
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
ORANGE COUNTY
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 18

DTH Media Corp. d/b/a The Daily Tar
Heel; Capitol Broadcasting Co.,
Incorporated d/b/a WRAL-TV; The
McClatchy Company, LLC d/b/a The
News & Observer; States Newsroom
d/b/a N.C. Newsline; North Carolina
Longform Magazine, Inc. d/b/a The
Assembly, and Carolina Public Press,
Inc. d/b/a Carolina Public Press,

Plaintiffs,

V.

Lee Harriss Roberts, in his official
capacity as Chancellor of the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill; The University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill; and Paul R.
Newton, in his official capacities as
Vice Chancellor and General Counsel
of the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill,

Defendants.

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

26CV000945-670

PLAINTIFFS' MOTION FOR
IMMEDIATE HEARING AND
SUMMARY DISPOSITION

PURSUANT TO GEN. STAT. §§
132-9(a) AND 7A-38-3.E(h)

Plaintiffs, through their undersigned counsel of record, respectfully move the

Court, pursuant to N.C. GEN. STAT. §§ 132-9(a), 7A-38-3E(h), and 1-253 et. seq., to set

this matter down for immediate hearing and summary disposition. In support of this

motion, Plaintiffs show unto the Court as follows.

1. This is an action pursuant to the North Carolina Public Records Law,

Chapter 132 of the General Statutes, and the North Carolina Declaratory Judgment

Act, N.C. GEN. STAT. § 1-253 et. seq. The subject matter of this action is the report of
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an investigation of UNC's School of Civic Life and Leadership ("SCiLL')

commissioned by Defendants and conducted by K&L Gates, an outside law firm ("the

report").

2. As alleged at paragraphs 25 through 30 of the complaint, Plaintiffs are

informed and believe that the report, which was completed and provided to

Defendants early in 2026, is approximately 400 pages in length, cost the University

approximately $1.2 million, and embodies the law firm's findings and

recommendations based on interviews of dozens of persons and the review of

hundreds of thousands of documents.

3. Because the report was made at the request of and on behalf of the

University, was paid for by the University out of public funds, and was received by

the University, it is facially and presumptively a public record as defined by the North

Carolina Public Records Law. Nevertheless, Defendants have assiduously and

steadfastly refused to release it, in whole or in part, to Plaintiffs or anyone else.

4. In contrast to many, or even most, disputes that arise under the Public

Records Law, the report that is the subject matter of this action is a single document

that Defendants can readily and promptly provide to the Court for in camera review

and adjudication.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully move the Court:

1. To issue a preliminary order compelling Defendants to appear and bring

before the court for immediate in-camera review the report that is the subject matter
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of this action and ordering Defendants to show cause, if any, why the report at issue

should not be released to Plaintiffs and the public, either in whole or in part.

2. After review, to issue an order declaring, as a matter of law, which

specific portions of the report are and are not subject to disclosure pursuant to the

Public Records Law;

3. To issue an order compelling Defendants to separate and redact, at their

expense, any portions of the report determined not to be public records and to permit

the inspection and copying of all portions of the report determined by the Court to be

public records;

4. To issue an order pursuant to N.C. GEN. STAT. § 132-9(c)(1), awarding

Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees, to be charged against the operating

expenses of the responsible agency or to be paid personally by any public employee or

public official found by the court to have knowingly or intentionally committed,

caused, permitted, suborned, or participated in a violation of the Public Records Law;

and

5. To award such other and further relief as the court may determine to be

appropriate and necessary.
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Respectfully submitted this the 21st day ofApril 2026.

STEVENS MARTIN VAUGHN & TADYCH, PLLC

/s/ Michael J. Tadych
Michael J. Tadych
N.C. State Bar No. 24556
mike@smvt.com
Hugh Stevens
N.C. State Bar No. 4118
hugh@smvt.com
Ashley N. Fox
N.C. State Bar No. 57896
ashley@smvt.com
2225 W. Millbrook Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
919.582.2300
866-593-7695 toll free facsimile

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that the foregoing Plaintiffs' Motion for
Immediate Hearing and Summary Disposition Pursuant to Gen. Stat. §§ 182.9(a) and
7A-38-3.E(h) was served via email and via United States Postal Service, First Class
postage prepaid, addressed to:

Wes J. Camden
Lauren E. Fussell
Lewis H. Hallowell
Williams Mullen
301 Fayetteville Street, Suite 1700
Raleigh, NC 27601
wcamden@williamsmullen.com
lfussell@williamsmullen.com
lhalowell@wiliamsmullen.com

Counsel for Defendants

This the 21st day ofApril 2026.

/s/ Michael J. Tadych
Michael J. Tadych
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