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July 10, 2025

The Honorable Paul Tine

North Carolina Commissioner of Motor Vehicles
N.C. Department of Transportation

1501 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1501

Dear Mr. Tine:

A host of federal laws, such as the National Voter Registration Act (Pub. L. 103-31) and the Help
America Vote Act (Pub. L. 107-252), require states to maintain an accurate and current statewide
list of every legally registered voter in the state. As the President said in Executive Order 14248,
“[f]ree, fair, and honest elections unmarred by fraud, errors, or suspicion are fundamental to
maintaining our constitutional Republic.” (E.O. 14248, 90 Fed. Reg. 14,005 (March 28, 2025)).
Honest elections unmarred by errors or suspicion require having clean voter registration rolls that
include only those who are eligible to vote.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has informed my office of a “common theme™ of
the North Carolina DMV seemingly automatically registering aliens to vote. We have encountered
a number of ineligible individuals who have registered to vote at the DMV but have no knowledge
of doing so. Consistently, they report they were simply presented a form to sign by a DMV
employee. That form is presented in English, even though many of these individuals do not speak
sufficient English. Most of them recalled signing an electronic block at the DMV, but believed it
was part of the process to obtain a driver’s license.

When DHS interviewed a DMV examiner who wrongly registered a non-citizen to vote, the
examiner admitted a non-citizen should not have been able to register, and speculated it was
permitted as the result of a “system glitch.” He suggested that DMV software programmers be
notified. Among the other issues I raise for your consideration in this letter, I ask that you
investigate this “system glitch” and ensure it is remedied. A “system glitch” indicates this may be
a pervasive problem.
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However, the DMV examiner noted that the process is not entirely automated. Human DMV
examiners ask the questions and mark the answers on the screen. Those examiners could avoid
these illegal registrations. What is more, it means DMV examiners are proactively registering
ineligible voters and having them sign an electronic block, impermissibly adding them to the voter
rolls.

Such actions undermine the integrity of our elections. Americans have the right to know that those
showing up to vote were properly registered and their eligibility verified. If the DMV is going to

take on this important task fundamental to American democracy, it should make sure it carries out
that role properly and in accordance with federal law.

I therefore have the following questions:

e Isevery DMV customer presented a voter registration form, even if he or she is not eligible
to vote?

e Isany explanation given to DMV customers when the voter registration form is presented?

e Are any steps taken to ensure minors, felons, and non-citizens are not permitted to register
to vote?

e Are those registering to vote required to attest that they are of age, not a convicted felon,
and are a citizen of the United States?

e What proof of eligibility is required for individuals registering to vote at the DMV?

e How much time is given to DMV customers to read and complete the voter registration
form?

e What measures are taken to overcome any language barriers between an examiner and a
DMV customer?

e Describe any system automations that relate to voter registration and any audit procedures
in place to ensure systems are properly only registering eligible U.S. citizens.

e Describe any training given to DMV examiners initially or on a continuing basis that relates
to the voter registration process.

Please review your processes at the DMV to ensure that non-eligible individuals are not being
registered to vote without their knowledge. I would appreciate a response by July 18, 2025.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
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Sincerely.

/

ss ‘Ferguson
Pnited States Attorney
Western District of North Carolina

CC: Sam Hayes
Executive Director
North Carolina State Board of Elections
P.O. Box 27255
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611-7255



