
BY JEFF MOORE

The State of North Carolina 
is the sole shareholder of 
a 317-mile rail corridor, 

winding from Charlotte to the 
Port of Morehead City, known 
as the North Carolina Railroad 
Company (NCRR).

That is the short answer, to 
be sure; the whole story of how 
NCRR came to be is a tale of 
North Carolina history, political 

controversy, and state-sponsored 
economic development.

State of change

While economic accolades 
for North Carolina are abundant 
these days — e.g., ranked as the 
Best State for Business by CN-
BC for two years running — those 
honors were much harder to come 
by in the 1840-50s. Back then, 
North Carolina was known as the 

"Rip Van Winkle State" because of 
its reputation for snoozing while 
neighboring states like South Car-
olina and Virginia seized upon 
economic opportunities.

Intent upon waking up from 
this slumber, in 1848, the North 
Carolina General Assembly passed 
legislation authorizing a railroad 
connecting the Coastal Plain with 
the Piedmont. The 1849 char-
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BY CJ STAFF

The 2024 primaries have 
arrived in North Carolina. 
From Feb. 15 to March 

2, voters can vote early, then 
Election Day itself will arrive 
Tuesday, March 5.

Registered Republicans can on-
ly take a Republican primary bal-

lot, and Democrats can only take 
a Democrat ballot, but unaffiliated 
voters will get to choose where they 
believe their vote will have the most 
impact. No matter which ballot one 
ultimately receives, there are im-
portant races on which to weigh in.

At the top of the ticket, Repub-
licans can choose between former 
President Donald Trump or for-

mer South Carolina Gov. Nikki Ha-
ley. Democrats will only have one 
choice — incumbent President Joe 
Biden.

For North Carolina governor, 
Republicans will choose among 
current Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, 
Treasurer Dale Folwell, and attor-
ney Bill Graham, while Democrats 
will mostly choose between Attor-

ney General Josh Stein and former 
state Supreme Court Justice Mi-
chael Morgan.

Other Council of State seats 
— like lieutenant governor, labor 
commissioner, and superinten-
dent of public instruction — have 
high-profile primaries too. Some 
of North Carolina’s newly drawn 
US congressional districts will al-

so have important races, especial-
ly the Sixth Congressional District 
and First District GOP primaries 
(see Page 4 for coverage of both of 
those).

Carolina Journal will be cover-
ing each race every step of the way. 
To see a graphic display of some of 
the top-of-the-ticket races, see Pag-
es 10-11.

Keeping NC's railroad on track 

CONGRESSIONAL 
RACES TO WATCH

Page 4

WHO'S ON THE  
PRIMARY BALLOTS

Page 10
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The United States’ national 
debt is above $34 
trillion, but leaders in 

Washington do not notice. 
Instead, they’re focused on 
more important things, like 
the national security threat 
of foreign garlic or maintaining 
funding for a United Nations 
aid organization, some of 
whose workers may have been 
involved with the Hamas attack 
on Israel on Oct. 7.

Sadly, it’s more and more dif-
ficult to take Congress seriously 
at a time when our domestic and 
international challenges are be-
coming more serious. Now, the 
United States finds itself grap-
pling with a monumental issue 
that threatens the very founda-
tion of our economic stability: a 
staggering national debt that is 
already above 122% of US gross 
domestic product. 

The ominous implications of 
this financial burden demand ur-
gent attention, yet the deafening 
silence from both major political 
parties leaves the nation teeter-

ing on the precipice of a fiscal ca-
tastrophe.

The latest data from the US 
Treasury Department, revealing 
the record-breaking debt, should 
serve as a wake-up call to a na-
tion already reeling from politi-
cal divisions. The urgency of the 
matter must be addressed, as fail-
ure to address this growing crisis 
may result in parts of the govern-
ment shutting down due to the 
lack of an annual budget. This 
scenario would further deepen 
the existing turmoil.

The trajectory of the nation-
al debt has surpassed projections 
set just a few years ago. While 
both the Trump and Biden ad-
ministrations inherited unprec-
edented national debt, they each 
resorted to heavy borrowing to 
facilitate economic recovery, and 
the aftermath has been far from 
the anticipated success story.

The escalating national debt is 
closely tied to government over-
spending, as highlighted by the 
nonpartisan Congressional Bud-
get Office. In 2023, the spending 
deficit represented 5.8% of GDP, 
highlighting a concerning trend. 
Although the spending deficit is 
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For more than 20 
years, thought leaders, 
policymakers, and readers 

have turned to Carolina Journal 
for the latest news and analysis. 
We thank you for that trust, and 
thrive on the daily engagement 
we have with our readers. Starting 
in 2024, we are stepping it up 
with the new Carolina Journal 
Poll. Building on decades of 
Civitas’ live-caller polling right 
here in North Carolina, the 
Carolina Journal Poll cuts through 
messaging to put hard numbers to 

the truth and trends behind the 
news.

In January, CJ’s first poll made 
headlines showing that a sol-
id majority of North Carolinians 
(60.2%) prefer a school fund-
ing system that ties dollars to the 
child’s needs, often called “back-
pack funding,” over the state’s 
current funding formula. An 
even higher percentage of teach-
ers (74.7%) would support this 
change. State-funded Educa-
tion Savings Accounts enjoy the 
greatest popularity, with nearly 
three-quarters (73.6%) support-
ing them — a marked increase 
from last January when voter 

SEE PAGES 10-11 to see who's on the ballot.
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Election integrity in NC
BY THERESA OPEKA

Election integrity has been 
on voters’ minds more 
since the 2020 election, 

both across the United States 
and in North Carolina. The 
subject was discussed at the 
John Locke Foundation’s  recent 
Carolina Liberty Conference.

The “Past, Present, and Future 
of NC Elections” panel discussion 
was hosted by Andy Jackson, di-
rector of the Civitas Center for 
Public Integrity. 

It featured Jim Stirling, re-
search fellow at the Civitas Cen-
ter; Kristen Eastlick, senior vice 
president of Capital Research 
Center; and Becky Arps, research 
director of Americans For Citizen 
Voting.

Stirling told the audience that 
there have been major improve-
ments to election integrity in 
North Carolina since the 2020 
election. Perhaps the biggest 
change, he said, was the elimi-
nation of “Zuck Bucks,” the send-
ing of private money to election 
boards.

“Zuck Bucks” refers to The 
Center for Tech and Civic Life, 
funded by Facebook found-
er Mark Zuckerberg and led by 
Democratic Party operatives.

“People were funding these 
county boards in a way that ad-
vantaged one party over anoth-
er,” he said. “Democrats had a 
much larger voting increase than 
Republicans did in these specific 
counties that accepted the mon-
ey.”

Eastlick said her group, Cap-
ital Research, believed this ap-
pearance of partisanship is 
what got CTCL in trouble. So 
much trouble, she said, that they 
changed their name to the United 
States Alliance for Election Ex-
cellence. 

They then focused on only 10 
counties across the nation, two 
of which were Brunswick and 
Forsyth Counties, as core coun-
ties. Both counties dropped out of 
the group in January.

Voter ID, which was approved 
by voters in 2018 in North Caro-
lina and has been the subject of 
various lawsuits, was finally im-
plemented in municipal elections 
in 2023 and will be fully imple-
mented this year.

Another victory for election 
integrity, Stirling said, was mov-
ing the mail-in ballot deadline 
from a three-day grace period fol-
lowing Election Day to Election 
Day being the final day for accep-
tance.

“That is a massive improve-
ment for North Carolina be-

cause we saw the gamesmanship 
that was played by the Board of 
Elections after the sue-and-set-
tle plans as well as the numbered 
memos,” he said.

Both the mail-in 
ballot deadline and 
the “Zuck Bucks” 
ban (along with 
codifying the num-
ber of poll watchers 
and same-day vot-
er registration ver-
ification) were part 
of Senate Bill 747, 
which is the subject 
of a lawsuit filed by 
the Democratic Na-
tional Committee 
and the state Dem-
ocratic party.

Stirling said 
same-day registra-
tion verification is 
important because 
of what he called 
“ghost voters” — 
people who had 
voted but weren’t 
verified for their lo-
cation.

“When you 
register to vote 
in North Caroli-
na, you are sent a card and sent 
it twice to make sure that you 
live in that location,” he said. “If 
you did same-day registration in 

a certain time period, you would 
not get that registration card by 
the time the ballot was counted 
and your vote would be counted, 

but they wouldn't 
verify your ad-
dress.”

Registered un-
affiliated voters 
have grown sig-
nificantly since 
the 2020 elec-
tion, growing 
nearly half a mil-
lion, followed by 
Republicans at 
169,000.

Stirling said 
that unaffiliat-
ed voters tend to 
follow the coun-
ty’s voting pat-
terns. For exam-
ple, Wake County 
unaffiliated voters 
will mostly vote 
Democrat, and 
Johnston unaffil-
iated voters will 
vote Republican.

R e d i s t r i c t -
ing maps al-
so come into 
play. They have 

changed twice due to lawsuits, 
but after the denial of an injunc-
tion against the Senate maps, 
they, including the state House 

and congressional maps, will be 
used in this year’s election cycle.

Eastlick said her organiza-
tion is seeing an increase in the 
growth of public policy organiza-
tions that use charitable dollars 
to benefit one party or another. 

In 2020, charitable giving 
by 501(c)(3)s was $34.7 billion, 
far overshadowing “dark mon-
ey” (such as Zuck Bucks) at $86 
million. With a representative 
sample of “hard dollars” (PACs), 
“outside money” (super PACs), 
“dark money,” and “charitable giv-
ing,” right now, it’s 10 to 1 Dem-
ocrat-aligned giving versus Re-
publican-aligned giving, Eastlick 
said.

She said charitable pub-
lic-policy organizations putting 
money into get-out-the-vote ef-
forts to register new voters goes 
back to the 2012 election between 
Mitt Romney and eventual win-
ner Barack Obama, with most of 
the money coming from founda-
tions like Carnegie. 

But the long-term angle was 
to develop election reforms like 
no voter ID, automatic registra-
tion, and early voting, which were 
implemented in the 2020 elec-
tion.

Eastlick also mentioned that 
a lot of the funding work is do-
ne through a political affairs firm 
called Arabella Advisors.

“The way it works is that 
that center circle runs all of the 
groups around the periphery,” she 
said. “New Venture Fund, a 501(c)
(3); Sixteen Thirty Fund, 501 
(c)(4); and Hopewell Fund and 
Windward Fund, both 501(c)(3)s; 
all engage in these public policy 
campaigns, but as fiscally spon-
sored projects.”

Eastlick said that Democrat-
ic lawyer Marc Elias’ groups, in-
cluding Democracy Docket, shuf-
fled almost $100 million among 
the groups. 

In the 2020 cycle, they got $3 
billion in revenue, more than the 
Republican National Commit-
tee, DNC, and all of state parties 
combined.

She also said they are trying 
to find ways for election boards to 
get FEMA money.

Arps said her organization is 
working with grassroots groups 
and legislators to amend state 
constitutions to say that only US 
citizens can vote in state munici-
pal elections because the US Con-
stitution doesn’t say that nonciti-
zens can’t vote.

She said a poll done in 2022 
shows 79% of people across the 
country said only citizens should 
vote, including 85% of those who 
identified as nonpartisan and 
56% of Democrats. 

The poll said 66% of North 
Carolinians favored only citizens 
voting, including 63% of those 
who identified as Democrats.

Arps and Eastlick agree that 
many noncitizens are trying to do 
the right thing.

“If there are really no inci-
dents of noncitizens voting, why 
do we have files of noncitizens 
telling the federal government 
they don't want to vote?” said 
Eastlick. “I can't vote. Please take 
me off the list.”

A question was raised if the 
“genie could be put back in the 
bottle” in terms of regaining trust 
in election integrity. 

Stirling said the “genie” has 
been out of the bottle for sever-
al years, with disinformation and 
misinformation being part of our 
election process.

He said there is a reason why 
people are now more engaged in 
politics.

“I think the reason we're see-
ing more of it is because peo-
ple are more politically inclined 
now,” he said. “Since 2016, peo-
ple became far more engaged in 
it and far more invested in poli-
tics than they previously had. So 
I don't think it's so much a symp-
tom of a change in American pol-
itics, but a change in our culture 
to begin with.”

Jim Stirling of Locke's Civitas Center for Public Integrity presents on election integrity at the 2024 Carolina 
Liberty Conference.
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If there are 
really no 
incidents of 
noncitizens 
voting, why do 
we have files 
of noncitizens 
telling the 
federal 
government 
they don't want 
to vote?

- Kristen Eastlick,  
senior vice president of 

Capital Research Center
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BY KATHERINE ZEHNDER

In North Carolina’s Sixth Con-
gressional District, six can-
didates are running for the 

seat currently held by Democrat 
US Rep. Kathy Manning, who 
is not seeking re-election. All 
six candidates are Republicans, 
as Democrats did not see much 
hope for victory in the new more 
right-leaning district.

The candidates running are 
Addison McDowell, Bo Hines 
(Republican nominee endorsed 
by former President Donald 
Trump in the 13th in 2022), 
Christian Castelli (Republican 
nominee in the last cycle), Dr. 
Mary Ann Contogiannis, Jay 
Wagner (former mayor of High 
Point), and Mark Walker (con-
gressman from 2015 to 2021).

Walker, who previously 
served the district, is running 
again for his old congressional 
seat. 

Before serving the Sixth Dis-
trict in Congress, he was a Bap-
tist minister in Winston-Salem 
and Greensboro.

“Walker has been endorsed by 
another influential GOP-aligned 
group, CPAC, which highlighted 
Walker’s consistent conservative 
voting in Congress,” wrote Dal-
las Woodhouse, state director of 
American Majority. 

“Walker is currently the best-
known candidate in the district, 
having represented some of it for 
six years, as well as from his pre-

BY JEFF MOORE

Congressional District 1, 
which includes all or part of 
19 counties in the northeast-

ern part of the state, is considered 
the only real swing district on the 
new North Carolina congressional 
map. Incumbent Democrat Rep. 
Don Davis and Libertarian can-
didate Tom Bailey have no prima-
ry challengers and will move for-
ward to the November ballot for 
the general election.

But 2024 will see a competi-
tive Republican primary on March 
5 between Laurie Buckhout and 
Sandy Smith, the 2022 Repub-
lican nominee, for the chance to 
challenge Davis in November.

In recent electoral histo-
ry, NC-1 was a relatively safe dis-
trict for Democrats. However, af-
ter post-census redistricting, the 
general election race has become 
more competitive. The Cook Polit-
ical Report 2024 House Race Rat-
ings rate NC-1 a “Toss-Up,” as do 
other election ratings outfits. It is 
one of the poorest of North Caro-
lina’s congressional districts, with 
a median household income about 
80% of the statewide average and 
a poverty rate about 30% high-
er than the statewide average. The 
district is racially diverse, with a 
population that is 47% white, 40% 
black, and 7% Hispanic.

Smith, of Nash County, de-
scribes herself as a business exec-

2024 PRIMARY ELECTIONS

Competitive primary, possibly general in NC-1

6 Republicans, no Democrats in NC-6

utive, entrepreneur, and real es-
tate investor. As the previous Re-
publican NC-1 nominee, Smith’s 
campaign has been active across 
the district in recent years. En-
dorsed by former President Don-
ald Trump in 2022, Smith lost the 
2022 general election to Davis by 
approximately 12,000 votes out of 
nearly 258,000 votes cast (~4.5%).

Smith describes herself on her 
campaign website as an “unapolo-
getic America first, Pro-Life, Pro-
Guns, Pro-Military, freedom-lov-
ing patriot fighter running for U.S. 
Congress in North Carolina’s 1st 
District.”

Adding, “I’m a fighter who’s 
not afraid to stand up for what 
is right and we need to do every-

thing we can to drain the swamp. I 
made history by swinging my dis-
trict 25 points towards the Repub-
licans and now it’s time we finish 
the job we started and take back 
our country in 2024.”

Buckhout, of Edenton, is a for-
mer military officer and first-time 
candidate. A retired Army colo-
nel, Buckhout ended her 26-year 
military career as chief of elec-
tronic warfare for the US Army af-
ter serving in myriad leadership 
and staff positions. After retir-
ing from the Army in 2010, Buck-
hout founded Corvus Consulting, 
a strategic consulting and services 
group, and served as its CEO until 
selling the business in 2019.

Buckhout describes herself 

as a “proven conservative fight-
er running to defend North Car-
olina families” and to “put an end 
to the Biden agenda.” According 
to her campaign website, Buck-
hout promises to “fight for Amer-
ica First policies” such as secur-
ing the border” and “rebuilding 
America’s military,” and pledges to 
“stand with our veterans.” Buck-
hout is endorsed in this primary 
by Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn (ret); 
the chair of the North Carolina 
Freedom Caucus, Rep. Keith Kid-
well, R-Beaufort; and chair of the 
NC House Agriculture Committee, 
Rep. Jimmy Dixon, R-Duplin.

NC-1 now enjoys consen-
sus “toss-up” status, after years 
spent as a safe seat for Demo-

crats. Election trends for the dis-
trict have certainly been affected 
by recent redistricting as well as 
softening support for top-of-the-
ticket Democrats, such as Presi-
dent Joe Biden. While North Car-
olina Republicans are expected 
to net at least three seats in Con-
gress across the state’s delegation 
(currently split 7R-7D), NC-1 rep-
resents a potential fourth pickup 
for the GOP.

A recent Carolina Journal Poll 
showed Republicans with a grow-
ing generic ballot advantage of 
5.9% when it comes to General 
Assembly races. As such, the win-
ner of the March 5 primary in NC-
1 may have wind at her back in a 
toss-up general election.

vious statewide campaigns for 
US Senate and governor, the lat-
ter of which he dropped to run 
for Congress.”

Hines was endorsed by Club 
for Growth. In 2022, when 
Hines was the nominee in the 
13th District, he was endorsed 
by Trump but lost the gener-
al election to state Sen. Wiley 
Nickel, a Democrat. 

One of the key issues Hines 
is running on, as evidenced by 
his first TV ad, is border security 
and immigration reform. 

Other key issues that Hines is 
running on include free speech, 
election integrity, the econo-
my, infrastructure, and Second 
Amendment rights.

Another young candidate, 

McDowell, was able to se-
cure Trump’s endorsement over 
Hines this cycle. 

McDowell, more recently, 
was also able to secure the sup-
port of US Sen. Ted Budd. Mc-
Dowell formerly worked as a 
constituent liaison in Budd’s of-
fice.

On Dec. 12, 2023, McDow-
ell announced his candidacy and 
was endorsed by Trump that 
night. McDowell also worked 
on US Rep. Richard Hudson’s 
(R-NC9) campaign. 

As evidenced by his first TV 
ad, border security is also one of 
the key issues on which McDow-
ell seems to be building his plat-
form. 

Other issues McDowell is 

running on are “protecting 
jobs” and “defending the Second 
Amendment,” according to his 
website.

Castelli won the GOP prima-
ry for the Sixth District last cy-
cle, but the seat was not as heav-
ily contested. 

Castelli’s background is large-
ly in military special forces. He 
served in uniform for 22 years, 
until he retired in 2012. 

Castelli was an Army air-
borne ranger and earned his 
green beret in 1998. 

He was then selected to at-
tend the Harvard Universi-
ty Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, from which he graduated 
in 2004 with a master’s degree 
in public administration. 

Then he served in prominent 
roles with the Department of 
Defense.

Wagner has served as the 
mayor of High Point since 2016. 
Wagner has been an attorney for 
25 years and is a partner at Fish-
er-Wagner law firm.

Contogiannis has lived in the 
district since she was two years 
old, grew up there, and has been 
practicing medicine for the past 
25 years.

All six candidates are run-
ning on border security and im-
migration reform as critical is-
sues in their platforms.

Without any candidates run-
ning on the Democrat side, the 
winner will be the presumed 
general election winner.

1ST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTNC PRIMARY ELECTIONS INSIGHTS

6TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTNC PRIMARY ELECTIONS INSIGHTS

5.9%
Republican generic ballot 

advantage in recent 
Carolina Journal polling

BY THE NUMBERS

0
Number of Democrats in 
NC-6 primary. The GOP 

winner goes to DC

BY THE NUMBERS

Christian Castelli
MILITARY OFFICER

Mary Ann Contogiannis
PLASTIC SURGEON

Bo Hines
BUSINESS OWNER

Addison McDowell
POLITICAL AIDE

Jay Wagner
MAYOR OF HIGH POINT

Mark Walker
CONSULTANT

Racially Diverse
NC-1 is 47% white, 40% black, and 7% Hispanic.

◼ WHITE 47% 
◼ BLACK 40%

◼ HISPANIC 7%
◼ OTHER  6%
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State House Speaker Tim 
Moore, R-Cleveland, and 
Senate Leader Phil Berger, 

R-Rockingham, joined an amicus 
brief in January filed at the US Su-
preme Court. Moore, Berger, the 
Arizona legislature, and attorneys 
general for 25 other states aim to 
keep Donald Trump on the presi-
dential election ballot.

The attorneys general from 
Indiana and West Virginia filed 
the brief ahead of Feb. 8 oral ar-
guments. This follows recent at-
tempts in North Carolina as well 
as Maine and Colorado to remove 
Trump from the primary ballot.

In response to these attempts, 
US Sen. Thom Tillis, R-NC, an-
nounced that he will soon be in-
troducing the Constitutional Elec-
tion Integrity Act to prevent just 
this kind of thing from happening 
again.

In late December a petition 
was filed by a Stokes County resi-
dent to keep Trump off the prima-
ry ballot. 

The petition cited the 14th 
Amendment and “alleged inciting 
insurrection,” even though Trump 
has never been charged or convict-
ed of insurrection.

“The State Board of Elections 
denied the petition, but not as 
full-throated as they should have,” 
Moore told Carolina Journal in an 
exclusive interview.  “The NCGA 
stands united on this brief. We will 
not allow voters to be denied vot-
ing for Trump or anyone else. On 
behalf of a Republican majority of 
the House of Representatives, we 
believe that it is imperative that 
voters across the country have the 
right to vote for Trump, or whom-
ever they want to vote for. At the 

end of the day, it is up to the voters. 
This is one of the biggest examples 
of tyranny I have seen.”

In this state, Democrat voters 
only have the option of voting for 
President Biden in the primary.

“The Democratic Party object-
ed to this, but the board of elec-
tions went along with it,” Moore 
added. “Election officials are uni-
laterally telling voters they don’t 
have the right to vote for Trump. 
While Trump is a victim, the big-
gest victims here are the voters.”

Trump seems to have majority 
support, not only in the state, but 
across the nation, Moore said.

“From poll numbers I have 
seen, the state is very supportive 
of President Trump. At the end of 
the day, it should be up to voters of 

every state to make that decision,” 
said Moore.

A decision from the Colorado 
Supreme Court to remove Trump 
from their state’s ballot is now be-
fore the US Supreme Court.

“Because this decision is from 
the highest tribunal in Colorado, it 
is important that the US Supreme 
Court settle this issue and settle it 
quickly. If several states remove 
candidates, they will arbitrarily de-
termine the outcome of the elec-
tion. This is unprecedented,” said 
Moore.

The amicus brief states several 
issues with the Colorado court de-
cision, including allegations that 
it disregards congressional proce-
dure, invites chaos into elections, 
misconstrues the Constitution, 

and eliminates voter choice.
“The case before the US Su-

preme Court is asking the Court to 
strike down states acting in a rogue 
way. We have joined the brief be-
cause this area of law needs to set-
tle quickly and uniformly across 
the country,” said Moore.

The brief states that another 
problem with the Colorado court 
decision is that it “thrust courts in-
to places where they don’t belong.”

“For any court to do this, in-
cluding a federal court, is a rogue 
court, by ruling someone ineligi-
ble to serve without any due pro-
cess. This state court is getting in-
volved in federal process and ex-
ceeding its constitutional authori-
ty,” said Moore.

Both the North Carolina pe-

tition and the Colorado court cite 
insurrection as the grounds for 
disqualification. However, Trump 
never has been charged with or 
convicted of insurrection. 

The brief asserts that the Colo-
rado court’s definition of insurrec-
tion is “standardless and vague.”

“Congress has not enacted any 
enabling legislation that would ap-
ply here. Yet the Colorado court 
went ahead and acted on its own. 
That choice was wrong,” states the 
brief.

Moore says this case is import-
ant to the preservation of free and 
fair elections.

“Voters want to make sure their 
vote counts, without cheating or 
interference from outside gov-
ernance,” he told Carolina Jour-
nal. “We want elections to be open 
and free, and free of fraud. When 
it comes to voting, when it comes 
to elections, it should be easy to 
vote but hard to cheat. This issue 
is about the very beginning before 
the ballots are printed and the first 
vote is cast.”

According to Moore, 2024 will 
be pivotal, particularly for the 
state’s Democrats.

“This Democratic Party is off 
the rails in leftist land that we have 
never seen. They are so unhinged 
and about trying to maintain pow-
er that they are trying to predeter-
mine the outcome of the election 
before the first vote is cast,” said 
Moore. 

“They are denying their own 
party’s voters the opportunity to 
vote for anyone other than Joe 
Biden. I hope it is a wake-up call 
for a lot of Democrats. The Repub-
lican Party is about free and fair 
elections and allowing the voters 
to choose. They still have time to 
change parties before the election.”

BY BRIANNA KRAEMER

The North Carolina House of 
Representatives has called 
on Gov. Roy Cooper to step 

up and address the southern bor-
der crisis impacting the state’s 
health and safety. The move comes 
after the Supreme Court ruled that 
federal agents can remove razor 
wire that Texas installed, sparking 
25 Republican state governors to 
band together in support of Texas.

All 72 Republicans in the 
North Carolina House sent a let-
ter to Cooper urging him to stand 
in solidarity with Texas as the state 
works to defend the border and 
protect American citizens. The 
House supermajority warned that 
they will take steps to handle the 
open border with Texas if the gov-
ernor fails to act.

“Unchecked, this crisis threat-
ens our basic security and free-
doms,” the letter reads. “We will 
not sit idly by while this President’s 
failure causes ruin to this great 
State and our nation as a whole. 
… Our state must stand in solidar-
ity with Texas and Governor Ab-
bott and support his efforts to de-
fend our southern border and pro-
tect our citizens. This body urges 
you to stand with Governor Abbott 
and speak out in support of his ac-
tions to protect his state.”

About 125 North Carolina 
National Guardsmen are work-
ing with the border patrol in Ea-
gle Pass, Texas, where Speaker 
Tim Moore, R-Cleveland, visited 
months ago. During a press con-
ference, he recalled watching im-

migrants walk right across the bor-
der, get detained for a very brief 
period, receive money, and then 
get sent on their way and told to 
come back for a court date five 
years later.

“These are folks who volun-
teered for this assignment,” Moore 
said regarding the NC Nation-
al Guardsmen sent to the border. 
“These are men and women who 
are taking time from their careers 
and their families here because 
they believe in the mission, and we 
appreciate your service.”

Texas has worked to halt the 
influx of illegal immigrants and 
drugs entering the country, but the 
Biden administration has sued, de-
layed, and removed physical barri-
ers.

Moore said the federal govern-
ment has willfully abandoned its 

POLITICS
Moore, Berger join SCOTUS filing to keep Trump on ballot

House calls to secure NC amid border crisis

A Border Patrol agent drives along the US/Mexico border in California.
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This is a clear and 
present danger to our 
country. So why are we 
as the state legislature 
weighing in? We’re doing 
it because while Texas 
may be the direction 
folks are coming in, 
North Carolina is now 
essentially a border 
state. 

- Speaker Tim Moore, 
R-Cleveland

duty to protect our nation’s sover-
eignty by allowing the border to re-
main open. Calling every state a 
border state, he pointed to the di-
rect impacts.

Since President Biden took of-
fice, 11,788 North Carolinians have 
died from fentanyl, a number that 
has at least doubled in the past few 
years. Additionally, North Caro-
lina recently ranked as the ninth-
worst state in the country for hu-
man trafficking cases. Foreign ac-
tors, traffickers, cartels, and gangs 
are all ongoing concerns as young, 
military-aged males enter from all 
parts of the world, including the 

Middle East, Russia, and China.
“This is a clear and present 

danger to our country,” warned 
Moore. “So why are we as the state 
legislature weighing in? We’re do-
ing it because while Texas may be 
the direction folks are coming in, 
North Carolina is now essential-
ly a border state. Because the folks 
don’t just stay in Texas. They move 
all over the country. And we have a 
situation like we’ve never seen.”

Lawmakers say the letter serves 
as a chance for Cooper to enact 
measures that protect North Caro-
linians. But if Cooper doesn’t help 
as requested, the General Assem-

bly has a backup plan come April, 
the start of the legislative session:

“We believe it is a critical issue. 
… We’re hoping the governor will 
take action. If not, the North Caro-
lina General Assembly is prepared 
to do so when we come back into 
session,” Moore stated.

Republicans in the North Caro-
lina Senate sent a unified message 
to Biden in January regarding his 
obstruction of Abbott’s ability to 
guard the southern border. In the 
letter, senators called on the ad-
ministration to “stop thwarting 
Texas from effectively guarding the 
southern border.”

1. Halt any discretionary 
cooperation with the 
federal government to place 
and house illegal migrants 
in North Carolina.

2. Commit to signing 
legislation that mandates 
cooperation with 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement by local police 
departments to remove 
illegal immigrants who are 
committing crimes.

3. Deploy additional National 
Guardsmen to assist Texas 
at the border.

The letter's signatories 
asked Cooper to take 
three main steps:

In late December a petition was filed by a Stokes County resident to keep Trump off the primary ballot. 
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BY BRIANNA KRAEMER

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
school board unanimous-
ly voted not to comply with 

North Carolina’s new Parents’ 
Bill of Rights in January, citing 
moral conflicts, but legal experts 
are cautioning of the potential 
“chaos” that could come from 
disregarding state laws.

North Carolina’s Parents’ Bill of 
Rights law passed in 2023 after the 
Republican legialartive superma-
jority voted to override Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s veto. Part of the new law 
requires schools to notify parents 
if a student changes their name or 
pronouns, and it also prohibits the 
discussion of gender identity, sex-
ual activity, or sexuality in kinder-
garten through fourth grade.

The two rules have become 
contentious points for some of the 
state’s largest school districts, with 
the Chapel Hill-Carrboro school 
board publicly dismissing the laws.

During the board’s public testi-
mony, several high school students 
urged officials to reject the Parents’ 
Bill of Rights. One young woman 
said kindergarten through fourth 
grade are “crucial developmental 
stages for children’s brains, where 
they start to evaluate themselves 
and the people around them.” An-
other student said “there is no ar-
gument to be made that gender 
identity is any less important than 
a core class when it holds such a 
valuable piece of today’s societal 
puzzle.”

Board Chair George Grif-
fin said the law is “just morally 
wrong, and we’re not going to do 

it this way.” He argued that some-
one needs to “stand up for what 
is right.” Thus, the board decid-
ed to allow classroom instruction 
about gender identity and sexuali-
ty in grades kindergarten through 
fourth grade, breaking with the 
Parents’ Bill of Rights. The board 
is also looking to school admin-
istrators when it comes to han-
dling pronoun and name chang-
es instead of looking to the state’s 
guidelines.

Lawmakers promptly noted 

that the school district’s move is 
illegal, including Senate Majority 
Whip Jim Perry, R–Lenoir.

“Law is the foundation that 
provides order and allows us to co-
exist together as a society. Disre-
gard for law leads to anarchy,” Per-
ry wrote on social media.

North Carolina school board 
officials took an oath of office to 
uphold the laws passed by the leg-
islators under Article VI of the 
state Constitution. Elected or ap-
pointed officials swear to “support 

and maintain the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, and the 
Constitution and laws of North 
Carolina not inconsistent there-
with.”

Bob Luebke, director of the 
John Locke Foundation’s Cen-
ter for Effective Education, called 
Griffin’s comments “deeply trou-
bling,” clarifying that personal 
opinions are not above the law.

“Does Mr. Griffin believe he has 
a right to violate that oath because 
he needs to ‘stand up for what’s 

right’? Would Mr. Griffin agree 
it’s OK for parents or teachers to 
stand up and call out textbooks as 
‘morally wrong’ and say ‘we’re not 
going to do it this way’? Conflating 
the rule of law to individual pref-
erence offers a quick trip to chaos,” 
Luebke warned.

Luebke said he expects the 
board’s policy to be challenged and 
to fail in a legal battle. As a candi-
date for attorney general, US Rep. 
Dan Bishop, R-NC8, forewarned 
on X that if he’s elected to office, 
officials who “think they’re above 
the law are going to find out.”

State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Catherine Truitt fired 
back at the board, calling the ille-
gal decision “unacceptable.”

The board will vote on the mat-
ter again in an upcoming meeting. 
Other school boards in progres-
sive, often urban, areas have also 
discussed how to get around the 
new law.

NORTH CAROLINA

Public comments during Chapel Hill/Carrboro Board of Education meeting.

Chapel Hill school board defies Parents’ Bill of Rights
Law is the 
foundation that 
provides order 
and allows us to 
coexist together 
as a society. 
Disregard for law 
leads to anarchy. 

- Senate Majority Whip
Jim Perry, R-Lenoir

3.5% of NC ag land foreign held
BY KATHERINE ZEHNDER

In North Carolina, upwards 
of 700,000 acres, or 3.5% of 
agricultural land, is foreign 

held, according to a report by 
the Congressional Research Ser-
vice.

This is in parallel with the na-
tional trend of US foreign hold-
ings of agricultural land. In 2022, 
US foreign holdings of agricultur-
al land grew by more than 8%, ac-
cording to a report by Reuters.

The Government Accountabil-
ity Office in January released its 
report to Congress concerning the 
foreign investments in US agricul-
tural land and the systems used to 
collect, track, and share this infor-
mation. 

In 2021, US foreign holdings of 
agricultural land grew to approxi-
mately 40 million acres nation-
wide, a 40% increase since 2016, 
according to the GAO report.

The report also found that the 
US Department of Agriculture  
does not share updated and time-
ly data on foreign investments in 
US agricultural land as collected 
under the Agricultural Foreign In-
vestment Disclosure Act of 1978. 

Agencies on the Committee on 
Foreign Investments in the Unit-
ed States, which include the De-
partment of the Treasury and the 
Department of Defense, identi-
fy and review transactions that 
could pose risks to national secu-
rity, such as the proximity of for-
eign-held land to a military in-
stallment.

The annual publication of se-
lected AFIDA information is 

available to CFIUS agencies to as-
sess national security risks. 

However, the DOD indicated 
in the GAO report that the AFIDA 
information they use needs to be 
more specific, more updated, and 
updated more frequently than on 
an annual basis.

“Sharing current data could 
help increase visibility into poten-
tial national security risks related 
to foreign investments in US ag-
ricultural land,” according to the 
GAO report.

Foreign holdings of US land 
can pose national security risks, 
particularly when such holdings 
are near a military site, the DOD 
said. 

The GAO report found errors 
with the AFIDA data through cal-
endar year 2021, such as the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the largest 
land holder, being counted twice. 

In 2022, members of Congress 
expressed concerns about Chi-
nese-owned cropland near Grand 
Forks Air Force base in North Da-
kota, particularly given sensitive 
drone technology in use at the 
base.

Agricultural land is not the on-
ly land in North Carolina owned 
by foreign entities. The site of a 
potential future Influx Care Facil-
ity, which take in unaccompanied 
minor migrants, in Greensboro is 

tied to a previously publicly traded 
Chinese company.

“We certainly don’t want to 
lose control of our ag lands that 
are so vital to feeding us, and we 
want to be sure our military bas-
es are protected,” Steve Troxler, 
North Carolina commissioner of 
Agriculture, told Carolina Jour-
nal in an email. “Not only are we 
concerned about foreign-owned 
land, but we are very concerned 
about the development of ag land 
in North Carolina that is happen-
ing at a rapid rate.”

Under AFIDA, foreign individ-
uals who acquire or transfer agri-
cultural land are required to re-
port the transaction to the USDA. 

The problem arises, however, 
with the enforcement of this law. 

During a March 2023 congressio-
nal hearing, Tom Vilsack, then-
US secretary of agriculture, re-
ported that the USDA is reliant on 
foreign individuals to self-report 
AFIDA information, according to 
the GAO report.

Despite the amount of for-
eign-owned agricultural land in 
the state, North Carolina is one of 
only seven states with a downward 
trend in foreign held land, accord-
ing to the USDA report.

Last fall, state lawmakers filed 
House Bill 463, the NC Farmland 
and Military Protection Act. 

The primary sponsors of 
the bill are House Speaker Tim 
Moore, R-Cleveland; Rep. John 
Bell, R-Wayne; Rep. Jeff Zenger, 
R-Forsyth; and Rep. Jennifer 

Balkcom, R-Henderson.
While North Carolina law per-

mits a certain level of foreign in-
vestment in land within the state, 
this bill “would prevent certain 
foreign governments from acquir-
ing certain North Carolina re-
al property,” according to the Na-
tional Agricultural Law Center.

After passing unanimously in 
the House, the bill was referred 
to the Senate Committee on Rules 
and Operations in April 2023 and 
is again eligible for consideration 
in the Senate during the upcom-
ing legislative session.

“Everyday we are learning how 
vulnerable we have become with 
foreign adversaries purchasing ag-
ricultural land, not just in North 
Carolina but across the country,” 
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700,000
Acres of land in North Carolina 

ownd by foreign entities, 
according to Congress.

BY THE NUMBERS

Grand Forks Airbase in North Dakota. Foreign holdings of US land can pose national security risks.
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BY DAVID BASS

A major expansion of school 
choice got underway in 
North Carolina when ap-

plications for the larger Op-
portunity Scholarship Program 
opened Feb. 1 But that doesn’t 
mean the voucher program 
won’t face challenges. That’s due, 
in part, to the potential for in-
creased demand combined with 
lagging funding to fulfill the 
scholarships in the upcoming 
school year.

Supporters and members of 
the media often label the expand-
ed program as “universal school 
choice.” 

It is universal in the sense that 
every family with a school-aged 
child in the state can now apply 
for a scholarship. Access to those 
scholarships, though, will remain 
limited by the amount of money 
budgeted for the program.

Opportunity Scholarships 
are the state’s voucher program 
meant to defray the cost of a pri-
vate-school education for families 
that choose such a route. 

The program has been around 
since 2013 and has steadily grown 
in popularity. 

The number of students receiv-
ing Opportunity Scholarships has 
more than doubled since the 2019-
2020 school year and the begin-
ning of the pandemic.

In response, lawmakers passed 
a massive expansion in 2023 that 
opens scholarships to all fami-
lies, regardless of income, and ex-
pands the piggy bank for the pro-
gram to more than $505 million in 
a reserve fund by the 2031-2032 
school year.

But a funding problem could 
crop up in the short term. 

Lawmakers appropriated $177 
million for the program’s reserve 
fund for the 2023-2024 school 

1. At least 5 years old by 
Aug. 31 or at least 4 
years old by April 16 and 
approved for Kindergarten 
according to State 
guidelines

2. Lives in North Carolina

3. Has not graduated from 
high school

4. Has not enrolled in a 
post-secondary institution 
full-time

Eligibility Requirements

NORTH CAROLINA

Sports betting to begin in NC early March
BY CJ STAFF

The North Carolina State 
Lottery Commission voted 
unanimously to allow mo-

bile sports betting on March 11 
at noon.

Gov. Roy Cooper signed 
House Bill 347 into law last June 
to authorize sports betting in the 
Tar Heel State. During the bill 
signing at the Spectrum Center 
in Charlotte, where the Charlotte 
Hornets play, Cooper said, “This 
is a historic moment for the state 
of North Carolina, and this will 
benefit our economy for genera-
tions to come.”

The commission had a win-
dow from Jan. 8 to June 15 to 
initiate mobile sports betting as 
per the state law. The state law 
permits a maximum of 12 on-
line sports betting companies to 
function within the state. Sterl 
Carpenter, deputy executive di-
rector of Gaming Compliance 
and Sports Betting, said nine 
companies have already submit-
ted information to the state.

“The commission has re-
ceived voluminous application 
materials from nine entities that 
want to become operators in the 
state,” said Carpenter. “Review of 
those license applications, and 
the applications for service pro-
viders and suppliers, are well un-

derway at this time.”
On March 1, 10 days be-

fore betting can begin, approved 
companies can start allowing us-
ers to create accounts and depos-
it money. The approved timeline 
will allow betting just in time for 
the NCAA March Madness tour-
nament on March 19.

According to a survey by The 
American Gaming Association, 
March Madness is the most pop-
ular time for sports wagering, 
with a quarter of all American 
adults (68 million) planning to 
bet on the tournament last year.

Details on in-person betting 
have not been finalized by the 
commission at this time.

Information on approved 
companies will soon be available 
on ncgaming.gov.
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May 14, 2018
The United States Supreme 
Court struck down the federal 
ban on state authorization of 
sports betting.

June 1, 2023
House Bill 347 passes the 
North Carolina Senate.

June 7, 2023
North Carolina House 
concurs with the Senate 
and the bill is ratified.

June 14, 2023
Gov. Roy Cooper signed the 
sports wagering bill into law.

March 19, 2024
NCAA March Madness 
tips off.

March 1, 2024
Approved companies can 
start allowing users to 
create accounts and deposit 
money.

March 11, 2024
Legalized online sports 
betting officially begins 
in North Carolina.

Opportunity Scholarship success poses challenge

Feb. 1 - March 1, 2024: 
Priority window for 
applications

After March 1, 2024: 
Applicants are put on a 
waiting list if funds remain

Early April:   
Awards are announced

May/June:   
Any awards for the waitlist 
are announced

Application Deadlines

Program growth over time (2017-2023)

DISBURSEMENT 
$28,058,656

2017-2018

5,000

10,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

15,000

0

7,371
9,651

12,284

16,042

20,377

25,568

DISBURSEMENT 
$37,988,912

2018-2019
DISBURSEMENT 
$48,117,458

2019-2020
DISBURSEMENT 
$61,469,926

2020-2021
DISBURSEMENT 
$79,467,926

2021-2022
DISBURSEMENT 
$134,639,138

2022-2023

SOURCES:  DATA FROM NC STATE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE AUTHORITY WEBSITE (NCSEAA)
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year, an amount that increases to 
$192 million for the 2024-2025 
school year. 

The following year, the pro-
gram gets a significant funding 
uptick to $416 million.

The question: For the upcom-
ing school year, could demand 
outstrip the funding available, giv-
en the modest increase in spend-
ing coupled with the expansion of 
families who qualify?

The new approach

There is already evidence that 
demand for the program is spik-
ing. Shortly after the application 

window opened at midnight on 
Feb. 1, the North Carolina State 
Education Assistance Authority’s 
website crashed due to too much 
traffic, as people rushed to apply.

To answer the question on de-
mand outstripping supply, it’s im-
portant to understand how the 
new system works. 

Families already receiving Op-
portunity Scholarships get first 
priority for renewals. The priority 
window for new families to apply 
is Feb. 1 to March 1. 

The lowest income tier gets 
first priority on receiving scholar-
ships — income of $57,720 a year 
or less for a family of four — and 
each applicant is entered into a 

random lottery. 
The next tier — those mak-

ing $115,440 annually for a family 
of four — get the next priority, al-
so by lottery.Assuming any funds 
remain, students in the third and 
fourth tiers are offered scholar-
ships in a lottery as well. 

These income levels have 
drawn the most scrutiny: For 
the third tier, it’s those making 
$259,740 or less for a family of 
four, while the fourth tier is any 
household income above the third 
tier maximum amount.

The awards are announced to 
the winning families in early April. 

Students who aren’t awarded 
are added to a waitlist and are con-

sidered for a later award — likely 
announced in May or June.

Running out of money?

As of Dec. 13, 32,170 students 
were receiving Opportunity Schol-
arships for a total allocation of $95 
million for the fall semester. 

According to the North Caroli-

TO
TA

L N
UM

BE
R 

OF
 ST

UD
EN

TS

TOTAL AMOUNT SPENT ON PROGRAM



THE CAROLINA JOURNAL  |  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2024

8 NORTH CAROLINA

BY CJ STAFF

The US Supreme Court has 
declined to take the case 
of Stephen Porter, a North 

Carolina State University pro-
fessor who claimed he faced re-
taliation for critical statements 
involving social justice and di-
versity, equity, and inclusion.

The high court rejected Por-
ter’s case on Jan. 22 without com-
ment. A split 2-1 panel of the 4th 
US Circuit Court of Appeals had 
ruled against Porter in July 2023.

“The court below ruled that a 
public university professor’s state-
ments criticizing the prioritiza-
tion of racial diversity over aca-
demic rigor in faculty hiring and 
evaluation were unprotected by 
the First Amendment,” Porter’s 
lawyers wrote in October in a Su-
preme Court petition. “Instead, it 
held that these statements were 
made pursuant to the professor’s 
job duties and were thus unpro-
tected under this Court’s decision 
in Garcetti v. Ceballos.”

“The court further held that 
because the professor’s state-
ments were not ‘a product of his 
teaching or scholarship,’ they 
were not entitled to protection 
under the Fourth Circuit’s excep-
tion to Garcetti for speech relat-
ed to scholarship and teaching,” 
Porter’s lawyers added.

“Resolving the uncertainty 
around the scope of public uni-
versity professors’ free speech 
rights is essential to ensuring 
that American academic insti-
tutions are not ruled by an ideo-

logical orthodoxy that ruthless-
ly eliminates dissent from its 
ranks,” the petition continued. 
“Public university professors who 
question the primacy of so-called 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
(‘DEI’) constantly find them-
selves subject to retaliation that 
must have a remedy at law.”

“If this retaliation goes un-
checked, public universities will 
rapidly lose any semblance of 
ideological diversity and will be 
unable to function as the quint-
essential marketplace of ideas 
that is ‘one of the vital centers 
for the Nation’s intellectual life,’” 

Porter’s lawyers wrote.
State Justice Department 

lawyers representing the univer-
sity responded to Porter’s allega-
tions in December.

“In this case, he claims that 
the University has retaliat-
ed against him for his protected 
speech,” the Justice Department 
brief argued. “But as the Fourth 
Circuit correctly held, Porter 
failed to plausibly allege any vi-
olation of his First Amendment 
rights.”

“Porter nonetheless seeks this 
Court’s review, claiming that the 
decision below implicates a divi-

sion among the courts of appeals 
on three issues. But these alleged 
splits of authority are illusory,” 
the state lawyers argued.

Porter sued the universi-
ty in federal court in September 
2021. He argued that his consti-
tutionally protected statements 
prompted retaliation from NC-
SU.

“Appellant’s Complaint al-
leges that he has been outspoken 
in recent years concerning the fo-
cus on ‘so-called “social justice” 
affecting academia in general’ 
and ‘his concern that the field of 
higher education study is aban-
doning rigorous methodological 
analysis in favor of results-driv-
en work aimed at furthering a 
highly dogmatic view of “diver-
sity,” “equity,” and “inclusion,”’” 
wrote Judge Stephanie Thacker 
for the 2-1 4th Circuit majority 
that ruled against Porter in July.

“In this vein, Appellant iden-
tifies three statements or com-
munications he made between 
2016 and 2018 which, in his view, 
are protected speech,” Thacker 
wrote. “According to Appellant, 
he was eventually subject to ad-
verse employment actions in re-
taliation for these three commu-
nications.”

In spring 2016, Porter ques-
tioned adding an item about di-
versity to student course evalu-
ations. He suggested “that the 
proposal had been made without 
proper research,” according to 
the majority opinion. A 2017 re-
port from NCSU’s Office of Insti-
tutional Equity and Diversity la-

beled Porter a “bully.”
Porter cited a second commu-

nication that took place in 2018. 
When an Inside Higher Ed ar-
ticle criticized a faculty search 
committee led by one of Por-
ter’s colleagues, he sent a link to 
the article in an email to all de-
partment faculty members. Por-
ter wrote, “Did you all see this? … 
This kind of publicity will make 
sure we rocket to number 1 in 
the rankings. Keep up the good 
work, Alyssa!”

The third communication 
took place in September 2018. 
Porter published a post on his 
personal blog accusing the As-
sociation for the Study of Higher 
Education of becoming a “woke 
joke.” The post focused on top-
ics for an upcoming ASHE con-
ference. “According to Appellant, 
this research demonstrated that 
the focus of the conference had 
shifted from general, post-sec-
ondary research to social justice,” 
Thacker wrote.

“Appellant’s post concluded 
with his commentary, ‘I prefer 
conferences where 1) the attend-
ees and presenters are smarter 
than me and 2) I constantly learn 
new things. That’s why I stopped 
attending ASHE several years 
ago,’” according to the 4th Circuit 
opinion.

In October 2018 Porter con-
tends his supervisors started the 
process of removing him from his 
department’s Higher Education 

SCOTUS rejects NCSU professor’s DEI case
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BY ZACH ROUNCEVILLE

In the aftermath of a shoot-
ing of five people during 
New Year’s Eve celebrations 

in Uptown Charlotte that al-
so led to injuries of three police 
officers, Charlotte City Council-
man Tariq Bokhari has proposed, 
and hopes to ultimately imple-
ment, a crime task force for the 
city designed to prevent such in-
cidents in the future, particular-
ly among juveniles.

In terms of where the pro-
posal for the task force stands, 
Bokhari said he has made it of-
ficial with other city leaders and 
they are receptive to the idea.

“I have made the proposal for 
a CLTCC task force on crime offi-
cial,” he told Carolina Journal in 
an emailed statement. “The re-
sponse from fellow council mem-
bers has been cautiously opti-
mistic, and we have had several 
meetings strategizing next steps. 
Many recognize the necessity of 
such a task force, though there 
are varying opinions on its scope 
and approach. As for the public 
reaction, there's strong support. 
Our community wants action 
and accountability, and this task 
force represents a step towards 
that. It’s about bringing together 
diverse perspectives to formulate 
strategies that are not only effec-
tive but also sustainable.”

Bokhari said the primary ob-
jectives of the task force are to fo-
cus on crime analysis and recid-
ivism rates, working closely with 
city leaders in law enforcement 
and other organizations.

“The primary objective of 
the task force would be to con-
duct a thorough analysis of the 

crime patterns in Charlotte, fo-
cusing particularly on repeat of-
fenders and the factors leading 
to recidivism,” said Bokhari. “The 
task force should be empowered 
to work closely with law enforce-
ment, the General Assembly, ju-
dicial systems, and communi-
ty organizations to develop da-
ta-driven strategies.”

Under the “Raise the Age” ini-
tiative, which became effective in 
2019, nonviolent offenses alleged 
to have been committed by those 
up to 19 years old will be heard in 
juvenile court instead of the adult 
criminal justice system.

“It’s not just about law en-

forcement; it’s about rehabil-
itation, community engage-
ment, and preventive measures,” 
Bokhari said. “The goal is to cre-
ate a multifaceted approach to 
reduce crime and enhance pub-
lic safety effectively. Concepts are 
already being vetted like revisit-
ing the effectiveness of ‘Raise the 
Age’ legislation, to a scorecard 
approach for magistrates, to laws 
holding parents more account-
able for the repeat criminal ac-
tions of youth.”

The “Raise the Age” legisla-
tion and scorecard approach-
es were discussed in more de-
tail during a meeting Bokhari re-

cently held with NC legislators 
John Bradford and Tim Moore. 
Bokhari thought the meeting was 
successful and intends to have 
the General Assembly involved.

“With the support of Tim and 
John along with other folks in the 
Senate, and now with the atten-
tion we’ve garnered on the crime 
task force, I think there’s a sce-
nario where we could potential-
ly overhaul the magistrate system 
with this scorecard approach,” 
Bokhari said. “I think that’s got a 
lot of potential.”

The task force plan also has 
the support of the Mecklenburg 
County District Attorney’s of-

fice. In a statement to CJ, Mi-
chael Stolp, who serves as its 
community liaison coordinator, 
said the office is willing to work 
with Bokhari on improving pub-
lic safety in Charlotte.

“We are grateful for Council-
man Bokhari’s interest in pro-
moting community safety, and, 
to the extent there’s a willingness 
to sit down and work on public 
safety issues, we are more than 
ready to actively engage,” he said. 
“In the meantime, we’ll contin-
ue to work with our law enforce-
ment and community partners to 
advance public safety, today and 
every day.”

Deterring crime in the 
Queen City

Addressing rising criminal ac-
tivity in Charlotte has been an is-
sue for many years. City lead-
ers and other stakeholders in 
crime prevention have had to 
deal with a host of problems in-
cluding retail theft and rising lev-
els of crime among juveniles, the 
latter of which increased in 2023. 
Bokhari said the statistics are in-

Charlotte City Councilman Tariq Bokhari, center, meets with NC House Speaker Tim Moore, R-Cleveland, 
right, and congressional candidate John Bradford, left, on the Crime Task Force.
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Charlotte cracks down on crime
I have made the 
proposal for a CLTCC 
task force on crime 
official.

- Charlotte City Councilman
Tariq Bokhari

continued PAGE 12

Stephen Porter, a professor at North Carolina State University, alleged 
retaliation for his critiques of DEI ideology.

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 S

TE
PH

EN
 P

O
R

TE
R



9
FEBRUARY/MARCH 2024  |  THE CAROLINA JOURNAL

NORTH CAROLINA

ter called for the railway to ex-
tend "from the Wilmington and 
Raleigh Railroad where the same 
passes over the Neuse River in the 
county of Wayne, via Raleigh, and 
thence by the most practical route, 
Salisbury, in the county of Rowan, 
to the town of 9Charlotte in the 
county of Mecklenburg."

Passage of the 1848 North 
Carolina Railroad bill was not 
easy. Our state's current urban/
rural divide may be mild in com-
parison to the stark division of 
interests between the eastern 
and western parts of the state in 
those times. Passage came down 
to a slim margin of approval in 
the NC House and an even slim-
mer margin in the NC Senate — 
one vote. That one vote ended the 
political career of state Sen. Cal-
vin Graves; the proposed corri-
dor did not run through his dis-
trict. The influential Democrat 
was never again elected to polit-
ical office.

The structure of the railroad 
legislation set up what we refer to 
today as a public-private partner-
ship. Other private railways exist-
ed on north-south corridors, but 
NCRR proponents aimed to con-
nect the whole state, east to west, 
to truly enable development of an 
intra-state economy. The bill al-
located $2 million from the state 
to purchase stock on the condi-
tion that $1 million be raised via 
stock sales to private citizens. 
Graves, former Gov. John Motley 
Morehead, and others toured the 
state to pitch investors on an in-
vestment they hoped would bring 
North Carolina into the modern 
age.

While the official charter of 
NCRR routes it from Charlotte 
to Goldsboro, the NC Gener-
al Assembly also incorporated in 
1852 the Atlantic & North Car-
olina Railroad. This line, spear-
headed by NCRR president and 
former Gov. John Motley More-
head, connected Goldsboro to a 
600-acre peninsula suitable for 
a coastal port called Shephard's 
Point, in Carteret County. The re-
sulting planned community was 
named Morehead City. (NCRR 
and A&NCRR merged officially 
in 1989.)

By 1850, the capital was 
raised, and the North Caroli-
na Railroad Company was born. 
Construction began in 1852 
(from Goldsboro in the east and 
Charlotte in the west), and after 
appealing to the legislature for 
an additional $1 million due to 
construction cost overruns, the 
North Carolina Railroad opened 
in 1856.

Growth

With the railroad operation-
al, financial success came quickly. 
Revenue increased each year, and 
along with it, government reve-
nue, as the state was the largest 
stockholder (75% of outstanding 
shares). This burgeoning com-
mercial activity gave rise to towns 
most of us are familiar with: Bur-
lington, a midway point at which 
NCRR established its compa-
ny shops; Thomasville; Mebane; 
High Point; Durham; Clayton; 
Selma; and even Morehead City.

The rail connections were 
a boon for expanded trade. As 
farmers imported new fertiliz-
ers, crop yields in wheat, cotton, 
and tobacco took off. Newly es-

tablished towns like Durham and 
High Point became hubs of the 
tobacco and textile industries, 
and heretofore unprofitable mar-
kets for crops and materials were 
opened up to opportunistic pro-
ducers and entrepreneurs.

Indeed, North Carolina flour-
ished commercially during this 
period, shaking off the sleepy Rip 
Van Winkle label and beginning 
to stand on an invigorated eco-
nomic footing until the advent 
of the Civil War. While tracks 
and infrastructure suffered dis-
repair and outright destruction 
during the War, railroad traffic it-
self increased markedly. By 1867, 
damages were repaired, and new 
equipment was purchased, a 
valuable asset for North Carolina 
to leverage during Reconstruc-
tion and into the 20th century.

Operation & Ownership

While building a railroad 

to connect the Old North State 
proved critical for economic de-
velopment, keeping the trains 
running on time may have been 
less attractive. Perhaps spurred 
as well by natural suspicions 
around which connected politi-
cians may have been unduly ben-
efiting from the NCRR's qua-
si-governmental creation, the 
company signed a 30-year lease 
for Richmond and Danville Rail-
road (R&DRR) to take over oper-
ations and equipment on the cor-
ridor. R&DRR was later acquired 
by Southern Railway (now Nor-
folk Southern), a JP Morgan ven-
ture, in 1894, and a new 99-year 
lease was entered into.

The lease arrangements have 
changed a few times, each be-
tween NCRR and now Norfolk 
Southern, culminating in the 
current trackage agreements. Ev-
er since, the NCRR has operated 
more as a real-estate asset, leas-
ing out exclusive freight-service 

rights.
So, the bifurcated ownership 

structure that marked NCRR 
from its formation remained. 
That is, until 1998, when the 
state bought out the 25% of pri-
vate stockholders, and NCRR be-
came an only slightly less compli-
cated entity: a privately-run busi-
ness wholly owned by the state 
of North Carolina. At the time, 
NCRR was valued at $289 mil-
lion.

Instead of cash dividend pay-
ments to shareholders (the state), 
the NC General Assembly passed 
legislation in 2000 enabling re-
investing those dividends into 
improving corridor infrastruc-
ture and maintenance. Yet, even 
in the 2000s, many lawmakers 
may have been surprised to learn 
the State owned a railroad. In 
2012, curiosity ran over, and the 
state legislature directed the Pro-
gram Evaluation Division (PED) 
of the General Assembly to con-

duct a comprehensive evaluation 
of NCRR, "a discretely reported 
component of the State of North 
Carolina, of which the State is 
sole shareholder."

The report highlighted the 
historical, financial, and opera-
tional details of NCRR. It also 
made certain recommendations 
for the state to realize a better re-
turn on this convoluted partner-
ship. In it, PED suggests NCRR 
has benefited from its unique re-
lationship with the state of North 
Carolina, but that the state real-
ly hasn't profited financially from 
the arrangement.

While the 2012 report ob-
served the state is quite limited in 
its oversight of NCRR, owing to 
its status as a private corporation, 
it advised against selling NCRR 
or the corridor to private inter-
ests as "these valuable rail assets 
and their long-term earnings po-
tential would be lost" to the state. 
Further recommendations in-
cluded requiring a one-time div-
idend and annual dividend equal 
to 25% of income thereafter, 
strengthening reporting require-
ments for NCRR, and requiring 
them to sell non-essential prop-
erties with proceeds directed to 
the General Fund.

Next stop?

In the decade since the pro-
gram evaluation, an effort that 
presumably satisfied then-law-
makers' curiosity about the state-
owned railroad, NCRR has con-
tinued its mission to maximize 
value across the corridor within 
which it operates.

Take a look at recent annu-
al reports and you'll find NCRR 
investments that track with the 
most notable economic devel-
opment announcements over 
the past two years. It shows how 
state spending (taxpayer spend-
ing) on big economic-develop-
ment "wins" like Vinfast and Toy-
ota Battery is often more than 
meets the eye.

In NCRR's 2022 annual re-
port, the most recent available, 
NCRR lists an investment of $1 
million toward the site of Vin-
fast's Randolph County produc-
tion facility and a $35 million in-
vestment contributing toward 
the Greensboro-Randolph Meg-
asite that will be home to Toyo-
ta's new battery plant. The same 
report lists 2022 operating losses 
and net losses of $16,629,142 and 
$58,336,316, respectively.

Investments like these could 
make a lot of sense from the rail-
road's perspective, but the bot-
tom line is isn't exactly clear when 
considering NCRR's ownership 
structure. Partnerships between 
public and private interests were 
not exactly unique when NCRR 
was formed and they are hardly 
rare in modern day. What is un-
usual, by NCRR's admission, is 
the unique partnership of a pri-
vately owned corporation, whose 
stock is wholly owned by the 
state, that has endured for more 
than 150 years and grown to in-
clude the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation and oth-
er taxpayer-supported entities.

Where the next stop is for 
NCRR is a matter of inertia. It's 
hard to stop a train, after all, es-
pecially one that's been building 
momentum in this unique eco-
nomic development arrangement 
for over a century. It must then 
rely upon lawmakers' willing-
ness to again examine whether 
the state of North Carolina own-
ing a railroad is what's best for 
the people of North Carolina or if 
an evolution toward private own-
ership of this historical uniquity 
might leave them better off.

North Carolina Railroad stock certificate.

NC Train makes stop in Burlington, North Carolina.
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The 317-mile railway stretching from Charlotte to Morehead City, known as 
the NC Railroad Company, is a private corporation whose stock is 100% 
owned by the State of North Carolina.

   THE NC RAILROAD COMPANY

continued from PAGE 7

NC-owned 
railroad



THE CAROLINA JOURNAL  |  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2024

10 2024 PRIMARY ELECTIONS

PRIMARY ELECTIONS:
March 5

EARLY VOTING: 
Feb. 15 - Mar. 2

ABSENTEE REQUESTS DUE:
Feb. 27 (5:00pm)

ABSENTEE BALLOTS DUE: 
Mar. 5 (7:30pm)

PRESIDENT 

Ron  
DESANTIS

Nikki
 HALEY

Asa  
HUTCHINSON

Vivek  
RAMASWAMY

Donald J.  
TRUMP

Ryan  
BINKLEY

Chris 
CHRISTIE

Dale R. 
FOLWELL

Bill  
GRAHAM

Mark
ROBINSON

GOVERNOR

LT. GOVERNOR
 ☐  Rivera Douthit
 ☐ Jeffrey Elmore
 ☐ Marlenis Hernandez Novoa
 ☐ Allen Mashburn
 ☐ Jim O'Neill
 ☐ Sam Page
 ☐ Ernest T. Reeves
 ☐ Hal Weatherman
 ☐ Seth Woodall
 ☐ Deanna Ballard
 ☐ Peter Boykin

SEC. OF STATE
 ☐ Jesse Thomas
 ☐ Christine E. Villaverde
 ☐ Chad Brown 

STATE AUDITOR
 ☐ Charles Dingee
 ☐ Jim Kee
 ☐ Anthony Wayne (Tony) Street
 ☐ Jeff Tarte
 ☐ Dave Boliek
 ☐ Jack Clark

STATE TREASURER
 ☐ A. J. Daoud
 ☐ Rachel Johnson
 ☐ Brad Briner

SUP. OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION

 ☐ Michele Morrow
 ☐ Catherine Truitt

ATTORNEY GENERAL
Dan Bishop (UNOPPOSED)

AGRICULTURE 
COMMISSIONER

 ☐ Colby (Bear) Hammonds
 ☐ Steve Troxler

LABOR 
COMMISSIONER

 ☐  Luke Farley
 ☐ Jon Hardister
 ☐ Chuck Stanley
 ☐ Travis J. Wilson

INSURANCE 
COMMISSIONER

 ☐ Andrew Marcus
 ☐ C. Robert Brawley
 ☐ Mike Causey

CONGRESS

REPUBLICANS

DISTRICT 1
 ☐ Laurie Buckhout
 ☐ Sandy Smith

DISTRICT 2
 ☐ Eugene Douglass
 ☐ Robert Morales
 ☐ Alan Swain

DISTRICT 3
Gregory Murphy 
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 4
 ☐ Eric Blankenburg
 ☐ Mahesh Ganorkar

DISTRICT 5
 ☐ Virginia Foxx
 ☐ Ryan Mayberry

DISTRICT 6
 ☐ Christian Castelli
 ☐ Mary Ann 

Contogiannis
 ☐ Bo Hines
 ☐ Addison McDowell
 ☐ Jay Wagner
 ☐ Mark Walker

DISTRICT 7 
David Rouzer 
(UNOPPOSED) 

DISTRICT 8
 ☐ Allan Baucom
 ☐ John Bradford III
 ☐ Don Brown
 ☐ Leigh Brown
 ☐ Mark Harris
 ☐ Chris Maples

DISTRICT 9
 ☐ Richard Hudson
 ☐ Troy Tarazon

DISTRICT 10
 ☐ Charles Eller
 ☐ Pat Harrigan
 ☐ Diana Jimison
 ☐ Brooke McGowan
 ☐ Grey Mills Jr.

DISTRICT 11
 ☐ Chuck Edwards
 ☐ Christian Reagan

DISTRICT 12

Addul Ali
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 13
 ☐ Chris Baker
 ☐ DeVan Barbour IV
 ☐ Kelly Daughtry
 ☐ Marcus Dellinger
 ☐ David Dixon
 ☐ Brad Knott
 ☐ Steve (Von) Loor
 ☐ Josh McConkey
 ☐ James Phillips
 ☐ Sid Sharma
 ☐ Matt Shoemaker
 ☐ Eric Stevenson
 ☐ Fred Von Canon
 ☐ Kenny Xu

DISTRICT 14
 ☐ Jeff Gregory
 ☐ Lillian Joseph
 ☐ Timothy K. Moore

Voters affiliated with any political party may vote the ballot of candidates for their party only. 
For example, a registered Republican may vote the Republican primary ballot only. Some rec-
ognized political parties in North Carolina may not have primary ballots. Unaffiliated voters 

may choose to vote any one political party’s ballot or a nonpartisan ballot (if available). A voter can-
not vote in more than one party’s primary.

  WHO CAN VOTE IN A PRIMARY?

*Greyed out candidates to appear on 
ballot but have dropped out of race.
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2024 PRIMARY ELECTIONS

Voters without an acceptable ID 
can get a free photo ID from their 
county board of elections. Voters 
can also get a “No Fee ID Card” 
from the North Carolina Division 
of Motor Vehicles.

All voters will be allowed to vote 
with or without photo ID. If the 
voter does not show an acceptable 
ID, the voter may vote with an ID 
Exception Form and provisional 
ballot, or vote with a provisional 
ballot and return to the county 

elections office with their photo ID 
by the day before county canvass.

Permitted exceptions to the 
photo ID requirement include 
the following: The voter has 
a reasonable impediment to 
showing photo ID (lack of 
transportation, lost or stolen 
ID, disability or illness, family 
responsibilities, etc.); the voter 
has a religious objection to being 
photographed; or the voter was a 
victim of a natural disaster within 

100 days of Election Day.

When a registered voter cannot 
produce a photo ID, the county 
board of elections must count 
that ballot if the voter properly 
completes the ID Exception Form 
or brings an acceptable ID to their 
county board of elections before 
the county canvass.

Voters who vote by mail will be 
asked to include a photocopy of 
an acceptable ID inside the photo 
ID envelope that comes with 

their ballot. If they are unable 
to include a photocopy of their 
ID, they may complete an ID 
Exception Form with the absentee 
ballot return envelope. Photo 
ID is not required for military or 
overseas voters who vote using 
special absentee voting procedures 
that federal law makes available 
for such voters.

For more information, see the 
North Carolina State Board of 
Elections website.

PRESIDENT

Joseph R.  
BIDEN, JR.

Gary  
FOXX

Michael R. 
MORGAN

Josh 
STEIN

Marcus W.  
WILLIAMS

Chrelle 
BOOKER

GOVERNOR

LT. GOVERNOR
 ☐ Rachel Hunt
 ☐ Mark Harrison Robinson
 ☐ Ben Clark

SEC. OF STATE
NO PRIMARY

STATE AUDITOR
NO PRIMARY

STATE TREASURER
 ☐ Gabe Esparza
 ☐ Wesley Harris

SUP. OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION

 ☐ C.R. Katie Eddings
 ☐ Maurice (Mo) Green
 ☐ S Kenon Crumble

ATTORNEY GENERAL
 ☐ Satana Deberry
 ☐ Tim Dunn
 ☐ Jeff Jackson

AGRICULTURE 
COMMISSIONER
Sarah Taber (UNOPPOSED)

LABOR 
COMMISSIONER
Braxton Winston II (UNOPPOSED)

INSURANCE 
COMMISSIONER

 ☐ Natasha Marcus
 ☐ David Wheeler

CONGRESS

DEMOCRATS

To become the party’s nominee, the candidate must be the top 
vote-getter and have at least 30% of the vote plus one. If no 
candidate reaches the vote percentage necessary to become 

the nominee in a contest on the ballot, a runner-up can request a 
second primary to be held on May 14, 2024.

  HOW DO YOU WIN A PRIMARY?

North Carolina requires 
a photo ID for voting. 
Voters will be asked to 

show photo ID when 
voting in North Carolina. 
Most voters will simply 
show their NC driver’s 

license, but many other 
types of photo ID will be 
accepted. See the list of 

acceptable IDs at
WWW.NCSBE.GOV/VOTING/VOTER-ID

DID YOU KNOW?

DISTRICT 1
Donald Davis 
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 2
 ☐ Deborah Ross
 ☐ Michael Camero

DISTRICT 3
NO DEMOCRAT 
CANDIDATE 

DISTRICT 4 
Valerie Foushee
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 5
Chuck Hubbard 
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 6
NO DEMOCRAT 
CANDIDATE

DISTRICT 7

Marlando Pridgen 
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 8

Justin Dues 
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 9
Nigel Bristow 
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 10
Ralph Scott Jr. 
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 11
Caleb Rudow
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 12
Alma Adams
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 13
Frank Pierce
(UNOPPOSED)

DISTRICT 14
 ☐ Pamela Genant
 ☐ Brendan K. 

Maginnis

President Joe Biden's
middle name is 

"Robinette"

VOTER ID: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
All information courtesy of NC Board of Elections



THE CAROLINA JOURNAL  |  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2024

12

na State Education Assistance Au-
thority, or NCSEAA, those funds 
are approximately half the amount 
available for the entire school year, 
meaning the demand is now ap-
proaching $200 million for the 
current school year.

The bottom line: While appli-
cations are likely to go up due to 
the universal nature of the pro-
gram beginning this year, the 
funds are only marginally higher.

According to data from the De-
partment of Non-Public Educa-
tion, there were 126,768 students 
enrolled in private schools for the 
2022-2023 school year. 

About one-in-five of those stu-
dents were receiving an Opportu-
nity Scholarship. 

That leaves ample demand for 
new scholarships, not even fac-
toring in families enrolled in al-
ternatives to private schools who 
might want to make a switch — 
but again, limited funding.

Many of the students enrolled 
in the program currently roll over 
to the next year as well. 

For example, in the 2022-2023 

school year, 83% of students con-
tinued on to receive a scholarship 
the following school year, accord-
ing to data from NCSEAA.

Former state lawmaker Paul 
“Skip” Stam, a key architect of the 
original Opportunity Scholarship 
bill in 2013, cautioned that the 
current set up could pose political 
challenges this year for the legisla-
tive Republican majority.

“High income parents will not 
actually get the voucher for years, 
but every ad run by Democrats 
will feature millionaire parents on 
the dole, while grandma in a wheel 
chair is being thrown off a cliff,” 
Stam wrote in a letter to lawmak-
ers in November.

Robert Luebke, director of the 
Center for Effective Education 
at the John Locke Foundation, 
pointed out that the supply of pri-
vate schools in the state is another 
potential hurdle.

“We need for the supply of 
schools to catch up with the de-
mand,” he noted. “That’s why a 
phased-in approach is best as the 
state adjusts to universal school 
choice.”

Scholarships are popular

The most recent Carolina 
Journal poll of likely NC vot-

ers put support for Opportunity 
Scholarships at 64% to 26% op-
posed.

The scholarship program is 
helping parents like Kara Mil-
lard of Raleigh choose a better 
school for their child. 

Millard applied for the schol-
arship in spring 2022 for her 
daughter who was entering 
kindergarten for the 2023-
24 school year. She called the 
scholarship “life-changing” in 
a phone interview.

“I wouldn’t have been able 
to afford the private school tu-
ition on my own,” Millard said. 
“It meant my daughter could 
stay at the school she was al-
ready going to for pre-K. I had 
more freedom to choose where 
she went to school, instead of 
just going where she was as-
signed.”

“I talk to so many par-
ents who don’t know about 
the scholarship, and they feel 
stuck,” she added. “The fact 
that there is a scholarship 
available is huge — relieving 
some of the financial burden 
with inflation and everything. 
It gives parents hope that they 
have to keep their kids in a 
situation that’s not good for 
them.”

dicative of a problem which 
needs solving.

“The data speaks for itself,” 
he said. “We've seen a 14% in-
crease in crime in 2023, which 
is a significant and concerning 
trend. Property crimes exceeded 
38,000 last year, well over 5,000 
more than 2022, and juvenile 
arrests rose by an astounding 
34%. This isn’t just a percep-
tion; it’s a reality that’s affecting 
the daily lives of Charlotte’s res-
idents.”

Crime prevention is sure to be 
a hot-button topic for large ur-
ban centers in North Carolina 
this election cycle as well.

Program Area. The department 
also excluded him from other 
opportunities, including a new 
Ph.D. program area.

Porter argued “he has been 
effectively siloed into a Program 
Area of Study that is drained of 
students and resources. Accord-
ing to Appellant, this has severe-
ly compromised his ability to 
perform critical job duties, such 
as advising Ph.D. students, leav-
ing his future at NCSU in jeop-
ardy,” Thacker wrote.

A trial judge ruled against 
Porter. “The district court held 
Appellant ‘failed to plausibly al-
lege a First Amendment retali-
ation claim’ because he failed to 
‘plausibly allege that he ha[d] 
suffered adverse action or that 
any allegedly protected speech 
was the “but for” cause of any al-
leged adverse employment ac-
tion,’” Thacker wrote. “In doing 
so, the district court assumed, 
but did not decide, that the three 
communications identified by 
Appellant were protected. Upon 
review, we have no trouble con-
cluding that at least the survey 
question incident and the facul-
ty hiring email were unprotect-
ed speech.”

“As to the ‘Woke Joke’ blog 
post, even assuming, as the dis-
trict court did, that it amounted 
to protected speech, Appellant 
fails to allege a sufficient caus-
al connection to state a claim for 
retaliation,” the 4th Circuit ma-
jority opinion stated.

“Appellant’s complaint makes 
clear that he was removed from 
the HEPA because of his ongo-
ing lack of collegiality — not be-
cause of the content of his blog 
post,” Thacker wrote.

Thacker and Judge James 
Wynn affirmed the trial court’s 
decision to dismiss Porter’s case. 
Judge Julius Richardson dis-
sented.

“It is now well-settled that 
‘citizens do not surrender 

their First Amendment rights 
by accepting public employ-
ment,’” Richardson wrote. “To-
day, when a state employer re-
taliates against its employee for 
speaking as a citizen on a mat-
ter of public concern, the First 
Amendment demands that the 
state justify its action.”

“Stephen Porter, a professor 
at North Carolina State Univer-
sity, says that the University re-
taliated against him for his pro-
tected speech. My friends in the 
majority say otherwise,” Rich-
ardson added. “They hold that 
much of Porter’s speech was not 
protected at all, and that — for 
his speech that was protected — 
Porter has not drawn a plausible 
link to the adverse action that he 
suffered.”

“My friends err at both steps,” 
Richardson concluded. “Porter 
was indeed speaking as a citizen 
on a matter of public concern. 
And — based on his complaint’s 
allegations — it is plausible that 
the University retaliated against 
him because of it. The University 
thus must put forth evidence to 
justify its action. But, at this ear-
ly stage of litigation, the govern-
ment has not made that show-
ing. So we should allow Porter’s 
suit to proceed.”

CONTINUED

continued from PAGE 7

Scholarships
It is now well-settled 
that ‘citizens do not 
surrender their First 
Amendment rights 
by accepting public 
employment. Today, 
when a state employer 
retaliates against its 
employee for speaking 
as a citizen on a matter 
of public concern, 
the First Amendment 
demands that the state 
justify its action.

- Judge Julius Richardson
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NORTH CAROLINA started 
the year off with a bang, sadly, 
many of them. Those celebrating 
the New Year in Charlotte 
scrambled to flee a mass shooting 
downtown, as a gunman opened 
fire at Romare Bearden Park. Five 
were injured, and the police later 
arrested 19-year-old Daevion 
Crawford for the incident. Mayor 
Vi Lyles released a statement 
calling the shooting “horrific.”

The night before, Sergeant Phil-
ip Dale Nix, an off-duty police of-
ficer with the Greensboro Police 
Department, was killed when he 
tried to intervene as three teens 
stole beer at a Sheetz gas station. 
The three teens were arrested and 
charged.

But the remaining city of the 
state’s three largest, Raleigh, wasn’t 
any more fortunate on bad head-

lines regarding violence, as da-
ta came out showing Wake Coun-
ty broke its single-year homicide 
record in 2023, with 56. Raleigh 
was also ranked the 15th worst city 
in the nation for homicide by Wal-
letHub for the year.

Thankfully, 2023 saw an overall 
trend down nationwide on homi-
cide. After a historic spike between 
2020 and 2022, murder rates de-
clined by 13%. But it’s not enough 
to get the issue off the front of most 
voters’ minds.

A late September Civitas poll 
found that two-thirds of North 
Carolina voters considered public 
safety to be a top concern for them. 
White and Hispanic voters con-
sidered drug use to be the biggest 
public-safety concern, while black 
voters saw violent crime as the top 
concern.

“As North Carolina continues 
to experience a population and in-
vestment boom, municipalities 
will have both the opportunity and 
challenge of ensuring that pub-

DAVID LARSON 
OPINION EDITOR 

lic safety investment is prioritized,” 
said Locke CEO Donald Bryson at 
the time. “We’ve seen the decline in 
states with cities like San Francisco 
and Chicago, where crime goes un-
punished. State and local leaders 
need to be proactive in ensuring 
our state remains safe and trusted 
as a good place to do business and 
raise a family.”

Interestingly, some notorious-
ly chaotic West Coast cities like San 
Francisco and Seattle are seeing or-
ganic citizen-led movements for 
better public safety. 

And they’re starting to yield re-
al results. Seattle just elected six 
self-described “moderate” city 
council members, seizing majori-
ty control after many years of far-
left rule.

The new council members said 
in a King 5 Seattle interview that 
public safety is their top priority 
and that they want to encourage a 
positive relationship between the 
city’s elected officials and the po-
lice. 

One of the new members said 
the lack of public safety often came 
down to a “permissive environ-
ment,” where elected officials and 
prosecutors made excuses for crime 
rather than trying to fix it.

The same holds in our state, 
where, even in smaller cities like 
Asheville and Chapel Hill, citizens 
are becoming frustrated with the 
“permissive environments” in their 
own community.

And similar to the situation in 
Seattle, even though North Caroli-
na voters don’t seem to be satisfied 
with public safety where they live, 
they do not directly blame their lo-
cal police force — with 57% rat-
ing local law enforcement as doing 
an “excellent” or “good” job, 24% 
saying “fair,” and only 10% saying 
“poor.”

Most citizens know that their 
local police are stretched thin and 
that they are being met with in-
creasing hostility. Police depart-
ments need more officers and re-
sources, not blame. The kind of 

community policing and bro-
ken-window policing that are need-
ed to actually create an environ-
ment of peace and stability are im-
possible when they are under-
staffed and are forced to prioritize 
major crimes.

Voters see this and lay blame 
elsewhere, like on politicians. Just 
because it’s true “that govern-
ment is best which governs least,” 
it doesn’t mean we should skimp in 
those limited areas rightly delegat-
ed to government, like law enforce-
ment. Voters also, of course, blame 
weak prosecutors for sending many 
criminals back on the streets, and, 
of course, they blame the criminals 
themselves for choosing to ignore 
laws and harm innocent people.

It turns out people want to be 
able to shop, raise kids, go to public 
events, and generally live their lives 
without the threat of violent crime 
or the nuisance of intoxicated drug 
users around every corner. Legis-
lators and other public servants 
should take note.

OPINION

NC voters want better public safety
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Will North Carolina snag 
one of two new Major 
League Baseball fran-

chises? That’s what Gov. Roy 
Cooper, Carolina Hurricanes 
owner Tom Dundon, and oth-
er civic and business leaders are 
hoping. They’re prepping a bid 
for a team to be based either in 
Raleigh or Charlotte. As soon as 
MLB announces its process and 
timeline, they’ll try to make their 
Carolina baseball dream a real-
ity.

I couldn’t care less, frankly. I 
don’t follow professional sports 
closely — and even if I did, my 
interest would be in football, not 
baseball. Still, it’s a free country. 
If MLB does decide to expand 
to 32 teams and a North Caroli-
na ownership group uses its own 
resources to go after a franchise, 
fine by me.

That’s not what will happen, 
however. The prospective owners 
will demand that taxpayers sub-
sidize their team by building a 
ballpark for it. They’ll argue that 
such a project will expand our 
economy and create new jobs. 
This is, in a word, false.

“Sports stadiums are provably 
ineffective economic develop-

ment tools,” writes John Moze-
na, a fellow with the Better Cit-
ies Project. “Once you look past 
rosy economic impact predic-
tions and the glittering stadium 
renderings, the evidence of de-
cades’ worth of real-world results 
from across the country is crystal 
clear: Stadiums strike out when 
it comes to economic develop-
ment.”

Last September, the Journal 
of Economic Surveys published 
a comprehensive review by three 
university professors of more 
than 130 academic studies of the 
issue. The results “confirm the 

decades-old consensus of very 
limited economic impacts of pro-
fessional sports teams and sta-
diums,” the authors wrote. “Even 
with added nonpecuniary social 
benefits from quality-of-life ex-
ternalities and civic pride, wel-
fare improvements from hosting 
teams tend to fall well short of 
covering public outlays.”

In other words, it costs tax-
payers more to subsidize a sports 
enterprise than they get back in 
benefits.

Some taxpayers don’t mind, 
of course. They are superfans 
who regularly attend games and 

derive personal enjoyment from 
following the team. But most 
residents compelled to subsi-
dize the stadium don’t fit this de-
scription. The only way the math 
works for them is to benefit in-
directly — by attracting legions 
of free-spending fans from else-
where, or to raise the nation-
al profile of their community in 
ways that promote growth and 
development.

That’s always the promise. It’s 
rarely the result. “Nearly all em-
pirical studies find little to no 
tangible impacts of sports teams 
and facilities on local economic 
activity,” the professors conclud-
ed, “and the level of venue sub-
sidies typically provided far ex-
ceeds any observed economic 
benefits.”

On other issues, competing 
philosophical camps may hurl 
competing studies at each other. 
That’s not the case here. In 2016, 
three scholars affiliated with the 
left-of-center Brookings Institu-
tion wrote that “decades of aca-
demic studies consistently find 
no discernible positive relation-
ship between sports facilities and 
local economic development, in-
come growth, or job creation.”

Tim Carney, a senior fellow 
at the right-of-center American 
Enterprise Institute, made a sim-
ilar point in a 2022 column. “A 
city or county does not see net 

economic growth from subsidiz-
ing stadiums,” he wrote. “This is 
one of the most consistent find-
ings in economics.”

Now, I wasn’t born yester-
day. And I’m hardly new to the 
stadium beat. Although the case 
against sports subsidies is solid, 
I knew full well that advocates 
of a Carolina team will lobby ag-
gressively to grab our money to 
fund their pet project. Some pol-
iticians will fold quickly (as Gov. 
Cooper already has). But others 
will understand that a tax dol-
lar spent on a baseball park rep-
resents a tax dollar not spent 
on a core public service, or not 
available to taxpayers to spend 
on a good or service of their 
choice.

Fiscal conservatives should be 
ready for a long fight. We should 
block any attempt to use state 
revenues or regional authorities 
to subsidize a ballpark. And we 
should urge our city and coun-
ty officials not to get distracted 
by shiny objects like sports fran-
chises. They have far more im-
portant issues to work on.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member. His 
latest books, “Mountain Folk” 
and “Forest Folk,” combine epic 
fantasy with early American 
history.

GOV. ROY COOPER has spent 
much of his time in office com-
plaining about “power grabs” 
from Republican leaders of the 
General Assembly.

Some might attach the same 
label to the Democratic gover-
nor’s recent actions regarding 
North Carolina’s Environmental 
Management Commission.

The story starts last August. 
That’s when Cooper vetoed Sen-
ate Bill 512. It shifted appoint-
ment powers for various state 
boards and commissions. In 
most cases, lawmakers took ap-
pointments away from Cooper.

Republican lawmakers voted 
to override the veto in October. 
The matter could have ended at 
that point.

Instead Cooper filed a law-
suit. He invited the judicial 
branch of state government to 
wade into a political fight be-
tween the executive and legisla-
tive branches.

The governor argued that dis-
puted portions of SB 512 violated 
the state’s constitution under all 
circumstances. In other words, 
his lawsuit challenged the law on 
its face. Lawyers label that type 
of claim a facial challenge. State 
law requires a three-judge Su-
perior Court panel to consider 
those cases.

A unanimous bipartisan 

three-judge group delivered Coo-
per a partial victory on Nov. 1. 
The judges blocked appointment 
changes to three of five boards 
Cooper had targeted.

The judges did not apply their 
injunction to the EMC. Cooper 
could continue to challenge EMC 
appointment changes as his law-
suit moved forward, but duly se-
lected representatives of the ju-
dicial branch would not block 
those changes before a trial.

Given that ruling, SB 512 
took effect for the environmen-
tal group. Two of Cooper’s nine 
appointments to the 15-mem-
ber board shifted to Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler. 

Cooper still had seven ap-
pointees, compared to six for 
state legislators and Troxler’s 

two. Even with the changes, ex-
ecutive branch appointees out-
numbered those of the General 
Assembly.

The story could have ended 
there, at least until Cooper’s law-
suit headed to trial.

But the governor would not 
accept that outcome.

The new EMC voted on Jan. 
11 to drop a lawsuit against the 
Rules Review Commission, a 
body appointed entirely by legis-
lators. The two commissions had 
squabbled over rules environ-
mental regulators proposed for a 
chemical called 1,4-Dioxane.

On the same day as the EMC 
vote, Cooper’s lawyers headed 
back to court. They supplement-
ed their lawsuit with complaints 
about the vote’s impact.

“Control of a working majori-
ty of the EMC has been reallocat-
ed to Commissioners who do not 
share the views and priorities of 
the Governor concerning execu-
tion of North Carolina’s environ-
mental laws, as evidenced by the 
EMC’s recent vote purporting to 
dismiss critical litigation protect-
ing the EMC’s rulemaking au-
thority,” Cooper’s lawyers wrote.

“To prevent irreparable harm 
to the Governor’s constitution-
al obligation to ensure faithful 
execution of the law, and to pre-
serve the status quo of the sub-
ject matter involved until a tri-
al can be had on the merits, a 
temporary restraining order and 
preliminary injunction prevent-
ing the EMC from dismissing its 
lawsuit against the North Caro-
lina Rules Review Commission 
is necessary,” the governor’s law-
yers added.

Rather than returning to the 
three-judge panel, Cooper’s law-
yers sought a hearing the same 
afternoon before a single Wake 
County judge. The governor’s 
team argued that one judge was 
appropriate since he now chal-
lenged SB 512 as it was applied 
to the EMC. In other words, his 
case was no longer a facial chal-
lenge.

Despite objections from leg-
islative lawyers, Judge Rebec-
ca Holt granted Cooper’s request. 
Within hours of the EMC’s ac-
tion, the governor successfully 
enlisted one member of the judi-
cial branch to block a state board 
vote that bothered him.

All Jan. 11 activity took place 
outside of the public spotlight. 
Court orders shortening the pub-
lic notice for Holt’s hearing — 
and scheduling the hearing itself 
— appeared publicly the follow-
ing day. There was nothing typi-
cal about the way courtroom ac-
tion played out.

But more than just the Jan. 11 
timeline raises concerns.

Most of us expect members 
of state boards to base their de-
cisions on facts in front of them, 
along with expertise they bring 
to the table. Cooper appears to 
expect his appointees to vote the 
way that he dictates.

Why else would he argue that 
a vote to drop a lawsuit demon-
strates that “he has in fact lost 
control of the EMC,” as his law-
yers argued, and that “the EMC 
has exercised its control incon-
sistent with the Governor’s views 
and priorities”?

Cooper’s legal team worked 
actively to undermine a three-
judge panel’s decision about 
EMC appointment changes. His 
lawyers appeared to use his po-
sition as the state’s chief execu-
tive to short-circuit the normal 
schedule of deliberate judicial ac-
tion. Cooper’s representatives ar-
gued that the governor should 
have the authority to dictate out-
comes of EMC votes.

One might describe this course 
of action as a power grab.

Mitch Kokai is senior political an-
alyst for the John Locke Founda-
tion.

Cooper’s environmental commission 
tactics look like ‘power grab’

MITCH KOKAI
CONTRIBUTOR

JOHN HOOD
CONTRIBUTOR
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Don’t subsidize a new baseball team
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A FEW MONTHS AGO, I signed 
Freedom Conservatism’s “State-
ment of Principles.” I was eager to 
join the dozens of lawyers, jour-
nalists, think tankers, and aca-
demics who had done so. I fear 
the document’s 10 tenets are los-
ing their grip on the American 
psyche as our politics descend in-
to scorched-earth tribal warfare 
between progressives and the au-
thoritarian elements on the right. 
The freedom agenda particularly 
needs friends now.

As a college professor, I see 
my endorsement as an import-
ant act of inspiration and instruc-
tion. Many critics of higher ed-
ucation believe I should remain 
politically neutral. Professors’ in-
tervention in public affairs on is-
sues as varied as transgenderism 
and the terrorist attack on Isra-
el appear designed to shape the 
minds of America’s next genera-
tion, remaking the country as a 
woke dystopia.

My politics are transparently 
right-of-center, but my signature 
invites the armies of left-wing 
professors in the humanities and 
social sciences — like my own po-
litical science — to divert their fo-

cus from liberal education to lib-
eral politics. With, at many places 
and in many disciplines, perhaps 
40 progressive and socialist pro-
fessors for every conservative on 
the faculty, legitimizing academ-
ic participation in politics can on-
ly help the left.

But it is because freedom con-
servatives are so outnumbered on 
campus that I did this. I believe 
strongly in free expression and 
open inquiry; indeed the Free and 
Open Societies Project I direct 
at my institution, North Caroli-
na State University, is devoted to 
it. The way to elevate the intellec-
tual climate and diversify views 

is to demonstrate the courage to 
stand up for ideas. The way to 
combat the progressive hegemony 
is not to surmise you can impose 
neutrality on the politically moti-
vated, but to check their domina-
tion and transform college into a 
true marketplace of ideas.

It may not make me popu-
lar, but I think it is important to 
persuade — indeed inspire — the 
many students with conservative 
sensibilities to exercise their lib-
erties. Besides, constructing an 
argument with logical coherence 
and empirical evidence to partic-
ipate effectively in freewheeling 
debate with adversaries on issues 

critical to our future is exhilarat-
ing. Keeping your head down un-
til you collect your diploma (or in 
my case, pension) neither brings 
personal fulfillment nor prepares 
you for the rough-and-tumble of 
the real world.

My signing was also an act of 
instruction. I was teaching by do-
ing. College students today have 
little knowledge of the advice 
the giants of freedom conserva-
tism have given us. As John Stu-
art Mill argued, you should prac-
tice your freedom of thought and 
not feel forced to conform out of 
guilt or fear. The only way you 
can illegitimately harm someone, 
he added, is physically. Our own 
James Madison explained we 
serve a greater good, and protect 
liberty, when we stand up to ra-
pacious majorities.

Of course, my endorsement 
of freedom conservatism is it-
self instructive. The “Statement 
of Principles” is worthy of a pub-
lic display of support. I embrace 
freedom — of conscience and 
thought, expression and speech, 
worship and action. I believe gov-
ernment has a role, but it is lim-
ited. No group should use state 
power to bludgeon or expropriate 
compatriots who oppose them. I 
see our founding documents — 
including the Declaration of In-
dependence that Abraham Lin-
coln and Martin Luther King Jr. 

believed fully captured the Amer-
ican spirit — as a “promissory 
note.”

We should discharge our re-
sponsibility and have the confi-
dence to understand our ideas are 
universal, at home at any time in 
any place. We need not be defen-
sive or nostalgic, and we should 
certainly not confine our quintes-
sentially American values to the 
dustbin of history.

I share Edmund Burke’s views 
about the importance of institu-
tions such as the family, church, 
and civic organizations. But they 
should not be exploited as instru-
ments of division, to turn mem-
bers against nonmembers. They 
are where we find deep human 
connection. Freedom conserva-
tives recognize others’ humani-
ty and individuality. We do not 
contrive for them abstract iden-
tities to some distant and face-
less mass.

That is why I signed the 
“Statement of Principles.” I know 
there are other professors in the 
humanities and social sciences 
who share these values. I invite 
them to join us, and inspire and 
instruct their own students.

Andy Taylor is a professor of po-
litical science and director of the 
Free and Open Societies Project 
at NC State University's School of 
Public and International Affairs.

Why I, a college professor, signed onto Freedom Conservatism

An indelible image of peo-
ple struggling under social-
ism is bread lines — people 

waiting hours, even days, for the 
bare minimum of food. The lesson 
they teach about free markets ver-
sus socialism is this: Under social-
ism, you wait for bread. With a free 
market, the bread waits for you.

Government doesn’t know 
how to make bread. Not bake it; 
make it — which involves choos-
ing the right land for growing the 
wheat; planting and nurturing 
wheat; milling the flour; man-
ufacturing or finding and pro-
ducing yeast, salt, and sugar, and 
so forth; getting all those ingre-
dients to market; and then, on-
ly at the end of all those process-
es and more, baking it. A free 
market sees people with special-
ized knowledge doing all the sep-
arate tasks and subtasks inde-
pendently.

Adam Smith explained how 
not knowing how to make bread 
could result in bread via the prof-
it motive: “It is not from the be-
nevolence of the butcher, the 
brewer, or the baker, that we ex-
pect our dinner, but from their 
regard to their own interest.”

Smith explained that people 
looking out for their own inter-
ests has the byproduct of increas-
ing social welfare (the stated goal 
of socialism) because in looking 
out for their own interests, they 
must look out for others’ interest 
so as to bargain with them: “Give 
me that which I want, and you 
shall have this which you want.”

The most successful among us 
anticipate what you want and of-
fer it to you in order to be more 
assured you’ll give us what we 
want. The successful will trade 

goods and services for your dol-
lars, making you happy, so they 
can use those dollars to trade for 
others’ goods and services, in-
creasing their own welfare, too. 
They don’t need to know how to 
produce all those goods and ser-
vices themselves.

The government opts for 
orders, overregulation, 

and incentives
Buc-ee’s is a successful gaso-

line and retail business, and — 
much to the excitement of many 
in the community — it is poised 
to open its first North Caroli-
na gas station in Mebane. Antici-
pating travelers’ needs and offer-
ing them what they want is what 
Buc-ee’s does. It combines a very 
large gas station (Mebane’s would 
feature 120 pumps) with a mas-
sive retail store offering groceries, 
clothing, toys, sundries, and gifts 
along with many food options, in-
cluding its famous brisket. Im-
portantly for road-trippers, it is 
also known for having very clean 

bathrooms.
Buc-ee’s saw that travelers on 

long road trips needed not on-
ly fuel and food, but also reliably 
clean facilities and even a way to 
break the boredom without mak-
ing a bunch of stops. Buc-ee’s 
does so well that, for many trav-
elers, it is a destination in itself. 
The market approach to meeting 
travelers’ needs differs from the 
government approach. Some gov-
ernment leaders (including Pres-
ident Joe Biden and Gov. Roy 
Cooper) think people shouldn’t 
have the cars they have, because 
they’re gasoline-powered, and 
prefer they buy electric vehicles 
instead. They want refueling sta-
tions to provide EV recharging 
ports. 

Most importantly, they seek 
to use the power of government 
— orders, overregulation, incen-
tives (money taken from taxpay-
ers and given to consumers who 
do their bidding), and disincen-
tives (laws and regulations mak-
ing politically unfavored consum-
er options harder to obtain) — to 
bring these changes about.

• Biden seeks to make EV sales 
reach two-thirds of new auto-
mobile sales by 2032, using 
US Environmental Protection 
Agency regulations to force 
the “transition.” Cooper wants 
to make EV sales half of new 
sales by 2030, using executive 
orders and hope.

• The federal government has 
already been giving people 
tax incentives worth $7,500 
to buy EVs. Even so, the New 
York Times reported that only 
5.8% of new car sales — and 
only 2% of new truck sales 
— are for EVs. The govern-
ment blames the lack of con-
sumer interest on a lack of EV 
charging infrastructure.

• The misnamed “Inflation Re-
duction Act” bestowed highly 
generous government tax in-
centives on charging stations 
and made them retroactive 
and transferable.

• The “Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law” of 2022 created the Na-
tional Electric Vehicle Infra-
structure Formula Program 
and allocated over $4 billion 
to it for funding EV charging 
infrastructure through 2026. 
(It will almost certainly be ex-
tended.)

Cooper has described several 
ways he would use taxpayer dol-
lars to build EV charging sta-
tions, not only with state money 
and NEVI grants, but also with 
grants “by other federal pro-
grams under the BIL and IRA.”

Incidentally, it takes around 
2–3 minutes to fill a gas-pow-
ered car’s tank completely. 
Meaning it takes about as long 
to drive up, select a fueling sta-
tion, enter payment informa-
tion, unscrew the cap, and en-
gage the nozzle as it does to re-
fuel. In stark contrast, what the 
government calls a “fast” EV 
charging station takes “30 min-
utes or so” to get your battery 
just 80% full (about 100–200 
miles of range).

Where government starts by 
considering only its wants, Buc-
ee’s and other market competi-
tors (Sheetz, Wawa, etc.) start by 
considering your wants. So the 
government doesn’t have to reg-
ulate, order, or incentivize retail 
gasoline stations into existence. 
For those with government’s 
preferred choice in vehicle — in-
cluding Biden’s energy secretary, 
WRAL, and unfortunate driv-
ers stuck in Chicago’s EV char-
ger “car graveyards” — they wait 
for recharging. 

There are plenty of refueling 
options for gas-powered cars. 
Gas stations wait for you.

Jon Sanders is director of the John 
Locke Foundation’s Center for 
Food, Power, and Life.

Buc-ee’s shows the market at work
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Buc-ee's location in Daytona Beach, Florida
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No one seems to like them; 
the parties endure them; 
the voting public suffers 

them; the cynical resent them; and 
candidates would wish them over 
yesterday if assured victory. Yet 
they are necessary as an absolute-
ly critical part of the whole elector-
al process. We're talking, of course, 
about primaries.

On March 5, North Caroli-
na will join a bevy of other states 
holding primary elections for the 
two major political parties on 
what's colloquially known as “Su-
per Tuesday,” the day when the 
greatest number of states hold 
said elections. 

Primary election day itself re-
ally marks the end of what is 
likely the most uncomfortable 
stretch of any electoral calen-
dar. In an era in which politics 
can be “toxic” to relations in gen-
eral, primaries turn the conflict 
into an intra-family affair, a do-
mestic dispute. Family, friends, 
and neighbors who are usual-
ly simpatico in all their ranting 
and raving now may find them-
selves diametrically opposed to 
each other.

“How could he like him?!” 
one may wonder when con-
fronted with the primary prefer-
ence from a usually like-mind-
ed friend. “Just when you think 
you know someone, you find out 
she supports [enter nonpreferred 
primary candidate here]!”

Competitive primaries are re-
plete with mudslinging, charac-
ter assassinations, seemingly ir-
reparable infighting, and may-

be even broken friendships. Fo-
cused more on active, engaged 
voters than a general election, 
primaries often incentivize a race 
to one end of party extremes or 
the other. The discomfort doesn’t 
come without reward, howev-
er, and the benefits earned from 
passing through primary season 
outweigh the relatively truncated 
stretch of misery. By a lot.

It reminds me of a popular 
trend that offers a similar setup 
— definite short term suffering, 
for enlivening long-term ben-
efits — ice baths — also called 
“cold-exposure therapy.” 

Though practiced for millen-
nia in certain parts of the world, 
the ice bath trend has had quite 
the spike in popularity with the 
advent of internet health ex-
perts-turned influencers. By now, 
you've almost certainly either 
shivered your way through one 
yourself or know someone who 
has incorporated the practice in-
to their routine — and won't stop 
talking about it.

There's lots to talk about. 

Modern health scientists now 
have a granular understanding of 
how the ancient practice of cold 
water exposure affects the brain 
and body to contribute to better 
health. 

To wit, a mere few minutes 
in uncomfortably cold water in-
creases energy and focus as the 
brain reacts by producing epi-
nephrine and norepinephrine; 
enhances your mood by spur-
ring a prolonged release of dopa-
mine; increases metabolism as 
your body burns calories in over-
drive to warm up; and, not to be 
discounted, builds mental forti-
tude as you exert disciplined con-
trol over deep-seated reflexes 
telling you very convincingly to, 
“Get out!”

Even the biggest advocates 
for cold water therapy will tell 
you that the end is the best part. 
That's when the suffering yields 
to flourishing, the paradox being 
that you only achieve the latter 
after enduring the former. Such 
is life.

And so it is, too, with prima-

ry elections. For all the suffering 
primary campaign season brings, 
it also has plenty of benefits. 
While they may only be felt after 
the ballot is decided, their gene-
sis is in the depths of the primary 
campaign. It is there that candi-
dates are beckoned to remove the 
dressings of party unity, to dif-
ferentiate themselves as individ-
uals, and to test their mettle in a 
contest whose results are deter-
mined by only the most zealous 
of judges.

The benefits go double for the 
electorate, despite (or because 
of?) the apparent agony that pre-
cedes them. In suffering a com-
petitive primary, engaged vot-
ers get to exert unmatched influ-
ence over what kind of nominee 
represents their party, the poli-
cy issues that are prioritized, and 
who best puts those policies in 
play through a general election 
victory.

It is only after that point that 
general election candidates, ac-
tivists, and voters are free to 
train their politicking toward a 

common target. But as they do, it 
is with a battle-hardened stance 
that was earned during the com-
bat of the primary.

Many voters decry the 
two-party system in the Unit-
ed States for reliably produc-
ing what they deem as two bad 
choices from which to pick a 
leader. If only there were a third 
way, a third party, or a propor-
tional system, critics say, then 
voters could more confident-
ly and accurately cast their votes 
for representation.

I'd argue most of that impulse 
can and would be satisfied by a 
more purposeful overall partici-
pation in the suffering that is pri-
mary election season. The green-
er grass of Europe's proportion-
al representation isn't as quite 
as verdant when one realizes 
all they have is primaries, so to 
speak; the final “general election” 
results are usually decided in the 
halls of power through backroom 
coalition building.

So let us embrace the suck. 
While they promise misery and 
an undeniable urge to escape for 
more comfortable environs, vol-
untary exposure to primary elec-
tion seasons are good for the mind 
and body politic. Jump in.

Jeff Moore is deputy editor of 
Carolina Journal.

CJ EDITORS

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN visited 
North Carolina on Jan. 18 to tout 
the success of “Bidenomics,” as 
evidenced by all the good things 
happening economically in this 
state. Naturally, Carolina Journal 
intended to cover the president’s 
remarks. Unfortunately, our re-
porter was denied entry.

Why? Event staff gave an ex-
planation that the president’s vis-
it to Abbots Creek Communi-
ty Center in Raleigh was actual-
ly a “political event” that was “in-
vite only,” not a public one. If this 
is the case, perhaps he was there 
more as Candidate Biden, not 
President Biden.

The rejection was taken in 
stride by our reporter. After all, 
Biden’s invite-only campaign 
event remarks were still accessi-
ble — they were live-streamed on 
the White House YouTube chan-
nel.

This raises a few questions. 
Who controls the invitation list 
for such (non)public campaign 
events? If Biden’s event was an 
exclusive campaign event, why 
was it streamed on White House.
gov and not JoeBiden.com? 

Where is the line drawn between 
official public events and closed 
campaign events when it per-
tains to a visit from the president 
of the United States of America?

Mind you, Biden’s visit was 
not without impact. On a week-
day afternoon, roads around 

the event space, a public com-
munity center, were closed for 
hours leading up to and during 
his remarks. Multiple schools 
were trapped inside the restrict-
ed zone. Students from the local 
public high school were trapped 
on buses in traffic for more than 

two hours. One private school 
made the difficult decision to 
close for the day, instead of sub-
jecting parents to the logisti-
cal nightmare that accompanies 
such a visit.

The shutdown wore on as 
Biden and Gov. Roy Cooper 
made planned stops at a fund-
raiser and at the local Cook Out 
burger restaurant for ice cream. 
Traffic diversions were instituted, 
commerce disrupted.

These costs are understand-
able when dealing with an offi-
cial visit from the president of 
the United States. Does the same 
hold true for invite-only cam-
paign events that exclude unde-
sirable reporters?

Maybe Biden’s campaign 
team thought to themselves, 
“When in Rome…” Indeed, Go-
Cooper has engaged in this ex-
act practice, repeatedly. Using 
COVID as an excuse to rely sole-
ly on virtual press conferences, 
the Cooper team controlled who 
was able to ask questions of the 
governor. As you might imagine, 
questions from Carolina Jour-
nal reporters were consistent-
ly screened out from behind the 
digital curtain.

Only when the guise of 

COVID caution became too ob-
vious a charade to support the 
practice did Cooper return to 
in-person press conferences.

Biden’s remarks in January 
focused on jobs “created,” infra-
structure investments, and “Bide-
nomics” bringing costs down 
for Americans. Notably, Biden 
did not use the term “Bidenom-
ics,” likely because it has begun 
to have a negative association for 
Americans struggling under the 
weight of rising costs.

Biden leveraged one of the 
strongest state economies in the 
nation, marked by an impres-
sive growth in people and pros-
perity, one that has been earn-
ing accolades nationwide, to tout 
his own, very different, economic 
agenda and record.

If we’d been granted access, 
we may have asked the president, 
“Does North Carolina’s economic 
success stem from the described 
success of ‘Bidenomics,’ or more 
from a decade-plus of tax re-
forms, streamlined regulations, 
and a business-friendly focus… 
spearheaded by free-market con-
servatives?”

It’s a shame our Carolina 
Journal reporter didn’t get the 
chance to ask it.

President Joe Biden exiting Air Force One as NC Gov. Roy Cooper waits.

OPINION

Access denied
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Primaries: the ice baths of electoral politics
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- Bob Dole

When you lose 
[a primary election], 
you either sit and pout 
somewhere or you go 
out and help the winner.

Carolina Journal reporter denied entry to Biden event
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OPINION

OVER RECENT YEARS, the ed-
ucation establishment has been 
crying out about a rise in teacher 
vacancies in classrooms across 
North Carolina. But things are a 
bit more complicated.

For example, in The Charlotte 
Observer’s late 2023 article on 
North Carolina’s alleged teacher 
shortage, it admits:

“School districts opened the 
school year with 3,584 teaching 
vacancies, a nearly 20 percent 
drop from the previous year, ac-
cording to a survey from the 
N.C. School Superintendents’ As-
sociation. But Jack Hoke, the 
association’s executive direc-
tor, said the drop only occurred 
because schools hired 1,400 
more ‘residency license teach-
ers’ [those who haven’t finished 
official licensure] than the pri-
or year.” 

So it turns out the vacancies 
are being filled at a rapid rate. 
They are just being filled with 
people who are not licensed in 
the traditional way. The arti-
cle also notes that in the last de-
cade, there has been a 51% drop 
in enrollment at North Caroli-
na’s “traditional teacher prepa-
ration programs,” largely run 
through the university sys-
tem. This means traditional-
ly licensed teachers are going to 
be in shorter supply going for-
ward, so more “residency license 
teachers” are likely going to be 
stepping in.

Many don’t want to even 
consider these new nontradi-
tional teachers as fully teachers, 
though. In another article from 
last year, Kris Nordstrom of the 
NC Justice Center, a progressive 
nonprofit, said:

“At the beginning of the last 
school year, North Carolina 
faced an unprecedented teacher 
shortage. On the fortieth day of 
the 2022-23 school year, 5,095 
classrooms were vacant. In oth-
er words, nearly one in every 18 

classrooms lacked an appropri-
ately licensed teacher.”

You’ll notice that in the sec-
ond sentence it doesn’t say they 
lack teachers, only “appropri-
ately licensed teachers.” A foot-
note at the bottom of the article 
says, “The North Carolina De-
partment of Public Instruction 
defines a teacher vacancy as ‘an 
instructional position (or a por-
tion thereof ) for which there is 
not an appropriately licensed 
teacher who is eligible for per-
manent employment.'”

That’s important information 
moving forward if you see and 
hear comments about the teach-
er shortage crisis. Many of the 
classrooms have teachers. They 
just don’t have the licensing that 
the education establishment 
considers “appropriate.”

But does that matter? 
Bloomberg columnist Matthew 
Yglesias recently wrote about 
a Boston University study that 
found that, after using many un-
licensed teachers during the 
COVID pandemic, unlicensed 
teachers in Massachusetts had 
“similar range and levels of ef-
fectiveness (as measured by edu-
cator evaluation scores and stu-

dent growth percentiles),” sim-
ilar rates of retention and in-
tent to remain in the profession, 
and were actually “more racially/
ethnically diverse” and better fit 
to specific district needs when 
compared to licensed teachers.

Yglesias said this data from 
Massachusetts matched a sim-
ilar pre-pandemic study that 
found almost no difference in 
performance between licensed 
and unlicensed teachers in Los 
Angeles, as seen in the graph 
above. What it did find was a 
large difference in pay, favoring 
those with licenses.

Some readers responded to 
Yglesias’ research by saying get-
ting rid of licensure might not 
impact student performance, 
but it would reduce teacher sal-
aries. However, requiring peo-
ple to take on mountains of col-
lege debt and spend four of their 
most productive years in col-
lege just to get a boost in pay (a 
boost that elected officials could 
give them anyway) doesn’t seem 
like solid economic reasoning.

So what if North Caroli-
na did away with teacher licen-
sure requirements and let school 
districts decide who to hire 

for themselves? As far as I can 
tell, the main effect would be 
that school systems would have 
much less red tape when hiring 
and would have more potential 
candidates — all of this likely 
leading to fewer vacancies, even 
if the Department of Public In-
struction decides not to measure 
it that way.

An added benefit of this ap-
proach is it could reduce the 
radicalism and activism by pub-
lic school teachers that drives 
many parents to look elsewhere 
to educate their children. Edu-
cation schools are notorious for 
being among the most radical 
campus departments. The less 
time future teachers spend in 
them, the better.

You might assume teacher 
training mostly consists of les-
sons on classroom management 
and learning styles, but there 
is a lot of activism being incul-
cated as well. When Republi-
can state Sen. Michael Lee was 
awarded for bipartisan work in 
education, the UNC Wilmington 
School of Education faculty and 
student body came together to 
disrupt the proceedings.

A mob of future teachers 

tried to ruin the event in any 
way they could think of, includ-
ing chanting and staging a walk-
out. They even followed the sen-
ator and his family to their car 
afterwards, where they sur-
rounded them screaming pro-
fanity. The protest was orga-
nized in part by a UNCW pro-
fessor, Caitlin Ryan, whose area 
of scholarship focuses on inject-
ing “LGBTQ Inclusive Litera-
cy Instruction in the Elementary 
Classroom” and “Navigating Pa-
rental Resistance” to that work.

In addition to making hir-
ing easier and reducing radical-
ism, eliminating the necessity 
for schools of education at uni-
versities, by not requiring teach-
er licensure, could also help free 
up space in university budgets, 
allowing them to reallocate re-
sources to other more produc-
tive programs.

As a broader point, occupa-
tional licensing for most profes-
sions is unnecessary and waste-
ful. It more often serves as a 
gatekeeping mechanism, which 
reduces the supply of workers as 
well as the products and services 
they would have created.

Of course, there’s a good ar-
gument for licensing in occupa-
tions where there’s a high risk of 
death and injury (to the work-
er and those they’re serving), 
like for heart surgeons and air-
line pilots. But even then, do 
we think any airlines are going 
to let someone fly their planes 
without being absolutely cer-
tain they’ve gone through suffi-
cient training? No, and their in-
surance provider is unlikely to 
let them.

Most professions, including 
teaching, can provide on-the-job 
training, easing people in, test-
ing their strengths, judging their 
fitness from experience and abil-
ity. Evidence seems to suggest 
that teaching falls into this cat-
egory. That doesn’t mean it’s 
not a difficult or important job. 
But someone with knowledge of 
the subject matter and skill in 
managing children can, accord-
ing to the Boston University da-
ta, successfully teach. And we 
shouldn’t stand in their way.

Eliminate licensure to solve ‘teacher 
shortage’ and reduce classroom radicalism 

Image shows performance of Los Angeles teachers hired with traditional licenses vs those hired without.

DAVID LARSON 
OPINION EDITOR 
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Please email any submissions to opinion editor 
David Larson   |  dlarson@carolinajournal.com
*We retain the right to edit or to not publish any submitted letters or op-eds.

SO
U

R
CE

: M
AT

TH
EW

 Y
G

LE
SI

AS
.



THE CAROLINA JOURNAL  |  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2024

18

North Carolina Republi-
cans desperately want 
to break the Democrats’ 

hold on the governor’s mansion 
and other key Council of State 
races, including the important 
attorney general’s race. Demo-
crats are hoping to keep these 
and expand their success. For 
either side to achieve their goals 
in 2024, they must improve 
vote totals in counties that were 
won by Democrat Gov. Roy 
Cooper in 2020 but were also 
won by Republican President 
Trump in 2020 and/or Repub-
lican Ted Budd for US Senate 
in 2022 — call them “Trump/
Cooper voters.”

After beating incumbent Pat 
McCrory in 2016 by 11,000 votes 
out of 4.6 million cast (0.22%), 
Cooper scored a relatively com-
fortable 51.5% to 47% win over 
then Lt. Gov. Dan Forest in 
2020.

We have noted that one of the 
key 2024 NC political questions 
is, “What will Trump/Cooper 
voters do?” Trump won North 
Carolina by 1.3%, and Cooper 
was re-elected as governor 51-
47%. 

This means roughly 5-6% of 
voters split their tickets at the 
top, a common formula for Dem-
ocrat dominance in races for 
the governor’s mansion over the 
last half century. Many of those 
Trump/Cooper voters cast ballots 
for Republican Lt. Gov. Mark 
Robinson, too. How these voters 
lean in the governor’s race and 
other statewide races is likely to 
be the deciding factor.

These are the nine key coun-
ties where this dynamic will be 
in play: 

Nash and Wilson counties

These two counties just east 
of the Triangle are pretty good 
at cultivating future Democratic 
governors. 

Many winning governors have 
come from these two rural east-
ern North Carolina counties that 
hug Interstate 95, like:

• Jim Hunt: 1976-1984 & 
1992-2000 (Wilson County)   

• Mike Easley: 2000-2008 
(Nash County)

• Roy Cooper: 2016-2024 
(Nash County)

Democrats will likely nomi-
nate Attorney General Josh Stein 
from Orange/Wake County for 
governor, in a break from pick-
ing eastern North Carolina Dem-
ocrats for governor. Will Stein 
change the winning formula for 
Democrats? These two counties 
will be key.

We have previously noted the 
importance of Nash County this 
year. Nash has been closely di-
vided for some time. 

In 2016, Trump won the 
county, with just 84 more votes 
than Democratic nominee Hil-
lary Clinton. 

Nash was one of only two 
counties that Trump won in 2016 
but lost in 2020. Democratic 
presidential candidate Joe Biden 
came out ahead in Nash County 
by just 49 votes.

Since that time, the county 
has seemed to move red.

Budd beat Democrat Cherie 
Beasley for US Senate, 53% to 
46%, as all the key races in Nash 
went red in 2022.    

Nash 2020

• Joe Biden (D) 49.6% over 
Donald Trump (R) 49.1%

• Roy Cooper (D) 53% over 
Dan Forest (R) 46%        

 Nash 2022
• Ted Budd (R) 52% over Cheri 
Beasley (D) 45%

 Wlson 2020
• Joe Biden (D) 51% over Don-
ald Trump (R) 48%

• Roy Cooper (D) 54 % over 
Dan Forest (R) 44%

 Wilson 2022
• Ted Budd (R) 50% over Cheri 
Beasley (D)  47%       

Scotland and Anson 
counties

Scotland County and neigh-
boring Anson County cover an 
area where the GOP has made 
recent gains. Scotland is one 
of the only counties that voted 
for Clinton (53-43) in 2016 and 
switched to Trump in 2020.

Scotland 2020
• Donald Trump (R) 50% over 
Joe Biden (D) 48%

• Roy Cooper (D) 52% over 
Dan Forest (R) 46%

Scotland 2022
• Ted Budd (R) 52% over Cheri 
Beasley (D) 46%

It is important to note that 
these are small counties with 
small overall populations. Scot-
land only had 15,000 voters. 

Robinson won the coun-
ty with 436 more votes for lieu-
tenant governor than Forest re-
ceived in losing Scotland. 

It’s not much, but for the 
GOP to win the governor’s man-
sion they will need to pick up 
these potentially available 300-
500 votes.

Anson County has normal-
ly been a Democratic strong-
hold. In 2016 and 2020 it elect-
ed Democrats across the entire 
ballot. However, Budd won 51-46 
in 2022. Is this a trend or a mid-
term election blip?

Granville County
Granville is just north of Ra-

leigh, with towns like Oxford 
and Creedmoor. Budd won 53% 
to 45%in 2022, for a net plus of 
1,820 votes over Beasley. 

Trump won 2020 by a sim-
ilar percentage, with a net plus 
of 2,000 votes over Biden. How-
ever, Cooper won the county in 
2020 by 345 votes.

Lenior, Martin, and 
Pasquotank counties
These three are all small 

counties in eastern North Caro-
lina that have split the top of the 
ticket in recent elections.

Pasquotank: Biden won by 
62 votes out of nearly 20,000 
cast in 2020. Cooper bagged 
a 612-vote victory that year. 
However, Budd picked up an 
836-vote victory two years later 
with 6,000 fewer votes cast.

Martin: Another extreme-
ly small county. Less than 9,000 
votes cast in 2022, in which 
Budd won by 876. 

Trump won by 621 in 2020, 
but Cooper also won by 123 
votes.

Lenoir: There were only 
28,000 votes cast in 2020, and 
Trump won by 985. Cooper also 
won, but by 302. Budd in 2022 
won by 2,580.

New Hanover County
We put this county in a slight-

ly different category than the 
other, more-rural counties. 
New Hanover is the state’s larg-
est swing county, as the home of 
Wilmington, eastern North Car-
olina's biggest city. It is also one 
of only two counties that vot-
ed Trump in 2016 and Biden in 
2020. 

In 2020, New Hanover Coun-
ty flipped Democratic after vot-
ing Republican in the previous 
five presidential elections.

In total, 66,138 people in 
New Hanover voted for Biden, 
with 63,331 voting for Trump. 
So 50.2% of the people voted 
for the Democrat, 48% voted for 
the Republican, and the remain-
ing 1.8% voted for another can-
didate.

Not only was New Hanover 
one of two counties that flipped 
from red to blue from 2016 to 
2020, but it is also one of two 
North Carolina counties that was 
red in 2008, Obama’s successful 
run in North Carolina, and blue 
in 2020.

In 2020, New Hanover split 
across several major races. Dem-
ocrat US Senate candidate Cal 
Cunningham bested US Sen. 
Thom Tillis by 287 votes, or 
0.22%.

While Republican US Rep. 
David Rouzer won New Hanover 
51% to 48%, the county also vot-
ed for Cooper (53%) over For-
est’s 45%. Budd lost in 2022, 49-
47%, for a net loss to Beasley of 
1,773 votes.

Performing better in these 
mostly small counties will not 
guarantee victory on a statewide 
basis for either party. However, it 
will be an important piece of the 
puzzle. 

THE WOODSHED

Trump/Cooper counties 
are key to victory in 2024

DALLAS WOODHOUSE
CONTRIBUTOR
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support was 68.8%. The state’s 
Opportunity Scholarship Program 
is similarly well-liked, with 64% 
supporting the program.

We also uncovered some public 
confusion in one of the state’s most 
popular school choice options, the 
charter school program. While 
two-thirds of North Carolinians 
support charter schools, fewer than 
half of voters (44.8%) knew that 
charter schools are public schools, 
and only 46.7% knew that charter 
schools cannot charge tuition un-
der state law. Still, 59.1% of people 
would like more charter schools in 
their area.

What about the overall man-
agement of the education system? 
Well, we found that 64% of re-
spondents want to elect their state 
Board of Education. Breaking it 
down, Republicans are more likely 
to support this change (73%) than 
Democrats (57%).

What does this mean in 2024? 
We asked the same thing. The pag-
es here examine the high-stakes 
election in 2024, who’s running, 
and what voters are talking about 

as they head into the primary elec-
tion on March 5 of this year. The 
majority aren’t happy with the di-
rection of the country as a whole, 
even though North Carolina itself 
has enjoyed higher wages, more 
growth, and more economic stabil-
ity over the last decade.

The share of voters who be-
lieve the country is on the “right 

track” has dropped five points from 
28.5% in November to 23.5% in 
January. More than two-thirds of 
voters believe the United States is 
on the “wrong track.”

Will this be reflected in this 
year’s election? It’s likely, and can-
didates and their teams are work-
ing hard to get information and 
messaging into your hands. We 

encourage you to read Caroli-
na Journal for the latest, but also 
to read other sources of informa-
tion. Check out what’s happening 
in your local community and who 
is running for the state legislature 
and judiciary, read other polls, and 
weigh the arguments in op-eds of 
all types. Please add our YouTube 
show, “The Debrief,” to your quiv-

er each week for Carolina Jour-
nal's take on the context behind the 
headlines.

Ultimately, it's the policy that 
candidates support that should 
be the focus —  not the flash, the 
messaging, or the money. An in-
formed consumer of news and 
public policy is an informed voter 
and the strength of a free nation.

OPINION
Silent crisis...
continued from PAGE 2

Facts over 
messaging
continued from PAGE 2

www.carolinajournal.com

In an era of intense 
partisanship, it is 
disconcerting that the 
national debt crisis 
is not receiving the 
attention it deserves. 
Instead of engaging in 
meaningful discussions 
and formulating 
long-term solutions, 
politicians seem more 
inclined to ignore the 
problem and grapple 
with each other over 
the next 30-second 
soundbite on Fox or 
MSNBC.

@CAROLINAJOURNALNC

supposed to decrease temporari-
ly to 5.0% by 2027, it will begin 
an upward trajectory, soaring to 
a worrisome 10.0% of GDP by 
2053. Such levels have been sur-
passed only during World War II 
and the COVID-19 pandemic.

The root cause lies in the per-
sistent gap between spending 
and revenues, with the total defi-
cit exacerbated by mounting in-
terest costs. The primary defi-
cit, excluding interest expenses, 
remains at 3.3% of GDP in both 
2023 and 2053, underscoring the 
critical role that unchecked gov-
ernment spending plays in driv-
ing the alarming growth of the 
national debt over time.

Picture a family with a 
$100,000 annual income, and 
currently, their credit card debt 
has skyrocketed to $122,000. 
The family’s mounting debt is 
intricately linked to their hab-
it of overspending. However, the 
family’s current trajectory means 
that, despite making some pay-
ments, their credit card debt is 
increasing by $5,800 annually. 

To afford this mounting financial 
burden, the family must divert 
an even more significant portion 
of their income toward inter-
est payments on their loans, fur-
ther straining their financial sta-
bility and limiting their capacity 
to invest in their family's future 
— such as retirement or college 
savings. Just as this family must 
grapple with the urgent need 
to address their spending hab-
its to ensure long-term econom-
ic well-being, our nation must do 
the same.

It is disheartening to note that, 
despite the severity of the situa-
tion, the temporary agreement 
reached in June 2023 by Repub-
lican lawmakers and the White 
House to lift the nation’s debt lim-
it until January 2025 has not been 
followed by concrete actions ad-
dressing the root causes of the cri-
sis. This short-term fix only post-
pones the inevitable, allowing the 
debt to continue its relentless as-
cent.

The Congressional Budget Of-
fice’s projection that publicly held 
debt could reach a record 181% 
of American economic activity by 
2053 should set off alarm bells. 
The lack of a comprehensive, bi-
partisan strategy to tackle this is-
sue is a testament to the negli-

gence of both major political par-
ties.

But further than the fiscal im-
plications, the skyrocketing na-
tional debt poses a significant na-
tional security threat due to its 
economic implications and the 
alarming concentration of debt in 
the hands of foreign entities, par-
ticularly China. With China hold-
ing a substantial $868.9 billion of 
US debt, the risk of economic tur-
moil becomes palpable. If China 
suddenly decided to dump all its 
US debt holdings at once, the re-
percussions would be severe and 
far-reaching.

Such a move could trigger a 
rapid spike in American interest 
rates, causing borrowing costs to 
surge for the United States. This 
interest spike would likely lead 
to a domino effect across finan-
cial markets, resulting in a de-
valuation of the US dollar, which 
would impact international trade 
markets in several ways. A weaker 
dollar would make American ex-
ports more competitive while rais-
ing prices for imported goods, po-
tentially improving the US trade 
balance but contributing to even 
more domestic inflation. Global 
supply chains and business strat-
egies would shift in response to 
currency fluctuations, and the risk 

of currency wars could emerge 
as other nations adjust to the 
changed economic landscape. Ad-
ditionally, changes in capital flows 
and potential central bank actions 
would further shape the dynam-
ics of international trade markets, 
affecting investors and economies 
worldwide.

In an era of intense partisan-
ship, it is disconcerting that the 
national debt crisis is not receiv-
ing the attention it deserves. In-
stead of engaging in meaningful 
discussions and formulating long-
term solutions, politicians seem 
more inclined to ignore the prob-
lem and grapple with each other 
over the next 30-second sound-
bite on Fox or MSNBC.

Our national government 
needs serious people to take on 
the issues of governing — not end-
less hearings that achieve noth-
ing, and not an endless list of pro-
grams that only we cannot afford.

Last year, I signed the Free-
dom Conservatism Statement of 
Principles because the nation-
al debt “is an existential threat to 
the future prosperity, liberty, and 
happiness of Americans.” 

Ignoring the national debt cri-
sis is not an option; it is a collec-
tive responsibility that transcends 
party lines. The consequences of 

inaction are too severe to be ig-
nored, and the time to address 
this critical issue is now, before 
the nation’s economic foundation 
crumbles beneath the weight of 
its debt.

Donald Bryson is CEO of the 
John Locke Foundation.
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Across
2 Hall of Fame baseball player that hit 

his first home run in Fayetteville, NC 
4 Outer Banks island famous for 

Blackbeard's death 
6 The last name of the first US 

President from North Carolina 
11 the 11th president, born in 

Mecklenburg County 
12 Mascot of the minor league baseball 

team based out of Durham, NC 
15 North Carolina pickle company 
16 Carnivorous plant native to 

Hampstead 
18 Theme park on the NC-SC line 
20 North Carolina state bird 
21 North Carolina state beverage 
25 America's largest home 
26 The capital of North Carolina prior to 

Raleigh 
28 North Carolina based snack company 

that produces the popular "Toast 
Chee" crackers 

29 North Carolina island famous for the 
"Lost Colony" of the 16th century 

30 North Carolina state mineral 

Down
1 The Charlotte Convention Center is 

home to what hall of fame? 
3 North Carolina born race car driver 

known as 'The King' 
5 North Carolina state flower 
7 What number was North Carolina to 

ratify the Constitution 
8 North Carolina state fruit 
9 Home of the 2024 US Open 
10 North Carolina state vegetable 
11 1893 New Bern drugstore drink 
13 Hot sauce originating in North Carolina 
14 North Carolina state rock 
17 Last name of the brothers who were 

"First in Flight" in the Outer Banks 
19 Mount Airy was the inspiration for this 

town in Andy Griffith 
22 North Carolina state flower 
23 Name of the North Caorlina hockey 

team when it was in Connecticut 
24 North Carolina based candy company 

that produces soft, red and white 
striped peppermints 

25 Former mascot of the Charlotte Hornets 
27 Color of North Carolina mountain 

parkway 

ACROSS
2 Hall of Fame baseball player that hit his first 
home run in Fayetteville, NC 
4 Outer Banks island famous for Blackbeard's 
death 
6 The last name of the first US President from 
North Carolina 11 the 11th president, born in 
Mecklenburg County 
12 Mascot of the minor league baseball team 
based out of Durham, NC 
15 North Carolina pickle company 
16 Carnivorous plant native to Hampstead 
18 Theme park on the NC-SC line 
20 North Carolina state bird 
21 North Carolina state beverage 
25 America's largest home 
26 The capital of North Carolina prior to 
Raleigh 
28 North Carolina based snack company that 
produces the popular "Toast Chee" crackers 
29 North Carolina island famous for the "Lost 
Colony" of the 16th century 
30 North Carolina state mineral 

DOWN
1 The Charlotte Convention Center is home to 
what hall of fame?
3 North Carolina born race car driver known as 
'The King'
5 North Carolina state tree
7 What number was North Carolina to ratify 
the Constitution
8 North Carolina state fruit
9 Home of the 2024 US Open
10 North Carolina state vegetable 
11 1893 New Bern drugstore drink
13 Hot sauce originating in North Carolina 
14 North Carolina state rock
17 Last name of the brothers who were "First 
in Flight" in the Outer Banks
19 Mount Airy was the inspiration for this 
town in Andy Griffith
22 North Carolina state flower
23 Name of the North Carolina hockey team 
when it was in Connecticut
24 North Carolina based candy company 
that produces soft, red and white striped 
peppermints
25 Former mascot of the Charlotte Hornets 
27 Color of North Carolina mountain parkway

NC HISTORY CROSSWORD

Age Verification

ACROSS  2: Babe Ruth, 4: Ocracoke, 6: Andrew Jackson, 11: Polk, 12: Bull, 15: MTO Live, 16: Venus fly trap, 18: Carowinds, 20: Cardinal, 21: Milk, 25: Biltmore, 26: New Bern, 28: Lance, 29: Roanoke, 30: Gold, 
DOWN: 1: NASCAR, 3: Richard Petty, 5: Pine, 7: Twelfth, 8: Scuppernong, 9: Pinehurst, 10: Sweet potato, 11: Pepsi, 13: Texas Pete, 14: Granite, 17: Wright, 19: Mayberry, 22: Dogwood, 23: Whalers, 24: Redbird, 
25: Bobcats, 27: Blue


