) had been crafted “with al-
most surgical precision” to disad-
vantage black voters. The Appeals 
Court disregarded the evidence 
from the only election where vot-
er ID had been used in 2016. The 
trial judge heard dozens and doz-
ens of witnesses and found that 
not a single African American 
voter who tried to vote was pre-
vented from doing so.  

On July 30, 2016, I read in the 
New York Times of the “scurrilous 
attempt by North Carolina Re-
publicans to suppress the rising 
power of black voters.” It made 
me feel bad. Maybe I had missed 
something in the 25,000 pages 
of exhibits or in the 479 pages of 
the trial judge’s analysis of the ev-
idence. But I had not yet read the 
McCrory 4th Circuit decision.  

After reading the decision, I 
was perplexed, amused, and an-
gry. I was perplexed because 
the Appeals Court decision ig-
nored Supreme Court precedents, 
amused because the “evidence” 
marshaled by the 4th Circuit was 
in turns ludicrous or logically fal-
lacious. I was angry because the 
overwhelming will of the peo-
ple had been thwarted under the 
guise of combating racism. 

What was the proof that the 
4th Circuit found of legislative 
racism? Not much. The opinion 
makes clear that: 

“our conclusion does not mean, 
and we do not suggest, that any 
member of the General Assembly 
harbored racial hatred or animos-
ity toward any minority group.” 

Without any evidence that any 
of the 170 members of the Gen-
eral Assembly — Republican or 
Democrat; black, white or Indian; 
men or women — were intend-
ing to discriminate against Afri-
can American voters, the 4th Cir-
cuit pinned on the collective body 
an intent which there was no evi-
dence that any member harbored. 

Then the court marshaled an-
other argument. At one of the 
public hearings Don Yelton, a 
GOP precinct chair, delivered a 
baldly racist statement. The court 
even cited his call-in to “The Dai-
ly Show”!!  

“The statements do not prove 
that any member of the Gener-
al Assembly acted with discrimi-
natory intent,” the decision stated. 
“But the sheer outrageousness of 
these public statements by a par-
ty leader does provide some evi-
dence of the racial and partisan 
political environment in which 
the General Assembly enacted the 
law.” 

With over 150 statements 
made at the public hearings, that 
was the best evidence the 4th Cir-
cuit could find. The statement by 
a party leader does not mean that 
any member of the assembly paid 
any attention to it. Members of-
ten pride themselves on how little 
attention they pay to their party. 
Guilt by association is McCarthy-
ism at its worst.  

In this case the “party lead-
er” was a precinct chair. One vote 
is usually sufficient to elect your-
self as precinct chair. This partic-
ular “party leader” was known to 
be constantly at odds with actual 
party leaders.  

The next scrap of evidence was 
“the smoking gun.” The sponsors 
of the bill requested racially dis-
aggregated data of various elec-
tion methods. This request was 
made pre-Shelby (2013), when 
the U.S. Supreme Court declared 
unconstitutional certain pro-
visions of the Civil Rights Act 
that required pre-clearance to 
changes in election law. It would 
have been legislative malprac-
tice for the sponsors of the bill to 
have not requested this data pri-
or to Shelby. The District Court 
carefully explained this in its 
479-page opinion. The Court of 
Appeals ignored this obvious fact. 

The next bit of “evidence” 
of discriminatory intent was 
the passage of the bill right af-
ter Shelby. The House bill was 
filed and considered months pri-
or to Shelby. Although they spoke 
against it, Democratic leaders 
in the House complemented the 

chair of the Election Law Com-
mittee, former Republican House 
Rules chair Rep. David Lewis, for 
a thorough and proper process. 
After Shelby, the Senate Rules 
chair announced there would be 
an “omnibus bill.” The 4th Circuit 
apparently thought the word “om-
nibus” had the same meaning as 
“ominous” and that it suddenly 
sprang out of the sea foam of the 
Aegean, like Aphrodite. But that 
is not what happened. The legis-
lation which the Senate added to 
the House bill had been filed in 
the Senate for months. 

The 4th Circuit, engaging in 
the logical fallacy identified by 
Aristotle 2500 years ago —  post 
hoc ergo propter hoc — decided 
that the bill was passed because 
of the unprecedented gains of Af-
rican Americans in electing Dem-
ocrats in 2012 and that suddenly 
this bill became law in 2013 when 
Shelby gave the green light.

But nothing of the sort hap-
pened. There were unprecedent-
ed gains of African Americans in 
the elections to the state House 
and Senate. But that did not help 
Democrats. In 2014 Democrats 
had their worst election outcome 
in 144 years, losing to super ma-
jorities in the House (74 to 46) 
and Senate (34 to 16), as well as 
the governorship, and with Re-
publicans retaining a majority on 
the Supreme Court.   

Neither did these reforms 
come because of Shelby. Voter ID 
came out of the 2000 Bush/Go-
re razor-thin election in Flori-
da, followed by the Jimmy Car-
ter/James Baker report in 2005. 
That report recommended photo 
voter ID. Republicans filed multi-
ple voter ID bills: House Bill 10 in 
2003, H.B. 794 in 2005, H.B. 285 
in 2007, and H.B. 430 in 2009.  

To say that photo voter ID 
came because of Shelby is ludi-
crous. In 2010 House and Sen-
ate Republicans, then in the mi-
nority, made, as part of their 
10-point campaign platform, pho-
to voter ID as one of the laws they 
would pass within the first 100 
days if they were given a major-
ity. In 2011, H.B. 351, “Restore 
Confidence in Government,” was 
passed by the House and Senate 
and vetoed by Democrat Gov. Bev 
Perdue. Photo voter ID in 2013 
was passed then because there 
was finally a governor (McCrory) 
who would sign it. 

Paul Stam is a John Locke Foun-
dation board member.  He is an 
attorney and former state legis-
lator.

OPINION

Political and racial gerrymander myths 

This map illustrates the N.C. Senate proposal of Wake County state Sen-
ate districts as the N.C. General Assembly debated the proposed redis-
tricting maps on November 2, 2021. 

Eco-
propaganda

continued from PAGE 2

The filmmakers attempt to 
justify the group’s actions by pro-
viding some of the supposed pro-
tagonists with sympathetic sob 
story backgrounds: the moth-
er of group leader Xochitl, por-
trayed by co-screenwriter Ariela 
Barer, died in a global warming 
heat wave; Theo (Sasha Lane) 
caught leukemia after growing 
up by a nearby oil refinery; and 
Dwayne’s (Jake Weary) Texas 
property was taken via eminent 

domain for the sake of pipeline 
construction.

In response, the group travels 
to a deserted Texan landscape to 
blow up a recently built oil pipe-
line. 

Throughout the film, the 
group justifies its violent actions 
to the audience. In one scene, 
the group converses in a dilapi-
dated living room, bizarrely com-
paring themselves to Boston Tea 
Party participants and naming 
themselves “patriots.” Michael 
(Forrest Goodluck) embraces 
the “terrorist” moniker, stating, 
“If the American Empire calls 
us ‘terrorists,’ then we’re doing 
something right.”

Despite having no formal 
training, Michael proceeds to ir-
responsibly create a homemade 

incendiary device, risking his life 
in the process. When asked if the 
bomb will blow up in their fac-
es, Michael simply responds, “I 
don’t care.”

The movie’s gravest sin is re-
served not for the group’s vio-
lence against infrastructure, but 
against the personal property of 
everyday people. 

In the opening scene, Xo-
chitl slashes the tires of a ran-
dom SUV parked on the street. 
Xochitl justifies her action in a 
flier placed on the vandalized 
SUV’s windshield, stating, “If the 
law will not punish you, then we 
will.” 

Furthermore, group member 
Logan (Lukas Gage) states “rev-
olution has collateral damage” in 
response to a question of wheth-

er normal citizens would be eco-
nomically hurt from the fallout 
of the pipeline’s destruction.

Furthermore, those standing 
in the way of the pipeline’s de-
struction, be it mainstream en-
vironmental activists or pipeline 
workers, are vilified by the film. 
In one scene, Xochitl complains 
to a small group of fossil fuel di-
vestment activists that their ef-
forts will do nothing to save hu-
manity from extinction. 

Similarly, Michael chastis-
es his mother (Irene Bedard) for 
her nonviolent environmental 
activism, calling her a “coward.” 

Toward the film’s climax, 
oil-company employees who con-
front the group are portrayed as 
cartoonish gun-toting rednecks. 
As a group member flees the 

scene, one of the workers opens 
fire with a handgun.

“Pipeline” further alludes 
to the strategy of violence be-
ing used in the future. In a 
mid-credits scene, another group 
of terrorists plants a bomb on a 
random yacht,  pasting the same 
flier on a post as the one left by 
Xochitl in the film’s opening.

Viewers are left with the con-
clusion that the filmmaker would 
not be disappointed if the violent 
actions seen in the film were rep-
licated in the real world, attack-
ing those who commit the unfor-
givable crime of owning devices 
that run on fossil fuels. 

If you believe in the merits of 
nonviolent advocacy and democ-
racy, which I believe you do, let’s 
all hope that is not the case.

PAUL STAM 
CONTRIBUTOR

CJ
 F

IL
E 

PH
O

TO



19
JUNE/JULY 2023  |  THE CAROLINA JOURNAL

easy and relatively affordable.  
The plan was straightfor-

ward. I’d move to North Caroli-
na in January 2020. My husband 
would join me after he retired 
from the Colorado legislature in 
May 2022. Our kids and other 
family members would visit, and 
we’d also be back in Colorado. 
We’d see each other often.  

Eight weeks after I arrived 
in North Carolina, the world 
shut down. Everything changed. 
Two weeks turned into two 
years. Travel restrictions, vac-
cine mandates, and work sched-
ules challenged the 1,600-mile 
cross-country trek. We talked on 
the phone, Facetimed, and texted 
often, but we usually spent birth-
days, anniversaries, and many 
holidays apart. Virtual relation-
ships can’t replace physical prox-
imity. I’ve always worked, but 
we’ve never been so physically 
separated.  

I threw myself into my Locke 
family. Together, we dove head-
first into our response to gov-
ernment shutdowns. We navi-
gated protests, violence, vaccine 
mandates, political toxicity, la-
bor shortages, and economic in-
stability.  

Amid the madness and af-
ter several evenings enjoying 
adult beverages around a fire pit 

(where all good ideas are initiat-
ed), Donald Bryson, then presi-
dent of the Civitas Institute, and 
I incubated a plan to capitalize 
on our organizational strengths 
and merge capacities.  

In January 2021, we went 
from two separate think tanks to 
the battle tank known as Locke 
with the sole purpose of being 
the most influential driving force 
in public policy in North Caro-
lina. Cost savings were reinvest-
ed in capacity expansion in gov-
ernment affairs, communica-
tions, research, development, 
and grassroots.  

We reworked Carolina Jour-
nal structurally and aesthetical-
ly. We hired new talent, expand-
ed our reach, increased our influ-
ence, and racked up policy wins 
for North Carolinians. Our net-
work peers took notice and rec-
ognized our work with a nation-
al award. Quite simply, we are 
the best. 

My father taught me not to 
define wealth and success profes-
sionally. As kids, my siblings and 
I rolled our eyes whenever he 
said, “I’m the wealthiest man in 
the world. I have seven wonder-
ful children and a beautiful wife. 
What more could anyone want?” 
When I finally had my own fami-
ly, I understood what he meant.  

No matter what our plans are, 
God has his own. My husband 
John did retire, but he can’t leave 
Colorado for extended periods. 
My mother-in-law’s dementia 
has forced her into assisted liv-
ing. Based on my experience with 

my parents, it doesn’t get better. 
It just ends. He’s needed in Col-
orado.  

Over the last year, my kids 
have asked me to be more pres-
ent. Despite DNA and role mod-
eling that makes us fiercely in-
dependent, we get strength from 
our family unit.  

In this spirit, I announce, 
once again, that I’m negotiating 
my calendar. I will retire from 
being the CEO of the John Locke 
Foundation on June 30.  It’s been 
the professional honor of a life-
time to lead this great organiza-
tion. Only my family could take 
me away.  

Memo to parents of young 
children: “The Song for a Fifth 
Child” comes true. They grow up, 
move out of your house, and be-
come fascinating people with 
their own lives. When they ask 
you to be present in their lives, 
do it. 

Reflecting on my three-and-
a-half-year tenure leading Locke, 
I am incredibly proud of our ac-
complishments. North Carolina 
is a little freer. Locke is healthy. 
We take our mission seriously 
rather than ourselves. We work 
hard and laugh often. I’m thrilled 
that the Board of Directors has 
ensured Locke’s tradition of 
free-market public policy excel-
lence by naming current Locke 
President Donald Bryson as the 
next CEO. The future of free-
dom in North Carolina is bright. 
I wish I could say the same for 
Colorado.  

As for me, I’ll continue to be 

the organization’s biggest cham-
pion, just from a slightly differ-
ent vantage point. I’ll be doing 
some contract work with Locke 
on particular projects and work-
ing with development, which al-
lows me the flexibility to split 
my time between Colorado and 
North Carolina. Anyone who 
has heard me fawn over my lit-
tle house on Core Sound in Cart-
eret County knows I can’t give it 
up entirely.  Also, I’ll be reunited 
with my first policy love – energy 
– this time on a national level.  

More importantly, I’m go-
ing to treasure every moment 
with my family. Time is priceless. 
Once spent, we can’t get it back. 
Since I will have the luxury of re-
mote work, I plan trips to see my 
adult children. John and I will 
spend time with my mother-in-
law while she still remembers us.  

I want to thank all of you who 
have made my time in North 
Carolina so meaningful. You wel-
comed me into your hearts and 
homes. You and your families 
embraced me when I couldn’t 
hug my own. 

I cannot begin to convey my 
gratitude for your support and 
encouragement. North Carolina 
is a special place. But you already 
know that.  

He also mentions the Steal-
a-Kia/Hyundai TikTok challenge 
as contributing, saying, “The rise 
in thefts has also been connect-
ed to a viral TikTok challenge that 
shows people how to use a USB 
cable to start Kias and Hyundais 
without a key.”

Recently in Cary, which isn’t 
a city known for crime, four ho-
tels were also hit by thieves. While 
the bad actors didn’t steal the 
cars themselves, dozens of cars 
had their windows smashed and 
items stolen from inside. Cary po-
lice said if people really have to go 
to an event or a hotel, they should 
put all items out of site and park 
in a well-lit area near a building.

Who’s really to blame?
Rather than blame TikTok, 

Korean car companies, or people 
who leave their car running in the 
winter or with valuables visible, 

why not blame those choosing to 
break into cars?

It’s always wise to lock your 
home and put a security system in 
place, but there are many neigh-
borhoods safe enough for people 
to leave their doors unlocked and 
know they can trust their neigh-
bors to both not steal from them 
and to keep an eye out. If homes 
in one of these safe neighbor-
hoods suddenly started being bur-
glarized, it wouldn’t make sense to 
blame the homeowners or home-
builders for not having enough se-

curity in place.
In my neighborhood, many 

people leave their cars running 
in the winter as they get ready. 
Somehow, even though I have ev-
ery opportunity to, I have man-
aged to restrain myself from steal-
ing any of them.

The question is: Why are so 
many young people so easily in-
fluenced by nonsense on TikTok 
or other social media platforms 
to such a degree that they would 
steal cars, and risk years behind 
bars, to complete a “challenge”?

It seems like a sort of “gamifi-
cation” of life as they spend more 
and more of their time online, 
whether it’s playing video games, 
browsing social media, or be-
ing otherwise involved in virtu-
al worlds. When that virtual gam-
ified world blends with the re-
al world, there apparently can be 
crazy consequences. Other thefts, 
like the dealership heists, are like-
ly just organized crime.

Whatever else explains the 
rise in car theft — whether so-
cial media, poor security, or orga-
nized crime — the underlying cul-
prit is lawlessness. And that can’t 
be fixed by scolding car companies 
or writing press releases, as it’s a 
deeper symptom of the general so-
cial decay that’s also leading to 
spiking homicide rates, drug over-
dose deaths, mental health diag-
noses, and homelessness.

OPINION
Grand Theft 
Auto NC
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Navigating 
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if they didn't, and rang up their 
meals with a smile and a “dis-

count.”
Years later, when I returned 

to work for Majority Leader Ed-
gar Starnes of Caldwell Coun-
ty, it all flooded back to me. The 
smells, the food, the kindness — 
and the universal desire, regard-
less of party, to make North Car-
olina the best possible home for 
everyone.

North Carolina's seal hangs 
at the front of each chamber 
and reads Esse Quam Videri, 

the state motto, “To Be Rath-
er than to Seem.” It's from Greek 
philosopher Marcus Tullius Ci-
cero's essay, "De Amicitia,” ex-
plaining how to be a good friend. 
Among the points he makes is 
that true friendship is between 
people of good moral character 
and that friendship makes one a 
better person. He writes that re-
al friendship requires trust, wis-
dom, and basic goodness.

Like that 60-year-old build-

ing, the relationships and the 
ideology built at the N.C. General 
Assembly stand the test of time. 
While politics will always be a 
part of the culture, I have found 
over the years that all who serve 
within those walls want to build 
a better state. They want all chil-
dren to thrive, business owners 
and their employees to grow, and 
the state to stand as a beacon of 
liberty and prosperity. 

Cicero's essay on friendship 

explains the dynamic well. He 
says that real friendships are 
built by appreciating people not 
for what they can give us but be-
cause we find a kindred soul in 
them. Differences in policy of-
ten split members. Finding some 
common ground, a kindred soul, 
and using that friendship to 
build a prosperous and free fu-
ture for our state will be their 
legacy and that of the Legislative 
Building.

SONG FOR A FIFTH 
CHILD 

By Ruth Hulburt Hamilton 

Mother, oh mother, come shake 
out your cloth! 
Empty the dustpan, poison the 
moth, 
Hang out the washing and butter 
the bread, 
Sew on a button and make up a 
bed. 
Where is the mother whose 
house is so shocking? 
She’s up in the nursery, blissfully 
rocking! 
 
Oh, I’ve grown as shiftless as 
Little Boy Blue 
(Lullaby, rockaby, lullaby, loo). 
Dishes are waiting and bills are 
past due 
(Pat-a-cake, darling, and peek, 
peekaboo). 
The shopping’s not done and 
there’s nothing for stew 
And out in the yard there’s a 
hullabaloo 
But I’m playing Kanga and this is 
my Roo. 
Look! Aren’t her eyes the most 
wonderful hue? 
(Lullaby, rockaby, lullaby loo.) 
 
Oh, cleaning and scrubbing will 
wait till tomorrow, 
But children grow up, as I’ve 
learned to my sorrow. 
So quiet down, cobwebs. Dust, go 
to sleep. 
I’m rocking my baby. Babies 
don’t keep. 

No matter what our 
plans are, God has his 
own.

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department says car theft is the top 
contributor to rising crime in North Carolina’s largest city.

Attorney General Josh Stein addresses the rise of car theft across the 
state and in our major cities.
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20 SUMMER READING

FACING THE MOUNTAIN: A 
TRUE STORY OF JAPANESE 

AMERICAN HEROES IN 
WORLD WAR II

 Daniel James Brown 

Beach Reads: cj summer edition
Looking for a good book? We got you.  

With summer under way, sometimes we all need to check into a true story, a work of fantasy, of 
dystopian fiction, or a new way of seeing history. Here are the vacation reads filling our beach bags.  

AMY O. COOKE
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION CEO
CAROLINA JOURNAL PUBLISHER

For the energy-policy curious, aka 
geeks:

Shorting the Grid by Meredith Angwin, 
about the fragility of the electric grid

Fun beach reads:

Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby 
Van Pelt

Happy Go Lucky by David Sedaris

 

MASTER AND COMMANDER
 Patrick O’Brian 

JON SANDERS
DIRECTOR OF CENTER FOR FOOD, POWER, AND LIFE 
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION

I would recommend escaping to the 
high seas of Patrick O’Brian’s Aubrey/
Maturin novels, beginning with Master 
and Commander. 

I would urge readers to consult the local 
used bookstores. They are magical 
places packed with gems awaiting your 
discovery, and their treasures cannot 
be digitally erased by virtual censors of 
the present day but bear the patina and 
crinkles of proof.

LORD OF THE FLIES        
Daniel James Brown 

KELLY MANN
DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION

J.K. Rowling is most known for writing 
the Harry Potter series, but what is 
less known is her pseudonym, Robert 
Galbraith. The Cormoran Strike 
crime series is published under the 
pseudonym. 

I also highly recommend Lord of the 
Flies. I try to read a classic every month 
that I didn’t read in high school and 
college, and this is my most recent.

 

 PIRANESI                            
Susanna Clarke 

BROOKE MEDINA
VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION

I also suggest How To Be A 
Conservative by Roger Scruton (2014).

 

A GOD IN RUINS
 Kate Atkinson

JON GUZE
SENIOR LEGAL STUDIES FELLOW
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION 

I enjoyed A God in Ruins, by Kate 
Atkinson. It’s set in England before and 
during WWII, and it’s one of the best war 
novels I’ve ever read.

 

SUICIDE OF THE WEST
Jonah Goldberg 

JORDAN ROBERTS
DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION

Suicide of the West – Jonah Goldberg.

 

A TIME TO BUILD,
 Yuval Levin 

ANDRE BELIVEAU
VISITING FELLOW 
JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION

The Right: The Hundred-Year War for 
American Conservatism, by Matthew 
Continetti (Basic Books, 2022. 
Paperback, 2023) 

A Time to Build, by Yuval Levin (Basic 
Books, 2020)
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Denise Kiernan 
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The Last Castle: The Epic Story of 
Love, Loss, and American Royalty in 
the Nation’s Largest Home by Denise 
Kiernan is a deep dive into the Biltmore 
house and the history surrounding it. 

Wrong Place Wrong Time by Gillian 
McAllister is a true “beach read,” and I 
crushed it in two days.


