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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

DURHAM   
Case No. 1:25-cv-191 

 
LAILA DAMES, et al.,  
  
  Plaintiffs,      
   

v.   JOINT RULE 26(f) 
           REPORT 
LEE ROBERTS, et al.,        
        

Defendants.    
 
 

 JOINT RULE 26(f) REPORT 

1. Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(f) and L.R. 16.1(b), counsel in this 

case held a meeting on June 1, 2026 via videoconference. The following counsel 

attended: 

a. For all Plaintiffs: Ivy Johnson, Dan Siegel, Jacqueline Landry, 

Jaelyn Miller, Melissa Keaney 

b. For Defendants: Kenzie Rakes, Dan Hartzog, Jr. 

The parties have also conferred electronically regarding the discovery plan. 

The Initial Pretrial Conference is scheduled for Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 

9:30 a.m. 

2. Discovery Plan. The parties jointly propose to the Court the 

following discovery plan. 
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Discovery will be needed on issues raised by the parties’ pleadings in this 

matter. 

The Parties propose that discovery begin on Monday, July 20, 2026. 

The parties agree that the appropriate plan for this case (with any 

stipulated modification by the parties as set out below) is that designated in 

L.R. 26.1(a) as:           Complex. The parties propose that all discovery (general 

and expert) be completed by Wednesday, January 20, 2027, or six months 

after the start of discovery if discovery begins on a date other than July 20, 

2026. 

Stipulated modifications to the case management track include: 

a. The parties stipulate pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(1)(C) that 

they will exchange the disclosures required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(1) by 

Monday, August 3, 2026. 

b. For Plaintiffs, any expert disclosures required by Rule 26(a)(2)(C) 

are due by Friday, September 18, 2026, or two months after the start of 

discovery if discovery begins on a date other July 20, 2026, and any expert 

reports required by Rule 26(a)(2)(B) are due 15 days later. 

c. For Defendants, any expert disclosures required by Rule 

26(a)(2)(C) are due 30 days after the Plaintiffs’ expert disclosures are due, and 

any expert reports required by Rule 26(a)(2)(B) are due 15 days after 

Defendants’ expert disclosures are due. 
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d. Any rebuttal reports permitted under Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(2)(D)(ii) 

shall be served within 30 days after service of the opposing party’s report. To 

facilitate scheduling any rebuttal witness depositions before the close of 

discovery, a party who intends to present a rebuttal witness will disclose the 

identity of the witness within 14 days after service of the report that will be 

subject to rebuttal. 

e. Plaintiffs and Defendants may each issue a maximum of 25 

interrogatories.  

f. Plaintiffs and Defendants may each issue a maximum of 25 

requests for admissions.  

g. Plaintiffs and Defendants may each take a maximum of 7 non-

expert witness depositions. In addition, each side shall have the option of 

deposing the other side’s expert witnesses. Each deposition is limited to a 

maximum of 7 hours. 

Supplements to discovery will be provided as specified in Rule 26(e) or 

as otherwise ordered by the court. In accordance with Rule 26(e)(1)’s timely 

supplement mandate, the parties agree that, with the exception of 

unanticipated later developments, supplements required by Rule 26(e)(1) shall 

be completed as soon as practicable and no later than 30 days prior to the close 

of discovery. 
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Disclosure of discovery of electronically stored information (ESI) should 

be handled as follows: Provision for the production of ESI that is in the 

possession of parties or non-parties and may be subpoenaed will be made with 

counsel for the relevant party or those non-parties at the appropriate time. The 

parties will work together to determine the best format in which to produce 

ESI to one another according to the dictates of their computerized document 

management systems and any evidentiary needs, but reserve the right to seek 

Court intervention if they cannot reach agreement. 

3. Mediation. The parties have already participated in voluntary 

mediation on May 6, 2026, and reached an impasse. If the case is selected for 

mediation under L.R. 16.4 and 83.9(a)-(b), mediation should be conducted late 

in the discovery period, the exact date to be set by the mediator after 

consultation with the parties.  

4. Preliminary Deposition Schedule. The parties agree that 

depositions will be scheduled as mutually agreed by the parties. All depositions 

will be conducted on or before Wednesday, January 20, 2027, or six months 

after the start of discovery if discovery begins on a date other than July 20, 

2026. The parties will update this schedule at reasonable intervals. 

5. Other Items.  

Plaintiffs will be allowed until Wednesday, October 21, 2026, and 

Defendants shall be allowed until Friday, November 20, 2026, to request 
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leave from the opposing party to join additional parties and to amend 

pleadings. After this date, the Court will consider, inter alia, whether granting 

leave would delay trial.  

In the event the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals does not render an 

opinion as to Plaintiffs’ state constitutional claims before the close of discovery, 

the Parties agree to extend the window for discovery as to those claims for 

three months following the issuance of the opinion if the district court’s 

decision is affirmed.  

The parties discussed whether the case will involve the possibility of 

confidential or sealed documents. The parties agree there will likely be 

production of confidential material and have agreed to a protective order for 

the exchange of confidential discovery materials in accordance with Local Rule 

26,2. With regard to identification and protection of privileged or trial 

preparation materials, the production of privileged or work-product protected 

documents, electronically stored information (“ESI”) or information, whether 

inadvertent or otherwise, is not a waiver of the privilege or protection from 

discovery in this case or in any other federal or state proceeding. 

The parties discussed special procedures for managing this case, 

including reference of the case to a Magistrate Judge on consent of the parties 

under 28 U.S.C. §636(c) or appointment of a master. The parties do not consent 

to have this case referred to a Magistrate Judge. 
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All potentially dispositive motions should be filed by Friday, February 

19, 2027 (or no later than 30 days after the close of discovery if discovery ends 

on a date other than January 20, 2027). Responses to dispositive motions shall 

be filed 30 days after service of the motion, and replies shall be filed 14 days 

after service of the response. 

6. Items Where the Parties Did Not Reach Agreement 

7. The Parties’ Positions on Areas of Disagreement 

Trial is expected to take approximately 3 days.  

 

ACLU OF NORTH 
CAROLINA  
LEGAL FOUNDATION    
    
/s/Ivy A. Johnson   
Ivy A. Johnson    
N.C. Bar No. 52228    
Daniel K. Siegel    
N.C. Bar. No. 46397    
Jacqueline Landry    
N.C. Bar No. 64645   
P.O. Box 28004    
Raleigh, NC 27611    
T: (919) 532-3681    
ijohnson@acluofnc.org    
dsiegel@acluofnc.org    
Jlandry@acluofnc.org    
    
EMANCIPATE NC    
    

 JEFF JACKSON 
Attorney General 
  
 
/s/Kenzie M. Rakes                                         
Kenzie M. Rakes 
Special Deputy Attorney General 
NC State Bar No. 46349 
krakes@ncdoj.gov 
  
NC Department of Justice 
PO Box 629 
Raleigh, NC  27602 
Tel: 919.716.6065 
Fax: 919.716.6764 
  
Counsel for Defendants Bullett, 
Cook, Holland, James, Johnson, 
Rieckenberg, Roberts, 
Spangenberg, Twiddy, and Wylie 
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Jaelyn D. Miller    
N.C. Bar No. 56804    
P.O. Box 309    
Durham, NC 27701    
T: (910) 228-3741    
jaelyn@emancipatenc.org    
    
MUSLIM ADVOCATES    
    
Reem Subei    
N.C. Bar No. 60219     
1032 15th Street NW #362    
Washington, DC 20005    
T: (419) 699-2080    
reem@muslimadvocates.org   
   
Counsel for Plaintiffs   
  

 
  
 /s/Dan M. Hartzog, Jr. 
Dan M. Hartzog, Jr 
N.C. State Bar No.: 35330  
dhartzogjr@hartzoglawgroup.com  
2626 Glenwood Ave., Ste. 305 
Raleigh, NC 27608 Telephone: 
(919) 424-0091 
 
Counsel for Defendant FNU Lee 
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