STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OF WAKE SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

20 R 020648 -910

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA INDICTMENT

L. SOLICITATION TO COMMIT VIOLATION
OF THE OFFENSE OF GIFTS BY
LOBBYISTS AND LOBBYING PRINCIPALS
PROHIBITED

KEVIN WILKINSON

[. THE JURORS FOR THE STATE upon their oath present that on or about and between January 18, 2024

_/

and April, 27, 2024, the above-named individual, in Wake County, unlawfully and willfully did solicit,
entice, advise, counsel, incite, induce, order or command Sazerac Company, Inc., a lobbyist principal to
knowingly give a gift as defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. § 138A-3 for which no exception under N.C.
Gen.Stat. § 138A-32 applied with the intent that a designated individual as defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. §
120C-100(a)(3) be an ultimate recipient, to wit: the above named individual requested and encouraged
Sazerac Company, Inc., to host a group of individuals including a number of members of the North
Carolina General Assembly at the company’s Buffalo Trace Distillery in Frankfurt, KY for a tasting and
dinner for which Sazerac Company, Inc. paid. This event was part of a multi-day invitation only tour of
the Kentucky Bourbon Trail for which travel expenses, including transportation, hotel accommodations
and meals, and costs, if any, associated with scheduled tours and actvities were paid for for legislators
who attended by lobbyist principals directly and indirectly through contributions made to Greater
Carolina, a social welfare 501(c)(4) organization, with the intent that an ultimate beneficiary of those
contributions would be legislators. At the time, the defendant was a lobbyist registered with the North
Carolina Secretary of State’s Office and Sazerac Company, Inc., was a registered lobbyist principal. This
act was done in violation of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 120C-303 and is punishable under N.C. Gen. Stat. {120C-
602 and §14-2.6.

i

N. Lors
Wake Cou strict Attorney

Agent K. Kearney
NC State Bureau of Investigation

The witnesses marked "X" were sworn by the undersigned Foreman of the Grand Jury and, after hearing

testimony, this bill was found to be:

A TRUE BILL by twelve or more grand jurors, and I the undersigned Foreman of the Grand Jury, attest
the concurrence of twelve or more grand jurors in this Bill of Indictment.

NOT A TRUE BILL.
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