
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF WAKE

ROBERT PAUL GLAD, JR., AS THE
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE
OF SARAH L. GLAD; MEGHAN
MANERA; HADEERMETWALLY;
KATE NORWALK; SANDRA
ALFORD; ERIN BURGESS; MARY
MOSS, AS THE ADMINISTRATOR OF
THE ESTATE OF KRISTA MOSS; LISA
GREGORY; TAYLOR BLANTON, AS
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
ESTATE OF REBECCA BLANTON;
LEANNA GATLIN; LESLIE POLI; and
COREYWHITE,

Plaintiffs,

V.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE
UNIVERSITY,

Defendant.

NOW COME the Parties, by and through undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Rule 2.1 of

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
CASE NO. 26CV002079-910

JOINT MOTION TO APPOINT
RULE 2.1 JUDGE

the General Rules of Practice and Procedure for the Superior and District Courts, and respectfully

move that the above-captioned case be designated as an exceptional case and assigned to the

Honorable A. Graham Shirley, II, for all purposes. In Support of this Motion, the Parties show unto

the Court the following:

1. This case arises from allegations of exposure to polychlorinated biphenyls

("PCBs") in Poe Hall on the campus ofNorth Carolina State University.
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2. The Parties jointly recognize that, irrespective of their respective positions on the 

merits and jurisdictional questions in this case, assignment to a single judge is warranted under 

Rule 2.1. 

3. This action involves multiple parties and is factually related to the pending North 

Carolina State University v. Monsanto Company case, 25 CV 034830-910, which has been 

assigned to Judge Shirley. 

4. Assignment of this case to Judge Shirley will promote judicial economy and 

efficiency, ensure consistency in the management of related issues, and streamline pretrial and 

case management processes. 

5. No deadlines or trial dates have been set in this matter. Defendant North Carolina 

State University filed a motion to dismiss on February 20, 2026. 

6. The Parties agree that coordinated judicial oversight is appropriate given the nature 

of this matter, regardless of their differing views on threshold legal questions. 

7. The Parties are amenable to waiving venue for hearings on pretrial motions to 

facilitate efficient case management. 

8. The Parties jointly request that the Senior Resident Superior Court Judge 

recommend to the Chief Justice that this matter be designated as an exceptional case and assigned 

to Judge Shirley for all purposes, including all pretrial matters and trial, pursuant to Rule 2.1. On 

March 16, 2025, the Parties contacted Judge Shirley, and he is willing to serve, if designated by 

the Chief Justice. 

 WHEREFORE, the Parties request the Honorable Judge Paul C. Ridgeway recommend to 

Chief Justice Paul M. Newby: (1) designate this matter as exceptional pursuant to Rule 2.1 of the 

General Rules of Practice and Procedure for the Superior and District Courts; (2) assign Judge A. 



Graham Shirley II to preside over this action for all purposes, including all pretrial matters and

trial; and (3) grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

This the 26" day ofMarch, 2026.

EDWARDS KITHRBY LLP

/s/ Tiffany G.W. Frickey
David F. Kirby
NC State Bar No. 7841
Winston S. Kirby
NC State Bar No. 49316
Tiffany G. W. Frickey
NC State Bar No. 43281
3201 Glenwood Ave, Suite 100

Raleigh, NC 27612
Phone: (919) 780-5400
Fax: (919) 800-3099
dkirby@edwardskirby.com
wkirby@edwardskirby.com
tfrickey@edwardskirby.com

Co-counselfor Plaintiffs Robert Paul Glad, Jr,
as the Administrator ofthe Estate ofSara L.
Glad; Meghan Manfra; HadeerMetwally; Kate
Norwalk; Sandra Alford; and Erin Burgess

LAW OFFICE OF F. BRYAN BRICE, JR.

/s/E Bryan Brice, Jr.
F. Bryan Brice, Jr.
NC State BarNo. 17840
130 S. Salisbury Street
Raleigh, NC 27601
Phone: (919) 754-1600
biyan@attybryanbrice.com

Co-counselfor Plaintiffs Robert Paul Glad, Jr,
as the Administrator ofthe Estate ofSara L.
Glad; Meghan Manfra; HadeerMetwally; Kate
Norwalk; Sandra Alford; and Erin Burgess
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WHITLEY LAW FIRM

/s/Benjamin Whitley___
Benjamin H. Whitley
NC State Bar No. 31968
Holden K. McLemore
NC State Bar No. 56361
Shelsey A. Hall
NC State Bar No. 62398
100 Social Street, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27609
Phone: (919) 785-5000
Fax: (919) 785-3729
bhw@whitleylawfirm.com
hkm@whitleylawfirm.com
sah@whitleylawfirm.com

Counselfor PlaintiffsMaryMoss, as the
Administrator of the Estate ofKrista Moss;
Lisa Gregory; Taylor Blanton, as the
Administrator of the Estate ofRebecca
Blanton; and Leanna Gatlin

LEE SEGUI PLLC

/s/Patrick Wallace
Patrick Wallace
NC State Bar No. 48138
900 W. Morgan St.
Raleigh, NC 27603
Phone: (919) 421-7781
pwallace@leesegui.com

Counselfor Plaintiffs Leslie Poli
and Corey White



KILPATRICK TOWNSEND
& STOCKTON LLP

/s/Richard J. Keshian
Richard J. Keshian
N.C. State Bar No. 10681
rkeshian@ktslaw.com
Stephen R. Berlin
N.C. State Bar. No. 12317
sberlin@ktslaw.com
1001 West Fourth Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
Telephone: 336-607-7300

/s/ Todd Roessler
Todd S. Roessler
N.C. State Bar No. 28046
troessler@ktslaw.com
4208 Six Forks Road, Suite 1400
Raleigh, NC 27609
Telephone: 919-420-1700

Counselfor Defendant North Carolina State
University
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